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PROCEEDINGS 


OP  THE 


M.'.  W.".  GRAND  LODGE 


OF 


J^cieijt,  K'ree  and  Accepted  ©asons 


OF 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


^^x><c^- 


SPECIAL  COMMUNICATIONS 

Held  at  (yhilliwlmck,  B.  C,  on  Tlmrsday,  November  28th, 

1895,  and  at  Wellington,  B.  C,  on  Saturday,  Dec 

ember,  14th,  1895. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 

Held  at  Nanaimo,  B.  C,  eouunencing  on  Thursday,  the  18th 
day  of  June,  1890,  A.  L.  6896. 


VICTORIA,  B.  O. 

BnOBNB  P.  MILLRR,  PKINTBR  AND  BOOKBIKDBR, 

77  JOHNSON  STREET. 


Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia. 


I  Walter  J.  Quinlan,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
J  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Province  of  British  Golumbia, 
Dominion  of  Canada,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  pages 
contain  a  true  and  faithful  transcript  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  Special  Gommuoication  held  at  Ohilliwhaok,  B.  C.,  on 
Thursday,  November  28th,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  the  Ma- 
sonic Hall  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19,  B.  0.  R.;  the  Special  Oommnnication 
held  on  Thursday,  December  14th,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Wellington,  B.  O.,  and  the  25th 
Annual  Communication  commenced  in  the  City  of  Nanaimo,  on  Thurs- 
day, June  18th,  1896,  and  terminated  on  Friday,  June  19th,  1896,  and  of 
returns  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  together  with  other  matters  authorized 
to  be  published. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  appen- 
ded my  official  signa- 
ture, and  have  affixed 
the  Seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Province 
of  British  Columbia,  at 
the  Office  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  City  of 
Victoria,  this  Ist  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of 
light,  five  thousand 
eight  hundred  and 
ninety -six. 


SPECIAL  COMMUNICATION 


—  OF  THB- 


(yrand  Lfodge  of  Britisl^  (Columbia 

HELD  AT 

THB  VILLAaK  OF  CHILLIWHACK 

Thursday,  November  28th,  1895. 
» ♦ » 

PRESENT: 

M.  W.  Bro.  Laoey  R  Johnson Grand  Master 

y.  W.  Bro.  John  A.  Logan acting  Deputy  Grand  Master 

W.  Bro.  T.  J.  Armstrong acting  Senior  Grand  Warden 

R.  W.  Bro.  A.  E.  Lees Junior  Grand  Warden 

W.  Bro.  J.  Campbell acting  Grand  Treasurer 

**        C.  Nelson acting  Grand  Secretary 

*^        £.  Bond acting  Senior  Grand  Deacon 

^       A.  McKercher acting  Junior  Grand  Deacon 

Bro.  T.  0.  Atkinson acting  Grand  Supt.  of  Works 

W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Shirley acting  Grand  Dir.  of  Oer. 

Bro.  J.  Sdater acting  Grand  Marshal 

**     H.  McMillan acting  Grand  Sword  Bearer 

**     J.  Laidlaw acting  Grand  Organist 

"     A.  M.  Nelson acting  Grand  Pursuivant 

•*     W.F.  Ferris acting  Grand  Tyler 

Also  the  brethren  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19,  and  several  visitors. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  amplk  form  at  2:30  p.  m. 
The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  that  tlie  object  of  the 
present  communication  was  tlie  Dedication  ot  the  Masonic 
Hall  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19,  Chilliwhack. 

Tlie  acting  Grand  Secretary  read  the  summons  by 
virtue  of  which  the  communication  wae  convened. 


A  depatation  from  Ionic  Lodge  No.  19,  was  then  ad- 
mitted and  presented  a  request  that  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  dedicate  and  consecrate  their  new  hall. 

The  request  being  acceded  to,  the  Grand  Master  ad- 
dressed Grand  Lodge,  showing  the  reason  and  the  antiquity 
of  the  rites  of  dedication  and  consecration  of  buildings  for 
special  purposes.  A  procession  was  then  formed,  and  the 
ceremony  performed  according  to  due  and  ancient  custom. 

The  Grand  Master  afterward  congratulated  the  Wor- 
shipful Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  Ionic  Lodge  on 
being  able  to  provide  and  furnish  a  hail  so  suitable  for  their 
requirements,  and  concluded  ])y  giving  a  short  address  on 
Masonry  in  general. 

After  thanks  to  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  for  their  attendance,  and  prayer  by  the  V.  W.  Grand 
Chaplain,  Grand  Lodge  was  cloHed  in  ample  form  at  8:55 
p.  m. 

C.NELSON, 
^        .    .  Acting  Grand  Secretary. 


SPECIAL  COMMUNICATION 

— OF  THE — 

M.  W.  Giraqd  Lodge,  A-  P-  \  A  JVI., 

HELD  AT 

THE  TOWN  OF  WEU.INGTON, 

Saturday,  14th  Deckmber,  1895. 

« ♦  > 

PRESENT: 

Lacey  R.  Johnson  —  M.  W.  Grand  Master 

W.  H.  S.  Perkins acting  K.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master 

Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden 

A.  E.  Lees R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden 

Rev.  R.  R.  Maitland acting  V.  W.  Grand  Ghaplain 

Jno.  W.  Coburn acting  V.  W.  Grand  Treasurer 

W.  J.  Quinlan V.  W.  Grand  Secretary 

D.  Gartmel W.  Senior  Grand  Deacon 

T.  J.  Armstrong acting  W.  Junior  Grand  Deacon 

J.  Stevenson acting  W.  Grand  Supt.  of  Works 

Chas.  Nelson actiug  W.  Grand  Dir.  of  Ceremonies 

Wm.  Stewart acting  W.  Grand  Marshal 

A.  J.  McMurtrie acting  W.  Grand  Sword  Bearer 

John  McCrae acting  W.  Standard  Bearer 

H.  A.  Dillon acting  W.  Grand  Pursuivant 

John  Vance acting  W.  Grand  Tyler 

together  with  Past  Masters  nnd  members  of  Ashlar,  No.  3,  Mount  Her- 
mon,  No.  7,  Cascade,  No.  12,  St.  John's,  No.  21,  Acacia,  No.  22,  and  others* 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  opened  Grand  Lodge  in 
AMi'LK  FORM  at  3  p.  ui.,  after  which  all  Master  Masons  in 
good  standing  were  invited  to  seats  in  Grand  Lodge,  and 
requested  to  assist  in  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  the  Methodist  Church,  Wellington. 

The  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary  read  the  summons  by 
virtue  of  which  the  special  communication  was  convened. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  ordered  the  Grand  Mar- 
shal to  form  a  procession,  and  Grand  Lodge,  headed  by  the 
Wellington  Cornet  Band,  then  inarched  to  the  site  of  the 
structure. 

The  ceremony  of  Laying  the  Corner-stone  was  then 
proceeded  with ;  the  acting  Grand  Chaplain,  on  behalf  of  the 
church  officials,  presenting  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  a  beau- 
tiful and  suitably  inscribed  silver  trowel,  with  which  to  perform 
the  ceremony. 

Brief  addresses  were  given  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and 
others,  after  which  the  procession  re-formed  and  returned  to 
the  Lodge  room,  where,  after  benediction  by  the  V.  W. 
Grand  Chaplain,  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  in  ample  form, 
and  so  proclaimed. 


The  Grand  Lodge  officers  and  visitors  were  entertained 
by  the  ladies  of  Wellington  in  such  a  hospitable  manner,  as 
earned  for  them  the  thanks  of  all  who  were  present. 

W.  J.  Q. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

OF 

•Ancient  pree  and  'Atcpted  JV|asons. 

♦  ^  ♦ 

ANNUAL  COMMUMICATION. 

»  ♦■-^ 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Comninnication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Mabons  of  the 
Province  of  Britisli  Columbia  was  opened  in  tlie  Masonic 
Temple,  City  of  Nanaimo,  B.  C,  on  Thursday,  the  18th  day 
of  June,  1896,  A.  L.  5896,  at  the  hour  of  eleven 
o'clock  a.  m. 

ROLL  CALL. 

Upon  calling  the  roll  the  following  were  found  present: 

GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Laoey  R  Johnson M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Alex.  Charleson R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

A.  E.  Lees R  W.  Janior  Grand  Warden. 

Rev.  John  A.  Logan V.  W.  Grand  Ghaplain. 

W.  J.  Quinlan V.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Alex.  MoKeroher W.  Grand  Janior  Deacon. 

R.  E.  Walker "  Supt.  of  Works. 

A.  W.  Bhwk "  Marshall. 

T.  L.  Downee "  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  H.S.  Perkins "  Pursuivant. 

David  Stephenson W.  Grand  Steward. 

£.  Hoeker W.  Grand  Tyler. 


I! 
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DISTRUST  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 

Right  Worshipful  Bro.  Peter  MoNaughton No.  2  District. 

"  •♦         John  W.  Cobum No.  5  District. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  W.  Bro.  A.  MoKeovm Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Bro.  M.  Wolfe Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Bro.  W.  Downie Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  Bro.  R.  B.  McMicking ^^ . .  .Past  Grand  Master. 

Right  W.  Bro  Eli  Harrison,  Jr Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Right  W.  Bro.  Wm.  Stewart Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

With  representatives  (or  their  proxies)  from  eighteen 
Chartered  Lodges  and  thirty  duly  qualified  Past  Masters, 
together  with  tlie  Kepresentatives  of  the  following  Grand 
Lodges  : — 

Oolorado,  Maine,  New  Brunswick,         Tasmania, 

England,  Manitoba,  New  Hampshire,        South  Australia, 

Ireland,  Missouri,  Peru,  South  Carolina. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following 
members  of  Grand  Lodge  to  fill  offices  pro  tempore  : — 

W.  Bro.  W.  A.  De Wolfe  Smith  ...  .as  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  Bro.  J.  B.  Johnson as  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies. 

W.  Bro.  W.  D.  Brydone  Jack as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  Bro.  S.  N.  Jarrett as  Grand  Organist. 

W.  Bro.  L.  A.  Lewis ^'^^  n^ 

W.  Bro.  Charles  Nelson }  ^"^^"^  Stewards. 

Also  the  following  in  place  of  absentees  on  Standing 
Committees  : — 

Constitution — 

M.  W.  Bro.  A.  McKeown,  R.  W.  Bro.  Eli  Harrison,  Jr.,  and  W.  Bro. 
F.  McB.  Young. 

Finance — 

R  W.  Bro.  P.  McNaughton. 

Jurisprudence — 

R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  Stewart,  W.  Bro.  W.  DeWolfe  Smith  and 
Bro.  H.  N.  Rich. 

Charity — 

W.  Bros.  W.  A.  Richardson,  8.  J.  Tunstall,  and  L.  T.  Daviep. 
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The  following  Special  Committee  appointed  on 

CREDENTIALS: 

The  V.  W.  Bro.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  R.  W.  Bro.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

W.  Bro.  S.  N.  Jarrett. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  off  to  allow  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  to  prepare  a  report. 


:o:- 


IH  Qt^AHD  liODGE. 


FIRST  DAY— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  their  report. 

Resolved, — That  from  the  fact  that  additional  repre- 
sentatives and  members  are  expected  on  afternoon  boat  from 
the  Mainland  the  report  be  receive<l,  tabled  and  brought  up 
under  the  head  of  "  Reports  of  Committees  "  to  permit  of 
expected  addition  being  made. 

ADMITTED    TO    (JRAND    LODGK. 

The  Grand  Master  extended  an  invitation  to  all  Master 
Masons  in  good  standing  to  seats  in  Grand  Lodge  during 
this  Communication. 

Visitors  having  been  admitted,  the  Grand  Pursuivant 
announced  that  Rro.  Davison,  Mayor  of  Nanaimo,  would 
be  pleased  to  present  an  address  of  welcome  to  Grand 
Lodge  on  this  occasion  of  their  visit  to  the  city. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  requested  M.  W.  Rro.  Wolfe 
to  conduct,  and  detailed  the  Grand  Sword  and  Standard 
Bearers  to  escort,  the  distinguished  visitor  into  the  Grand 
Lodge.     Tlia  Worship  then  read  tlie  following  address  ;— ^ 
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CORPORATION  OP  THE  CITY  OF  NANAIMO. 

Nanaimo,  B.  C,  June  18th,  1896. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia: — 

Pennit  me,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Nanaimo,  to  extend  to 
you  a  very  cordial  welcome  to  oar  City. 

I  have  been  looking  forward  for  some  time  with  considerable 
pleasure  to  this  convention,  and  I  now  feel  highly  honored  in  presenting 
to  your  distinguished  body  the  hearty  greetings  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

I  hope  that  nothing  will  occur  to  mar  either  your  plans  or  the 
anticipated  enjoyment  of  your  visit.  I  also  trust  that  the  fraternal 
feelings  whereby  your  Annual  Communications  have  ever  been  charac- 
terized will  not  be  wanting  on  this  occasion,  and  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  present  session  will  terminate  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  all. 

It  also  gives  me  much  pleasure,  gentlemen,  to  extend  to  yon  the 
freedom  of  the  "  Black  Diamond  City,"  and  while  you  honor  it  with 
your  presence,  I  shall  consider  it  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  pleasure  to 
render  any  assistance  that  may  conduce  to  the  success  of  your  present 
convention. 

J.  H.  DAVISON, 
Mayor. 

The  M.  W.  Graiul  Master  8nital)ly  acknowledged  the 
courtesy  extended,  and  on  behalf  of  Grand  Lodge  expressed 
tlie  pleasure  Grand  Lodge  ever  had  in  visiting  the  beautiful 
city  of  Nanaimo. 

Resolved, — That  the  address  be  accepted  with  thanks, 
and  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  Special 
Communications  held,  which  on  motion  were  adopted,  and 
ordered  printed. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Eli  Harrison,  Jr.,  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  declined  to  act  as  counsel  for  W.  Bro.  T.  R.  Mitchell, 
Ins  position  in  civil  life  precluding  him  from  so  acting,  and 
requested  that  an  addendum  stating  such  be  sent  with  the 
proceedings  of  this  year. 

Resolved, — That  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  Annual  Communication  be  taken  as  read,  and  adopted 
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as  already  printed,  and  that  an  addendum  be  issued  with  the 
report  of  this  year  noting  the  change  requested  by  R.  W. 
Bro.  Harrison. 

Letters  of  regret  at  inability  to  be  present  were  read 
from  M.W.  Bro.  Harrison,  Sr.,  and  W.  Bro.  Cartmel,  Senior 
Grand  Deacon.     Ordered  to  be  filed. 

M.  W.  Bro.  M.  Wolfe,  on  behalf  of  the  local  Lodges, 
invited  Grand  Lodge  and  all  visitors  to  a  supper,  to  be  given 
at  the  Opera  House  on  Friday  evening,  and  requested  that 
all  the  names  be  handed  in  to  W.  Bro.  Perkins,  secretary  of 
Doric  Lodge. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge:— 

Allow  me  to  open  my  address  with  a  hearty  greeting  on  this  our 
Twenty -fifth  Annual  Communication,  the  Silver  Wedding,  as  it  were,  of 
the  various  Lodges  that  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  united  to  form  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  altogether  out  of  place  at  this  time,  if,  for  the 
information  of  some  of  the  later  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  state 
that  it  was  on  the  21st  of  Oocober,  1871,  when  the  children  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland  who  had  hitherto  worked  in  British 
Columbia  under  a  District  Grand  Master  of  England  and  a  Provincial 
Grand  Master  of  Scotland,  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  and 
were  henceforth  known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia,  its 
first  Grand  Master,  Israel  Wood  Powell,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers 
being  installed  by  R.  W.  Robert  Burnaby,  District  Grand  Master  of 
England. 

The  new  Grand  Lodge  was  organized  by  the  representatives  of  the 
following  eight  Lodges; — Victoria,  Nanaimo,  and  British  Columbia,  of 
the  United  G.  L.  of  England;  and  Vancouver,  Cariboo,  Caledonia,  Mount 
Hermon  and  Quadra,  of  the  registry  of  Scotland.  The  District  Grand 
Mastec  of  England  and  the  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Scotland  co- 
operated in  the  formation  of  the  new  Grnnd  Lodge. 

While  naturally  looking  forward  with  Hope  and  Good  Wishes  frr 
the  future,  I  think  we  may,  on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  look  back 
with  genuine  feelings  of  thankfidness  and  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Grand  Master,  for  many  mercits  and  blessings  which  we,  as  a  Grand 
Lodge,  and  as  individuals,  have  received  at  His  hands  during  the  year 
just  closing.  Personally,  I  feel  specially  called  upon  to  record  my 
thankfulness  to  the  beneficent  author  and  giver  of  all  good  things  for 
granting  me  the  necessary  heal' U  and  strength  to  perform  the  mnlti- 
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tndinonB  duties  which,  as  your  Chief  Executive  Officer,  have  devolved 
upon  me.  At  times,  brethren,  I  have  felt  His  presence  and  assistance 
when  I  sorely  needed  it,  turning  a  serious  responsibility  into  a  pleasant 
task,  and  while  I  feel  and  acknowledge  my  many  shortcomings  and  weak- 
nesses, I  hope  and  trust  that  during  my  year  of  office  as  your  Grand 
Master,  I  may  have  been  the  means  of  helping  some  of  our  brethren  to 
realize  the  higher  meanings  and  teachings  of  Masonry,  and  of  iuspii:ing 
iu  the  hearts  of  many,  an  ambition  so  to  perform  their  alloted  tasks,  and 
their  obligations  to  the  Graft  and  each  other,  that  our  beloved  Institution 
shall  continue  to  hold  that  proud  and  honourable  position  in  which  it  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  by  our  brethren  of  past  ages. 

Every  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  am  sure,  hopes  to  see  Masonry 
continue  in  this  exalted  position,  but  are  we,  brethren,  individually 
carrying  our  share  of  the  responsibility,  doing  our  share  of  the  work, 
and  playing  our  part  faithfully  towards  the  attainment  of  this  end?  We 
teach  our  brethren  in  the  subordinate  Lodges  that  Masonry  is  a  beau- 
tiful system  of  Morality,  not  a  theory,  that  it  is  something  which  should 
shine  forth  in  the  everyday  life  and  actions  of  each  individual  Mason, 
something  which  we  should  not  be  content  to  simply  teach  or  profess, 
but  uo  live. 

I  have  been,  sometimes,  and  especially  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  obliged  to  think  that  many  of  us  look  upon  Masonry  as  a  mere 
rendering  of  a  perfect  and  beautiful  ritual  within  our  Lodge  Rooms,  and 
that  as  long  as  we  are  able  to  see  that  ritual  performed  to  our  satisfaction, 
— and  mind  you,  we  are  willing  to  spend  any  amount  of  time  and  trouble 
to  that  end,— we  have  done  our  duty  as  Masons.  Brethren,  this  is  not 
enough,  beautiful  and  instructive  as  our  ritual  may  be,  it  is  simply  the 
shadow,  the  substance  is  not  in  it,  or  as  an  eminent  Past  Grand  Master 
has  BO  beautifully  put  it, — "  The  ritualistic  teachings,  however  beautiful 
and  instructive  they  may  be,  are  simply  the  Key,  put  into  the  Mason's 
hand,  by  which  he  may  unlock  the  groat  Treasure  House,  where  are 
garrered  the  stores  of  Masonic  Truth." 

This  truth  must  be  studied  and  the  lessons  drawn  from  it  must  be 
practised  in  the  everyday  life  of  the  Mason,  if  the  outside  world  is  to  be 
made  to  believe  that  Masonry  is  what  we  claim  it  to  be.  The  world  is 
not  in  possession  of  our  secret  signs  and  words,  and  therefore  only  able 
to  judge  of  Masonry  as  they  see  it  exemplified  in  the  Masons'  lives. 
How  often,  brethren,  do  they  have  to  judge  it  as  anything;  but  a  teacher 
of  morality  and  virtue,  temperance  and  brotherly  love!  Too  often,  I  am 
afraid,  weputofiPour  Masonry  with  our  regalia,  and  leave  it  locked  up  in 
the  Lodge  Room  and  forget  directly  we  are  outside,  what  we  acknow- 
ledged only  a  few  minutes  before,  viz:— That  the  All  Seeing  Eye  of  the 
Most  High  ever  beholds  us. 

These  grand  living  Truths,  brethren,  are  the  bulwarks  of  our  Insti- 
tution, which  have  tor  ages  and  ages  shielded  it  from  the  attacks  of  the 
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cowan  and  the  profane.  Let  us  see  to  it,  therefore,  that  our  bulwarks 
are  kept  solid  and  unbroken,  with  no  breach  through  which  an  enemy 
can  throw  a  dart  of  reproach. 

Daring  my  tours  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  you  may  have  perhaps 
thought  that  I  have  dwelt  too  much  on  this  theme,  but,  brethren,  I  have 
felt  it  necessary.  What  would  you  think  of  the  captain  of  a  magnificent 
ship,  laden  not  only  with  a  very  valuable  cargo,  but  also  with  a  long  list 
of  passengers,  if  he  knew  that  there  was  a  dangerous  leak  in  her  bottom, 
which  if  not  stopped  or  counteracted  would  soon  sink  her,  but  instead 
of  starting  men  to  work  at  the  pumps  and  doing  something  to  stop  the 
leak,  he  went  on,  calmly  talking  to  the  passengers  and  crew,  about  the 
splendid  vessel  in  which  they  were  travellins?  We  are  sailing  in  a  beau 
tiful  ship,  well  rigged  and  appointed;  eqaipped  with  machinery  powerful 
enough  to  keep  her  moving  ahead  over  the  ocean  of  time,  but  the  officers 
must  be  well  up  in  their  work,  and  not  neglect  a  single  detail,  each 
member  of  the  crew  must  see  that  his  individual  duties  are  done,  and 
done  thoroughly,  the  Committees,  or  Engineers  must  see  that  every  part 
of  the  machinery  is  in  perfect  working  order,  for  much  of  it  consists  of 
very  delicate  pieces,  the  smallest  and  apparently  tK  3  most  insignificant 
of  which,  if  it  becomes  deranged,  may  seriously  affect  the  main  mechan- 
ism. Then  again,  our  ship  must  at  times  sail  under  dark  and  stormy 
skies  when  the  entered  apprentices  will  need  to  be  closely  watched,  that 
they  keep  the  binnacle  lights  trimmed  and  burning,  so  as  to  enable 
those  at  the  helm  to  see  the  swaying  compass-card,  and  steer  clear  of 
rocks  and  shoals. 

This  is  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  OTir  formation  as  a  Sover- 
eign Grand  Lodge.  A  quarter  of  a  century  has  gone  with  its  achieve- 
ments and  successes,  with  its  weaknesses  and  failures,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  select  a  more  fitting  time  to  make,  so  to  speak,  a  fresh  start  in 
our  Masonic  life.  You  are  here,  brethren,  as  the  officers  and  represen- 
tatives of  almost  every  Lodge  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  I  would  ask  you^ 
one  and  all,  to  join  with  me  to-day,  in  solemnly  and  firmly  resolving, 
that  each  in  his  own  Lodge  will,  from  this  day  forward,  assisted  by  the 
Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  try  to  live  more  truly  than  ever  before, 
as  a  Mason  in  the  highest  and  broadest  sense  of  the  word;  and  that  we 
will  do  our  utmost  to  carry  out,  in  every  detail,  the  Divine  commands 
which  He  has  laid  down  for  our  guidance  in  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred 
Law,  and  not  only  do  that,  but  that  we  will  point  out  and  explain  those 
laws  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Institution,  and  assist  them  by  the 
daily  example  of  our  life  and  practice.  When  we  do  this,  we  need  have 
no  fear  of  the  ultimate  destiny  of  our  beloved  Craft. 

During  the  past  year,  1  am  pleased  to  say,  nothing  has  happened  to 
mar,  in  any  way,  the  friendly  and  fraternal  relations  existing  between 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  Sister  Grand  Lodges.  I  am  also  very  glad  to  be 
able  to  report  that  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  own  juris- 
diction peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and  if  on  the  whole  we  do  not  show 
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the  same  growth  numerically  which  has  marked  some  years  in  the  past, 
I  am  led  to  hope,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  while  in  different 
parts  of  the  Province,  that  we  are  sprowing  in  those  virtues  which  tend 
to  make  our  Graft  honored  and  respected. 

The  Angel  of  Death  has  paid  us  several  visits  since  we  last  met  in 
Annual  Communication,  summoning  here  and  there  a  loved  brother  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  above,  there  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Supreme 
Grand  Master  the  fruits  of  his  labors  here  below.  We  can  only  hope 
that  our  loss  will  prove  their  gain.  But  recently  death  came  very  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  to  many  in  our  midst,  and  it  should  be  a 
solemn  warning  to  us,  for  we  know  not  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  our 
own  summons  may  come. 

-  "  Time  is  earnoBt  passing  by, 

Death  is  earnest  drawing  nigh.'* 
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OFFICIAL  VISITATIONS. 
1895. 

September  4th.  Visited  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  16.  Saw  degrees  conferred 
and  had  the  somewhat  unique  experience  of  being  requested 
to  present  three  Past  Master's  Jewels  in  the  one  Lodge  in  one 
evening.  The  fact  that  this  was  poesible  shows  at  any  rate 
that  the  finances  of  Pacific  Lodge  are  improving.  It  also 
shows  that  when  prosperity  comes  the  brethren  do  not  forget 
those  who  struggled  hard  to  keep  the  Lodge  together. 

October  26th.  Hearing  that  steps  were  being  taken  to  form  a  new  Lodge 
at  Rossland,  and  being  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  went  down  to 
investigate  and  to  see  as  many  of  the  brethren  as  possible.  I 
found  several  old  and  trusty  friends  there,  and  the  matter  in 
good  hands. 

October  28tb.  Visited  Nelson  but  found  my  visit  badly  timed  as  many 
of  the  brethren  were  out  ot  town.  However,  I  met  several  of 
the  ofiicers  and  brethren,  and  talked  over  Lodge  matters  in  an 
informal  way. 

October  .30th.  Visited  Kaslo,  No.  25,  for  the  first  time  since  they  received 
their  Charter,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  and  I  trust  profitable 
evening. 

November  12th.  Visited  Kamloops,  No.  10,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
W.  M.  through  sickness,  conferred  the  First  Degree  on  a 
candidate. 

November  28th.  Visited  Ionic,  No.  19.  Dedicated  and  consecrated  the 
New  Masonic  Hall  according  to  ancient  custom  and  ceremony. 

November  30th.  Visited  Acacia,  No.  22.  General  business  and  Degree 
work. 

December  18th.    Visited  Ashlar,  No.  8.    Exemplification  of  the  work. 
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December  iTtb.  Visited  St.  John's,  No.  21,  accompanied  by  the  officers 
aud  members  of  Acacia  Lodge  who  worked  the  First  and 
Second  Degrees,  after  which  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing 
the  exemplification  of  the  Third  Degree  in  St  John's  unique 
and  masterly  style. 

December  27tb.  Visited  Mount  Hermon,  No.  7,  and  Cascade,  No.  12. 
Installed  the  oflScers  of  both  Lodges  and  on  behalf  of  the 
members  presented  the  retiring  W.  M.  in  each  case  with  a 
Past  Master's  Jewel. 

December  28th.    Visited  Acacia,  No.  22,  and  installed  their  officers. 


January  2nd.     Visited 
officers. 


1896. 
Victoria-Columbia,  No.  1,  and  installed  the 


April  17tb.    Visited  Mountain,  No.  11,  and  attended  Masonic  Ball. 

May  4th.    Visited  Nelson,  No.  23.    Exemplification  of  work. 

May  5th.  Accompanied  by  several  brethren  from  Vancouver,  Nelson, 
and  Spokane,  visited  Kaslo,  No.  25,  spending  a  very  pleasant 
and  I  hope  very  profitable  evening.  After  breaking  up  about 
2  a.  m.  I  again  got  into  harness  and  with  the  assistance  of  four 
other  Fast  Masters  conferred  the  Past  Master's  Degree  upon 
W.  Bro.  Turner  of  Nelson. 

May  13th.  Visited  King  Solomon,  No.  17,  and  witnessed  the  conferring 
of  the  Second  Degree. 

May  18th.  To^  ther  with  R.  W.  the  D.  G.  M.  and  G.  S.  W.  and  G.  J.  W. 
visited  Cascade,  No.  12.  We  were  welcomed  by  W.  Bro.  Tis- 
dale,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  initiating  into  the  mysteries 
of  Masonry,  while  I  was  W.  M.  of  Cascade.  On  this  occasion 
several  brethren  from  King  Solomon  and  Union  Lodges  also 
paid  Cascade  a  fraternal  visit.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
the  result. 

June  3rd.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Union,  No.  9,  and  witnessed  an 
exemplification  of  the  work. 

June  8th.  Again  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Mountain,  No.  11,  of  which 
Lodge  I  was  a  Charter  Member  and  for  some  time  an  officer. 

June  9th.  Accompanied  by  W.  Bro.  Newman  of  Mountain  Lodge, 
visited  Kootenay,  No.  15,  and  witnessed  the  exemplification  of 
the  First  and  Second  Degrees. 

June  13th.  Accompanied  by  the  officers  and  members  of  Acacia,  No.  22, 
and  several  members  of  Mount  Hermon  and  Cascade,  I  went 
to  Eburne  and  laid  the  Corner  Stone  of  St.  Alban's  Episcopal 
Church. 
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I  am  very  sorry  that  circamstanoeB  over  which  I  had  no  control 
hindered  me  from  carrying  out  my  original  intention  of  visiting  every 
Lodge  m  the  jurisdiction,  and  sincerely  hope  the  brethren  of  Spallnm- 
cheen,  Miriam,  Doric,  Cumberland,  Hiram  and  Caribou,  will  not  for  a 
moment  think  that  they  have  been  forgotten,  for  I  feel  the  disappoint- 
ment as  much  as  they  do.  Everywhere  not  only  have  I  been  right  loyally 
and  royally  received  and  welcomed,  but  the  other  Qrand  Lodge  Repre- 
sentatives who  have  accompanied  me,  enjoyed  the  same  generous  treat- 
ment. > 

NEW  liODOEa 

On  December  5th  upon  receiving  a  very  favourable  report  from  B.  W. 
Bro.  Coburn,  D.  D.  G.  M.  with  a  recommendation  from  the  brethren  at 
Comox,  I  approved  a  petition  from  brethren  residing  at  Union,  and 
issued  them  a  Dispensation,  to  form  a  Lodge  there.  Their  record 
will  also  be  laid  before  you  by  the  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

On  March  4th,  1896,  on  a  report  by  V.  W.  Bro.  Quinlan  who  stayed 
some  time  in  Rossland  together  with  my  own  investigation,  and  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Nelson  Lodge,  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  the 
brethren  in  Rossland  to  form  a  new  Lodge  there  to  be  known  as  Corin- 
thian. The  report  of  the  work  done  by  these  brethren  will  be  laid  before 
you  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  together  with  a  report  I  have  received  from 
R.  W.  Bro.  R.  B.  Kelly,  who  is  at  present  residing  in  Rossland  and  who 
was  commissioned  by  me  to  visit  the  Lodge  and  report. 

bfboiaij  communications. 

November  28th,  1895.  An  emergent  communication  was  convened 
at  Chilliwack  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  and  consecrating  the  New 
Masonic  Hall,  a  full  report  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you  in  the  min- 
utes. A  pleasant  feature  connected  with  this  communication  was  the 
banquet  in  the  evening  at  which  the  wives  of  the  brethren  were  present. 
This  added  very  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion,  and  to  the 
brethren  of  Chilliwack  I  say  "  A  Happy  Thought. " 

December  14th,  1895.  A  special  communication  was  convened  at  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Wellington,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  Corner  Stone 
of  the  New  Methodist  Church  at  Wellington  and  of  paying  an  official 
visit  to  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  21.  A  full  report  will  be  found  in  the 
minutes. 

On  this  occasion,  the  ladies  of  the  Methodist  Church  entertained  the 
visitors  at  a  splendid  banquet  in  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall. 


OrVIIilTlES. 


On  Friday,  February  14th,  1896, 1  received  an  invitation  from  the 
officers  and  members  of  Cascade  Lodge,  No.  12,  to  a  Masonic  Ball  in  the 
Hotel  Vancouver,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
Buooessf  ul  events  in  the  history  of  Vancouver. 
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On  Friday,  April  17th,  1896,  I  received  another  invitation  to  a 
Masonic  Ball  given  by  Mountain  Lodge,  'No.  11,  at  Donald.  The 
brethren  at  Donald  certainly  know  how  to  entertain.  I  was  received 
with  a  right  royal  welcome  and  full  Masonic  honors,  and  thoroughly 
enjoyed  myself  as  I  am  sure  all  present  did.  I  shall  not  soon  forget  the 
occasion. 

The  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary  will  no  doubt  in  his  report  give  you  a 
statement  of  the  different 

BY-LAWS 

which  have  been  amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  new  constitution,  also 
those  of  New  Lodges  which  have  been  approved  by  me ;  also  of 

GOMMiaSIONB 

received  and  issued  as  well  as  of  Dispensations  granted. 

There  have  been  no  deep  or  weighty  questions  involving  Constitu- 
tional rights  or  Masonic  Jurisprudence  referred  to  me  during  the  year, 
although  some  few  questions  arising  mostly  from  misconcoption  of  the 
meaning  of  some  clauses  of  the  Consatution  have  been  brought  up,  for 
instance : — 

In  October  T  was  asked  by  Mount  Hermon,  No.  7,  if  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances  it  was  necessary  to  get  Union,  No.  9,  to  waive 
jurisdiction  before  they  could  confer  the  degrees  : — A.  M.  Jackson  em- 
ployed at  the  power  house  between  Westmiuster  and  Vancouver  wished 
to  become  a  member  of  Mount  Hermon  by  initiation.  He  knew  no  one 
in  Westminster,  and  spent  most  of  his  spare  time  in  Vancouver.  Union 
had  been  requested  to  waive  jurisdiction  but  objected  to  do  so.  In  the 
mean  time  the  brethren  are  informed  by  Mr.  Jackson  that  he  rents  a 
furnisiied  room  in  Vancouver  which  he  uses  while  there. 

Answer  :— By  referring  to  Section  200,  page  56,  Section  218,  page  60, 
and  Section  222,  page  61,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  option  in  the 
matter.  It  is  a  question  of  residence  not  employment,  and  the  mere 
fact  of  renting  a  room  in  Vancouver  for  convenience  while  in  that  city 
does  not  constitute  residence  as  called  for  in  the  Constitution. 

In  March,  Doric,  No.  18,  asks:  1st,  Is  it,  ace  irding  to  Section  204  of  the 
Constitution  of  British  Columbia,  compulsory  for  a  Brother  after  being 
raised,  to  pass  an  examination  in  open  Lodge  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
M.  M.  Degree  before  he  is  entitled  to  sign  the  By-Laws,  receive  his  Di- 
ploma, vote  or  hold  office  ? 

Answer  :    Yes,  decidedly. 

2nd,  And  if  so,  is  this  retro-active  ?  i.  e.  Is  it  necessary  for  a 
brother  who  has  been  raised  since  this  decision,  and  since  the  passing  of 
Section  204  of  the  New  Constitution,  or  the  equivalent  Section  of  the  old 
Constitution,  to  pass  such  examination,  before  he  is  fully  qualified  to 
vote  or  hold  office,  though  he  has  already  signed  the  By-Law?  and  has 
■  also  received  his  Diploma  ?  * 
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Answer: — Section  204  applies  in  all  oases  after  the  present  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  and'became  law.  Any  brother  raised  since  then 
is  bound  to  comply  with  the  Constitution,  as  the  old  Constitution  became 
null  and  void  on  the  adoption  of  the  present  one  and  therefore  cannot 
be  quoted.  If  however  the  retroaction  refers  to  any  present  ruling,  I 
can  only  p  jint  out  that  my  ruling  does  not  make  or  unmake  the  law,  but 
simply  explains  or  interprets  a  law  already  in  existence,  and  therefore 
if,  as  1  presume  from  the  question,  there  is  a  brother  holding  office  in 
Doric  Lodge  who  was  raised  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion and  has  not  passed  such  examination,  he  holds  his  office  contrary  to 
the  conditions  of  the  Constitution.  But  the  brother  so  holding  office^ 
etc..  is  not  so  much  a  sinner  against  the  Constitution  as  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Lodge  who  put  him  there,  and  gave  him  all  these  pri- 
vileges before  he  was  entitled  to  them.  The  Lodge  cannot  hold  him 
responsible  for  its  actious,  nor  will  the  Grand  Lodge  do  so. 

During  the  month  of  March  I  received  through  the  V.  W.  Grand  Secre- 
tary a  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct  against  R.W.  Bro.  Lees  our  G.J.W., 
made  by  Bro.  Hamilton,  a  M.  M.  of  Ashlar  L<>dge,  and  feeling  sure  that 
an  explanation  would  be  forthcoming,  took  the  first  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  accused  brother  personally  Bro.  Lees  was  very  anxious  and 
willing  to  have  the  matter  investigated  fully.  In  fact  from  what  he  told 
me  I  felt  sure  there  was  a  misunderstanding  of  the  facts  by  Bro.  Hamil- 
ton, and  therefore,  according  to  Sections  110-111,  page  30,  instructing  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  issue  the  necessary  commission,  I  selected  the  three 
P.  M's.  who  form  the  Committee  on  Petitions  and  Grievances,  as  they 
all  live  in  or  near  Nanaimo.  This  Committee  have  gone  into  the  matter 
thoroughly  with  all  concerned  and  the  testimony  fully  bears  out  my 
former  presumption  that  by  a  misunderstanding  Bro  Lees'  name  was 
mixed  up  in  something  he  had  nothing  to  do  with.  I  have  therefore 
considered  it  as  unnecessary  to  bring  it  before  yon. 

MASONTO  HOME. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  last 
year  to  consider  the  matter  of  establishing  a  Masonic  Home  in  our 
jurisdiction,  I  may  say  that  the  recommendation  of  M.  W.  P.  G.  M.  Mc- 
Micking  has  been  carefully  considered,  and  a  special  report  will  be  laid 
before  you  together  with  a  suggestion  for  taking  the  first  steps  in  this 
direction. 

Brethren,  before  I  lay  down  the  Gavel  of  authority  with  which  you 
entrusted  me  a  year  ago,  allow  me  again  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  honour  conferred  upon  me.  The  work  connected  with  this  high 
office  has  been  to  me  a  labour  of  love,  specially  rendered  so  by  the  uni- 
form kindness  and  loyalty  of  every  officer  and  member  both  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Subordinate  Lodges. 

I  cannot  close  my  address  without  expressing  my  high  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  to  the  Craft  In  this  jurisdiction  and  to  myself 


';. 


,,  '^ 


!  (. 


19 


eapeoially,  by  our  V.  W.  Grand  Secretary.  You  have  simply  to  visit  the 
different  Lodf^es  and  hear  from  one  Secretary  after  another  what  they 
have  to  say  about  Bro.  Quinlan,  to  know  what  a  power  he  is  in  the 
jurisdiction,  patient  and  courteous,  but  particular  to  have  everything 
quite  right. 

And  now  may  the  All  Wise,  the  Great  and  Glorious  Architect  and 
Buler  of  the  Universe,  guide  us  in  our  deliberations,  give  us  a  full  share 
of  true  Masonic  Charity,  tfnd  continue  to  preserve  our  beloved  Institu- 
tion by  cementing  and  adorning  it  and  us  with  every  moral  and  social 
virtue. 
*  Fraternally  submitted, 

LACEY  R.  JOHNSON, 

Grand  Master- 

Resolved, — That  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Special  Committee. 


DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 
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New  Westminster,  June,  1896. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful   Qrand  Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia,  A.  F.&  A.  M.: — 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  occupy  the  valuable  time  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  with  a  lengthy  address,  but  on  the  contrary,  will  make  it  as  brief 
as  possible. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  December,  I  paid  an  official  visit  to  Union 
Lodge  and  installed  the  officers.  Thi?  being  my  own  Lodge,  I  will  leave 
any  remarks  to  the  D.  D.  G.  M.,  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  on 
two  occasions.  Unfortunately,  there  was  no  degree  work  during  either 
of  his  visits. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  January,  I  paid  an  official  visit  to  King  Solo- 
mon Lodge,  and  installed  the  officers.  I  am  a  constant  visitor  at  this 
Lodge,  and  have  trequent  oppurtunities  of  witnessing  their  work,  and 
have  much  pleasure  in  stating  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  they  do  their 
work  well,  and  K.  W.  Bro.  Manson  may  be  justly  proud  of  his  pupils. 

On  the  twelfth  of  May,  I  accompanied  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  on 
his  official  visit  to  King  Solomon  Lodge,  and  witnessed  the  second 
degree  conferred  by  W.  Bro.  Lewis  in  an  able  manner. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  May,  accompanied  by  twenty-five  New  West- 
minster brethren,  I  visited  Cascade  Lodge,  on  the  occasion  of  the  M.  W 
G.  M's  official  visit,  and  witnessed  the  M.  M.  Degree  conferred  by  W.' 
Bro.  Tisdale.    The  work  was  well  done,  the  Master  and  Officers  working 
well  together. 
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On  the  third  of  June,  I  accompanied  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  on  hio 
oflScial  visit  to  Union  Lodge.  W.  Bro.  Johnston  conferred  the  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree,  and  although  I  nm  a  member,  I  cannot  help  com- 
mending him  and  his  officers  for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  degree 
was  conferred. 

This  has  been  a  dull  year  in  our  Masonic  circle.  There  has  been 
very  little  work,  and  we  feel  the  hard  times  in  Westminster,  with  two 
Lodges  to  be  kept  up  in  a  small  community.  Union  Lodge  has  suffered 
loss  by  the  departure  of  a  number  of  brethren  from  the  city,  but  i  know 
of  only  two  brethren  who  have  left  the  jurisdiction,  viz:— W.  Bro.  Duncan 
and  Bro.  Gibson.  ' 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ALEX.  CHARLESON, 

Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Resolved, — That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
address  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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To  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia  :— 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  addresses 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  beg  to 
report  as  follows : 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  to  be  highly  commended  for  his  excel- 
lent address,  more  especially  for  the  masterly  and  eloquent  manner  in 
which  the  tenets  of  our  Order  are  set  forth,  and  we  trust  the  lessoos 
and  objects  he  desires  to  impress  upon  the  Craft  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction, will  be  taken  to  heart,  and  a  determined  effort  made  to  live  up 
to  and  on  a  line  with  the  teachincrs  of  our  Noble  Order. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the  unbroken  chain  of  fraternal  re- 
lations which  continue  to  exist  with  Sister  Grand  Lodges,  also  that  peace 
and  harmony  reign  within  our  own  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  growth  of 
the  Order  has  been  commensurate  with  the  times. 

We  recommend  that  suitable  pages  be  embodied  in  our  proceedings 
to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  Brethren. 

We  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  rulings  as  recorded,  which 
we  find  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  and  Masonic  usage. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  long  list  of  official  visitations,  and  record  of 
official  acts,  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  has  been  alive  to  the  sense  of 
the  duties  pertaining  to  this  high  office.  Grand  Lodge  certainly  should 
place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  good  work  performed  and  zealous 
attention  given  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  during  the  past  year. 
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With  reference  to  the  address  of  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master 
we  find  nothing  therein  requiring  special  consideration  a^  the  hands  of 
Grand  Lodge.  We  however,  desire  to  express  appreciations  of  his  as- 
sistance given  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  of  the  various  duties  per- 
formed and  interest  manifested  by  the  record  of  his  oJQicial  acts. 

Fraternally  submitted, 


MARCUS  WOLFE,      )  „ 
CHARLES  NELSON,  \  Committee. 


The  Grand  Secretary's  and  Grand  Treasurer'^  reports 
were  read. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia'.— 

Your  Grand  Secretary  has  the  honor  of  submitting  herewith  the 
transactions  of  his  oflSce  in  accordance  with  constitutional  requirements. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twenty  fourth  Annual  Communication, 
owing  to  an  unavoidable  delay  in  receiving  stock  by  the  publisher,  were 
not  received  until  the  20th  of.  November.  However,  the  lateness  of  their 
receipt  was  more  than  balanced  by  their  very  attractive  appearance, 
which  has  met  with  the  approval  of  not  only  the  members  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  but  of  many  Grand  Secretaries  who  complimented  us  upon  them, 
riopies  were  sent  as  usual  to  our  own  members  and  the  Grand  Lodges 
\/ith  whom  we  enjoy  fraternal  correspondence. 

CHABTEBS. 

In  compliance  with  resolution  of  last  Session  a  Charter  was  issued 
on  3rd  July  to  Kaslo  Lodge  as  No.  25,  also,  in  accordance  with  constitu- 
tion, a  seal,  complete  set  of  Lodge  books,  stationery,  etc.  This  innova- 
tion, 1  am  pleased  to  say,  has  met  with  the  entire  approval  of  the  Lodge 
in  question,  and  will  certainly  effect  a  decided  improvement  by  tending 
to  make  the  transactions  and  records  of  Lodges  to  a  great  extent 
uniform. 

LODGES  UNDER  DISPENSATION. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  a  Dis- 
pensation was  issued  on  9th  December,  1895,  to  Cumberland  Lodge, 
Union,  B.  0.  The  petition  was  thoroughly  investigated  oy  R.  W.  Bro. 
Coburn,  D.  D.  Q.  M.,  before  action  was  taken.  A  similar  Dispensation 
was  issued  on  March  Ist,  1896,  to  Corinthian  Lodge,  Rossland.  I  had 
the  pleasure,  while  visiting  that  locality  in  January  last,  of  examining 
the  officers.  The  Master,  W.  Bro.  H.  J.  Raymer  is  a  Past  D.  D.  G.  M.  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba.  The  work  of  Bro.  Raymer  and  his  officers 
was  perfect,  the  prospects  very  gratifying,  and  I  am  uure  the  record  of 
their  work  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
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oomnssioNs. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  has  granted  the  following  to  Grand 
RepresentativoB : 

March  9, 1896.— To  R.  W.  Bro.  Alfred  Moyes,  near  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Idaho,  vice  Bro.  Dickson,  deceased. 

April  22, 1896.— To  W.  Bro.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  vice  Bro.  Beasley,  deceased. 

Commissions  were  issued  to  the  several  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  as  under : 

No.  1  District R.  W.  Bro.  George  Hickey. 

No.  2  District "          P.  McNaughton. 

No.  3  District "          Jno.  Bannerman. 

No.  4  District "          H.  McDermott. 

No.  5  District "          Jno.  W.  Ooburn. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

The  following  were  issued  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  29th  Feb- 
ruary, 1896 : 

May  7th,  1895.— To  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  3.  To  receive  the  application 
of  Mr.  Byers,  rejected  through  enor. 

May  17th,  1895.— To  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  7.  To  confer  de 
grees  upon  Mr.  Eric  Erickson,  mariner,  with  insufficient  residence. 

May  2l8t,  1895.— To  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  7.  To  confer  de- 
grees upon  Mr.  E.  Lookwood,  mariner,  with  insufficient  residence. 

June  19th,  1895. — To  Ionic  I/odge,  No.  19.  To  wear  regalia  at  public 
Divine  service. 

July  3rd,  1895.— To  United  Service,  No.  24.  To  install  officers  at 
other  date  than  By-Laws  specify. 

October  8th,  1895.— To  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  7.  To  confer 
Third  Degree  upon  Bro.  Erie  Erickson,  at  less  interval  than  Constitu- 
tion requires. 

December  9th,  1895.— To  W.  B.  Ferguson  and  associate  brethren  to 
form  a  new  Lodge  at  Union,  B.  C,  to  be  koown  as  Cumberland  Lodge. 

December  13th,  1895.— To  Kaslo  Lodge,  No.  25.  To  elect  and  install 
Bro.  R.  F.  <jreen  as  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Lodge,  he  not  being  a 
Past  Warden. 

December  19th,  1895.— To  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  22.  To  install  officers 
at  other  date  than  By-Laws  specify. 

December  2Gth,  1895.— To  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  17.  To  install 
officers  at  other  date  *^han  By-Laws  specify. 

December  30th,  1895.— To  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  7.  To  confer 
degrees  upon  Mr.  Robt.  Lundie,  mariner,  with  insuffloient  residence. 
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January  3rd,  1896.— To  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  14.  To  wear  Lodcre  re- 
galia at  a  public  ball. 

February  Is*,,  1896. — To  United  Service,  No.  24.    To  confer  degrees 
upon  Bros.  Hammond,  Wimble  and  Mills  at  less  interval  than  constitu 
Ton  requires. 

February  7th,  1896. -To  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19,  To  attend  public  Div- 
vine  service  in  regalia. 

February  7th,  1896.— To  Cascc  'e  Lodge,  No.  12.  To  wear  regalia  in 
public  at  conversazione. 

February  27th,  I8P6.-T0  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  3.  To  confer  Third 
Degree  upon  Bro.  Thos.  Flack  at  less  in  I  «rval  than  constitution  reqiiires. 

February  29th,  1896.— T,;  W.  Bro.  H.  J.  Rayraer  and  associate  breth- 
ren to  form  a  new  Lodge  at  Rossland.  to  be  known  as  Coriothian 
Lodge. 

FBAXERNAIi  DEAD. 

The  following  have  been  reported  : 

Jas.  A.  Cohen Victoria-Columbia,  No.   1. 

Loftus  Browne Vancouver-Quadra,  No.    2. 

Chas.  Hay  ward,  Jr Vancouver-Quadra,  No.    2. 

Morris  Moss,  P.  M Vancouver-Quadra,  No.    2. 

Christian  Hagaman Cariboo,  No.    4. 

J.  Van  Bramer Mount  Hermon,  No.    7. 

H.  E.  Butler Mount  Hermon,  No.    7. 

G.  D.  Corrigan Cascade,  No.  12. 

Chas.  Honeyman Doric,  No.  18. 

Hy.  W.  Suckling Acacia,  No.  22. 

STATISTICS. 

Recommended  for  expulsion  by  Doric,  No.  18,  Wm.  Badcock. 

SUSPZNDRD  FOB  N.P.D. 

No.  1,  Geo.  Deans,  J.  Holland,  Robt.  Mason,  Martin  Thompson, 
Albert  Mason,  F.  Ord.  Mickle,  Wm.  Simpkius,  P.M..  Jos.  Loewen. 

No.  2,  *Geo.  H.  Brown. 

No.  7,  Jas.  Olarkson,  S.  R.  Oonners,  T.  W.  Mayne,  W.  MoKinnurd, 
H.  McVoan. 

No.  9.  W.  H.  Finlaison,  G.  W.  Giliey,  R.  W.  Mcintosh. 

No.  12,  John  Boultbee,  D.  L.  Bockinsall,  A.  W.  Draper,  M.  Hopkirk. 

No.  16,  Alex.  Bain,  Q  Curtis,  J.  Fraser,  W.  Hogg,  R.  Long,  F.  Mun- 
roe,  C.  Wellington. 

No.  20,  F.  W.  Pettit. 
*  Far  U,  H.  C. 
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No.  22,  John  McAllister,  P.  M.,  Wm.  Hobson,  A.  Manson,  Jno. 
Cooper. 


RESTORED. 


No.  7,  Jules  Eggert. 
No.  11,  David  McKay. 

PAST  mASTEt^S'  DiPLiomns. 
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Name. 


Lodge. 


Date  op  Issue. 


1  Thomas,  Gabriel 

2  Perkins,  Wm.  H.  S . . 

3  Young,  Fred.  McB. . . 

4  Johnson,  Lacey  R. . . 
SPiercy,  John 

6  Pearson,  Thos.  B 

7  Williams,  Benjamin 

8  Gavin,  John  J 

9  Salmon,  Emanuel  J. 

10  Reeves,  0.  B 

11  Venn,  Albert  J 


1892  Mt.  Hermon 

1893;  Doric 

1895     «'     

1890  Cascade 


1887 
1890 
1892 
1894 
1885 
1895 
1895 


Victoria-Columbia. 


Acacia 

Victoria-Columbia. 

Ionic 

Miriam 


7 

18 

18 

12 

1 

1 

1 

22 
1 

19 
20 


10th  July,  1895 

4th  Sept.,  1895 
It         i( 

15th  Sept.,  1895 

(t  <( 

t>  (i 

II  II 

4th  Jan.,  1896 
:^4th  April,  1896 

7th  May,  1896 
30th  May,  1896 


fA 


u 


\ 


iafislics 


Th  ,  accompanying  tables  are  compiled  from  the  Returns  of  Char 
tered  LoJges  to  the  29th  of  February.  189(>,  while  tnose  of  Lodges  U  D 
are  to  the  Istof  Juneof  this  year.  The  latter  have  been  included  so 
that  the  condition  of  the  several  Mges  can  be  more  readily  observed  by 
the  Jurisdiction. 

W.  J.  Q. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  RETURNS  FROM  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 


LODPE. 

No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
7 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
U  D 
V  D 

Funds  ft 
Property 

17665  70 

4450  00 

11,500  00 

475  00 

1900  0.-> 
500  00 

1950  00 
8.50  00 

3403  15 

1181  70 
638  91 
714  67 

2070  00 

362  40 

325  (K) 

600  00 

90  45 

1216  80 
556  90 
469  00 

2151  00 
512  14 
360  00 
450  00 

!!!44,892  87 

RELIEF  OBANTED. 

To  Mem- 
bers. 

To  Wid. 

owand 

Orphans 

'1 J  Tran- 
sients. 

$32  50 
500 
3  50 

B'unerals. 

MiBcel. 
laneoUB. 

VintoriA-Columhia. . . 

$90  00 
226  15 

$98  75 

Vancouver-Quadra. . . 
ARhlar 

(Cariboo 

Mount  Hermon  ... 

284  00 

47  50 

Union                    .... 

$15  00 

KamlonpB 

Moiintnin 

30  00 

69  25 

159  00 

3  50 

P'AflniuiA                  

.... 

182  00 

29  00 

Spallnmcheen 

Hiram        

5  75 

Panifio          ...         .... 

King  Solomon 

Doric. 

20  50 

12  00 
10  00 

Ionic. 

Mirntn 

8t.  Johns                .... 

20  00 

Acnciii. 

41  00 

NdIhoti               .... 

3  50 

Dnited  Service  . 

Kanlo. .                    .... 

10  00 

(Cumberland  .  .   . 

(Corinthian  . . 

$773  65 

120  00 

«fl8  75 

T«>tAl 

$378  00 

$47  50 

Va 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Chartered  Lodges 22 

LodgeH  Under  Dispensation 2 

Initiated  in  all  Lodges 121 

Passed 114 

Raised Ill 

Affiliated 41 

Demitted 68 

Died 10 

Suspended 33 

Restored 2 

Recommended  for  Expulsion 1 

Rejected 27 

Diplomas  M.M 120 

Diplomas  P.M 11 

Dispensations  issued 19 

Members  of  Chartered  Lodges 1229 

"       of  Lodges  U.D 43 

F.  C's  and  E.  A's  of  all  Lodges 58 

Total  Receipts $    2100  00 

Total  Funds  and  Property  of  all  Lodges 44392  87 

Total  Relief  to  Members 773  65 

Total  Relief  to  Widows  and  Orphans 20  00 

Total  Relief  to  Transients 378  00 

Funerals  of  Masons 98  75 

Miscellaneous 47  50 

RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 

On  the  1st  of  March  last  I  sent  two  forms  of  Returns  to  each  Lodge 
with  instructions  as  to  filling,  etc.  I  will  fraternally  review  these  Re- 
turns, not  in  any  spirit  of  fault-finding,  but  simply  to  "  give  the  palm 
where  justice  points  it  due." 

March  11th,  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  22,  neatly  written,  names  properly 
entered  in  alphabetical  order.  Correct  in  every  particular;  accompanied 
with  Grand  Lodge  dues. 

April  1st,  United  Service,  No.  24.  The  remarks  on  Acacia  Lodge 
are  equally  appropriate. 

April  6th,  Victoria-Columbia  Lodge,  No.  1  ;  ret  irns  correct ;  fairly 
well  writien  ;  a  good  return.    Fees  not  sent  at  same  time. 

April  10th,  Union  Lodge,  No.  9  ;  very  good  return.  Some  of  new 
names  lack  full  christian  names  ;  well  written.  Fees  accompanied  re- 
port. 

April  21st,  Cariboo  Lodge,  No.  4.  Returns  correct ;  names  properly 
entered  ;  fairly  well  written.    Accompanied  with  fees. 

April  25th,  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  21.  The  "  banner  "  Return.  Pen- 
manship beautiful.    Correct  in  all  details.    Fees  sent  with  Return. 


I! 
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April  25tb,  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  14.  Neat  report,  but  officers  for  1895 
entered.  Some  names  entered  twice  Heturned  for  correction.  Fees 
sent  with  first  report 

April  25th,  Kamloops  Lodge,  No.  10.  Well  written.  One  diploma 
and  one  raising  omitted,  otherwise  correct.    Fees  sent  with  Return. 

April  27th,  Easlo  Lodge,  No.  25.  A  well  written  report.  All  correct 
except  the  omission  of  two  Masons  demitted.    Fees  with  Return. 

April  27th,  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19.  Fairly  well  written.  Names  pro- 
perly entered.    Report  correct.    Fees  also  sent. 

April  28th,  Mount  Hermon,  No.  7.  Gtood  penmanship  but  several 
errors.  Names  in  some  cases  entered  twice,  others  omitted.  Returned 
for  correction.    Fees  sent  with  return. 

April  30th,  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  16.  Writing  indifferent  but  return 
correct,  and  names  all  properly  entered.    Fees  with  Return. 

May  1st,  King  Solomon,  No.  17.  Nicely  written.  Names  of  F.  C. 
and  E.  A.'s  left  out,  otherwise  correct.    Fees  with  Return. 

May  1st,  Spallnmcheen  Lodge,  No.  18.  Return  correct  in  every 
particular.    Fees  received  26th  April. 

May  4th,  Kootenay  Lodge,  No.  15.  Fairly  neat  Return.  Correct  in 
•all  particulars.    Fees  sent  with  return. 

May  9th,  Cascade  Lodge,  No.  12.  Names  properly  entered.  A  good 
Return.    One  Dispensation  omitted.    Fees  not  sent  till  19th  May. 

May  28rd,  Miriam  Lodge,  No.  20.  Beautifully  written  and  correct. 
This  is  Bro.  Billing's  first  attempt  and  does  him  credit.  Fees  accompany 
Return.    Only  fault,  names  not  entered  in  alphabetical  order. 

June  1st,  Nelson  Lodge,  No.  23.  Names  rather  mixed,  which  spoils 
appearance,  but  correct.  Just  received  within  constitutional  limit. 
Fees  received  with  return. 

June  1st,  Cumberland  Lodge,  U.D.  Returns  and  statement  well 
prepared.    Five  particulars  given.    Fees  with  Return. 

June  4th,  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  8.  Well  prepared  report.  Names  all  in 
order.    Correct.    Fees  sent  following  day. 


June  10th,  Doric  Lodge,  No.  18.  Penmanship  indifferent.  No 
record  of  Diplomas  received,  kept  by  secretary.  Fees  not  sent  with 
Return. 


From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  RetnrnB  on  the  whole 
have  been  aa  isfactory.    No  doubt  one  of  the  reawna  for  e™*  is  tat 

have^"nT,,'Z'°,«  r'""""""'  "-^  *""'•  ""^  — ""«  w^o 

to  Ih.  work  llT^  /        "^"""""^  °'  ""  ^^'  »'«  <«  «  K'^'  "to-t  "ew 
to  the  work  and  not  conversant  with  the  details  of  their  Lodge  alftirT 

I  must  aga.n  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesies  alwTs^xtenTd 

tW»  ^  """"'r'"^  ■'""'"^^  *"  "■»  ««="'»"««  to  oommunTe^tC  wth 
Ir       •  '""'  "°""'°'"'  ""  ''°""'  «'^""«  ""-"  eharact?rize%h2 

Very  fraternally  submitted, 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Victoria,  B.  C,  16th  June,  1896. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  M.  W,  Grand 
Lodge  of  British  Columbia: — 

Yonr  Grand  Treasurer  is  pleased  to  submit  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
statement  of  the  trausactions  of  his  office  for  the  past  Masonic  year. 

The  Receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  past  year  have  been  $2,100  GO 
The  Disbursements  as  per  vouchers  herewith        -        -  $1,760  15 

There  was  a  Balance  at  the  end  of  last  year  of  -  -  -  $1,213  08 
And  we  now  carry  forward  a  balance  of  ....  $1,553  53 
which  shows  an  increase  of $  249  85 

The  transactions  of  the  Charity  Fund  have  been  enormous,  and  all 
arrears  of  interest  have  been  collected,  except  that  of  Pacific  Lodge, 
which  however  does  not  fall  due  until  10th  August  next,  the  balance  of 

This  fund  which  stood  at $3,726  68 

now  stands  at $4,493  93 

includes  repayments  of $  510  00 

Your  Grand  Treasurer  regrets  that  owing  to  an  operation  he  lately 
underwent,  and  owing  to  a  severe  cold  contracted,  he  is  unable  to  be 
personally  present,  as  his  doctor  has  ordered  him  to  retire  to  bed,  but 
he  trusts,  however,  that  your  Finance  Ck)mmittee  will  find  his  accounts 
and  vouchers  in  order.  The  small  collection  for  interest  being  this  time 
omitted,  which  would  have  been  done  last  time,  had  your  Treasurer  con- 
sidered his  office  a  salaried  one. 

Wishing  the  Grand  Lodge  every  prosperity,  and  only  regretting 
that  sickness  prevents  my  personal  presence  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge, 

I  remain,  fraternally, 

H.  F.  HEISTERMAN, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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Resolved.— That  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  and  the 
Treasurer  be  received  and  printed. 
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.;:;      I 


The  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters'  Reports  v^ere  read- 
Ordered, — That  tlie  Reports  be  received  and  printed, 

REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTER, 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 


EsQuiMALT,  June,  1896. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Qrnnd  Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  on  the  condition  of 
Masonry  in  No.  1  District.  I  beg  to  state  that  during  the  year  I  have 
paid  each  Lodge  in  my  District  four  visits,  and  that  they  were  made 
without  giving  the  Lodges  any  notice  of  my  intention,  thereby  enabling 
me  to  form  a  better  judgment  of  their  general  mode  of  conducting  the 
ceremonies  of  the  different  degrees,  etc. 

Since  my  appointment  to  the  important  office  of  D.  D.  G.  M.,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fill  the  responsible  position  to  the  full  extent  afforded 
me  by  my  Masonic  knowledge,  for  I  feel  that  accuracy  of  work  in  our 
beautiful  ritual  is  most  essential,  and  I  determined  that  my  efforts  should 
be  especially  in  that  direction.  From  my  more  recent  visits  to  the 
Lodges,  I  believe  that  my  efforts  have  been  conducive  of  some  good  for 
the  Worshipful  Masters  and  theii"  Officers  are  doing  better  work.  In- 
terest in  degree  work  is  increasing  in  the  district,  and  consequently 
there  is  a  better  average  attendance  at  the  meetingM.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  for  a  grfit^^  deal  of  the  success  of  a  Lodge,  depends  on  the  proficiency 
of  its  officers,  which  I  have  never  hesitiated  to  impress  on  them,  and 
when  praise  was  merited  I  cordially  rendered  it,  and  when  requiring  to 
reprove,  I  did  so  in  as  gentle  and  kia  lly  way  as  I  possibly  could,  and  I 
have,  1  may  say,  in  each  and  every  case  met  with  encouragement  for  so 
doing. 

VISITATIONS. 

Victoria  Columbia,  No.  1.  My  first  visit  was  at  an  emergency  meet- 
ing held  on  the  17th  October,  1895,  to  witness  the  conferring  of  the  1st 
Degree.  There  appeared  to  be  a  slight  want  of  interest  exhibited  by  the 
W.  M.  and  some  of  the  Officers,  as  result  of  not  being  conversant  with 
the  ritual,  although  they  had  been  in  office  about  9  months.  On  express- 
ing myself  to  that  effect,  the  W.  M.  acknowledged  there  was  room  for 
improvement,  and  hoped  that  I  would  notice  a  marked  difference  on  my 
next  visit. 
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On  the  19th  December,  I  again  paid  a  visit  to  witness  the  3rd  De- 
gree conferred.  I  was  much  disappointed  when  the  Lodge  was  opened 
to  hear  the  W.  M.  was  unable  to  be  present,  however  W.  Bro.  Oddy,  I. 
P.  M.,  took  the  Chair,  and  conferred  the  degree  in  a  creditable  manner. 
I  was  also  pleased  to  see  that  the  officers  appeared  t^  take  more  interest 
throughout  the  ceremony,  than  they  did  on  my  previous  visit.  I  regret 
that  owing  to  my  service  duties  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  for 
the  Installation  of  Officers,  which  was  held  on  the  2nd  January,  1896, 
more  especially  as  it  would  have  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  who  was  present  to  install  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  yeaY.  I  also  heard  that  after  the  closing  of  the  LoJge  a  very 
pleasant  time  was  spent,  in  fraternal  intercourse. 

My  third  visit  was  at  an  emergency  meeting,  held  on  the 20th  March, 
1896,  when  the  1st  Degree  was  conferred.  I  was  pleased  to  see  a  decided 
improvement  had  taken  place,  the  W.  M.  and  officers  appeared  to  take 
an  interest  in  their  work.  A  liberal  use  of  the  organ  was  introduced  into 
the  ceremony,  which  I  think  adds  a  certain  amount  of  solemnity  and 
attractiveness  to  the  conferring  of  degrees. 

My  last  visit  was  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the  7th  May,  1896, 

when  I  witnessed  the  3rd  Degree  conferred.    It  gave  me  much  pleasure 

to  be  able  to  compliment  ''le  W.  M.,  Bro.  Salmon  and  Officers  of  the 
Lodge  on  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  had  conferred  the 

Degree.    I  was  also  pleased  to  see  that  so  many  Past  Masters  were 

present,  and  that  the  Brethren  appeared  to  take  a  marked  interest 

in  the  general  working  of  the  Lodge. 

Vancouver-Quadra,  No.  2.  My  first  visit  to  this  Lodge  was  at  an 
emergency  meeting,  held  on  the  28th  August,  1895,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  r.f  seeing  the  Ist  Degree  conferred  in  a  very  creditable  manner. 

On  the  16th  October,  I  again  in  company  with  the  W.  M.  and  Senior 
Warden  of  United  Se'-vice  Jjodge,  paid  a  visit  to  see  the  3rd  Degree  con- 
ferred, and  I  felt  pleased  before  leaving  to  compliment  W,  Bro.  Wilson 
and  Officers  on  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  had  performed  their 
duties  during  the  eveniog. 

By  the  kind  invitation  of  W.  Bro.  Wilson,  I  again  attended  the 
Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  Officers  on  the  27th  December. 
I  was  accompanied  by  several  Grand  f^odge  Officers  past  and  present- 
''•'d  was  ably  assisted  in  the  ceremonies  by  P.  G.  M.  McKeown  and  P.  M. 
;^,etherby.  During  the  evening  a  very  handsome  Past  Mastef's  Jewel  was 
presented  to  W.  Bro.  Wilson,  by  P.  G.  M.  Milne  on  behalf  of  the  Brethren 
of  the  Lodge.  The  last  named  Brother  in  a  few  chosen  words  spoke  of 
the  I.  P.  M.'s  many  good  qualities,  as  well  an  of  the  si'rvices  rendered  to 
the  TiOdge  during  his  MasterHhip.  W.  Bk).  Wilson  reaponded  in  feeling 
terms.  We  afterwards  adjourned  to  the  room  adjoining  the  Lodge  Room, 
and  were  royally  entertained  at  the  festive  board,  a  couple  of  hours  being 
pleasai'tiv  spon'  in  fraternal  intercourse. 
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My  next  visit  was  on  the  18lh  March,  189G.  I  then  witnessed  the  con- 
ferring of  the  ist  Degree.  The  Master,  W.  Bro.  Glover  and  his  Officers 
did  their  work  very  creditably. 

My  Jf'.ot  visit  was  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the  20th  May,  1896. 
The  3rd  Degree  was  conferred.  Before  leaving  I  was  pleased  to  compli- 
ment W.  Bro.  Glover  and  the  Officers  of  the  Lodge  on  the  excellence  of 
their  work,  also  the  Brethren  on  their  being  more  particular  in  their 
precision  of  action,  when  called  to  order,  and  further  stated  that  1  was 
very  pleased  to  know  that  a  truer  Masonic  spirit  existed  amongst  them, 
than  when  I  entered  on  my  duties  last  yea''. 

United  Service  L'dge,  No.  24.  This  being  my  own  lodge,  it  is  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  diffidence  that  I  approach  the  task  of  criticizing 
it,  the  Officers  thereof,  and  their  work,  as  I  was  present  on  all  occasions 
with  the  exception  of  once,  during  the  year  that  the  liodge  was  convened. 
I  c£,n  only  say  that  the  past  reputation  of  the  Lodge  for  work,  has  been 
maintained  by  W.  Bro.  Muir,  and  his  Officers  during  the  year. 

Its  membership  is  chiefly  composed  of  Brethren  serving  in  the  Naval, 
Military,  or  Dominion  Services,  consequently  its  numbers  fluctuate  from 
time  to  time.  However,  as  they  are  so  much  under  discipline,  they 
naturally  introduce  into  the  Lodge  an  exactness,  and  precision  of  acti  n, 
which  add  greatly  to  the  eflfectiveness  of  the  ceremonies. 

My  first  and  last  duties  were  discharged  at  this  Lodge.  On  the  first 
occasion,  accompanied  by  several  Grand  Lodge  Officers,  past  and  present, 
I  attended  on  the  16th  July,  1896,  for  the  purpose  of  Installing  the 
Officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  in  which  ceremony  I  was  ably  assisted  by 
r.  G.  M.  McKeown.  On  its  conclusion  I  was  somewhat  surprised  when 
W.  Bro.  Muir,  the  newly  installed  Master,  on  behalf  of  the  Brethren  of 
the  Lodge,  pinned  a  very  handsome  V.  M.  Jewel  on  my  breast,  at  the 
same  time  expressLig  their  appreciation  of  my  past  services  to  the  Lodge 
This,  I  think  was  more  than  I  deserved,  as  after  all,  I  had  only  done  my 
duty  as  a  Mason  ;  however,  when  I  look  upon  that  Jewel  it  will  ever  bring 
to  my  remembrance  the  happy  time  I  spent  and  the  kindly  feeling  of  the 
brethren  of  United  Service  Lodge,  No.  24,  towards  me,  during  my  Master- 
ship which  extended  from  its  formation  up  to  tha*^^  date. 

The  last  duty  discharged  in  this  Lodge  was  to  preside  during  the 
election  of  Officers  on  the  !kd  inst.  On  the  conclusion  of  the  business  of 
th'  Lodge,  the  Brethren  were  At  Home  to  the  Sister  Lodges  of  '^he  dis- 
trict, and  it  also  alTorded  them,  an  opportunity  to  bid  farewell  to  the 
Brethren  who  had  been  members  of  the  Lodge  and  wore  about  to  leave 
for  England  on  bor.rd  H.  M.  Ship  "lloyal  Arthur."  A  goodly  number 
of  visiting  Brethren  were  present,  as  well  as  all  the  Brethren  about  to 
leave  toe  district,  A  few  pleasant  hours  were  spent  around  the  festive 
board,  several  Brethren  expressing  their  regret  at  having  to  part  wW.i 
so  many  Masonic  frieuds  and  funaders  of  the  Lodge. 
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The  exchange  of  -visits  between  the  Lodges  in  the  district  has  been 
frequent,  and  the  mutual  interchange  of  fraternal  feelings,  and  the 
social  intercourse  iiave  been  conducive  of  much  good. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  books,  forms,  etc.,  of  the  several 
Lodges  in  my  district,  and  find  them  kept  in  a  careful  and  efficient 
manner.  I  also  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Secretaries  for 
their  courtesy  at  all  times,  in  furnishing  me  with  information  and  giving 
me  due  notice  of  all  meetings  of  their  Lodges. 

In  conclusion  I  must  say  that  I  have  been  everywhere  cordially 
welcomed,  the  Brethren  vying  with  each  other  to  make  my  visits  pleasant. 
For  their  many  kindnesses  I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my 
warme.st  thanks,  and  I  can  assure  them  (although  in  all  probability  I  will 
be  leaving  the  province  for  England  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge)  that  the  past  year  has  bten,  and  will  ever  be  regarded  as  the 
brightest  in  my  Masonic  life. 

Tendering  my  best  wishes  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  Craft  in 
British  Columbia  and  thanking  you,  M.  W.  Sir,  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  me  at  the  beginning  of  your  term  of  office  as  CJrand  Master,  and 
trusting  that  my  successor  will  have  as  little  difficulty,  and  as  few  un- 
pleasant conditions  to  contend  with  as  I  have  had,  also  that  the  many 
fraternal  courtesies  that  I  have  invariably  received  from  the  Brethren 
during  my  term  of  office  will  be  extended  to  him, 

I  am,  Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brethren, 

Fraternally  yours, 

(}.  HICKEY, 

D.  D.  G.  M.,  No.  1  District. 

:o: 


llEPOKT  OF  niSTUICT  DEPUTY  OR  AND  MASTER, 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 


Vancouvkr,  June,  lft96. 

To  Ihv  Most  WorxhipJ'ul,  the  (ivanil  Mxstcr,  Offirvrs  (iml  Mtitilurs  of  the 
(iranil  Lodgi  of  liriii><li  Cohinihin,  A.  F,  and  A.  M. 

MoHT  VVoKsiiirrutj  Sik  and  Bkethken  :— 

It  gives  me  great  plensure  to  present  the  following  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  DiHtrict  No.  2  : 

It  was  with  no  little  surprise  that  I  found  myself  |)laood  in  the 
li<<:u)rHblo  position  of  D.  D.  Q.  M.  of  Masonic  District,  No.  2,  at  last 
regular  communication  of  (Irand  Lodge  ;  and  it  was  the  more  ho,  as  the 
thought  of  aspirini?  thereto  had  not  (XHJurred  to  nie.  I  wish,  none  the 
less  sincerely,  however,  to  express  n>y  thanks  for,  and  appreciation  of 
the  honor  cimferred. 
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I  have  visited  each  lodge  of  the  District  officially,  and  in  some  cases 
have  been  able  to  attend  more  than  one  meeting.  These  visits  have 
been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  profit  to  to  me. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

On  December  27th  I  assisted  at  the  installation  of  the  officers  of 
Mount  Hermon  and  Cascade  Lodges.  The  work  of  the  evening  con- 
cluded, we  repaired  to  Hotel  Vancouver  where  Ja  banquet  was  served, 
which  was  complete  in  every  respect. 

After  the  usual  toasts  and  speeches  the  Brethren  dispersed,  with  an 
expression  indicating  that  a  very  enjoyable  time  had  been  spent. 

On  March  4th  I  visited  Union  Lodge,  No.  9,  New  Westminster,  and 
was  pleased  to  meet  with  distinguished  Brethren  of  the  Order  in  the 
persons  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Charleson,  D.  G.  M.,  R.  W.  Peter  Grant,  and 
Past  8.  G.  Warden  of  this  M.  W. '  -)>vA  Tjodge,  W.  Bro.  De  W.  Smith, 
my  immediate  predecessor,  and  seve  Hst  Masters  of  the  Lodge,  to 

whom  I  extend  my  warmest  thanks  fo-     leir  kindness  to  me  upon  that 
and  a  succeeding  occasion. 

On  my  entrance  into  the  Lodge  I  found  a  very  pleasant  W.  M.,  who 
was  somewhat  embarrassed  to  find  neither  of  the  cnndidatt^s  for  the  first 
or  third  degrees  was  present,  also  that  all  his  officers  were  not  in  their 
places.  I  again  visited  this  Lodge  on  April  1st,  but  the  fates  seemed 
against  me,  for  again  no  candidates  put  in  an  appearance. 

The  books  and  records  of  this  Lodge  are  in  good  shape,  very  neatly 
and  legibly  kept,  but  when  I  inform  you  that  my  immediate  predecessor 
is  the  Secretary  you  will  not  wonder  at  that. 

On  April  22nd  I  visited  Pacific  Lodge,  No.  16,  Mission  City.  The 
first  degree  was  exemplified  very  creditably,  considering  the  disadvant- 
ages under  which  the  Brethren  labor.  The  W.  M.  lives  twenty  miles 
from  the  Lodge,  the  8.  W.  nine,  the  J.  W.  four,  and  the  Secretary  about 
seven.  The  first  two  mentioned  get  to  the  Lodge  by  rail,  the  last  two 
walk.  The  officers  of  this  Lodge  show  a  zeal  for  Masonry,  which  in  my 
opinion  is  highly  commendable. 

On  April  24th  I  visited  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  19,  Chilliwhaok.  Here  I 
found  one  of  the  most  neatly  furnished  Masonic  homes  in  the  district, 
with  kind  and  courteous  members.  The  third  degeee  was  exemplified. 
This  Lodge  has  a  good  set  of  officers  who  only  require  practice  to  be- 
come expert  workmen.  Bro.  Paisley,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  many 
kindnesses  during  my  visit,  makes  a  very  efficient  Secretary. 

On  April  14th  I  visited  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  17,  New  West- 
minster. The  work  was  an  initiation,  which  was  done  perhaps  in  a 
faultless  manner.  W.  Bro.  Lewis  and  his  officers  seem  to  recognize  the 
fact  that  accepting  office  carries  with  it  the  respouHibilities  incident  to 
the  proper  perfr)rmanoe  of  the  duty  iippertainjng  thereto.  The  books 
and  records  seem  to  be  ir  ;ood  hands. 
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On  April  20th  I  visited  Cascade  Lodf^e,  No.  12,  Vancouver.  Work 
of  the  eveninf;  was  a  raising,  which  was  very  well  done.  The  officers  ap- 
peared to  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  duties  and  seem  to  vie  with 
each  other  "  as  to  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree."  The  Secretary 
is  a  zeal  jus  and  efficient  officer  and  has  his  work  well  in  haud. 

On  May  12th  I  visited  Mount  Hermon  Lodge,  No.  7,  Vancouver.  Had 
the  opportunity  of  witnessing  an  initiation.  The  officers  seemed  desirous 
of  doing  the  work  in  the  best  possible  manner,  yet  it  appears  to  me  it 
did  not  come  up  to  that  high  standard  that  we.  ns  Masons,  working  the 
York  Kite,  should  aspire  to.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  before  the 
end  of  the  year  there  will  be  a  marked  improvement. 

On  May  14th  I  visited  Acacia  Lodge,  No.  22,  Vancouver.  This  was 
an  emergent  meeting  and  was  called  to  suit  my  convenience,  it  being 
almost  impossible  for  me  to  attend  at  a  regular  meeting.  The  work  was 
a  passing,  and  was  well  done,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  one  of  the 
principfl  officers.  The  Secretary  has  his  work  in  excellent  shape.  The 
difficulty  mentioned  in  my  predecessor's  report  I  am  glad  to  say,  has 
been  amicably  settled. 

In  closing,  I  have  to  thank  the  officers  and  brethren  of  the  different 
Lodges  for  their  uniform  assistance  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I  wish,  also,  to  thank  the  brethren  who  so  kindly  accompanied  me 
in  making  several  visits,  and  I  am  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  I  leave 
the  Second  Masonic  District  to  my  successor  in  peace  and  harmony. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

P.  McNAUGHTON, 


D.D.G.M.,  IHstrict  No.  2. 


:o: 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTEE, 
DISTRICT  No.  5. 


Nanaimo,  B.C.,  June,  1896. 

To  the  Mo'it  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Brethren  oj  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Brethren,— 

It  is  with  feelings  of  thankfulness  that  I  am  spared  to 
render  an  account  of  my  stewardship  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
for  District  No.  5,  to  which  I  was  appointed  for  the  second  time.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fill  that  honourable  office  to  the  best  of  my  humble 
ability. 

Since  our  last  annnal  meeting  some  of  us  have  passed  through  the 
fiery  trial  of  affiiotion.  The  all-devouring  scythe  of  Time  has  visiL  jl 
our  homes  and  sundered  the  nearest  and  deareet  of  earthly  ties.    But 
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though  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  has  seen  fit  to  attUct  us  in 
His  own  mysterious  way,  we  have  many  causes  for  thankfulness. 

I  wish  to  mention  the  kind  and  sympathetic  acts  of  the  brethren 
durinjf  my  late  aflliction.  Their  thout^htfulness  materially  lightened  the 
burden  and  soothed  the  sting  of  grief. 

During  the  past  year  oue  new  Loilge  known  as  "  Cumberland,"  situ- 
ated at  Union  Mines,  has  been  formed  in  this  District.  A  detailed 
account  of  it  is  given  further  on. 

On  Sep'. ember  7th  I  made  an  official  visit  to  St.  John's  Lodge  at 
Wellington,  and  was  received  in  a  manner  befitting  the  representative 
of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia.  We  were 
grieved  and  shocked  at  the  news  that  the  Worshipful  Mnster  had  the 
previous  day  met  with  a  very  painful  accident  which  nearly  cost  him  his 
life  and  confined  him  to  bed  for  several  weeks.  P.  M.  Bro.  Stewart 
ably  filled  the^Mnster's  chair  duiiug  the  Master's  absence,  and  conferred 
the  Third  Degree,  the  ceremony  of  which  whs  carried  out  in  all  its 
entirety. 

I  examined  the  books  and  found  them  kept  in  a  neat  and  correct 
manner,  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Secretary. 

St.  John's  Lodge  is  doing  good  work,  with  every  prospect  of  con- 
tinued success. 

On  November  26th,  with  the  assistance  of  P.  M.  Bro.  Stewart  and 
several  of  the  brethren  of  Ashlar  Lodge,  I  examined  Bro.  Ferguson  as  to 
his  proficiency  for  filling  the  office  of  Master  of  Cumberland  Lodge, 
about  to  be  formed.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  we  considered  he  passed 
a  highly  creditable  examinntit)n,  and  accordingly  we  had  much  pleasure 
not  only  in  approving  of  him  as  Master,  but  in  recommending  the 
petition  of  the  brethren  to  form  the  lodge. 

On  December  18th,  having  jtreviously  received  a  Dispensation  from 
the  Grand  Secretary,  I  had  the  honour  of  instituting  a  new  lodge  at 
Cumberland  with  a  charter  membership  of  fourteen.  On  my  arrival  at 
Union  Wharf,  I  was  mot  at  the  boat  by  a  delegation,  who  received  me 
in  th'?  most  cordial  manner. 

Having  instituted  and  opened  the  lodge  in  due  form,  and  handed 
the  gavel  to  the  newly  appointed  Master,  Bro.  Ferguson,  I  witnessed  the 
exemplification  of  the  First  Degree.  The  work  was  performed  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner  indeed,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  compliment  the 
officers  accordingly. 

In  the  performance  of  this  official  duty  I  was  materially  assisted  by 
P.  M.  Bro.  Young,  of  Doric  Lodge. 

After  the  lodge  was  closed,  we  were  entertained  at  a  very  nicely  pre- 
pared lunch,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all,  and  which  brought 
the  prooeodings  to  a  close. 
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The  prospects  of  Cumberland  Ijodge  are  very  bright,  and  I  would 
heartily  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  at  this  present  communi- 
cation. As  the  report  of  its  proceedings  up  to  the  present  time  will  be 
laid  before  you,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  ma*ke  any  comments  on  the  work 
done  by  this  lodge  since  its  institution. 

December  19th  found  us  assembled  in  Hiram  Lodge,  a  special  com- 
municatton  having  been  called  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the 
Third  Degree.  This  was  my  second  oflBcial  visit  to  Hiram  Lodge,  and  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  at  the  improvement  the  oflicers  and  members 
have  made  in  their  work  since  my  last  visit.  Their  work  having  been 
exemplified  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner,  I  directed  their  attention  to 
some  improvements  which  I  considered  necessary,  viz. :  providing  suit- 
able pillars  and  tasselated  carpet.  A  change  in  their  forms  for  initia- 
tion is  necessary.    This,  I  believe,  they  have  attended  to. 

I  examined  their  several  books  and  found  them  kep'  in  the  same 
systematic  manner  as  during  the  previous  year.  In  looking  over  their 
minute  book,  I  found  that  no  examinations  were  made  in  the  Third 
Degree,  and  I  also  referred  to  this.  With  a  few  closing  remarks  of 
instruction  and  advice  from  myself  and  an  address  from  P.  M.  Bro. 
Young,  who  was  again  with  us,  the  meeting  was  closed  in  peace  and 
harmony.  We  were  then  invited  to  a  sumptuous  banquet  at  the 
Courtenay  House,  where  ample  justice  was  done  to  the  wants  of  the 
inner  man.  After  the  usual  Masonic  toasts,  we  were  driven  to  C'omox 
Wharf. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  I  was 
entertained  by  the  brethren  of  both  Hiram  and  Cumberland  Lodges,  and 
I  must  express  regret  that  more  of  the  Grand  officers  were  not  with  us 
on  both  occasions. 

On  December  27th,  St.  John's  Day,  I  made  an  official  visit  to  my 
own  and  mother  lodge  (Ashlar),  having  been  previously  invited  by  the 
retiring  Master  to  attend  and  install  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
which  I  considered  both  an  honour  and  a  pleasant  duty  to  perform. 

I  was  received  in  the  most  cordial  manner  by  the  Master  and 
brethren  and  with  due  reppect  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

After  the  installation,  the  retiring  Master,  Bro.  Jos.  M.  Brown,  was 
presented  with  a  very  handsome  Past  Master's  Jewel  by  the  brethren  as 
a  recognition  of  his  faithful  services.    The  presentation  was  made  by  P. 
M.  Bro.  Bate  with  very  appropriate  remarks. 

I  wish  to  make  mention  here  of  the  very  punctual  attendance  of  the 
retiring  Master,  who  was  present  at  every  meeting  held  during  the  year. 

One  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  presence  of  the 
Master,  Wardens,  and  several  other  officers  and  brethren  of  Doric 
Lodge,  showing  that  peace  and  harmony  exist  Ijetween  the  two  1-  dges— 
and  long  may  it  continue. 
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After  addresses  from  the  newly  installed  officers,  from  W.  M.  Davis, 
1\  M.  Perkins  and  several  others  of  Doric  Lodge,  the  lodge  closed  in 
peace  and  harmony. 

The  financial  standing  of  Ashlar  Lodge  is,  I  believe,  second  to  none 
in  the  Province,  they  having  wiped  out  the  debt  so  long  standing,  leav- 
ing a  balance  in  cash  to  the  good,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  Grand 
Secretary's  report. 

On  January  14th,  accompanied  by  W.  Grand  Pursuivant  Bro. 
Perkins,  I  made  an  ofiScial  visit  to  Doric  Lodge  and  witn  ssed  the  work 
in  the  Third  Degree.  •  We  were  received  in  the  usual  cordial  and  befit- 
ting manner  by  the  Master  and  brethren.  After  a  few  brief  remarks,  1 
requested  the  oflBcers  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  evening.  The 
candidate  was  examined  as  tu  his  proficiency  in  the  Second  Degree,  and 
passed  the  most  creditable  and  perfect  examination  I  have  ever  had  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing. 

The  work  of  conferring  the  degree  was  very  satisfactory  indeed,  and 
showed  that  the  brethren  were  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Lodge.  There  was  a  marked  improvement  since  my  last  oflScial 
visit,  about  one  year  ago. 

One  exception,  however,  I  was  obliged  to  take  in  regard  to  the 
work.  The  officers  were  neglecting  to  examine  candidates  as  to  their 
proficiency  in  the  Third  Degree  before  having  them  sign  the  By-Laws 
and  become  members  of  the  lodge.  This,  they  held,  was  not  called  for 
in  the  Constitution.  The  matter  has  now  been  satisfactorily  adjusted, 
and  the  work  is  being  carried  out  accordingly. 

Doric  Lodge  has  not  yet  secured  a  hall  of  its  own,  and  has  conse- 
quently not  got  the  present  lodge  room  furnished  as  the  members  would 
like,  but  it  is  expected  that  arrangements  for  a  more  suitable  place  will 
shortly  be  made. 

After  labour,  the  Lodge  went  to  refreshment  and  enjoyed  an 
excellent  spread.  After  listenmg  to  remarks  from  visiting  brethren 
from  Cumberland  (U  D.),  Vancouver-Quadra,  Ashlar,  and  Lodges  in 
Washington,  the  Lodge  was  closed  in  the  usual  form. 

The  several  books  of  the  Lodge  are  kept  in  a  very  efficient  and 
systematic  manner,  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  present  Secretary. 

The  attendance  was  good,  as  will  be  shown  later  on. 

Masonry  in  this  District  has  improved  during  the  past  year,  fin- 
ancially, numerically,  and  in  proficiency  of  work.  The  several  Tiodges, 
with  one  exception,  have  conferred  more  than  the  average  number  of 
degrees,  and  the  attendance  was  about  as  large  as  could  be  expected 
under  existing  circumstances,  as  the  following  table  will  show: — 
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No.  of  Meet- 
ings daring 
Name  of  Lodge.       year. 

Master. 

Present: 
8.  Warden.  J. 

Warden 

Average  No. 
of  Mem- 
bers. 

Member- 
ship of 
Lodge. 

Ashlar,  No.    3  ...   16 

16 

7 

7 

16.75 

95 

Hiram,  No.  14....  15 

14 

12 

13 

11. CO 

36 

Doric,  No.  18....  14 

14 

13 

14 

15.14 

40 

St.  John,  No.  21..  21 

20 

20 

20 

19.71 

38 

From  the  above  figures,  we  see  that  St.  John  has  the  highest  per- 
centage of  attendance  and  Ashlar  the  lowest,  but  this  is  partially 
accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  Ashlar's  members  who  have  been 
obliged  to  leave  town  on  account  of  the  continued  depression  ic 
Nauaimo. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  amongst  the  Lodges  and  members 
generally,  and  Masonry  is  attaining  in  a  degree  the  object  sought. 

There  appears  to  be,  however,  a  growing  tendency  in  some  of  the 
Lodges  to  give  too  much  publicity  in  regard  to  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Lodge,  a  tendency  which  is  to  be  much  regretted,  and  should  be 
guarded  against  by  every  Lodge  and  each  individual  member. 

During  my  term  of  office,  T  have  been  assisted  by  the  brethren  in 

every  way  whenever  and  wherever  their  assistance  was  required,  and  it 

is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  now  look  back  to  the  nsits  made  to 

each  of  the  Lodges  in  this  District,  and  trust  that  my  successor  will 

enjoy  equally  as  great  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  I 

have  in  mine. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

.     JOHN  W.  COBURN, 

D.D.Q.M.  District  No.  5. 
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Grand  Lodge  called  off  till  8  p.m. 


■:o: 


Ifl  GI^Aflt)   IiODGE. 

FIRST    DAY— EVENING    SESiSION. 

OKANI)    LODGE    AT    LA,HOB. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  (SPECIAL) 


The  report  of  the  Conmiittee  on  Credentials  was  road. 

We,  your  committee  on  Gredentials  having  examined  the  Porch 
Book  of  Grand  Lodge  and  the  proxies  sent  by  the  several  subordinate 
Lodges,  respectfully  report  that  the  following  are  present  and  duly 
qualified  : 


wwfXWJMri^pri^i-wrrnii^jiit^rjiriffjiiiyi.iiyiir- 
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ViCTOBIA-CoiiUMBIA   LODOE,    No.    1 

H.  L.  Salmon Worshipful  Master 

W.  A.  liichardson Senior  Warden 

A.  McKeown proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

V'ancouvkr-Quadra  Lodge,  No.  2:    . 

Geo.  Glover Worshipful  Master. 

Geo.  Glover proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

A.  M,  Muir Junior  Warden. 

Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  3  : 

Geo.  Thomson Worshipful  Master. 

Geo.  Thomson proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Cariboo  Lodge,  No.  4  : 

R.  B.  McMicking i)roxy  for  Worshij^ful  Master. 

Marcus  Wolfe proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

Mount  Hermon  Jjodge,  No  7: 

C.  Nelson Worshipful  Master. 

T.  Ward  Senior  Warden. 

P.  McNaughton proxy  for  J  unior  Warden. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  9  : 

J.  B.  Johnson Worshipful  Master. 

H.  N.  Rich Senior  Warden. 

KamijOops  LoDCiE,  No.  10  : 

S.  J.  Tunstall proxy  for  Junior  W  arden. 

Cascade  Lodge,  No.  12. 

C.  E.  Tisdall Worshipful  Master. 

H.  H.  Watson Senior  Warden. 

0.  H.  Gatewood Junior   Warden. 

Spallumcheen  Lodge,  No.  13  : 

L.  R.  Johnson proxy  for  Worshipful  Master. 

Wm.  Downie proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

Hiram  Lodge,  No.  14 : 

J.  W.  Coburu proxy  for  Worshipful  Master. 

Alex.  Oharleson proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

F.  MoB.  Young proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

KOOTENAY  LoD(iE,  No.  15  : 

Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren proxy  for  Worshipful  Master. 

H.  H.  Watson proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

A.  W.  IMack . .   proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 
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Pacik-ic  Lodcse,  No.  16  : 

W.  A.  DeWolf  Smith proxy  for  Worshipful  Master. 

C.  Nelson proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

T.  L.  Downs     proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

KiNci  SoTjOMOn  Lod(ie,  ?fo.  17  : 

L.  A.  Lewis Worshipful  Master. 

Geo.  Cunningham proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

L.  A.  Lewis proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

Doric  Lodge,  No.  18  : 

L.  T.  Davis Worshipful  Master. 

J.  H.  Pleace Senior  Warden. 

W.  H.  Morton Junior  Warden. 

Ionic  Lodge  ,  No.  19 : 

Rev.  John  A.  Logan proxy  for  Worshipful  Master. 

St.  John'b  Lodge,  No.  21 : 

Wm.  Stewart Worshipful  Master. 

John  Frame proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

C.  N.  Westwood proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

AcAOiA  Lodge,  No.  22  : 

W.  D.  Brydone-Jack Worshipful  Master. 

J.  W.  Rickers Junior  Warden. 

United  Service  Lodge,  No.  24  • 

A.  C.  Muir Worshipful  Master. 

A.  C.  Muir proxy  for  Senior  Warden. 

H.  J.  Geake proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 

From' the  fact  that  some  Lodges  are  not  represented  and  other 
Lodges  lost  part  of  their  representation  by  selecting  the  same  Brother  as 
a  proxy,  we  fraternally  suggest  that  the  D.  D.  G.  M's  of  the  various  Dis- 
tricts supervise  the  arranging  of  proxies  in  order  to  prevent  rou  repre- 
sentation. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  CHARLESON,    ) 

S.N.  JARRETr,       [    ComviUtiC. 

W.  J.  QUINLAN,     ) 

Nanaimo,  18th  June,  1895. 

Kesolved, — That  the  report  ho  received  and  adapted,  and 
the  committee  discharged. 

Tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  a  Masonic  Home   was 
read. 


i 


44 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MASONIC  HOME. 


To  the  M.  W.  Qrand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia: — 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  suggestion  contained  in 
the  address  of  the  M.  W.  the  Past  Grand  Master  in  regard  to  the  founding 
of  a  Home  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  members  of  the  craft  in  this 
grand  jurisdiction  beg  to  report  as  follows: — 

1.  They  consider  that  the  erection  or  purchase  of  a  building  suit- 
able for  the  purpose  of  a  Maionic  Home  would  require  a  very  much 
larger  sum  than  the  Grand  Lodge  is  likely  to  have  at  its  disposal  for  a 
considerable  time  to  come. 

2.  They  do  not  feel  warranted  in  recommending  that  such  a  Home 
should  be  opened  even  in  rented  quarters,  until  the  Grand  Lodge  can 
clearly  see  its  way  to  meet  the  annual  expense  that  would  be  involved 
in  maintaining  the  Home  in  a  creditable  manner.  .  .  That  great  diffi- 
culty would  be  Experienced  in  providing'ann'ially  the  amount  required 
for  this  purpose  may  be  inferred  from  the  difficulty  experienced  by  other 
Grand  Lodges  whose  membarship  and  resources  are  vastly  in  excess  of 
ourp.  The  Grand  Lodge  ofjMichigan,  for  example,  has  374  subordinate 
lodges  and  36,500  members.^and  yet  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  juris- 
diction says :  "  With  a  beautiful  and  commodious  Home  completed, 
and  now  giving  a  comfortable  home  to  25  or  30  worthy  inmates,  the 
question  of  its  permanent  support  is  yet  problematical.  Although  Grand 
Lodge  is  appropriating  from  year  to  year  such  sums  as  its  fin  ancial  con- 
dition will  warrant  for  tlie  temporary  support  of  the  Home,  no  accept- 
able plan  has  yet  been  devised  for  its  permanent  maintenance."  Bear- 
ing in  mind  the  financial  and  numerical  weakness  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
as  compared  ^^-ith  that  of  Michigan,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  will  be  wise  t>  make  haste  slowly. 

3.  They  recognize  tbe^extreme  desirability  of  a  larger  exercise  of 
the  distinctively  masonic  virtue  of  charity  ;  and  as  a  practical  step  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  M,  W.  Bro.  McMioking  they  recommend  that  the 
cases  of  any  children  of  deceased  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  who  have 
been  left  in  destitute  circumstances  be  at  once  reported  to  the  Charity 
Committee  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorized 
to  arrange  for  such  children  being  cared  for  in  some  of  the  orphanages 
already  e8tablished,'drawing  upon^the  Charity  Fund  for  this  purpose,  if 
necessary,  to  the  extend  of  $500,  in  aggregate,  and  reporting  the  same  to 
the  next  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

LACEY  R.   JOHNSON,    ) 

E.  D.  McLAREN,  V    Committee. 

A.  E.  LEES,  ) 

Resolved, — That  tlie  report  be  received  and  adopted,  and 
the  committee  discharged  with  the  thanks  of  Grand  Lodge. 
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REPORTS  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  read. 

Resolved, — That  the  report  be  received,  and  together 
with  their  review  of  Sister  Grand  Lodges  printe<l  in  tlie  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  Report  of  tlie  Committee  on  Charity  was  read. 


:o: 


REPORT  ON  CHARITY. 


\ 


Nanaimo,  B.  0.,  June  18th,  1896. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.M.: 

We,  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  refund  of  amounts 
disbursed  by  the  various  Lodges  for  the  relief  of  its  members,  beg  to 
recommend  that  the  following  sums  be  expended  : 

Victoria-Columbia,  No.  1 $  39  00 

Vancouver-Quadra,  No.  2 37  00 

Mount  Hermon,  No.  7 48  00 

Cascade,  No.  12 55  00 

Doric,  No.  18 19  00 

Acacia,  No.  22 17  00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

SIMON  J.  TUNSTALL,  ) 

L.  T.  DAVIS,  \   Committee. 

W.  A.  RICHARDSON,    ) 

Ordered  to  be  received,  adopted  and  the  refunds  suggest- 
ed paid  by  Grand  Treasurer. 

Tlie  Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  was  read 
regarding  tlie  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin 
with  reference  to  duties  of  Lodges  to  their  members  in  dis- 
tress. 
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Nanaimo,  B.  C,  June  18th,  1896, 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia : 

vVe,  your  Conomittee  on  Jurisprudence,  having  considered  the 
question  and  perused  the  Reports  submitted,  agree  with  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  and  believe  the  same 
worthy  of  adoption  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  A.  DkWOLF  smith,   )    /„>«.»..//«. 

Kosolvt'd, — That  tlie  Report  be  received,  tl»e  whole  ])ro- 
jX)sitioii  printed  in  special  circulars  aii<l  sent  to  each  member 
of  Grand  Lod^e  and  Subordinate  [.odj^cs  for  consideration, 
and  reconsidered  by  Grand  Lodge  at  its  2()tb  Communication. 

The  reports  of  Committees  on  Petitions  and  Grievances, 
(^mstitution,  and  Finance  were  ordered  to  be  taken  up  as 
'•New  iJusiness." 

The  Grand  Master  stated  that  election  of  oftieers  was  the 
ni  \t  order  of  business,  and  apnointed  M.  W.  Bros.  McKeown 
Wolfe  and  McMieking  scrutineers. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  polled  with  following  result: — 

Lodge  No.  1  6 

2 4 

3 7 

4 2 

7 6 

"  9 7 

"        10 2 

12 7 

13 2 

14 8 

15 3 

If) 4 

17 4 

"        18 5 

21 3 

22 !2 

24 8 

Total 70  votes. 


47 
Tlie  election  was  piooeeded  with  and  resulted  a?;  under  : 

NAME.  LODGE.  KANK. 

Alex. Cbarleson 9  N.  Westminster. M.  W.  (haud  ISIaster. 

Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren  . .  .12  Vancouver R.  W.  Dep.  (irabd  Master. 

Ben.  Williams 1  Victoria R.  W.  (jraiul  Senior  Warden 

John  W.  Coburn JJ  Naniiimo R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden 

Rev.  John  A.  Logan  .  .  .lU  ChilUwhack  re-el. V.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

H.  F.  Ileisterman 2  Victoria  re-elec  V.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

W.  J.  Quintan 1  Victoria  re-elec. V.  W.  (Irand  Secretary. 

E.  flosker 12  Vancouver  re  el.Granil  Tyier. 

(irand  Lodjre  called  from  labor, 

:o: 

IN  Gt^AHt)   HODGE. 


SK(H)i\I)   DAY.— M()RXrN(4  SESSION. 


OUANH  LOruiK  AT  LAIJOU. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFK^EUS. 

The  Grap.d  Master  re(|uested  IM.  AV.  I>ro.  Marcus  Wolfe, 
assisted  h\  M.  W.  Dro.  A.  Mclveown,  to  install  the  olHcers, 
M.  W.  li.  I>.  McMieking  actino;  jis  Orand  Dirt^ctor  of  Cere- 
monies. 

The  otHcers  elective  and  appointixe  were   duly   installed 

in    AMl'LK   I'OliM. 


NAMK.  r.OIMiK. 

Alex.  Chju-loHon '.)  N.  Westminster. . 

Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren . .  12  Vancouver 

Ben.  Williams I  Victoria 

Juo.  W.  Coburn '^  Nanairao 

Rev.  Jno.  A.  Loyan,. .  .19  Chilliwat^k 

rionry  F.  Heisterman .  2  Victoria 

W.  J.  Qninlan 1  Victoria 

Geo.  Cnuningham  ....  17  N.  WrstniinHier. . 

S.  N.  Jarrett 7  Vancouver " 

W.  A.  Richardson 1  Victoria " 

A.  W.  Black 12  Vancouver " 

W.  H.  S.  PorkiuH IH  Nanaimo " 

T.  L.  DowncH l'>  Mission " 

David  Htephenson. . .  .21  WelliuKton ...     " 

A.  0.  Muir  24  Esijuimalt " 

H  H.  WatBon 12  Vancouver '* 


KANK. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Dep.  Grand  Master. 

"    Hen.  Grand  Warden. 

'     Jnn.      "  " 

V     .'.  Grand  Chaplain. 

"  "      Treasurer. 

"      Secretary. 
W.  Grand  Senior  Doa(H)n. 


it 
<« 

u 
It 


.huiior       '• 
Hupt.  of  Works 
Dir.  ot  Cerems. 
Marshall. 
Sword  Hearer. 
Standard  " 
Orwauist. 
Pursuivant. 


■ 


I 


■i 
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Fred.  L.  Cock U  Comox 

S.  J.  Tunstall 10  Kamloops 

W.  D.  Bry done- Jack.  .22  Vancouver 

L.  A.  Lewis 17  N.  Westminster. 

.Geo.  Thompson  3  Nanaimo 

S.  Mellard 19  Chilliwack 

E.  Hosker 12  Vancouver , 


>■    Grand  Stewards. 


Grand  Tyler 


DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 


D.  Wilson 2  Victoria R.W.D.D.G 

R.  E.  Walker 9  N.  Westminster    "      " 

A.  G.  M.  SpraKge 11  Donald "      " 

Henry  McDermott 4  Barkerville "      " 

Fred  McB.  Young 18  Nanaimo "      " 

E.  E.  Ohipman 25  Kaslo "      « 


With  jurisdiction  over  the  following  Lodges  : 


M.,  No.  1  District 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

R.W.Bro.  D.Wilson........ 

"        "     R.  E.  Walker  . . . . 

"        "      A.  G.  Spragge . . . . 

"  "  H.  MoDerraott. . . 
«•  "  F.  McB.  Young. . 
"       "     E.  E.  Chipman... 


Lodges,  1,  2,  and  24. 

7,  9, 12, 16, 17, 19,  and  22. 
10, 11, 13, 15,  and  20. 
'•       4. 

3,14,18,21,26. 
23,  25,  27. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


POKEIQN  CORKESPONDENCE. 


Bro.  Marcus  Wolfe Athlar, 

"    A.  R.  Milue Vanoouvor-Quadra 

"    W.  A.  DeWolf  Smith Union, 


FINANCE. 


No.  3 
"  2 
"    9 


Bro.  B.  Williams Victoria- Columbia    No.  1 

"    A.  W.  Black Cascade  "  12 

'•   A.  B.  Erskine Vancouver-Quadra     "    2 


JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro.  John  S.  Clute Union 

"    L.  R.  Johnson Cascade 

"    Peter  Grant Union, 

PETITIONS  ANJt)  ORIEVANOEH. 

Bro.  Wm.  Stewart  Ashlar 

"    Wm    K.  Leighton '• 

*'   Jos.  Brown ** 


No. 

9 

II 

12 

It 

9 

No 

8 

II 
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PRINTING  AND  CHARTERED    LODGES. 

Bro.  D.  Cartmel Viotoaia-Columbia,    No.  1 

♦•   W.  W.  Northcott Victoria-Columbia        *♦    1 

"  D.  Wilson . .  V^aucouver-Quadra       "    2 

CHARITY. 

Bro.  A.  McKeown Victoria-Columbia      No.  1 

"   A.  C.  Muir United  Service  "  24 

"  C.  C.  McKenzie Ashlar  "    3 

OONSTITDTION. 

Bro.  Wm .  Do wnie Cascade  No .  12 

"  R.  B.  McMicking Vancouver-Quadra       "    2 

"  E.  D.  McLaren Cascade  "12 

Grand  Lodge  called  from  Labor. 

—  :o: 

IN  Gt^Aflt:)  liODGE. 


SECOND   DAY,— AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

OKAND   LOIHJF   AT  LAROR. 

NEW  J3USrNESS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Petitions  was  read  in 
reference  to  the  request  for  warrants  l»y  ('Umherhind  and 
Corintliian  Lodges,  now  under  dispensation. 

Kesolved,— -That  tlie  report  of  tlie  committee  he  recei  e<l 
and  adopted,  and  the  Lodges  be  chartered  as  Cumberland 
Lodge,  No.  2<>,  and  ('Orinthian  Lodge,  No.  27. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  I']<7riTI0NS. 


Nanaimo,  June  17tli,  1W»6. 

To  the  M.  W.  a  rand  Lodyr,  A.  F.  it-  .1.  M.  ofli.  C.  It. : 

We,  your  Coramittee  oil  IVtitions  Imviiij?  oxannniMl  tin*  piipors,  re- 
ports, and  several  docuinents  rolaliiipr  to  (^umborland  Fjodj^e,  at  Union, 
H.  C,  and  Corintbian  Lod^e,  at  UosHJund,  B.  C,  wlio  are  petiiionin^f  for 
warrnnts  at  thifl  coniinunieatioii,  bo^  to  advise  tliat  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  i'l  oa(!h  o  se  be  granted. 

W.  HTEWART,  {  ronrwifhr 

WM.  K.  bEIGHTON,  \  ' '^»"''"" 


f-  ti 
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Tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Petitions  relating  to 
the  request  of  Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  3,  tiiat  Grand  Lodge  expel 
Bro.  D.  J.  McLean  was  read. 

Resolved, — That  the  report  be  adopted,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  Ashlar  Lodge  carried  out.  The  Grand  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  notify  IJro.  McLean  accordingly. 


REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES-Rb  Bro.  McLean. 


Nanaimo,  B.  C,  June  I7tb,  ISOl. 

To  the  if.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia: — 

We,  your  Committee  on  Grievances,  beg  leave  to  report  that  after 
careful  perusal  of  the  evidence  taken,  in  the  charges  preferred  against 
Bro.  D.  J.  McLean  by  Bro.  S.  B.  Hamilton,  and  his  subsequent  trial  be- 
fore Ashlar  Lodge,  No.  3,  advise  that  the  verdict  of  this  Lodge,  recom- 
mending Bro.  McLean  for  expulsion  be  carried  out.  The  charge  proven 
being  that  Bro.  D.  J.  McLean  wilfully  defrauded  Bro.  Hamilton  out  of  a 
large  sum  of  money. 


W.  STEWART, 
WM.  K.  LEIGHTON 


J 


Committee 


:o: 


The  re])ort  of  the  same  Committee  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  18,  that  Grand  Lodge  expel  Wm. 
Badcock,  an  E.  A.,  for  defrauding  the  Lodge  was  rea<l. 

Resolved, — That  the  report  he  adopted,  and  the  recom- 
mendation carried  out. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES— Rr  Bro.  Badoook. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia:— 

We,  your  Committee  on  Grievauces,  beg  leave  to  report  tlint  ihe 
recommendation  of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  18,  for  the  expulsion  of  Williiim 
Badoock  for  unmasonic  conduct  be  carried  out,  as  the  invest igiition 
clearly  proves  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  defrauding  the  Lodge. 

W*r™LEIOHTON. }  <"""""""' 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  was  read 
and  considered  clause  by  clause. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

We,  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  Constitution,  beg  to  report  aB 
follows  : 

In  reference  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  Section  11  of  the  Con- 
stitution, whereby  it  is  sought  to  eliminate  the  entire  clause  and  substi- 
tixte  the  following  : 

"This  Constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  regular  com- 
munication of  Grand  Lodge,  six  weeks'  notice  being  given  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  any  proposed  amendment."  We  recommend  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  be  not  allowed . 

We  recommend  that  Section  38  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  as 
sought  by  adding  the  words  "  Grand  Chaplain  or,"  before  the  words 
Grand  Tyler,  in  eighth  line  thereof. 

That  Section  39  of  the  Constitution  be  not  amended  as  proposed, 

That  Section  41  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  as  proposed  by  ad- 
ding the  words  "  Grand  Chaplain  or "  before  the  words  Grand  Tyler, 
in  the  second  line  thereof. 

That  Section  80  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  as  proposed  by 
striking  out  all  the  words  in  said  section  after  the  name  "  Lodge  "  in  the 
third  line  thereof. 

That  Section  20()  of  the  Constitution  be  not  amended  as  proposed. 

That  Section  148,  Clause  147,  of  the  Constitution  be  not  amended  as 
proposed . 

That  Section  197  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  a  clause  to  be 
known  as  8ub-8e(!tion  A,  of  Section  197,  as  follows :  "  That  every 
Entered  Apprentice  shall  be  required  to  take  the  Fellow  Craft  Degree 
within  one  year,  and  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  within  two  years  from 
his  initiation,  failing  which,  unless  just  and  sulTicient  reasons  be  given, 
he  tihall  require  to  be  re-balloted  for,  as  ou  his  first  admission." 

,   All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 


U 


A.    McKEOWN, 
P.  McB.  YOUNG, 


\  <, 


'ommitke. 


NOTIOK  OP  AMENI^MKNT  TO  OONHTITHTION  BY  W.  HKO.  Dl'.WOT-F  SMITH. 

Sko.  88.     Add  the  words  "(JnindCha|)lain  or"  before  Grand  Tyler, 
on  eighth  line. 

Seo.  39,    Strike  out  all  the  words  after  "result,"  (m  seventh  line. 


r^ 


f. 
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Sro.  41.    Add  the  words  "  Grand  Chaplain  or  "  before  Grand  Tyler, 
on  Becond  line. 

Sec.  80.    Ail  words  after  "Lodge,"  third  line,  to  be  struck  out. 

Sec.  206.     All  words  after  "Standing "  ninth  line,  to  be  struck  out. 


NOTICE  OF  AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION  BY  W.  BRO.  GEO.  GLOVER. 

1.  That  in  Section  148,  Clause  14.  be  amended  by  strikinjPf  out  the 
words  "one  dollar"  iu  third  line  and  substituting  therefor  "  seventy-five 
cents." 

2.  That  Section  197  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  a  Clause,  to  be 
known  as  sub-section  A,  Section  197.  "That  every  Entered  Apprentice 
shall  be  required  to  take  the  Fellow  Craft  Degree  within  one  year,  and 
the  Master  Mason's  Degree  within  two  years  from  his  initiation,  failing 
which,  unless  just  and  sufficient  reasons  be  given,  he  shall  require  to  be 
reballoted  for,  as  on  his  first  admission." 

104.V,   T,,^^    lorvj 


See  first  resolution,  page  55. 


r       '! 


REPORT  OF  FINANOE  COMMITTEE. 


:t 


Nanaimo,  B.  C,  18th  June,  1896. 

To  llic  M.  W.  dnmd  Lodge  of  ItrUish  Columhia:— 

Your  Pinnnce  Committee  have  ihe  hcmor  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  and  compared  the  books,  papers,  vouchers  and  accounts  of 
the  (irand  Treasurer. 

In  the  General  Account  we  find  the  statement  of  Receipts  and  Ex- 
penditure to  be  correct ;  proper  vouchers  having  been  produced  for  each 
item  of  expenditure. 

CHARITY   FUND  STATEMENT. 

Wo  find  the  receipts,  as  reported,  correct,  but  tlie  statement  does 
not  include  interest  on  special  deposits  in  Bank  of  B.  N.  A. 

We  have  to  mention  one  irregularity  iu  disbiirsements,  viz  :  On 
June  10,  18«.)0,  $1.85  is  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  E.  li.  Kirkwood,  for 
which  there  is  neither  voucher  nor  explanation. 

We  note  also  the  sum  of  $20(5.70  refund  of  Charity  for  years  1894-5, 
under  sub-clause  4  of  paragraph  13H,  Constitution,  mentioned  in  our  re- 
|)()rt  of  last  year,  has  not  been  paid.  We  include  '-his  in  our  present 
statement  of  liabilities  of  this  accouLt. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  has  this  year  failed  to  include  in  his  report  a 
statement  of  outstanding  interest,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  repair  this 
oversight  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  Otherwise  we  have  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  V.  W.  Grand  Treasurer's  accounts  are  in  excellent  shape. 

FINANCIAL  STANDING. 

(Jeneraij  account. 

The  Assets  of  the  (} rand  Lodge  are  as  follows  :— 

Cash  in  Bank  of  B.  N.  A ^  1,435  (id 

••     Defunct  Bank  of  G.  W.  &  Co -      20  88 

"     Treasurer's  hands  97  00 

Total $  1,553  53 

Liabilities  unknown  or  nil. 

CHARITY  B'UNl)  ACCOUNT. 

Assets: — 

Per  Note  Columbia  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  120,  Victoria, 
due  29th  June,  1899,  and  bearing  interest  at  0  per  cent, 
per  annum §  2,100  00 

Per  Nt)te  Vancouver-Quadra  Lodge,  Nr.  2,  Victoria,  due  29th 
June,  1899,  and  bearing  interest  at  G  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  $1,100  less  the  sum  of  $420  paid  on  account,  Jan. 
•:nd,  1896 080  00 

First  Mortgage  on  real  estate,  due  1st  September,  1898,  by  W. 

McHugh,  bearing  8%  per  cent,  interest  per  annum. . . .        700  00 

First  Mortgage  on  real  estate,  du,e  9th  June,  1899,  by  M.  L. 

Sturdy,  bearing  8^  per  cent,  interest  per  annum 000  00 

Fiist  Mortgage  on  real  estate  by  Pacific  Lotlge,  No.  10,  Mis- 
sion, bearing  6%  per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  due  9th 
April,  1896,  and  extended  for  three  years  by  resolution 
of  Grand  Lodge  last  session 500  00 

Per  Note  due  5th  June,  189G,  signed  by  B.  H.  John  and  Cather- 
ine Greenwood,  bearing  interest  at  9  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, with  Building  Society  Stock  as  collateral 450  00 

We  understand  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  that  this  note  now 
overdue  will  be  paid  inside  of  thirty  days  from  thisdate. 

OABH. 

Special  deposits  at  Bank  of  B.N.A.  at  interest $  67o  lO 

Deposit  on  Call         "  "  "  040  90 

In  Defunct  Bank,  Green,  Worlock  &  Co 90  63 

;— «<  1,713  93 


<i 
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Seo.  41.    Add  the  words  "  Grand  Chaplain  or  "  before  Grand  Tyler, 
on  second  line. 

Sec.  80.    All  words  after  "Lodge,"  third  line,  to  be  struck  out. 

Sec.  206.    All  words  after  "  Standing  "  ninth  line,  to  be  struck  out. 


NOTICE  OF  AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION  BY  W.  BRO.  GEO.  GLOVER. 

1.  That  m  Section  148,  Clause  14.  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "one  dollar"  in  third  line  and  substituting  therefor  "  seventy -five 
cents." 

2.  That  Section  197  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  a  Clause,  to  be 
known  as  sub-section  ^,  Section  197.  "That  every  Entered  Apprentice 
shall  be  required  to  take  the  Fdlow  Craft  Degree  within  one  year,  and 
the  Master  Mason's  Degree  within  two  years  from  his  initiation,  failing 
which,  unless  just  and  sufficient  reasons  be  given,  he  shall  require  to  be 
reballoted  for,  as  on  his  first  admission." 


18th  June,  1896. 


:o:- 


The  report  on  the  Coininittee  of  Finance  was  read. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Nanaimo,  B.  C,  18th  June,  1896. 

To  the  M.  W.  (Imnd  Lodge  of  Jirilhh  Col'    ihia:— 

Your  Finance  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  and  compared  the  books,  papers,  vouchers  and  accounts  of 
the  Grand  Treasurer. 

In  the  General  Account  we  find  the  statement  of  Receipts  and  Ex- 
penditure to  be  correct ;  proper  vouchers  having  been  produced  for  each 
item  of  expenditure. 

CHABITY    FUND  STATEMENT. 

We  find  the  receipts,  as  reported,  correct,  but  the  statement  does 
not  include  interest  on  sjwcinl  deposits  in  Bank  of  B.  N.  A. 

We  have  to  mention  one  irregularity  in  disbursements,  viz  :  On 
June  10,  189G,  $1.35  is  stated  to  have  been  paid  to  E.  L.  Kirkwood,  for 
which  there  is  neither  voucher  nor  explanation. 

We  note  also  the  sum  of  $206.70  refund  of  Charily  for  years  1894-5, 
under  sub-clause  4  of  paragraph  13H,  Constitution,  mentioned  in  our  re- 
port of  last  year,  has  not  been  paid.  We  include  this  in  our  present 
statement  of  liabilities  of  this  account. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  has  this  year  failed  to  include  in  his  report  a 
statement  of  outstanding  interest,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  repair  this 
oversight  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  Otherwise  we  have  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  V.  W.  Grand  Treasurer's  accounts  are  in  excellent  shape. 

FINANCIAL  STANDING. 

CENERAIi  ACCOUNT. 

The  Assets  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  as  follows  :  - 

Cash  in  Bank  of  B.  N.  A .S  1,435  (>5 

"     Defunct  Bank  of  G.  W.  &  Co -      20  88 

"     Treasurer's  hands 97  00 

Total $  1,653  53 

Liabilities  unknown  or  nil. 

CHARITY  WTT»t- 

,,,,j,l«i.  •<'••''»  ■"''  120,  Victoria, 

'•«''■; '^^''' '  "'  at  6  per  cent. 

$  2,100  00 

,wwc  vancouver-Quadra  Lodge,  Nr.  2,  Victoria,  due  29th 

June,  1899,  and  bearing  interest  at  G  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  $1,100  less  the  sum  of  8420  paid  on  account,  Jan. 
2nd,  1896 080  00 

First  Mortgage  on  real  estate,  due  Ist  September,  1898,  by  W. 

McHugh,  bearing  8^  per  cent,  interest  per  at  rum. . . .        700  00 

First  Mortgage  on  real  estate,  du^e  9th  June,  1899,  by  M.  L. 

Sturdy,  bearing  81^2  per  cent,  interest  per  annum 000  00 

First  Mortgage  on  real  estate  by  Pacific  Lodge,  Ino.  1G,  Mis- 
sion, bearing  6%  per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  due  9th 
April,  1896,  and  extended  for  three  years  by  resolution 
of  Grand  Lodge  last  session 500  00 

Per  Note  due  5th  June,  1890,  signed  by  B.  H.  John  and  Cather- 
ine Greenwood,  bearing  interest  at  9  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, with  Building  Society  Stock  as  collateral 450  00 

We  understand  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  that  this  note  now 
overdue  will  be  paid  inside  of  thirty  days  from  this  date. 

CASH. 

Special  deposits  at  Bank  of  B.N. A.  at  interest $  670  40 

Deposit  on  Call  "  "  "  940  90 

In  Defunct  Bank,  Green,  Worlock  &  Co 9(5  63 

a  1,713  93 
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Interest  Outstanding  :— 

Pacific,  No.  16,  Mission,  to  10th  August,  1896 $    32  50 

Columbia  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  to  26th  June,  1896. . .      G3  00 

Bank  interest  not  stated 

95  50 

Total $  6,839  43 

Collocated  as  under  :— 

Invested  at  interest  with  Lodges  and  Chapter $  3,280  00 

"                 "                Private  individuals 1,750  00 

Cash 1,713  93 

Interest  outstanding 95  50 

Total $  6,839  43 

Liabilities : — 

Refund  of  Charity  under  sub-clause  4  of  paragraph  133,  Con- 
stitution, for  years  1894-5 $    206  70 

Refund  of  Charity  under  sub-clause  4  of  paragraph  133,  Con- 
stitution, for  years  1895-6 378  00 

Total $    584  70 

Income  of  Charity  Fund  : — 

10  per  cent  of  General  Revenue $    210  00 

33,280.00  invested  at  6  per  cent,  uett 196  80 

81,300.00        "        at  8        "             "    104  00 

$450.00          "        at  9        "             "    40  50 

Total $    551  30 

We  consider  that  one-half  the  amount  paid  the  Grand  Treasurer 
should  be  charged  against  this  account. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  tender  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  items  under  "  Cash  in  Green,  Worlock  &  Co.'s  '  be 
taken  from  the  Cash  Account  and  placed  iu  a  Suspense  Account. 

2.  That  Grand  Lodge  do  at  this  session  appoint  one  or  more  Trus- 
tees in  whom  the  securities  of  Grand  Lodge  may  b"  vested,  and  that  the 
Finance  Committee  be  empowered  to  employ  legal  talent  in  having  an 
assignment  so  vesting  the  securities  prepared. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  B.  Wilwams,    }  For  Finance 

A.  W.  BiiAOK,     )   Committee, 


oo 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia : 

Your  Finance  Committee  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  and  compared  the  books,  papers  and  accounts  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  and  find  them  correct. 


(Signed) 


B.  Williams,    )  For  Finance 
A.  W.  Black,   |   Committee. 


Elesolved, — Tliat  the  clauses  which  the  Committee 
recommend  for  amendment  as  stated  be  passed;  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  have  the  proposed  alterations  printed  and 
sent  to  tlie  Subordinate  Lodjres  and  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  for  their  approval.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolved, —  That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted 
and  the  recommendations  carried  out. 

Resolved, — That  a  bond  for  Five  Thousand  Dollars  be 
obtained  from  a  reputable  Guarantee  Company  for  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  the  premium  to  be  paid  by  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

Resolved, — That  the  present  T^-ustees  of  the  funds  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  be  relieved  from  duty,  and  that  the  Grand 
Master  and  Grand  Wardens  for  the  time  being  and  their 
successors  in  office  are  hereby  appointed  a  Board  of  Trustees, 
in  whose  name  all  funds  and  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
shall  be  vested,  and  that  they  also  act  as  an  advisory  body 
to  the  Grand  Treasurer  in  investing  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  question  of  purchasing  twenty  shares  in  the 
Masonic  Temple  Association  of  New  Westminster  was  dis- 
cussed. .} 

Resolved, — That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Trustees 
and  Committee  on  Finance  for  action,  if  they  deem  it 
advisable  and  if  there  be  funds  to  invest. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  an  additional  Masonic  District,  to  l)e 
known  as  District  No.  0,  be  hereby  created  to  comprise  all 
that  part  of  Yale  and  Kootenay  Districts  soiith  of  the 
50th  parallel. 

Resolved,  -Tliat  rej^alia  for  the  use  of  the  I).  D.  G.  M. 
of  No.  t)  District  and  the  Iniinediate  Past  Grand  Master 
together  with  such  other  parapliernalia  as  is  needed  for 
Grand  Lodo;e  be  purchased,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
order  the  same  at  once,  viz.  :  Two  sets  of  rejralia,  three 
swords,  rods  for  Deacon  and  Stewai'ds,  one  standard  for 
Grand  Lodi£e. 

Resolved,-  That  the  Rank  of  R.  W.  Past  District  Deputy 
(irand  Master  be  conferred  upon  W.  Bro.  Ilickey  of  United 
Service  Lodge,  No.  24,  in  token  of  his  valuable  services  in 
foundinty  and  managing  that  Lodge. 

MONEY  GRANTS. 

The  Finance  Conmvittee  brought  down  their  estimates 
of  expenditure  for  the  year  1890-7,  as  follows:— 

ESTIMATES  OF  EXPENDITURE,  1896-7. 


VicToitiA,  B.  C,  June  19th,  1896. 
To  the  M.  W.  (Irand  Lodc/e  of  British  Columbia  : 

lu  accordance  with  Clause  6,  Section  86,  Constitution,  your  Finance 
Committee  bejf  to  present  the  following  Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

GKNER^L,   ACCOUNT. 

Secretary's  Salary §    600  00 

Printing 500  00 

Treasurer's  Salary    i}^) 25  00 

Stationery,  cxprossage,  etc 100  00 

Vote  to  Lodges  of  Nanaimo  on  occasion  of  entertaining  Grand 

Lodge  at  this  session 150  00 

Grand  Lodge  Regalia 100  00 

Total $  1475  00 

The  fvinds  in  this  account  available,  at  this  date,  for  expendi- 
ture amount  to $  1533  53 
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CHARITY  FUN1>8. 


Refunds  to  Lodges,  Transient  Charity  1894-5 $    2()r)  70 

"                   "               "                "        1805-(5 378  00 

Treasurer's  Salary,  (^Q 25  00 

Refuuds  recommemled  by  Charity  Committee  to  Lodges 214  IK," 


Total $    823  70 

In  !ome  of  Fund  for  this  year $    551  30 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 


(Signed)  B.  WiijLTamb,  i  F<i 

Harky  H.  Watson,    )    C'l 


For  Finance 
'oinmittci'. 


Resolved,  -Tliat  the  estimates  L-^  adopted  an  brouirht 
down. 

Resolved,- -Tliat  the  Twenty-sixth  Aiimial  Conmiuuiea- 
tion  of  Grand  Lod^e  he  held  in  the  City  of  Victoria. 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  (irand  Lodw  are  due  and 
hereby  tendered  to  the  several  Transportation  Companies  for 
favors  extended. 

:o: 


SECOND  DAY.    -EVEXING  SESSION. 


The  IVl.  W.  Grand  Master  ordered  a  procession  to  be 
formed,  and  Grand  Lodge  pi'oceeded  to  St.  Andrew's  Presby- 
terian (/hurch,  where  an  excellent  sermon  was  preached  by 
V.  W.  Hro.  J.  A.  Logan,  (rran<l  ('haplain,  to  the  great  edi- 
fication of  the  members  of  Grand  Lo<lge  and  many  others. 

On  returning  to  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  Resolved,  That 
the  thanks  of  Grand  Lodge  be  extended  to  the  (Jrand  Chap- 
lain, the  officials  of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  and  the  ch(»ir,  and 
that  a  transcript  of  the  sermon  be  requested  for  publication 
in  the  Proceedings. 
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<      :  '!|! 


No  further  business  appearing,  tlie  Grand  Lodge,  after 
benedietion  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  was  closed  at  9  p.  in.  in 
AMPLE  FORM  and  so  proelainied. 


i 

i 


P.  S. — At  10  p.m.  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  and  many  visitors  were  royally  entertained  l)y  the 
local  Lodges  at  a  banquet  in  the  Opera  House.  It  is  need- 
loss  to  say  that  the  Nanaimo  brethren  maintained  their  for- 
i7»er  reputation  as  hosts  of  a  high  order. 


I,; 


A  SERMON 

Delivered    before  the  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  British 

Columbia,  at  the  25th  Annual  Session, 

Nanaimo,  by 

V.  W.  J.  A.  LOGAN,  Grand  Chaplain. 


:o:- 


Ejih.  4.1.— I  therefore, 
wherewith  ye  are  called. 


.  beseech  you  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation 


The  Apostle  had  been  dwelling  ou  the  Christian  theme  with  forcible 
language,  and  in  glowing  terms  he  describes  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  religion  which  brings  redemption  and  forgiveness  of  sin,  and  by  which 
Jew  and  Gentile  would  be  "fitly  framed  together  and  grow  into  a  holy 
temjile  in  the  Lord."  The  more  he  ponders  and  muses  over  the  scheme, 
the  more  does  it  broaden  and  rise  in  his  estimation.  Its  vastness,  its 
fitness,  its  completness  are  increasingly  wonderful.  In  surveying  its 
practical  principles,  its  glorious  blessings,  he  advances  from  step  to  step, 
from  point  to  point,  from  height  to  height  until  he  reaches  an  eminence 
beyond  which  human  longings  cannot  travel,  and  exclaims,  "  It  passeth 
knowledge." 

Having  thus  sot  before  his  readers  the  lofty  and  sncred  character  of 
the  principles  of  that  system  which  they  had  adopted  and  professed— 
having  endeavored  to  enthuse  them  with  an  exalted  idea  of  those  privi 
leges  which  were  within  their  grasp    he  invites  them  to  show  their  ap- 
preciation of  them,  in  upright  life,  and  consistent  behaviour. 

Doubtless  he  had  cause  to  fear,  that  between  profession  and  pra(!tice, 
lay  a  vast  discrepancy  -possibly  their  daily  life  revealed  clear  evidence 
that  they  either  misunderstood  or  failed  to  practise  the  noble  sentiments 
to  which  he  had  just  giveu  utterance,  or  perchance,  8(mio,  forgetful  of 
their  solemn  vows  forgetful  of  the  Kingular  nobility  of  the  Christian 
life,  had  acted  in  a  way,  at  once  disgraceful  to  themselves,  to  the  cause 
they  had  embraced,  and  to  the  Master  the*  served.    Ho  he  exhorts 

them  with  all  earnestness    "I  the.  jfore beseech  you  that  ye  walk 

worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called." 
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Taking  our  text  from  its  setting,  we  may  find  in  it  an  application 
suitable  to  our  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity.  Masonry,  too,  has  its 
ideals,  noble  sentime-its  and  lofty  principles.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  no  human  institution  was  ever  raised  on  better  principles,  or  laid 
on  a  more  solid  foundation,  wliile  its  maxims  and  rules  are  ijiost  helpful 
in  regulating  and  moulding  the  character  and  life.  It  has  been  well 
described  as  "a  science  of  morality,  veiled  in  allegory,  and  illustrated  by 
symbols;  whose  missior.  is,  to  inculcate  charity  and  benevolence,  to 
teach  truth  and  fact  and  to  encourage  every  raornl  and  social  virtue. 

That  Masonry  is  looked  upon  as  the  handmaid  of  our  holy  religion 
is  so  far  an  evidence  of  its  wholesome  teaehiugs  and  sound  moral  basis- 
On  no  other  suppositon  could  it  be  considered  as  holding  so  friendly  a 
relation  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  The  church  has  ever  guarded,  with 
scrupulous  care,  the  channels  through  which  light  and  life  pass  on  to 
the  children  of  men;  and  it  is  only  after  strict  trial,  due  examination  and 
practical  information,  that  she  has  found  this  order  so  lawfully  entitled 
to  enter  with  her  upon  the  great  work  of  bettering  and  benefiting 
humanity.  This  fact,  I  say  —stands  forth  corroborating  its  doctrines, 
and  indicates  that  they  are  healthful  and  beneticial;  and  should  recom- 
mend the  order  to  those  who  hesitate,  on  the  grounds  of  purely  religious 
forebodings,  to  participate  in  our  liberties  a-  1  privileges. 

That  masonry  is  (uicient  is  a  further  testimony  of  its  stability  and 
usefulness.  This  venerable  institution  has  descended  to  us  from  the 
centuries  of  the  past,  sparkling  with  brightness  and  goodwill,  and  l)earing 
upon  its  landmarks  the  traces  of  great  antiqu-.ty.  Ancient  it  certainly 
is;  and  in  its  progress  down  the  stream  of  time,  we  can  easily  imagine 
that  it  has  been  a  great  dispenser  of  relief,  truth  and  brotherly  love  to 
all  who  have  come  within  the  range  of  its  kindly  intiuence.  There  io 
not  wanting  evidence  that  before  men  met  in  sanctuaries  to  praise  (iod, 
our  ancient  brethren  met  on  the  highest  hills  and  in  the  lowest  valleys 
for  the  purposes  of  the  craft  and  the  worship  of  Jehovah.  Masonic  love 
relates,  not  only  the  triumphs,  but  the  opposition,  persecution  and 
various  obstacles  which  at  different  times  in  its  history  have  either  im. 
peded  the  progress  and  usefulness  of  or  imperiled  the  very  existence  of 
masonry.  From  without  and  from  within  has  the  edifice  been  assailed, 
the  worst  foes  always  l)oing  those  of  its  own  household.  The  baser 
passions  which  awoke  in  the  craftsmen  at  the  building  of  King  Solo- 
mon's Temple,  and  which  produced  such  fatal  results,  have  too  often 
been  repeated,  yet  the  goodwill  has  gone  on  continuously;  men  have 
joined  the  or  ler,  hiivo  devoted  their  energies  to  the  craft,  have  defended 
and  illustrated  its  truths,  have  fought  its  battles,  dispensed  its  charities, 
relieved  the  needy,  and  have  pansed  olF  the  stage  of  linns,  and  fill  un- 
known graves. 

"Tlipy  liiivo  MO  |iluo»>  in  Hloricd  piiKo, 
N<»  rt'Hl  in  iiiiirl)l(f  wliriiit"; 
Th«y  iiro  pUHt  iiiul  k<*i>o  willi  u  poriHliOil  nun— 
Tlioy  tliod,  and  "mudo  no  Migu." 
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But  work  that  will  find  its  wages  yot, 
And  dooilH  that  their  God  did  nut  furgot, 

Done  for  the  love  divinn— 
These,  were  the  mourners,  and  these  8hall  be 
The  crowns  of  their  immovtality. 

Oh  I  seek  them  not  whore  sleep  tlie  dead. 

Ye  shall  not  find  their  trace; 
No  graven  stone  is  at  their  head, 

No  green  grass  hides  their  face: 
But  snd  and  unseen  in  their  silent  grave. 
It  may  be  sand  or  the  deep  sea  wave, 

Or  a  lonely  desert  place; 
For  they  need  no  prayers,  and  no  mourning  liell. 
They  were  tombed  in  true  liearts  that  knew  (hem  well." 

That  this  institution  has  withstood  the  shock  of  time,  has  resisted 
the  encroachments  of  vice,  error  and  ignorance;  has  maintained  her 
liberty  and  independence  in  the  face  of  prejudice,  superstition  and  per- 
secution, and  survived  internal  dissentions,  and  is  to-day  strong  and 
prosperous,  carrying  on  the  work  as  never  before,  is  due,  not  only  to 
the  fidelity  of  its  members,  but  also  to  those  sound  and  holy  principles 
which  lie  at  the  oedrock  of  her  superstructure. 

It  is  fvlso  an  honor nbLv  institution  and  as  such  discloses  its  exalted 
character.  The  greatest  and  best  of  men  in  all  ages  have  been  encouragers 
and  promoters  of  the  art,  and  }:ave  never  deemed  it  derogatory 
to  their  dignity  to  level  themselves  with  our  fraternity,  extend  their 
privileges  and  patronize  their  assemblies.  Royalty,  men  of  science  and 
philosophy,  men  o'  wealth  and  wisdom,  in  fact  men  from  every  walk  in 
life  have  knelt  at  our  altar,  and  jointnl  together  in  working  out  the 
eternal  principle  of  brotherhood  on  the  common  platform  of  Free- 
masonry. Here  it  may  bo  said  that  "the  rich  and  the  poor  meet  together" 
and  demo)iHtrate  to  the  world  the  benefits  of  a  system  founded  on  the 
Fatherhood  of  (Jod  and  the  brotherhood  of  uuui.  But  Masonry  does  not 
claim  recognition  merely  on  the  ground  j)f  ago  and  honor,  it  puts  in  a 
further  plea,  in  the  character  of  its  woik.  For  what,  after  nil,  is  the  idea 
of  Masonry?  VVhat  are  the  implements  of  the  Craft?  What  are  the 
materials  it  has  to  deal  with?  C'ertainly  not  the  trivial,  th(>  evanescent 
or  the  perishing.  It  does  not  handle  hammer  and  nails,  boards,  laths  or 
timber.  It  takes  iiold  of  the  nuirble,  the  granite,  the  rock,  the  (^Mnent, 
it  works  with  the  mallet,  the  phnnb,  square,  level  and  trowel.  These  are 
not  mere  i)laythings,  but  materials  out  of  which  and  with  which  are 
fashioned  the  most  substantial  and  enduring  slructiireH.  And  grand 
as  may  be  the  contemplation  of  human  achievements  l)y  Masonic  art, 
they  are  only  emblematic  of  tii(>  still  greater  things  which  result  from 
the  right  application  of  speculative  Masonry.  Our  work  (jhIIs  us  into 
the  great  (juarry  of  imperfect  Immunity  where  we  find  the  rough  ashlar 
awaiting  the  skill  of  th«' craftsnuMi.  Our  work  is  with  men  men  whoso 
hearts  have  too  often  1  eon  defaced  by  the  fierce  fires  of  passion  and  in 
dwelling  sin  ;  men  in  the  dilferent  stratifications  to  which  they  have 
been  thrown  by  surrounding  iutlueuoos.     Among  those  we  are  to  go,  to 
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speak,  to  plead,  to  pray,  to  load,  to  curve,  to  polish,  never  relinquishing 
our  hold  until  they  are  fitted  as  living  stones,  for  that  spiritual  building, 
that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  The  idea  of 
physical  perfection,  theoretically  a  requisite  in  the  candidate  for 
Masonic  light,  foreshadows  that  high  state  of  morality  and  virtue  to 
which  we  seek  to  bring  those  who  come  to  be  refreshed  at  the  fountain 
and  imbibe  the  principles  of  true  Masonry. 

Without  going  into  particulars  let  me  say  that  the  tenets  of  our 
Order  will  bear  the  test  of  careful  scrutiny.  These  are  ever  open  for 
examination.  The  world  may  study  them  at  any  lime.  The  secrets  and 
methods  of  Masonry  belong  to  the  Craft,  but  its  working  principles  and 
vital  doctrines  are  at  the  disposal  of  all  who  wish  to  "  mark,  learn  and 
inwardly  digest "  them. 

Among  those  truths  most  surely  believed  amongst  us  is  a  belief  in 
Almighty  God,  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  whose  blessing  is 
implored  in  all  our  convocations,  and  whose  help  is  sought  to  aid  in  all 
laudable  undertakings. 

The  Holy  Bible  is  one  of  the  Giea ;  Lights  of  Masonry,  and  ever  lies 
on  the  altar,  and  without  it  no  communication  can  be  held. 

The  doctrine  of  the  brotherhood  of  mankind  lives  in  oui  symbols 
and  instructions.  "  One  is  your  master,  even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are 
brethren." 

Such  teachings  as  love,  kindness,  forbearance,  forgiveness,  temper- 
ance, fortitude  and  such  like  are  ever  inculated,  while  the  members  are 
continually  exhorted  to  deeds  of  benevolence  and  charity. 

Such  then  is  the  structure  that  rises  up  for  our  contemplation.  We 
may  not  say  "  it  passes  knowledge,"  but  surely  we  can  say  that  "  it  is 
worthy  of  all  acceptation." 

Brethren,  these  tenets  belong  to  the  great  brotherhood  which  we 
represent.  Wo  have  subscribed  to  them.  We  have  professed  them — 
have  vowed  to  put  them  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  our  daily  life. 

Are  we  faithful  to  the  trust  handed  down  to  us  from  past  gener- 
tions  ?  How  do  these  sacred  principles  enter  into  the  practice  of  the 
several  duties  which  we  owo  to  God  to  man  ?  May  I  not  be  allowed 
here  to  apply  the  words  of  our  text :  "  I  beseech  you  that  ye  walk 
worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called." 

How  then  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Whot  are  the  particulars  in  which  I 
may  do  this  ? 

In  answer:  "In  various  ways."  Something  may  bo  accomplished  in 
this  hue  by  regular  attendnnco  and  (!oustant  loyalty  to  tho  Lodge  of 
whicih  woaio  individiuilly  members,  and  by  our  fidelity  to  the  position  in 
which  the  brethren  have  placed  us  ;  in  tiualifyiug  ourselveB  as  much  as 
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we  can  for  doing  the  best  possible  work  ;  by  imparting  instruction  to 
the  leas  informed  brethren  ;  in  a  conscientious  performance  of  the  many 
services  which  open  up  to  us  when  in  Lodge  convened. 

The  tendency  is  to  set  the  standard  of  what  we  ought  to  do  and 
how  we  ought  to  do  it,  too  low.  Some  may  be  disposed  to  think  that 
having  attended  the  regular  communications,  and  paid  their  dues,  that 
little  more  is  required.  Others  may  regard  Masonry  in  the  light  of  a 
social  or  business  transaction,  and  look  upon  it  as  being  worth  whatever 
they  can  make  out  of  it.  Others  may  take  an  interest  in  it  only  for  the 
pleasure  or  position  it  offers.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  it  is  for  none 
of  these  things  that  Masonic  light  shines,  and  that  such  objects  are  un- 
worthy—most unworthy  of  this  institution,  and  that  brethren,  actuated 
by  these  or  similar  views,  do  not  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith 
they  are  called. 

Now  let  me  say,  that  what  seems  to  be  a  prime  factor  in  Masonic 
life  is  high  character.  Not  what  a  man  hns,  but  what  a  man  is  ; 
not  his  profession,  but  his  life  ;  not  his  deeds,  but  himself.  We  make  a 
great  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  determining  quality  is  either 
position,  ability  or  wealth.  In  the  race  of  life  it  must  be  the  character 
that  tells.  In  the  last  analysis  it  turns  the  scale.  If  we  are  to  preserve 
unsullied  the  fair  name  of  Masonry,  and  hand  it  to  posterity  untarnish- 
ed ;  if  we  are  to  walk  worthy  of  our  vocation,  it  must  be  by  the  purity, 
honesty  and  holy  purposes  of  our  lives,  and  our  devotion  to  principle 
and  right  conduct. 

Brethren,  whatever  else  we  may  have,  or  may  be,  if  we  cultivate  the 
flower  of  a  blameless  life,  masonry  is  not  likely  to  suffer  at  our  hands  ; 
and  if  we  would  attain  the  highest  end  of  existence,  we  will  find  it— if 
we  search  for  it  as  for  silver — in  living  well. 

"  He  liveth  long  who  liveth  well, 
All  other  life  is  short  ancl  vnin  ; 
He  liveth  lon^eHt  who  cau  tell 
Of  living  moHt  for  heavenly  gain. 

Ho  liveth  long  who  liveth  well, 

All  else  is  being  flung  away  ; 
He  liveth  longest  who  can  tell 

Of  true  things  truly  done  to-day. 

Waste  not  thy  beinp;  ;  back  to  him 

Who  fr(*ely  gave  it  fret'ly  give  ; 
Else  is  timt  being  but  a  dream, 

'Tis  but  to  bo  and  not  to  live." 

It  is  in  the  lump  and  detail,  too,  of  our  lives  that  those  outside  form 
their  opinions  of  our  Order.  Thoy  do  not  see  our  inner  working.  T bey 
cannot.  They  may  not  even  road  what  they  have  the  right  to  read  of 
our  principles.  But  they  road  us.  They  translate  our  aolitms,  and 
from  them  formulate  their  judgments  of  Masonry.  For  this  reason  we 
shouM  live  our  tenets.  Wherefore.  "I  beseech  you,  brethren,  that  ye 
walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called." 

Let  me  direct  your  minds  to  the  need  of  greater  attention  to  those 
whom  we  know  do  not  walk  worthy  of  t'leir  vocation.  These  may  be 
found  in  many  if  not  in  all  of  our  Lodges.    There  are  brethren  who  do 
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not  realize  their  high  calling  ;  who  have  the  name,  but  have  not  imbibed 
the  spirit  of  Masonry  ;  who  have  fallen  into  ways  of  sin,  and  by  their 
actions  defame  the  principles  which  they  have  espoused.  Some,  too,  may 
have  backslidden,  and  their  names  do  not  appear  on  any  roll. 

Now  these  brethren  should  be  looked  after,  should  be  a  special  care. 
To  reclaim  the  erring  is  a  part  of  our  mission  ;  to  be  ever  ready  to 
stretch  forth  the  hand  to  assist  and  save  a  fallen  brother  is  a  duty  ;  and 
to  whisper  good  counsel  in  the  ear  of  the  straying  ;  to  remind  him  of 
his  errors  and  aid  his  reformation  is  one  of  the  charges  laid  upon  each 
of  us.  It  may  uot  be  easy  work,  but  the  burden  of  it  is  laid  at  our  doors. 
The  inclination  in  us  may  be  strong  "  to  let  the  brother  go."  We  may 
feel  like  chiding  him  for  his  misdemeanor,  and  spurning  him  for  his 
disgrace.  But  better  thoughts  should  prevail.  The  true  spirit  of 
Masonry  will  lead  us,  while  we  hate  the  wrong,  to  try  and  reclaim  the 
wrong-doer.  With  a  proper  sense  of  our  own  failings  and  shortcomings 
we  will  not  bear  too  hard  on  those  of  others,  but  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Master  "  do  to  others  rs  we  would  that  they  should  do  to  us."  With 
him  we  ir  .y  leave  the  heart  while  with  all  kindness  we  strive  to  restore 
the  brotiiei  to  his  rightful  place. 

In  the  words  of  the  Scottish  bard  : 

"  Then  cently  scan  your  brother  aan, 
Htili  t;entler  siHier  woman, 
Though  the}[  may  sang  a  kennin'  wrang. 
To  Btep  aside  ia  human. 

Ono  point  must  still  be  greatly  da/k, 

The  moving  why  they  do  it  1 
And  just  as  lamely  can  we  mark 

How  far,  perhaps,  they  rue  it 

Wlio  made  tlie  heart,  'tis  He  alone 

Decidedly  can  try  us. 
lie  kr..)Ws  oacih  chord— it's  rarious  tone, 

iiach  spring— it's  various  bias. 

Then  at  the  balance  let's  be  mute, 

Wo  ntivor  can  adjust  it ; 
Wlmt's  (lone  wo  partly  may  compute, 

Hut  know  not  wliats  resisted." 

I  must  not,  howevc-  *»•"""  ass  further  upon  your  time  ana  patienco. 
Lot  me  urge  upon  you  to  contemplnte  tho  value  and  dignity  of  our 
noble  Order.  He  true  to  vour  obligations  ;  famiiinrize  yourselves  with 
the  work ;  be  i  slant  in  season,  out  of  season,  practice  its  tenets,  and 
strive  to  exliibit  more  fuid  more  m  daily  life  those  qualities  which  are 
ennobling  ami  Christ  like.  It  is  said  that  the  stones  of  the  famous  tem- 
[>le  of  Solonion  were  .ho  well  fitted,  and  so  evenly  cut  and  polished  before 
being  brought  to  <lie  place  where  they  were  to  ntand,  that  they  were 
afterwards  so  joined  together  in  the  hf)ly  place  that  no  man  heard  there 
the  sound  either  of  axe  or  hammer.  Thus  may  we.  as  livmg  stones  in 
that  spiritual  building  while  pursuing  our  various  callings,  or  using  the 
tools  of  our  beloved  Craft,  be  plumbed  and  s<iuiu'ed  ;  be  fitted  and 
prepared  by  a  virtuous  edueation  by  the  exercise  of  the  nobler  graces, 
and  by  divine  aid— for  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens      Amen. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES  NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


iiii 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Beyreuth 

Canada  

California 

Carolina,  North . . . 
Carolina,  South  . 
Columbia,  Dist.  of. 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Cuba,  Isle  of 

Dakota,  North  . . . . 

Dakota,  South 

Delaware 

England 

Florida  

Georgia 

Hungary 

Idaho 

Illinois  

Indiana 

Indian  Territory. . 

Ireland 

Italy 

Kansas   

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba  

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

New  Brunswick  . , 
New  Hampshire  . . 

New  Tersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales. 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

Nebraska 

Nova  Scotia 

Nevada  

Ohio 

Oregon 

Peru 

Prince  Edward  Is'd 

Quebec  

Rhode  Island  . . , 
South  Australia  . 
Scotland 


Wm.  S.  Poster , 

R.  W.  Merril  P.  Pingree 

W.J.  B.  Bond 

R.  W.  Karl  Benker 

R.  W.  John  Creasor 

W.  Aaron  Chalfant  

W.  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Wilson. 

W.  A.  W.  Taft   

W.  John  Lockie 

W.  Frank  C.  Young 

W.  Nelson  G.  Hinckley  . . . 

W.  Candido  Sanchez 

W.  V.  S.  Stickney 

W.  J.  H.  Brown 

R.  W.  Chas.  (\  Heisler 

W.  J.  Braddock  Moucton  . 

W.  Livingston  W.  Bethel  . 

W.  John  S.  Davidson   

V.  W.  St.  Titl 

Alfred  Moyes 

R.  W.  Loyal  L.  Munn 

W.  Wm.  F.  Tulley 

W.  M.  H.  Pace 

R.  W.  F.  C.  Crossel 

R.  W.  Adraino  Lemme 

W.  A.  H.  Connett 

W.  Amos  Kent 

W.  T.  R.  Simonton 

V.  W.  Jas.  A.  Carley 

W.  Chas.  W.  Hatter 

M.  W.  R.  C.  Hathaway 

W.  Chas.  D.  Boyce  

W.M.C.  Shell 

W.  Theo.  Brace 

M.  W.  John  Stedman 

W.  John  S.  Benson 

W.  Arthur  M.  Dodge 

W.  Henry  S.  Haines 


W.  J.  F.  Burns,  L.S.A.... 

W.  Thos.  Bell 

V.  W.  Harry  Caplen 

W.  Wm.  Adair 

R.  W.  Thos.  R.  Harris 

W.  Geo.  Oillson 

W.  W .  A.  Ward 

W.  B.  G.  Whitehouse 

W.  E.V.Chavez 

W.  Daniel  Ross 

W.  Dickdon  Anderson 

W.  George  E.  Webster. . . 

W.  Fred'k  A.  Benohmore. 
B.  W.  Edward  Savage 


Mobile. 

Freeman. 

Little  Rock.. 

Beyreuth. 

Owen  Sound. 

Punta  Arenos. 

Baltimore. 

Charleston.    ' 

Washington. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Havana. 

Dickenson. 

Sioux  Falls. 

Newark. 

London. 

Key  West. 

Atlanta. 

Buda  Pesth. 

PocateJlo. 

Freeport. 

Indianapolis. 

Kully  Chaha. 

Nowry. 

Rome. 

Great  Bend. 

Kei]twood. 

Camden. 

Winnipeg. 

Baltimore. 

Grand  Rapids. 

Minneapolis. 

Houston. 

Jefferson  City. 

Helena. 

Chatham. 

Hampton  Falls. 

Burlington. 


Sydney. 

Ilensonhnist. 

Auckland. 

Dakota  City. 

Aylesford. 

Carson  City. 

Conneaut. 

Portland. 

Lima. 

Stauley  Bridge. 

Montreal. 

Newport. 

Adelaide. 

Aberdeen. 
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Grand  Representatives  Near  Other  Grand  Looobs.— Continued. 


Grand  Lodges. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Tasmania  

R.  W.  W.  A.  Macdougal 

Hobart. 

Texas 

W.  T.  H.  Haynie 

Lampasas. 
Salt  Lake  City. 
Bellows  Falls. 
Melbourne. 

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria,  Australia 

M.  W.  W.  Grant  Van  Home 

R.  W.  Henry  W.  Hatchings 

R.  W.  F.  G.  Manchester 

Virginia 

Vircrinia.  West. . . 

W.  S.  McLaughlin 

Hallins. 

R.  W.  Roger  B.  Rees 

Clifton. 

Washington 

W.  Jas.  R.  Hayden 

Olympia. 
Portage. 

Wisconsin 

W.  H.  S.  Goss 

-o- 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES  NEAR  THIS  GRAND  LODGE. 


Grand  Lodges. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Alabama 

W.  A.  Haslam 

Nanaimo. 

Arizona 

W.  I.  Oppeuheimer 

M.  W.  E.  C.  Baker 

Vancouver. 

Arkansas 

Victoria. 

Beyreuth   

Canada  . .       

V.  W.  H.  F.  Heisterman 

(( 

M.  W.  Wm.  Dalby 

(( 

California 

R.  W.  Mark  Bate     

Nanaimo. 

Carolina,  North . . 
Carolina.  South  . . 

W.  James  Stone 

M.  W.  Marcus  Wolfe 

Barkerville. 
Nanaimo. 

Columbia.  Dist.  of 

M.  W.  Eli  Harrison,  sen 

Victoria. 

Colorado 

R.  W.  Wm.  Stewart 

W.  Benj.  Springer 

Nanaimo. 

Connecticut 

Moodyville. 
Victoria. 

Cuba,  Isle  of 

Dakota.  North 

W.  John  Tengue 

W.  Jhh.  Abrams 

Nanaimo. 

Dakota.  South. . . . 

W.  Thos.  B.  Pearson  

Victoria. 

Delaware 

R.  W.  R.  B.  Kelly 

R.  W.  Eli  Harrison,  jun 

N.  Westminster 

Fnirlaud 

Departure  Bay. 
Victoria. 

Florida 

W.  Geo.  S.  Russell 

M.  W.  E.  C.  Baker 

Georjzia 

ti 

Hungary 

Idaho  

W.  E.  J.  Salmon 

ti 

VV.  Wm.  Howay 

W.  W.  W.  Northcott 

N.  Westminster 

Illinois 

Victoria. 

Indiana  

Indian  Territory. . 
Ireland   

V.  W.  Thos.  Shotbolt 

Victoria. 

V.  W.  W.  J.  Quinlan 

(i 

Italy 

U  Wm 
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Grand  Repbesektatives  Neab  This  Qrand  Tx}doe — Gootianed. 


Grand  Lodges. 


Name. 


Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba  

Maryland  

Miohigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri  

Montana 

New  Brunswick  . 
New  Hampshire  . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

Nebraska 

Nova  Scotia 

Nevada 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Prince  Edward  Is'd 

Peru 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island.  . 

Scotland 

Tasmania 

Texas  

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria,  Australia 

Virginia 

Virginia,  West. . . . 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

South  Australia  . . 


W. 
M. 
M. 
R. 

M. 


E.  Stuart  Wood 

W.  Fred'k  Williams. . 
W.  Marcus  Wolfe. . . . 
W.  Eli  Hardson,  jun. 
W.  J.  W.  Hamilton  . . 
W.Alex.  K.  Milne... 


M. 

M. 

R. 

R. 

W. 

M. 


R. 

R. 
V. 
R. 


M. 
M. 
W. 
V. 
M. 
M. 


W.  Alex.  M.  Fraser 

W.  R.  B.  McMicking 

W.  John  Piercy 

W.  W.  Downie 

W.  Eli  Harrison,  jun 

W.  Eli  Harrison,  sen 

E.  J.  Peck 

W.  E.  C.  Baker 

W.  W.  A.  De  Wolf  Smith. 

W.  Gabriel  Thomas 

W.  R.  P.  Kithet 

W.  Peter  Grant 

W.  Jos.  Brown 

W.  H.  Hoy 

W.  H.  F.  Heisterman 

W.  A.  H.  B.  Maogowan .  . 
W.  C.  Nevello  Westwood. 

W.  Jas.  Reid 

W.  John  Teague 

W.  A.  R.  Miloe 

W.  Lacey  R.  Johnson . . . 

Munroe  Miller 

W.  H.  F.  Heisterman  . . . 

W.  Sibree  Clarke 

W.  W.  Dalby 


M.  W.  Eli  Harrison,  sen. 

W.  Thomas  Downie 

M.  W.  J.  S.  Clute 

R.  W.  Ben.  WiUiams  . . . 


Residence. 


Kamloops. 

Victoria. 

Nanaimo. 

Departure  Bay. 

Nelson. 

Victoria. 

N.  Westminster. 
Victoria. 

Vancouver. 

Departure  Bay. 

Victoria. 

Vancouver. 

Victoria. 

N.  Westminster. 

Vancouver. 

Victoria. 

N.  Westminster. 

Nanaimo. 

N.  Westminster. 

Victoria. 

Vancouver. 

Nanaimo. 

Qiiesnelle. 

Victoria. 

Victoria. 

Vancouver. 

Victoria. 
it 

Kamloops. 
Victoria. 

Victoria. 

Donald. 

N.  Westminster. 

Victoria. 
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Gkand  Lodge. 


Grand  Secretary. 


AddresH. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia . 

Canada  

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut, 

Dakota,  South . . . 
Dakota,  North.. . . 

Delaware .... 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory  . . 

Iowa  

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba 

Maryland 

Massachusetts.  . . . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana   

Nebraska 

Nevada     

New  Brunswick  , . 
New  Hampshire  . . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina  . . . 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Prince  Edward  Is'd 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island  

South  Carolina  . . . 

Tennessee 

Texas  

Utah  

Vermont 


H.  ( "lay  Armstrong 

Geo.  J.  Koskruge 

P.  Hempstead 

W.  J.  Quinlan 

John  J.  Mason 

Geo.  Johnson 

Edward  Carroll  Parmelee . 

John  H.  Barlow 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew  

F.  J.  Thompson  

Benj.  F.  Bartram 

Wm.  R.  Singleton 

W.P.Webster 

Andrew  M.  Wolihin 

Chas.  C.  Stevenson 

J.  H.  C.  Dill 

W.  H.  Smythe 

J.  S  Murrow 

Theodore  S  Parvin 

Albert  K.  Wilson 

H.  B.  Grant 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

W.G.Scott 

Jacob  H.  Medairy  

Sereno  D.  Nickerson 

Jeflferson  S.  Conover 

Thos.  Montgomery 

J.  L.  Power  

•lohn  D.  Vincil 

Cornelius  Hedges 

Wm.  R.  Bowen 

C.  N.  Noteware 

F.  W.  Wisdom 

George  P.  Cleaves 

Thos.  H.  R.  Redway 

Alpheus  A.  Keen 

Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers 

John  C.  Drewry 

Hon.  W.  Ross 

J.  H.  Bromwell 

James  F.  Robinson 

J.S.Hunt 

Wm.  A.  Sinn 

Neil  McKelvie 

John  A.  Issacson 

Edwin  Baker 

Charles  Inglesby 

John  B.  Garrett 

John  Watson 

Christopher  Diehl  

W.G.  Reynolds 


Montgomery 

Tucson 

Little  Rock 

Victoria 

Hamilton,  Ontario 

San  Francisco 

Denver 

Hartford 

Flandreau 

Fargo 

Wilmington 

Washington,  D.  O 

Jacksonville 

Macon 

Boise  City 

Bloomington. 

Indianapolis 

Atoka 

Cedar  Rapids 

Topeka 

Louisville 

New   )rleans 

Portland 

Winnipeg 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Cold  water 

St.  Paul 

Jackson 

St.  Louis 

Helena 

Omaha 

Carson  City 

St.  John 

Concord 

Trenton 

Albuquerque 

New  York 

Raleigh 

Halifax 

Cincinnati 

Eugene 

Stillwater,  O.  T 

Philadelphia 

Summerside 

Montreal 

Providence 

Charleston 

Nashville 

Houston 

Salt  Lake  City 

Burlington 
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Directory  of  Grand  Lodges    Continued. 


Grand   Lodge. 

Grand  Secretary. 

Address, 

Viri^inia 

( Jeo.  W.  Carrington 

Kichniond 

Washington 

West  Virginia  .... 
Wisconsin 

Thos.  M.  lieid 

Olympia 

Wheeling 

Milwaukee 

Geo.  W.  Atkinson   

John  W.  Latlin 

Wyoming 

W.  L.  Knykeudell 

Saratoga 

(iRKAT   RRITAIN. 


England.. 
Scotland . 


Edward  Letchworth  . 
David  Murray  Lyon  . 
Ireland   I  Archibald  St.  George . 


London 

Edinburgh 

Dublin 


EUROPEAN. 


Austro-Hungary . . 

Belgium 

Denmark  

France — Lodge  .  . 
France — Council. . 
Germany    

Three  Globes . . . 

National 

Royal  York  . . . . 

Hamburg 

Hess  Durmstadt. 

Union  Electric  . 

Saxony 

Bavarisi 

Greece 

Holland 

Italy 

Portugal 

Roumania 

Spain  -Lodge 

Spain — National  . . 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Hungary 


Joseph  Hausdorfer. 

Rian  Nedgrot 

Wm.  Schytte 

P.  D.  Hamill  

E.  Berard  

Ernest  Kelm.an   

C.  W.  Lynde 

Wilhelm  Rahe 

Karl  Bouche  

F.  W.  Hokelraann . . . 

Dr.  Carl  Nies 

Karl  Paul 

P.  G.  Steubler 

G.  H.Fischer 

S.  Stephenson 

J.  Boudewinzse 


J.  d'A.  de  Franco-Netto .  . . . 

Dr.  N.  Tlieodore:ichi 

Don  Juan  U.  Y.  Fernandez , 
Julio  Fernandez  Espina   . . . 

Robert  Dickson 

Hermann  Krauss 

Maurice  Gelleri 


Buda  Pesth 

Brussells 

Copenhagen 

Paris 

Paris 

Berlin 

Berlin 

Berlin 

Berlin 

Hamburg 

Darmstadt 

Frankfort-oii-Main 

Drestlen 

Beyrouth 

Atliens 

The  Hague 

Rome 

Lisbon 

Bucharest 

Madrid 

Madrid 

Stockholm 

Geneva 

Buda  Pesth 


AUSTRALIA. 


New  South  Wales.  A.  H.  Bray 'Sydney,  .\ustralia 

Victoria,  Australia  Rev.  D.  Moadowcroft Melbourne,  Victoria 

South  Australia  . .  James  H.  Cunningham Adelaide 

Tasmania  ijohn  Hamilton .Hobart 

New  Zealand Rev.  Wm.  Ronaldson Auckland,  N.  Z 


'r— ■- 


J. 


^ 


IThe 


ITraternar  Head 


OF  THIS  JUfllSDICTION. 


niastep  masons 


JAS.  A.  COHFIV. 

LOFTUS  BROWNE. 

C.  HAYWARD.  Jr. 

CHRISTIAN  HAGAMAM, 

J.  VAN  BRAMER. 

H.  E.  BUTLER, 

O.  H.  CORRIGAN. 

CHikS   HONEYMAN. 

■Y.  W.  SC/CKLING. 


APPENDIX  NO.  I 


RETURNS 


OF  THE 


SUBORDINATE  LODGES 

UN  HER  THE  JUKISDIOTION  OF  THE 

M---W.'-Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia 

From  March  1st,  ISOo,  to  February  2fnh,  1806. 


VICTORIA.rOf.UmBIA  I.ODeK,  No.  1, 

VICTORIA,  B.  C. 
Itogalar  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month,  at  MasoQio  Temple. 

OFFICERS. 


Balraon,  Henry  L Worshipful  .Vlaster 

Richardson,  William  A.  ..Henior  Warden 

Htewart,  Alexander Junior  Warden 

Qainlan,  W-  J.,  P.  M Treasurer 

Oddy,  B.8..  P.  M Hecretary 

Sharpe,  Kev.  C  E.(not  a  mom.). Chaplain 
Crocker,  J.  W . . . .  Director  of  CereraonieH 


Brett,  Bobert  Einmett        Senior  Deacon 

Murray,  WilUiirn Iiinior  Doacon 

JoneH,  A.  McN H'"w»rd 

Bidden,  Peter  J Hteward 

Speed,  J.  W  inner  Guard 

Htookliam,  Freii'k Tyler 

AndrewH,  James OrKanist 


PAST  MASTEBS. 


Baker,  E.  Crow. 
Belyea,  A.  L. 
Cartmel,  Daniel. 
Flint,  Arthur  Ht.  Ooorgo. 
Millar,  JameH. 
MuKoown,  AuKUH. 
Mo(ireKor,  Moses. 


McFarlane.  GeorKO. 
Nortlicott,  Wm.  W. 
Plercy,  Joim. 
Pearson,  T.  H, 
UusH«<li,  (iHorKH  H. 
HhoMx.ii ,  Tliomas. 
Ualmou,  E.J. 


ToBffue,  John. 
Trounce,  ThoninH, 
WilliamH,  Krmlorick. 
Williams,  iienjnmiu. 
Weiler,  Joliu. 


MAHTKU    MA80N8. 


.Vrthur,  William. 
Brodoriok,  K. 
»la«^kwooil.  E.  E. 
Itrown,  ThoH.  H. 
Bostook,  Howitt 
Cfiurch.  Jerome  K. 
Croft.  Hpury 
Campboli,  Dapwl 


Croech.  William 
(.'hipcham',  Uoimrt 
Ciirraii,  W.  D. 
(!artliHW,  John  A. 
Cameron,  Allan 
Coltart,  Joiin 
CourtUHy,  (iHorwe  \. 
Danby,  W.  H. 


Dodds,  Thomaa 
l)ran(>y.  Ilobt. 
Doiiu,  John 
Esnouf,  B.  B. 
I'.UtfllHti,  Boht. 
Elford.  J,  i\ 
Ellis,  W.  H. 
Elliott,  John  Georc* 


■I 
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VICTORIA-COLUMBIA  LODGE,  No.  \.-Continued. 


Flett,  Henry  T. 
Fraser.  It.  L. 
Flnmerfelt,  Vlfred  (]. 
FullartoD,  J.  S. 
Gunns,  Thos.  Salter 
Greenhalgh.  Samuel 
Hollins,  J.  M. 
Harrison,  J.  B. 
Hall,  John 
Johnson,  £.  E.  C. 
Jeffcott,  J.  C. 
Jones.  John 
Jones,  Charles  F. 
Kelly,  8.  L. 
KetUe.W.  H. 
Ker,  D.  R. 
Knight,  George 
Levy,  J.  L. 
Langley,  Edward 
Leverton,  J.  C. 
Mason,  V.  Dubois 
Munro,  George  E. 
Mesher,  George  C. 
Mesher,  George 
Mallette,  (Charles  E. 
Martin,  A.  C. 
Martin,  J.  T. 
.Mihw, George  L. 


MASTER  MASONS. 

Mann,  Henry  A. 
Mable,  Wm.  J. 
McCahill,  Michael 
McNiven.  Alexander 
McOandless,  Alez.  G. 
Mackenzie,  William  G . 
Macrae,  J.  E. 
Nicholson,  J. 
Nicholson,  Thomas 
NichoUes,  John 
Northcott,  J.  A. 
Nickelle,  W.  T.  J. 
Noakes,  James 
Phillips,  Alexander 
Pennock,  W.  H. 
Preece,  Thomas 
Prossor,  ThoB.  H. 
Prevost,  W.  L 
Payne,  Gerald  F. 
Perdue,  George  M 
Porter  Kobt.  J. 
Perry,  Wm.  H. 
Poiser,  Kurt  K. 
Robinson,  J.  J. 
Uusta,  Andrew 
Ridgman,  A.  H. 
Robson,  Fredrick 
Robinson,  Theodore  H. 


Red  dick,  Wm. 
Robertson,  James  R. 
Richards,  Olirer 
Ross,  H.  G. 
Sheehan,  Laniel 
Shaw,  W.  H. 
Saunders,  Henry 
Smith,  J.  McK. 
Smith,  VVni.  J, 
StJinton,  Herbert 
Sinclair,  Robert 
Salmond,  Samuel 
Swinerton,  Robert  H. 
Stocks,  Joseph  H. 
Sheppard,  Henry  W. 
Sharp,  Kendrick 
Schmith,  Geo. 
Toller,  Albert 
Toneri,  Peter  E. 
Tulk,  Charles  J. 
Townsend,  Neville  F. 
Trickey,  William 
Weuger,  John 
Whittaker,  William 
Wills,  Albert 
Williams,  William  T. 


Dunderdale,  Ernest  N. 
Futcher,  T.  S  ,  P.  M, 


DHMITTED. 

Grove,  W.  H. 
F»)wler,  Jasper. 


Burns,  William  Carr 
Mallory,  Geor,,o  Thos. 


Clarke,  John  Sibree 


FELLOW  CRAFT    MA80N8. 


WUliame,  W.  H. 


ENTERED  APPHHiNTICE  MASONS. 


Davidson,  Angustus  .\lexander. 


Rosteiu,  Joseph, 


MASTER  MASONS    DEOEASKI>. 

('ohen,  James  A. 


DoaiiB,  Woorgn 
Holland,  .IohIiiih 
Fioewcm.  .loHOiih 


SUSPENDED. 

Masou,  Hohort 
Mason,  Albert 
Micklo,  Francis  Ord 


Simpkins,  William,  P.  M. 
Thompson,  Martin 


EXPELLED. 

Mitchell.  T,  R.,  P.  M. 


•  •  • 
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VANCOVVeR-QKIADRA    LODGE,  No.  2. 

VICTORIA,  B.  C. 

Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Masonio 
Temple. 


OFFICERS 


(i  lover,  George Worshiijf ul  Master 

Thompson,  M.  H Senior  Warden 

Muir,  A .  M Junior  Warden 

Lovell,  J.  B Treasurer 

Fletcher,  Cecil Secretary 

Campbell,  Rev.  Dr.  John Chaplain 

Blackwood,  Jaa Dir.  of  Cer. 


Shaw,  Richard Senior  Deacon 

Robertson,  F.  V Junior  Deacon 

( -atterall,  Thomas  Steward 

Lismore,  Joseph Steward 

Walkley,  Arthur Inner  Guard 

Stockham,  F.  (not  a  member) Tyler 

Berry,  Francis Oiganist 


Dalby,W. 
Dow,  George  A . 
Erskine,  A.  B. 
Grahame,  J.  A. 
Heisterman,  H.  F. 


PAST    MASTEBS. 

Harrison,  Eli,  Senr. 
Ha'-rison,  Eli,  Jr. 
Milne,  A.  R. 
McMicking.  R.  B. 
Miller,  J.  Munroe 


Netherby,  8.  B. 
Phillips,  J.  E. 
Roes,  D.  H. 
Waller,  Henry. 
Wilson,  DaTid 


Anderson,  D.  H. 
Anderson,  John 
Austin,  Henry  James 
Bullen.  W.  F.  T 
Brown,  Frederic 
Bncknam,  S.  W 
Bishop,  George 
Bragg,  Ed. 
Bragg,  W.  ThoH. 
Bryce,  Jas. 
Calbreath,  J.  (', 
Cunningham,  Robt. 
Coigdarrii)e,  John 
Cox,  C.   N. 
Cutler,  M,  V 
Campbell,  Charles 
Campbell,  John  J. 
(^estney.  W.  R- 
Chnlloner,  W.  L. 
Clayton,  Geo.  L. 
Dawl«y,  K.  J. 
Davie-,  Joshua 
Dannnberg,  Herman 
Drake,  Richard 
Dillon,  C.  P. 
Ercolo,  Dmuiiiique 
Frank,  Alex. 
Gllmoro,  Alex. 
Gutman,  David 


IflP- 


MAUTEB  MASONS. 

Gregg.  F.  T. 
Gregory.  F.  R. 
Haynes,  W. 
Haynes,  Geo    W. 
Heron,  Robt. 
Hunter,  Jos. 
Harris,  D.  R. 
Harrison,  H.(t. 
Harris,  C.  J. 
Hay  ward,  ( "harles 
Hunter,  A.  8. 
Home,  Thomas  H. 
Hondnrson,  Thos. 
Isaacs,  Jacoli 
Irving.  P    M. 
Jones.  W.H. 
Jennor,  '}e(J. 
Kelly.  David  1.. 
Loisor,  Simon 
Leiser,  Gustav 
Lewis,  Aaron 
ijowis,  littwis 
MimhIv.T  G. 
Madden.  Jerh. 
MorriHoa   Wra- 
Meyer,  W  ni, 
Magneseti.  Alf . 
Magn»«en,  Theo,  M. 
McLennan,  John 


MclTor,  Kodk. 
McArthur,  James 
McKenzie,  A.M. 
McKeil,  Robt.  E. 
McDougall.  E. 
Aewman,  Adolph 
Orniiston,  George 
Purver,  R.L. 
Patterson,  John 
Price.  W.G. 
PascoH,  WH. 
Pope,  W.  F.C. 
Rudlin.  (ieo. 
Rithet,  R.P. 
Rutjkle,  Hy. 
Ross,  Adam 
Ro^)e^t^on,  (tbu-W. 
Steole,  Peter 
Shaw,  Thos. 
Shaw.  James 
Sinclair,  T.F. 
Htdliird.  C.E 
Sinclair,  Dane 
Turner.  J.  H. 
Tolmie,  Auilt 
WilliriniH.  .I<it\a 
Walker,  H.G. 


DEMITTKD. 

Pearson,  E. 


1  V 


VANCOUVER-QUADRA  LODGE,  No.  2.-Gontinued. 

FELLOW  OBAFT  MASONS. 

Oastafson,  Olaf ,  Henderson,  Anton 

ENTERED  APPBENTICB  MASONS. 


Anderson,  Wm.  A. 
Boms,  Walter 
Hughes,  Wm.  Ottis 


Browne,  Loftns 


Lang,  A.D. 
Morrison,  Rodk. 
Parsons,  C.  W. 


Piper,  C.T.W. 
Stewart,  Alex. 


MASTER  MASONS  DECEASED. 

Hayward,  Charles.  Jr.  Moss,  Morris,  P.  M. 

SUSPENDED. 

Brown,  Geo.  H.,  (U.  M.  C.) 


ASHLAR  EiODOE,  No.  3. 


•    1 

f .    ' 

i 

f 

'  t 

NANAIMO,    B.  C. 


Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  First  Wednesday  in  each  month. 


OFFICERS, 


Thomson,  Geo Worshipf nl  Master 

Barrett,  E.  W Senior  Warden 

Lukey,  R.  J Junior  Warden 

Bate,  M,  P.  M Treasurer 

MoKenzie,  C,  (' . ,  P.  M Secretary 

Barnes,  E.  C Director  of  Ceremonies 


Hoskin,  E.A Senior  Deacon 

Jones,  ThoB Junior  Deacon 

Larrs,  S.  E Steward 

Bradley,  Jas Steward 

Cowie,  Jas Inner  Guard 

Vance,  John Tyler 


Brown.  Joseph  M 
Coburn,  Jno.  W. 
Dillon,  H.  A. 


PAST  MASTERS. 

Drake,  Samuel 
Frame,  Jno. 
Leighton,  W*  K. 


Renwick,  Jno. 
Westwood,  C.  N. 
Wolfe,  Marcus,  P.  G. 


M. 


.1111 


Aitken,  Jas. 
Anderson,  Robt. 
Baker,  Geo. 
Bertram,  Jno 
Bovilockway,  Goo. 
BogKiano,  D. 
Campbell,  Walter 
Cowling  W.  B. 
Davies,  Th»s.  L. 
Davis  .David 
Davis,  ThoH  H. 
Dick,  John 
Dobsim,  David 
IXltHe,  Matthew 
Forgnson,  D.W. 
Fiaok,  ThoH. 
Frame,  Jhh, 
Hnmtiton,  B.  B. 


MASTER  MASONS. 

Hardy,  C.  R. 
Harris,  David 
Hendorscm,  Alex. 
Home,  A.  G. 
Homo,  A.  H. 
Horth.  C.W. 
Hughes,  Jno. 
Hurst,  Wm.  J. 
iTonoas.  Frank 
Kirkwooil.  R. 
Land,  Peter  M. 
Lawley,  Thos.  E. 
Leask,  Goo. 
Lewis,  Wm, 
MoHeau,  Goo. A. 
MoBroom,  Arch. 
Mc('artney,  A. 
McCuUoch.  Wm. 


Martell,  J . 
Mehaflfy,  Robt. 
Milne,  Thos. 
Monroe,  Hugh 
Moss,  Thos.  F. 
Muirhead,  Jas. 
McKinley,  Jas. 
M(^Kinnell,  Andrew 
McLachlan,  R.K. 
McLay.  Robt. 
McMillan,  Ewon 
Mahrer,  Jn'>. 
Marshall,  Wm. 
0'Connell,Tlios. 
Patterson,  Jno, 
Paulson,  Jno. 
Pender,  James 
Pottluger.  U.R. 


ABHLAR  LODGE  No.  Z.-Continued. 


Beilley,  J.C. 
Richardson,  W. 
Bobineon,  W.  J. 
Boss,  Hy 
Boss,  W. 
Bowe,  B.  H. 
Bamming,  C.H. 


HABTBB  MASONS. ^Cont. 

ISabiston.  Jno. 
SJoan,  W. 
Stirtan,  W.J. 
Summerhayes,  Alfred 
Tait,  Andrew 
Thomas,  David 
Trounce,  W. 

DEUITTED. 

Irwin,  Thos. 

ENTERED  APPRENTICE  MASONS. 

Lamont,  Malcolm 


Trumper,  J.  A. 
Van  Houton.  J.W. 
Wi^tson,  Aaron  V. 
YonnK.  C.N. 
Zellinsky.  Saul 


CARIBOO  LODGE,  No.  4. 

BARKERVILLE,  B.  0. 
Begnlar  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month,  at  Masonic  Hall. 

OFFICERS. 

Stone.  James,  P.M....  Worshipful  Master  McDermott,  H.,  P.M....  Secretary 

Innes,  James ^.... Senior  Warden  Phelps.  Wm.  H Senior  Deacon 

Kirkpatrick,  W.  J Junior  Warden  Hunter,  Thos.  C Junior  Deacon 

Kelly.  Andrew,  P. M Treasurer  Wormold,  Wm Tyler 

PAST  MASTERS. 

Stephenson,  W. 

MASTER  MASONS. 

Brown,  N.H.  Lanyon,  Jno.  Shaw,  David  B. 

Bawden,  Thos.  McMillan,  J.  C.  St.  Laurent,  J.  H. 

Glendinning,  P.  McKay.  David  fegart,  Arthur  Henry. 

Johnson,  W.A.  O'Neil,  (L  Thorraahlen.  T. 

Lewis,  L.  J.  Paulsen,  C.  J.  Watt,  Hugh 

Beid  James 

MASTER  MASONS  DECEASED. 

Hagaman,  Christian 


VI 


raOUNT  HERinON  liODGC,  No.  T. 


VANCOUVER,    B.  C. 


Regalar  meetings  are  held  on  the  First  Tnesday  of  each  month,  at  Masonic  Hall 

OFFICERS. 


Nelson  Ohas Worshipful  Master 

Ward,  Talbot Senior  Warden 

Cowperthwaite,  F.M Junior  Warden 

Liees,  A.E.,  P.M Treasurer 

Banfleld,  John  J Secretary 

MacLeod,  Ber.  J.  M (chaplain 


Robertson.  H.... Director  of  Ceremonies 

HogK,  Wm Senior  Deacon 

Allen,  J.  A Junior  Deacon 

Marrion,  K Steward 

Aconley ,  Wm Steward 

Bowser,  W.J Inner  Guard 


Shelton,  G Tyler 


PAST  MASTERS. 


Allan,  P.  A. 
Black.  Geo. 
Casselman,  B. 
GillieB,  D.  W. 


Irwin,  W.H. 

Jarrett.  8.  N. 
Little,  Jos. 
McNaughton,  P. 


Oppenheimer,  I . 
Springer,  B. 
Thomas.  G. 
Wilson,  G.I. 


Allen.  R.  W. 

Anderson,  A. 

Archer,  W.C. 

Ashworth,  E.  B. 

Beaty,  J. 

Bell.  HA. 

Bell.ThoB. 

Bell-Irving  H. 

Boyd,  ThoB.  H. 

Brown,  J.T. 

Buckley,  H. 

Burdis,  W.D. 

Calkins,  8. F. 

Cameron,  Joseph 

Ceperley,  H.T. 

Chase,  W.H. 

Cook.  E. 

Cordener,  P. 

Dins  more,  G. 

Douglas.  C.S. 

Douglas.  J.C. 

Edwards,  R. 

Edwards,  Uev.  H.   (Hon.) 

Erickson.  E.  G. 

Erwin,  W. 

Evana,  W.H. 


Colson.  C.E. 


MASTER  MASONS. 

Farr,  E. 
Forsberg,  CG. 
Franklin,  J. L. 
Gibstm,  W.  T. 
Gray,  Thomas 
Hanna,  J.  J. 
Harrison,  H.  C. 
Haywood,  V.  W. 
Hillier,  (Jhas. 
Hooper,  W-  M. 
Kerfoot,  W.  -T.  B. 
Leslie,  Jas. 
Lewis,  H    M. 
Linton,  Andrew. 
Lockwood,  E. 
Magee,  G.E. 
Matheson,  Malcolm 
Middler,  Wm. 
Munro,  Alic 
Munro,  Jno. 
McCraig,  Geo. 
McDonald,  Wm. 
McFarlane,  J.H. 
McKinnon,  Thos. 
McLuckie,  J.  H.  T. 
Niolnnds,  Thos.F. 

DEMITTKD . 

Harro,  P.  H,  D. 
Hobson,  J. 


Oakley.  N.L. 
Painton,  F.  J. 
Proctor,  Thos. 
Ralph.  Wm. 
Ramsdall,  J.H. 
Roberts,  Samuel 
Scott,  Thos. 
Scott,  S. 

Skilfington,  G.H. 
Smith,  J. B. 
Smith,  H. 
Smith.  W.  S. 
Smith,  George. 
SoUoway,  A.E. 
Southcott,  J.J. 
Stewart,  J.  W. 
Thompson,  Nicholas 
Trory,  Geo.E. 
TurnbuU,  Jas.  D. 
Weeks,  W.  G. 
Wutzel,  C.  C.  H. 
Williams,  J. 
Wood,  W.  D. 
Woods,  J.G. 


Eggert.  Jalea 


Cox,  Edward 


FELLOW  GRAFT  MASONS. 

Japson,  J.  B. 


Miller,  Henry. 


Vll 
MOUNT  HEMON  LODGE,  No.  1-Continued. 

BNTBBED  AFPBKNTICE  BIABOM8. 

Battenbury.  F .  M.  Lundle,  Robert 

HASTEB  MASONS  OKOEASED. 

Van  Braemer,  J.  Butler,  Henry  E. 


Clarkson,  Jos. 
ConnorB,  S.R. 


SUSPENDED. 

McKinnon,  Wilson 
McVean,  H. 


Mayne,  T.W. 


BESTOBBO. 

Eggert,  Jules 


UNION  L.ODG£,  No.  B. 


NEW  WESTMINSTER. 


Hall. 


Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  First  Wednesday  of  each  month,  at  Masonio 


OFFIOEBS. 


Johnson,  J.  B Worshipful  Master 

Rich,  H.  N Senior  Warden 

Scott,  J.  G Junior  Warden 

Hart,  F.  J .Treasurer 

De  Wolf  Smith,  W  •  A. .  P .  M . . . .  Secretary 


Sharp,  R.  P Senior  Deacon 

Brine,  Geo Junior  Deacon 

Jones,  W.  R Steward 

Hughes,  J.  H Steward 

Laidlaw,  F Inner  Guard 


Forrester,  J.J Tyler 


Bennie,  Thos. 
Buie,  John 
('harleson,  Alex. 
I 'lute,  John  8. 
Duncan,  W.  A. 


PAST  MA8TEB8. 

Grant,  Peter 
Howay,  Wm. 
Hoy,  Henry 
Kelly,  Robt.  B. 
McKercher,  Alex. 


Manson,  Wm. 
Murray,  W.  (Hon.) 
Speirs,  Jas. 
Walker,  R.  E. 


Annandaie,  T.  S. 
Bates,  J.  C.  A. 
Bole,  W.  Norman 
Benson.R.  F. 
Bourne.  F. 
Boutillier,  F. 
Carter,  C  H . 
Chisholm,  H.  M. 
Coatham.  W.  C. 
Cotton,  A.  F. 
Coulthard,  F.J. 
Croucher,  Rev.  C. 
Dodd,  Wm. 
Douglas,  B.  (Hon.) 
Duncan,  J.  S. 


MASTEB  MASONS. 

Elson,  Wm. 
Fraser,  J.  D. 
Gilley,  W.  A. 
Gilley,  Jas.  R. 
Gray,  J.  H. 
Hendry,  John 
Johnson,  Wm. 
Juukin,  I.  C. 
Lehman,  Isaac 
Moad,  Geo. 
Mills,  Joseph 
Morrison,  John 
Munn,  D.  J. 
Murchie,  D. 
McBride,  A.  H, 


McBride,  R. 
McColl,  Wm. 
McNeely,  Thos. 
McRae,  A.,  Sen. 
Mcltae,  A.,  Jr. 
McNeeley,  T. 
McGillivray,  D. 
McNair,  Alex. 
McNair,  E. 
Patterson,  D. 
Phillips,  J.  E. 
Rankin,  Jas.  V. 
Rickman,  R.  J. 
Riskie,  L.  W. 
Robson,  F.  H. 
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UNION  LODQE,  No.  9-'Oontinu«d 


Byall,  J.  A. 
Boott,  Juhn  T. 
BhadweU.  U.  B. 

Campbell,  A.O. 
Forrin,  J.  A 
Qibflun,  Q.  F. 


Finlaison,  W.  H. 


1U8TBB  HA80MB— Coniinaed. 
Shilea,  D.  A. 
Smither,  A . 
Tinfflejr.  8. 

DUUTI'BD. 
Hunter,  T.C. 
MoCullooh.T.G. 

rSLLOW  OBAFT  MAZONS. 

Ferguson,  A. 
BNTBBBD  APPBBNTIOB  MABOMB. 

Carrie,  T. 

■UBPEMOKD. 
Oilley.  Qeo.  W. 


Whyte,  J.C. 
Wigvins,  John 


Rae,  Jaa.  D. 
Townley,  C.  B. 


Molntosh,  B.  W. 


KARIIiOOPS  liOOOE,  No.  10. 


KAMLOOP8,    H.  0. 


Hall. 


Begular  BleetingB  are  held  on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month,  at  Masonio 


OVriOBBB. 


Pownall.  Guy  F Worshipful  Master 

Beattie,  Martin Senior  Warden 

Woodside,  J .  H  Junior  Warden 

Boadley,  Thos.,  P.M Treasurer 

Wood,  B.  Stuart,  P.M Secretary 

Loney,  Geo Direo .  of  (^remonies 


Barnhart.  P.  A Senior  Deaoon 

Meldrum,  J.  A ..Junior  Deaoon 

Garment.  J.  J Steward 

Biateen,  Geo.  F Steward 

Bunt,  Bobt Inner  Guard 

Bruce,  Hugh Tyler 


Bannerman,  Jno. 
Clarke,  S..M.D..P.G.M. 
Graham,  J.  O. 


Beattie,  J.O. 
Bruce,  John 
Decker,  Isaac 
Duck,  Jacob 
Fingland,  A.B. 
Graham,  T.  W. 
Herchmer,  Jno. 


PABT  MABTBBB. 

Harlock  D.W.H. 
Bidley,  H.  C.  M. 
Slater,  Chas.  B 

HA8TBR  MABONB. 

Hume,  W.  B. 
Johnson,  G.E. 
Mara,  J .  A . 
McKay,  Jaa.  A. 
McKay,  G.  C. 
McDonald,  Hugh 
McMorine,  Alex. 

DBMITTBD. 


Tnnstall,  S-  J. 


Noble,  A. 
Ostrom,  A.  D. 
Boper,  W.  J. 
Boss,  M.  G. 
Serson,  J . 
Sweeney,  Thos. 
WiUs,  W.S.H. 


Vox,  Geo.  G. 


BkiflBngton.  George  H. 

rvLhom  oBArr  mabomb. 
Middleton,  Geo. 

BMTBRBD  APPBBMTIOB  MABONB. 
NBlBODt  Wm. 


mOVlfTAIIf  I.OD6E,  N«.  11. 

DONALD,  B.  C. 
BegaUr  Meetings  .re  held  on  the  Second  Monday  of  e.ch  month,  .t  M-oaio  Hidl 

OFFI0BB8. 

2ri.'j-K.;.;:.;.;."rri,'ir  ZLTi' •f"'-""-' 

«^"«-*«-« Dir;.,crr:2  A"lZ:/.^::::::;:;::;.-'r'.«^ 


Clarke,  B.  (Hon.  Mem.) 


Allan,  John 
Anderson,  Victor 
fionrne,  H.  J. 
Bell-Campbell,  Wm. 
Denman,  A.W. 
Eriokson,  A. 
Qrlffith,  J.  E. 
Graham,  Q.  W. 
Hobbs,  F.  B. 
Hopgood,  John 
Jamieson,  D. 
Jackson,  Fred. 


Reld,  Alex. 


PAST  IIA8TBB8. 

Downie,  T. 
Newman,  Wm. 

MASTBB  MASONS. 

King,  Lew 

Lendram,  T.    . 

Manael,  O.  E. 

Marpole,  R. 
Maclean,  D.  H. 
MoArthnr,  A.  E. 
MoLeod,  John 
McLean,  Angus 
Marsh.  A.  8. 
McKay,  D. 
Patmore,  R.  W. 
Boe.  T.  M. 

DBMITTED. 


Rattan,  W.  S. 


Robinson,  F. 
Bassell,  E.  J. 
Bedgrare,  Htephen 
Htarke.  G.  A. 
tJammerby,  T.  G. 
Bargent,  W.  H. 
Solloway,  L.  T. 
Thompson.  W.  8. 
Van  Antwerp,  W.  F. 
Wall.  W.  H. 
WaU.J.  B. 
Wright.  Jas. 


Ross,  Bar.  W.  R 


rCLLOw  GRAFT  MASONS. 

Trimble,  Edwd. 

■NTCBBD  APPBBirriOR  MASONS. 

Parson.  H.  O. 

BBSTOBKD. 

McKay,  Darid. 


••og^^a* 


ii 


€ASCAI»C  I.ODOE,  If*.  It. 


VANCOUVER,  B.  C. 


Hali. 


Regular  meetings  are  held  on  the  Third  Monday  in  each  month,  at  Maeonic 


OrFIOBRH. 


Tisdale,  Chas.  E Worshipful  Master 

Watson,  H.  H Senior  Warden 

Uate«r  jod,  V.  H Junior  Warden 

Maogowan,  A.  H.  B.,  F.M Treasurer 

Hartley,  F.  W Secretary 

Tucker,  L.  Norman Chaplain 

Miller,  Jos.  E.,  P.M Dir.  of  Cer. 


RuBCombe.  F Senior  Deacon 

McKay,  Kuut Junior  Deacon 

Wilson,  Charles Steward 

Tite,  J.  Reynold Steward 

Bowell,  J.  M Inner  Guard 

Hosker,  E Tyler 


Atkins,  T.  E. 

Black,  A.  W. 

Cope,  F. 

Downie,  Wm.,  P.  Q.M. 

Home,  J.  W. 


Alexander,  R.  H. 
Aliloe,  A.  H. 
Apenes,  R.  A. 
Atkinson.  C.  U.  T. 
Atkinson,  J. 
Auld,  Wm, 
Bales,  H.  H. 
Barnett.  Ttoo.  E. 
Beattie,  A.M. 
Blaokmore,  Wm. 
Bissett.A.  C. 
Bourne,  A.  S. 
Braid,  Wm. 
Breeze,  J.  D. 
Bridgman,  C.  E. 
Browu,  Ueo. 
Brown,  U.K. 
Brooklesby,  H.  A. 
Brurein,  U. 
Burgess.  T.  H. 
Buxton,  Jas.  M. 
Buxton.  S.H. 
Cambie,  H.  J. 
(Campbell,  J.  G. 
('ampbell,  John 
('ampion,  J.  W. 
<!arroll,JohnT. 
(Iiarlesou.  D.  B. 
ChoatH,  Edward 
Christie,  W.  G. 
(Houston.  Thos. 
Collins,  H. 
Connon,  U.  B. 


PAST  HA8TBB8. 

Irvine,  James 
Johnson,  L-R.,P.O.  li 
Miller.  W.  O. 
Morrow.  Geo.  L. 
McLaren,  E.  D. 

MASTER  MASONS. 

Crawford,  J.G.H. 
Creery,  A.M.C. 
Crowder,  J.  8. 
Davidson.  C.  N. 
DeForest,  H.  J. 
Diplook,  A.  R. 
Doig,  Jas. 
Drake,  W.  £. 
Dragalovioh,  € 
Dutcher,  G.  S. 
Ferguson,  R.  ('. 
Forrest,  A.  B 
Fuller,  Geo.  W. 
Gilmore,  U.  B. 
Grant,  R. 
Graves,  A.  M. 
Gray,  (J.  T. 
Green,  Horace 
Greer,  Wm. 
Hail,  J.  D. 

Hammersley,  A.  St.  G. 
Heimick,  J.  B. 
Henderson,  Stanley 
Hirschberg,  M.  II. 
Hosker,  E.  J. 
Jaeok,  J.  F. 
Johnson,  V,  G. 
Johnson,  H.  M. 
Jordon,  G.  A. 
Keith,  Saral. 
Kendall,  W.H. 
Kont,  W.  H. 
Kleinberg.  E.  C. 


Penn,  R.  G. 
Seymour,  J.  R. 
Traoey,  Thos.  H. 
Turner,  John 


Leask,  John 
Ijedgen,  A.  Kitt 
Lett,  (/has.  A. 
Lewthwaite.  W.  A. 
Little,  James 
Lough,  Wm. 
Loutit,  Jas. 
Maoaulay,  C.  H. 
MaoFarlane,  J.E.W. 
Mahoney,  E.  C. 
MoFarland,  J.W. 
McGillvray,  D. 
McGregor,  D.  (;. 
McKarracher,  J  .V. 
McNab,  Allen 
McNeil,  T. 
Manseil,  C.  B. 
Marshall,  D.  Q. 
Mathison,  D.  A. 
Mershon,  L.  H . 
Milne,  John  G. 
Morrison,  J.  W. 
Murray,  J.  W. 
Mc('raney,  H.P. 
MoOeery,  Jos. 
McDonald.  D.  L. 
Nicholson ,  M. 
Nickson,  John  J. 
Opponheimer,  D. 
Pace.  W.J. 
Pierce,  Frank  H. 
Plumm,  Wm. 
Prenter,  H.L. 


XI 


CASCADE  LODGE.  No    12,-  VontinuM. 


Prescntt,  J.  W. 
UathKAbor,  F. 
Righter.  P.  D. 
Bobinaon.  Alex. 
Itobinsun,  It. 
Uowley,  John 
Ityals.A.  L. 
Bclater,  Jampi 
Seyinoar,  J.  R. 
Shnlton,  A.  E. 


Lobley.  J.  H.  V. 
Murray.  J.  W. 


MABTEB  MASONS -Continaed. 

OisBoit,  T.  H. 
Hpencer.  O.  L. 
Spragne,  W.  T. 
HterliiiK,  David 
Hteward,  D.  McG. 
Tiffin,  J. B. 
Tilley.  V.  «. 
rimberlake,  F,8. 
Turner,  H.M. 
Underwood,  P. 

OEMITTKO. 

UoFariane.  J .  A. 
Mackintosh,  W.  D. 

FELLOW  OBArr  MASONS. 

Troyman,  Henry. 

■NTKBBO  APPBBNTICB  MASONS. 

Cowan,  Geo,  H. 

MASTER  MASONS  DBOBASBD 
t'orriijan,  G.  D. 


Vich,  G.  H.  A. 
Walker.  T.  H. 
Wataon.  J.H. 
Weld.  O. 
White,  Jowph 
Weddecombe,  H. 
Willianu.  John 
Williams,  James 
Wilson.  Jamea 
Winch,  R.  V. 


Watte.  Wm. 


Renltbee,  John 
Beckingaale,  D.  L. 


SDSPENOBD. 

Draper,  A.  W. 


Uopkirk.  H. 


8PAL,L.i;itICHEEN    L,0»UE,    No.     13. 

ARMSTRONG,  B.  C. 

MoiSr'"  "**""*""  ^^*'*"''  ^^"^  Saturday  on  or  bof«r«  the  Fall  Moon  of  e«,h 

orrioEBs. 

Fletcher,  T.  W Worshipful  Master.       P«lly,  \\.  h  „^,„» 

l'Zk^7L^ ^Benior^aHen.       H.m^iil,  JJ.hn.  P.  M.:;:;::^„VomC:; 

wZliol^r     J«n»o' Warden.       Hamilton,  Wm Junior  Deacon 

Wood,  Robert Treasurer.       Clinton,  Thos Inner  Guard 

Liaur,  Jacob Tyler. 


Costerton,  C.  F. 


Armstronff,  Robt 
Darnes,  Fred'k 
Brown,  John  D. 
Fraton,  Wm.  J 


PAST  HAHTBB8. 

MoLeod,  Norman 

MAHTEIl  MARONH. 

ForlMJs,  A.  F. 
Hall.  Wm. 
Keys,  Hugh 
Lambley,  Charles 


Rashdall.  George  Herbert 


McDonald,  Arohlbidd 
MoLeod.  John 
Perry,  C.  E. 
Wright.  Jamea  Milton 


'Ti 


I  i\ 


*ll'^ 


xu 


HIRAKI  LODGE,  No.  14. 


COURETNAY,  B.    C. 
lingular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  Batnrclay  on  or  before  Full  Moon  of  each  Month. 


OFFICERS. 


Cook.  F.Ii 

Ilolmee,  J.  B 

Btewart,  H 

Berkeley,  John  R . 
McConnell.  R.H. . 
Watkin,  Robert... 


.  Worshipful  Master 

Senior  Warden 

Junior  Warden 

, Treasurer 

Heoretary 

.Dir.  of  Ceremonies 


Beckonsell ,  Thos Senior  Deacon 

Grieve,  J.  W Junior  Deacon 

Mnschamp,  fi Steward 

Viles,  Wm Steward 

Gillmore,  Robt Inner  Guard 

Piercy,  J Tyler 


CUnton.  O.W. 
Grant,  Alexander 


Brown,  Thos. 
Cavins,  Thos. 
Cessford,  Robt. 
ClilTe.H.J. 
Cowie,  Alex. 
Edwards,  Thos. 
Graham,  Robt. 


Read,  G.  H. 
Reid.  Wm. 
Roboins,  F.  W. 
Roeeborrough,  Thot. 
Sargent.  J. 
Sargent,  Stephen 


PAST  HA8TKBB. 

Grant,  Robt.  Mc&im,  Jas. 

MathewBon,  W.  A. 

KABTBB  MAaOMB. 

Grant.  Kenneth 
Howe,  Geo. 
McAUen,  Wm.  J. 
McGregor,  H. 
MitoheU,  Wm. 
Moore,  J.C 
Pieroy,  Thos.  H. 

DEMITTBD. 

Whyte,  Jas. 


KOOTENAY  LOOOft:,  No.   15. 

KBVELSTOKE,  B.  C. 
Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  Third  Monday  in  each  month. 

OFFIOKUB, 

Temple,  (^has.  Hy . . . .  Worshipful  Master  Johnson,  Herbert  O Senior  Deacon 

Crage,  Wm.  F Senior  Warden  Kellie,  John  M Junior  Deacon 

Lee,  Wm.  J Junior  Warden  Mesley,  Fred St  ward 

Robinron,  Dan Treasurer  Mc('arty,  Florence Steward 

Bmyth,  Hugh Secretary  Barber,  Guy  J Inner  Guard 

Coursill,  Henry  N Dir.  of  Ceremonies  Cnmmings,  Alex  C Tyler 

PABT  HABTBBB. 

Fraser,  Fred.  Bourne,  H.J 


Donnelly,  Hamilton 
David,  Morgan 


Howton,  Robt 


IIA8TCB  MABONB. 

Kegler,  Frank  T. 
Paul,  Alexander 

DBKITTU). 

Klrkap  John 

■MTBBBO  APPHBMTIOB  MABOM 8. 

Hanbnry,  Herbert  J. 


Randall,  Arthur 
Ross,  Wm.  B 


Prooonier,  Chaa.  A 


Xlll 


PACIFIC  LODGE,  No.  16. 

MISSION  CITY,  B.  C. 
^f'^n*;  I!!rn.r'  ""  •'"'**  °"  *^"  Wednesday  on  or  immedmtely  preceeding  Full 


Moon  of  each  month. 

OFFICKBS, 

^ond.  E Worshipful  Master 

York.  L.  f Senior  Warden 

^*'""'  J Junior   Warden 

P»"».E       Treasurer 

Downes,T.L„I.P.M Secretary 

Esplen.  It,  J Senior  Deacon 


Jonee.E.T Junior  Deacon 

Hannah.S Steward 

French,  H.  B Steward 

Stewart,  W inner  Guard 

Keered,  James Tyler 


McKay,  D. 


Barker,  J. 
Barry,  C. 
Blair,  W.  A. 
Choate,  Z 
Clare.  W.  F. 
Cunningham.  R.  S 
Duncan,  A. 
Ooarley,  J. 


PAST  HA8TEB8. 

Shook,  M.  F. 

KASTBB  MASONS. 

Gourley,  R. 
Jewell,  G.  G. 
Morrison,  M. 
Munroe,  A. 
McDonald,  B.  R. 
HoFarlane,  J.  C. 
McGillivray,  W. 
UoMUlan,  H. 

DBMITriCD. 

Schofield,  J.  H. 


FKLLOW  CBAFT  MASONS. 

Catherwood,J.A.  Webb,  J. 

ENTBBED  APPBEMTIOE  MASONS. 

Pratt,  F.  W. 


York,  A. 


McTaggart,  O.  A. 
Nicholls,  T.  H. 
Rabling,  T.  H. 
Smith,  Saml. 
Stewart,  G. 
Stewart,  T. 
Plomridge,  I. 


SUSPENDED. 


Rain.  A. 
(Curtis,  U. 
Fraser,  J. 


Hogg,  W. 
Long,  R. 


Mnnroe,  F. 
Wellington.  C. 


KINU  SOI.4IJflON  LODOE:,  No.  IT. 

NKW    WESTMINSTER,    «.    C. 
Regular  Meetings  are  hold  on  the  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month. 


OFFICERS. 


Lewis,  L.  A Worshipful  Macter  Vanstone,  W.  E Senior  n^iu^n 

S3;F^ Junior  Warden  Miller.  Wellington yteward 

VuT-     «        Treasurer  Campbell.. Tohn  A Steward 

rtitohie,Oeo Secretary  Kirk,  H.  T Inner  Onard 

Scouler,  Rer.  Thoma. Chaplain  Forreat,  J.  J.  (not  .member)  ."".^i   1 


XIV 


KINO  BOLOMON  LODGE.  No.  n.-Continu*d. 


PAST  1IA8TBB8. 
Baie.  John  (Hon.  member)      Frasor,  Alex.  M. 


Cnnningham,  Oeo. 


HoAskiU,  M. 
Manaon,  Wm.  (Hon.  mem.)    Shirley.  J. H. 


Ballantjme  J.  B. 
Beale,  H.  D. 
Campbell.  Wm. 
Carrie,  D.  P. 
Carty,  John 
Fiaher.  C.  C. 


HA8TBR   MA80N8. 

Oifford,  Thoa. 
Ouwen.  KeT.  H.  H. 
Hodge,  O.  C. 
Marahail,  B. 
Monn,  L.  G. 
McLennan,  M.  D. 

DnUTTSD. 


Brown,  B.  B. 


McLean,  J.  M. 
Nelaon.  N. 
Sampson,  T. 
Btrople,  N.  B. 
Technor,  H.  C. 


Creighton,  J.  W. 


Cookaley.  P.  J. 


VBLLOW  OBAFT  MASONS 


Fonlda,  P.  J. 


m\ 


Falding,  W.  H. 


BNTBBED  APPBBMTIOB  MASONS. 


McDonald,  Hogh 


Maofarlane.  R.  M. 


DOKIC    LODOB,    No.     18. 


NANAIMO,  B.  C. 


Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  Third  Tuesday  of  eaoh  month. 


OFFIOEBS. 


Davis,  Lewis  T Worshipful  Manter       Meakin,  Fred.  C. 


.Senior  Deacon 


Pleaoe,  John  H Senior  Warden 

Morton,  Wm.  H Junior  Warden 

Counter,  M.  R Treasurer 

Perkins,  W.  H.  8.,  P..M Secretary 

Maitland,  Rev.  R.  R (Chaplain 

Crosson,  James.. Director  of  Ceremonies 


Anderson,  Alex.  C Junior  Deacon 

MoKecknie,  Robt.  £ Steward 

Robie,  H.  J Steward 

Wylie,  .Tohn Inner  Guard 

Vance.  John,  (Hon.  member) Tyler 


Algar.  James 
H  aslam,  Andrew 

Alexander,  Dalton 
Dawson,  Henry 
Davis,  A.  A. 
Dempsey,  Hugh 
Evans,  Bobt. 
Oreen.  Alfred 
Kelly,  W.  J. 
Morrow.  Hugh. 
Mills,  Thomaa 


PAST  MA8TBBS. 

Young,  F.  McB. 

HASTBB  MASONS. 

McCuish,  NeU 
MoKae,  Rev.  D.  A. 
McRae.  Bod. 
MoKinnon.  Alex  T. 
MoKinnel,  David 
Morris,  W.  E. 
McGregor,  James 
Neen,  Jacob 
Pnager,  B.  A. 


YuiU.  8.  B. 


Richardson.  T. 
Stickles.  C.  H. 
Ttigart,  J.  E.  R. 
Thomp  on,  Adam 
Walmsley,  M. 
White,  John 
Yarwood,  E.  M. 
Young,  W.  A. 


XV 

DORIC  LODGE.  No.  l8.~ConUnu«d. 

FBLLOW  CBAFT  1U80M8. 

Thompson,  John  A.  tw  u-         „,. 

Dobeeon,  ThomM 

KNTBREO  APPRENTICE  MASONS. 

Daridson,  Joseph  E. 

MASTER  MASONS  DB0BA8KD. 

Honeyman,  Charles 

EXPELLED. 

Badcook,  W. 


IONIC    LODOE,    No.     10. 

CHILLIWIIACK,  B.  C, 
Regalar  Meetin«s  are  held  on  the  Friday  on  or  before  the  FuU  Moon,  monthly. 

OFFIOBBS. 

■*«""<*•« Worshipful  Master  PeUy.J...                             „«„.•     ,^ 

Cawley.8.  A Senior  Warden       Jaokman  W  T -S*""' Deacon 

Gillanders,  A.  H W>r  Warden       JSrwlr     'n^rrS 

l^^^'A..B Treasurer       Lindell.  A.  F. tT        , 

f'1«y.L.W Secretary       Bromie;.  J     i;„"    ^'''iS 

^'--'^■^ chapuin  Ashweu%eo.K:w;.:. :.:..":. !^^^^^^^ 

PAST  MASTERS. 

Reeyes.  C.  B. 


Campbell.  Jno.  A. 
CoUinson.  H.  H. 
Cruikshanks,  Alex  A. 
Dickson.  W.  H. 
UrisooU.  A. 


MASTER  MASONS. 

Johnston.  I. 
Mcitae  P.  R. 
Nelson,  A.M. 
Nowell,  Reuben 

DBMITTBD. 
Lnudy,  Q.  T. 


Rose,  Wm.  A. 
Sharpe,  T.  A. 
Tretheway,  A 
Wood,  W.  M. 


Atkinaon,  John  L. 


CNTBRBD  APPBBNTIOB  MASONS. 
MoBeath.  Donald  McOiUiyary,  Donald 


WI 


XVI 
niRIAn    E.ODOE,    IWo.    90. 

VEBNON,  B.  0. 


RAgnlar  Meetings  are  held  on  the  Tharaday  on  or  before  Foil  Moon  of  each 
Month  at  Masonic  Hall. 


OFFIOEB8. 


NorriB,  Leonard Worshipful  Master  Billings,  Fred Secretary 

Taylor,  R.  N Senior  Warden  Highman,  John,  P.  M Chaplain 

Simms,  Chas.  D Jnnior  Warden  Mair,  Alex Senior  Deacon 

Martin,  J.  M Treasarer  Cunningham,  Qeo Junior  Deacon 


Bamyeat.  J.  P. 


PAST  MA8TEB8. 

Venn,  A.  J. 


Megraw,  Ainsloy. 


Qermaine,  W.  L. 
Mcintosh,  H. 


Bf  AHTBB  MASONS. 

Poole,  Alfred 
PostiU,  W. 


Reinhard,  W. 
Short,  C.  A. 


DEKITTSD. 


Fierhiller,  Milton 


Baldwin,  W.C. 


»:,, 

i: 


rELLOW  OBAFT  HABONS. 

Cutler,  Ira 


l] 


8C8FSMDBD. 
Pettit  Fredk.  W. 


ST.    JOHN'S    LODUE,    No.    21, 


WELLINGTON,  B.  C. 
Regular  Meetings  ..eld  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month. 


v« 


OFFIOBBS. 

Stephenson,  David Worshipful  Master       Sharp,  Arch Junior  Deacon 

Hald,  William Senior  Warden       Hornby,  J Steward 

Mitchell,  Geo Junior  Warden       Hughes,  H Steward 

Matheson,  Murdock Treasurer       Wilson,  David Inner  Guard 

Hawes,  F.  W Secretary       Vance,  Jno Tyler 

Noroross,  J.E Senior  Deacon 


PAST  HABTBB8. 


Frame,  John,  (honorary  member) 


Stewart,  Wm. 


Armstrong,  S. 
Bailey,  Richard 
Bryden,  John  W. 


HA8TBB  MASONS. 

Ebeits,  D.  W. 
Edwards,  J.  D. 
Fisher,  Fred.  C. 


Frame,  J. 
Eraser,  T.  C. 
C^r.  R. 


1 

■ 

x  \  i  i 

ST.  JOHN'8  LODGE,  No.  2l.-Oontinutd. 

MAHTEii  MASONS -Continued. 

GilleHpio,  Ji>lin 

Mc'Kenzie,  Jhh.  A.                    8cott,  .J.  \l. 

Hai|{h,  John 

McLaaKlilin,  J.                         Hharp.  AU>x. 

Hainburuur,  McixeH 

.McLeu(i,  AnRiiH  W.                  Triti«H,  (ioo.  li. 

Hay,  It. 

McMillan.  Hoory                       Wannon.  N.  J. 

Hygti,  CieorKe  E. 

McVlnrtrie,  A.  J.                      WimmIIiouw,  N. 

Kilpatrick.  Wm.  U. 

Merman,  Emil  J.                       YuunR,  .'utia 

Mat  thewH.  John 

Patterson,  D. 

MuOae,  Juhn 

Uuinsby,  Jamos 

ENTKRBU  AI'PUKNTICU  HAHONH.                                       • 

Jeffries,  Joseph 

AC'ji€;iA    liUOUE    No.    22» 

MOUNT   1'LI;A8.\i\T,  VANCOUVKK,  I{.  <•• 

Itogular  Communications  are  held  on  the  First  Suturduy  of  each  month. 

OFFICEBB . 


Brydone>Jack,  W.  D..Wor»'hipfnl  Master 

btewart,  A.  C Senior  Warden 

iiickt<ra,  J.  W Junior  Warden 

Howser,  Frank TreHsurer 

Henderson,  H.  M Secretnry 

Clinton,  llev.  H.  <i.  F Chaplain 

Morris.  J.  M .Director  of  Ceremonies 


MichoU,  T.  Jr Senior  Deacon 

Jamieson,  G.  W Jnnior  Deacon 

Wells,  M.  It Steward 

Doiierty,  1.  W Stewunt 

Moorcroft,  Albert Inner (iunrd 

Hicks,  V Tyler 


Adams,  H.  ii. 
Armstrong,  A . 
Retliune,  Alexander 
('liristie,  F.  L. 
Corrigan,  F. 
DePencier,  Henry 
Duncanson,  Thomas 
Eligh,  William 


PAHTMA8TEBH. 

Yates,  C.  F. 

MAHTEK  MAHONH. 

Fotherson,  It.  D. 

(ioBse,  Mark 

Harris,  D. 

Hunter,  Itobert 

Johnson,  John 

Kay,  J.  B. 

Leonard,  (ieorge  ('layton 

Lillie,  Thomas 


Little.  Mark 
Micheil.T.  Sr. 
McKinnon,  D. 
Perry,  Henry  H. 
Saunders.  Charles 
Stretcli  Thomas  1>. 
Tidy,  Thomas 
Westcott.  W.  S. 


DRSUTTED. 


Clayton,  George  Leonard 


Gavin,  John  J. 


Hibbert,  John 
Morrow,  J.  W. 


ENTEUED  Al'PRENTIOB  MAHOMH. 

Griffiths.  Benjamin  Stirrett,  A.  C. 

MASTEU  MA80NH  UEOBAHBD. 

Suckling,  Henry  W. 


Cooper,  John . 
Uobsoo,  Wm. 


HUSrENDBD. 

Mansou,  Andrew 


McAllister,  John,  P.  M. 


.will 

NKL.SON     t.OUiiK    No.    83. 

NKLSON,  H.  r. 
Uegular  (.'ommuQicutium*  tli«  FiiKt  Wodnosdny  (<f  each  moatli. 

OFFIIJEHH. 


Turner,  John  A WorHliipful  MaHter 

Jtiwett,  W.  A Hcnior  Warden 

Arthur,  E.  (J Junior  Warden 

Holt.G.  V Treasurer 

Brown,  Edward  V •  Secretary 

Love,  Jbh.  H Director  of  ('ereraonies 


I'ollard,  W.  H Benior  Ueairon 

HodKins,  A.  K Junior  Dhhcoh 

Shaw,  8    P steward 

Irvine.  Fred MewnnI 

DriBcoll,  J.  J. Inner  (iimrd 

Spencer,  (i.  W Tyler 


Hamilton,  John 


Bell,  John 
Clark,  D. 
Dover,  Jacob 
Dundee,  Charles 
Johnstone,  (ieo. 


PAST  MA8TEB8 
MA8TEB  MASONS. 

Kirkpatrick,  John  A. 
Marks,  A.  J. 
Newton,  W.  N. 
Nolan,  J.  H. 
Preston,  Jno. 


Fletcher,  Frank 

Stanley,  O. 
Richardson,  dm).  W. 
Kobson.  (I.  U. 
Teetzeol,  W.  F. 
Waterman, C.  A. 


Taylor,  G,  N. 
Bobinson,  W.  P. 


DEHITTED 

McAnn,  C.  W. 


Fletcher,  A.  M. 


ENTERED  Al'VRENTICE  MASONS. 

Dewar,  Jno.  A.  Scully,  M 


UNITKD  SERVICE  L.«>D«E,  No.    84. 


E8QUIMALT,  B.  C. 


Ilegular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

OFFICEUS. 


Miiir,  A.  C Worshipful  Mauler 

Beatley,  J.  J Sinior  Warden 

(ieake,  H.  J Junior  Warden 

Perkins,  G.  C Treasurer 

Wailey,  F.  J Secretary 

Sharp,  Uev.  ( 'ato  Ensor ( Uiaplain 

Barber,    W Director  of  Ceremonies 

Tuck,  W Senior  Deacon 


Tyrrell,  J.  D Junior  Deacitii 

Bamcey,  A Steward 

Honner,  W.  H Steward 

Nokes,  Chas Inner  Guard 

HHUi«i>nd,  Chas Tyler 

Price.  B.  J UrKuuist 

Fox,  A.  E Asst.  Dir.  of  Ceiemonies 


PAST  MASTERS. 

Hickey,  Geo. 


Andrews,  J.,  H«)n. 
Brown.  A.S, 
Bainbridge,  K.  T. 
Berry,  H. 
(Conway,  Edward 


MASTER    MASONS. 

Fuller.   William 
Genner,  G.  W. 
(ioodwin,  Wm.  8. 
Hammond,  H.  E. 
lieu  wood,  1.  J. 


Mills,  W.  A. 
Olf«»rd,  R.  E. 
Paul  W.  B. 
Phillips.  G. 
PartinKton,  G . 


H. 


XIX 


UNirKD  BEItVICE  LODGE.  No.  ■iX.-Co,Ui„u,d. 


CollinKWMud,  H. 
Cloave,  K.  v. 
Day,  John  K. 
DoddridKO,  J .  W 
Downs.  T. 


Hlise.  VV.  H. 
OialmerH,  W.  F. 
EmptHKe,  A. 
Eade«.  P.  E. 
Fayrer,  Wm.  O. 
(ilen,  C'has. 
Gillies,  Wm.  A. 
Hughes,  J. 


M*.HTER  MASONH -Continued. 

Kayman.  W.  .J. 
Hammond,  M.  H. 
IsliiMter.  Ja«. 
LoKun.  lluKh 
Mil  i^an,  J. 


liEMirrEi) 

HopkinK.  A. 
Hoar.',  W  H, 
Lyno,  W. 
McKniKht,  D. 
McLellan,  A. 
Nye,  W.  H. 
Norton,  W-. 


Piper.  T. 
81ow,  WillA. 
Verral,  H.J. 
Wnite,  Jan.  W. 
Wimble,  T.  W. 


I'rice.  It. 
Scott,  Wm. 
Htroud,  J.  T. 
Smyth,  J, 
8imH.  G.  W. 
Hi^;K.•.     8.  V. 
William .,  J.  i». 


KASL.O  L.onuE:,   r.   u. 

KASLO,  n.  0. 
Regular  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  eacii  month. 


OFFICBBS. 


Green,  Robert  F. Worshipful  Master 

Byers,  Hamilton Senior  Warden 

Procunier.  C.  Aolt Junior  Warden 

Mcintosh,  Jno.  F Treasurer 

Chipman.  E.  E. ,  P.  M Secretary 


Strathearn,  Robt Senior  Deacon 

Goodonough.  Arthur  Wm..Junior  Deacon 

Fletcher,  Archibald  McL Steward 

Cameron,  H.  Alex Steward 

Wing,  S.  C Inner  Guard 


PAST  MAHTEB8. 


Henry,  John,  Jr. 


MacGregor,  Duncan  C. 


MASTEn  HAHONH. 


Becker,  Edward 
Caldwell,  Jno.  A. 
V,  imeron,  R.  R. 
English,  William 
Ewart,  Robert 
Geigerich,  Henry 


Deacon,  Jau.  A. 


Green,  Samuel 
HenderHon,  U.  fe. 
Jackson, Henry  P. 
Marshal),  A.  S. 
McAnn,  Chas.  W. 
MacDowpll.  H.  E. 

DEMITTED. 


FELLOW  GRAFT  MAHONH 
Wells,  E.  E 


MacMillan,  A.  J. 
MaiMillan  Danl.  E. 
McMillan,  Duncan 
S-ott,  A.  J. 
Wells,  Thomas  Calvin 
Yulll,  Robert  W. 


M&oKenzie,  A.  A 


ENTERED  APPRENTICE  MASONS. 

Barnfather,  W.  R.  King.  Grant 


ppff* 


(  u'i 


I       si 


XX 
CORINTHIAN  I.ODUl::,  U.O. 

K<)SSLANI»,    H.    ('. 
tioKuiur  MeetiiiKH  are  Itulil  on  tho  first  ThnrBclay  in  each  mouth. 

OFKICEBS. 

Haymer,  H.  J WorBhipful  Mimter       Mc  Dim  aid,  H.  (' Hepior  Deacon 

Taylor,  Geo.  N Senior  WSrden        FiHher,  J.  {' Junior  Deacon 

IUkoIow,  Jesse  A Junior  Warden        Kainmelmyor,  K Steward 

Kirkup.  Jno Treasurer       Thomas,  I Steward 

McKenzie,  N.  A Seeretary 

PAST  MASTEH8. 

Uaymer,  H.  J. 

MA8TER  HAHON8. 

Hell,  Jno.  Ho<lKe.  G,  C.  McKeller,  D. 

Blue,  Lewis  Martin,  Wm.  Moynahan.  J.  J. 

(Carver,  8.  May.  J.  F.  Shaw,  S  V. 

Dunn,  Wm.  NoniM  McCraney,  H.  Smitli,  A.  W. 

Forin,  J.  H. 

• 

FELLOW  CIIAFT  MASONS. 

Harris,  Wm.  J. 

ENTEUEU  APPBENIICE  MASO>S, 

Saunders,  E.  D.  lioiley,  E.  J. 


€IJIV1BCRI.AND  L.ODVI<:,    I  .  U. 


UNION,   I{.  C. 


lietfuiar  Meotiugs  are  held  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  mouth. 


OPFICEU8. 


Ferguson,  W.  H 

Sharp,  Kondrick 

McGregor,  Henry.., 
.Mitchell,  Matthew. 
McKiin,  James 


.Worshipful  Master 

Senior  Warden 

Junior  Warden 

Treasun^r 

Secretary 


Grant,  Alex Dir  of  Ceromonlus 

Irwin,  Thomas Senior  Deacon 

i^essford,  Uohort Junior  Deacon 

Reid,  James Inner  Guard 

Paulson,  John .  • Tyler 


r 


Olinton,  Geo.  W. 
McKira,  James 


Giddings,  -lohn  H. 
McFayden,  Neil 
Mit«}hell,  William 


PAST  H,\STBRH. 

Grant,  Alex. 

MASTER  MABOMR. 

Mounoe.  Lewis 
Stevunsun, David 


Abrams,  James 


Uoltortsom,  John 
Ilogors.  John 


RNTBUBU  APPRENTICE  MASONS. 

Edwards,  Uiohard  P. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


TO 

GRAND  LODGE. 

June,  189C. 
To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  d;  A.  M.,  lirUish  Colnmbia:- 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  fraternally  beg  to  sub- 
rait  their  fourth  annual  report.  j      a      o  u 

The  Proceedings  of  Sister  (irand  Lodges  have  been  carefully  re 

viewed  and  such  matter  as  we  considered  of  interest  to  the  Craft  in  our 

Jurisdiet.on  has  been  embodied  herein;  for  particulars  we  refer  you  to 
the  appendix.  ' 

No  documents  or  questions  have  been  submitted  to  us  bv  the  M  W 
Grand  Master,  and  in  consequence  we  have  no  special  reports  to  make. ' 

We  can  tind  nothing  that  will  justify  us  in  recommending  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Hayti. 

Fraternally, 

MARCUS  WOLFE,  P.  i\.  M. 

Chainnnn. 

w.  A.  Dewolfe  smith. 
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I^EPOt^T 


—ON— 


Poireign  CoPttespondetiee 


1896. 


Gfand  Iiodge  Ppoeeedings  ^evieuied. 

Alaijama    

.1895 

Maryland 

. . 1895 

A  RIZONA 

.1895 

Massachusetts  . . 

..1895 

Arkansas 

.1895 

Michigan 

. . 1896 

California 

.1895 

Minnesota 

. . 1895 

Canada  

.1895 

Mississippi 

..1895 

Colorado 

.1895 

South  Australia 

..1895 

CoNNECTK^UT 

.1896 

South  Carolina  . 

..1895 

Delaware 

.1895 

South  Dakota  .  . . 

..1895 

DiST.  OF  CoLUMIJIA . 

.1895 

Tennessee 

. . 1895 

England  

.1895 

Texas 

..1895 

Florida 

.1895 

Missouri 

. . 1895 

Geoikjia 

.  1894 

Montana 

. . 1895 

Idaho 

.  1895 

Nebraska 

. . 1896 

Illinois 

.1895 

Kevada 

. . 1895 

Indiana 

.  1895 

New  Brunswick. 

. . 1895 

Indian  Territory. 

.  1895 

New  Hampshire. 

. . 1895 

Ireland 

.1890 

New  Jersey  .... 

..1890 

Iowa 

.  1895 

New  Mexico.  . .  . 

.1895 

Kansas 

.  1890 

New  South  Wales.  1895 

Kentucky 

.  1895 

New  York  (included 

Louisiana 

.  1895 

in    our  report 

of 

Maine 

.1895 

1895)  

..1895 

Manvkhja  

.  1895 

New  Zealand.  . . 

..1895 

8 


North  Carolina.  .  .1896 
North  Dakota  ....  1895 

Nova  Scotia 1895 

Ohio 1895 

Oklahoma 1895 

Oregon 1895 

Pennsylvania 1895 

Prince  Edw'd  Isl'd.  1895 
Quebec 1895 


Rhode  Island 1895 

Utah 1896 

Vermont 1895 

Victoria 1895 

Virginia 1895 

Washington 1895 

West  Virginia  ....  1895 

w  iscon8in 1895 

W  YOMING 1895 


Without  permission,  but  with  many  thanks  to  Bro. 
Geo.  B.  Edwards,  F.  C.  writer  of  the  G.  L.  of  New  Jersey, 
we  have  take.i  the  liberty  of  reproducing  herewith  his 
reports  on  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria,  South  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  New  South  Wales  and  England.  The  Pro- 
ceedings of  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Minnesota  and  Oregon  not 
having  been  received  by  us,  and  to  make  our  Report  com- 
plete have  copied  (with  thanks)  reports  made  on  these  by 
Bro.  Edwards  (New  Jersey). 

MARCUS  WOLFE,  P.G.M.,  Chairman, 


jn<rr 


Date  of  Organization  and  Meeting  of  Grand  Lodges. 


•  ill 


Alnbama June  14,  1821 . . 

Arizona March  25,  1882. . . 

Arkansas February  22,  1832. . . 

British  Columbia. . . Dec.  26, 1871 . . . 

California April  18, 1850. . . 

Canada October  10, 1855 . . . 

Colorado Aug.  2, 1861 . . . 

Cuba  

Connecticut July  8, 1789, . . 

Dakota July  21,  1875... 

Delaware June  6,  1806. . . 

District  of  Columbia.Dec.il,  1810. . , 

England 

Florida July  5, 1830, . . 

Georgia Dec.  16,  1786. . . 

Idaho Dec  16,  1867... 

Illinois 1840... 

Indiana January  12,  1818. . . 

Indian  Territory  Oct  5,  1874 . . . 

Iowa January  8, 1844 . . . 

Ireland 

Kansas March  17, 1850. . . 

Kentucky October,  1800. . . 

Louisiana July,  1812 . . . 

Manitoba May  12, 1875 . . . 

Mnrylnnd 1783... 

Massachusetts 1783. . , 

Michigan  . . .  .September  14,  1844 . . , 

Minnesota February  28,  1853. . . 

Mississippi July  27,  1818. . , 

Missouri 1821 . . . 

Montana January  24, 1866. . 


.  First  Monday  in  December. 
.  Second  Tuesday  in  November. 
.Fourth  Tuesday  in  November. 
Third  Thursday  in  June. 
Second  Tuesday  in  October. 
,  Second  Wednesday  in  July. 
.  Third  Tuesday  in  September. 


Third  Wednesday  in  January. 
.  Second  Tuesday  in  June. 
.First  Wednesday  in  October. 
.Second  Wednesday  in  November. 
.  Quarterly. 

.Third  Tuesday  in  January. 
.  In  October. 

.  Second  Tuesday  in  September. 
.  First  Tuesday  in  October. 
.  Tues.  after  fourth  Monday  in  May. 
.  First  Tuesday  in  November. 
.  First  Tuesday  in  June. 
,  Quarterly. 

.Third  Wednesday  in  February. 
.Third  Tuesday  in  October. 
.Second  Monday  in  February. 
Second  Wednesday  in  February. 
.Third Tuesday  in  November. 
.  Second  Wednesday  in  December. 
.  Fourth  Tuesday  in  January. 
.  Second  Tuesday  in  January. 
Second  Wednesday  in  February. 
.Second  Tuesday  in  October. 
.  First  Wednesday  in  October. 


New  Branswick..  .October  9, 1867. 

Nebraska Sept.  23,  1857. 

Nevada January  16,  1 8G5 . 

New  Hampshire July  18,  1789. . 

New  Jersey Dec.  18, 178G. . 

New  Mexico Aug.  6,  1877 . , 

New  York Sept.  5, 1781. . 

New  South  Wales 

New  Zealand 1890. 

North  Carolina.. January  14,  1771. 

Nova  Scotia Feb.  20, 1866. . 

Oregon Aug  16,  1851 . . 

Ohio Jan.  7, 1808.. 

Pennsylvania June  20, 1764 . . 

P.  E.  Island June  24, 1875 . . 

Quebec Oct.  20, 1869. . 

Rhode  Island June  25,  1791 . . 

Scotland 

South  Carolina. . . .  March  24,  1787  . 

Tasmania 

Tennessee Oct.  14,  1813 . . 

Texas Dec.  20,  1837 . . 

Utah Tan.  16,1872.. 

Vermont Oct.  14, 1794. . 

Virginia May  6,  1777.. 

Victoria  (Australia) 

Washington Dec.  9,  1858 . . 

Wisconsin Deo.  18.  1843 . . 

Wye      ng Dec.  15,  1874.. 


.  .Fourth  Tuesday  in  April. 
.  .Tuos.  on  or  im.  preceding  June  24. 
. .  Second  Tuesdry  in  June. 
. .  Third  Wednesday  in  May. 
.  .Third  Wednesday  in  January. 
..Second  Tuesday  in  Pecember. 
.  .First  Tuesday  in  June. 
.  .Quarterly. 

.  .Third  Wednesday  in  June. 
. . .Second  Tuesday  in  January. 
.  .Second  Wednesday  in  June. 
.  Thirteenth  day  of  June. 
. .  Third  Tuesday  in  October. 
..Twenty-seventh  day  of  December 
.  .Twenty-fourth  day  of  June. 
.  .Fourth  Wednesday  in  Jiuiuary. 
.  .Third  Monday  in  May. 
. .  First  February,  anoually. 
. .  Second  Tuesday  in  December. 


. .  Last  Tuesday  in  January. 

..  Second  Tuesday  in  I>ecember. 

.  .Third  Tuesday  in  January. 

,  .Second  Wednesday  in  June. 

,  .Second  Monday  in  December. 

, .  Quarterly. 

.  .First  Wednesday  in  June. 

.  .Second  Tuesday  in  June. 

.  Second  Tuesday  in  November. 


I 


liil! 


Alabama. 

75tU  annual MONTGOMERY — 3l{D  DECEMBER,  1895. 


James  A.  Bilbro^  Deputy  Grand  Master  ^.presiding. 

\h    W.  Grand  Master,  George  P.  Harrison  was  at  his  post 
(glVj,      the  next  morning.     Our  representative  not  reported 
present.     The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand   was 
recognized  and  accorded  excliange  of  representatives. 

The  Grand  Master  was  pleased  to  report: — "  Everything 
Masonic  is  peaceful  and  prosperous;  we  are  growing  in 
numbers  and  in  good  works,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  moral 
standard  of  Masonry  is  being  elevated." 

Twenty-nine  decisions  are  record(?d,  which  appear  to  be 
in  harmony  with  local  laws.  I  find  one  of  interest  to  us,  as 
involving  a  new  point. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  of  all 
decisions  excepting  No.  25,  (in  which  exception  the  Grand 
Lodge  refused  to  concur).     • 

25.  Held,  that  a  Master  Mason  would  violate  his  obligation  in 
knowingly  having  illicit  intercourse  with  a  Master  Mason's  daughter, 
even  if  she  was  without  chastity,  and  an  attempt  to  do  so  would  be  a 
Masonic  offence." 

"  Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  on  questions  of  Masonic  Law, 
begs  leave  to  report : — 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  approve  of 
all  of  the  said  decisions,  except  the  twentyfifth,  in  which  it  is  held  that 
having  illicit  intercourse  with  a  Master  Mason's  daughter,  who  is  with- 
out chastity,  is  a  violation  of  the  Masonic  obligation. 

This  question  was  before  this  Grand  Lodge  some  years  ago,  and 
after  due  consideration,  it  whs  held  that  such  an  act,  while  it  might  be  a 
Masonic  offence,  was  not  a  violation  of  that  particular  portion  of  the 
obligation  referred  to. 

We  think  that  the  former  decision  is  correct,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  decision  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  this  respect  be 
disapproved.'' 


Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Bro.  P.  J.  Pillans,  P.G.M. 
does  not  include  our  proceedings,  which  had  not  evidently 
been  received  in  time. 

Geo.  p.  Harrison, 

Grand  Master,  (re-elected.) 

Henry  C.  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 
:o: 


Airizona 

14th    annual PRESCOTT 12tII    NOVEMBER,  1895. 


H 


M.  W.  R.  N.  Fredericks,  Grand  Master. 

HO  reported  :  "  The  prosperity  of  our  Lodjres  keep 
pace  with  that  of  the  territory."  No  decisions  re- 
ported. 

Foreign  Relations. 


Our  relationfl  with  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  have,  during  the  past 
year,  continued  to  be  pleasant  and  agreeable  ;  no  vexed  question  has 
confronted  us  and  no  foreip»  newspaper  reports  have  been  able  to  dis- 
turb the  even  tenor  of  our  u  ,iy. 

Returns   show  :  11  Lodges  with  503  members.     The 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported: — 

"  In  the  matter  submitted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  as  to 
'the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  care  for  its  own  members,'  your  committee 
recognizes  that  this,  which  to  our  Eastern  brethren  is  apparently  a  new 
idea,  is  an  established  custom  with  this  Grand  Lodge  and  its  constituent 
Lodges. 

We  believe  that  every  Mason  of  this  Jurisdiction  is  ready  to  expend 
every  cent  of  Lodge  or  Grand  Lodge  funds  to  aid  and  assist  our  members 
when  sickness  or  misfortune  overtakes  them,  and  in  doing  this  we  do  not 
lose  sight  of  nor  repudiate  the  paramount  duty  imposed  on  us  as  indi- 
viduals to  our  obligations,  but  stand  ready  to  extend  a  helping  1  "vad  to 
all  who  may  apply  and  whom  we  may  find  worthy.  That  our  position, 
however,  may  be  unequivocallv  understood,  we  recommend  the  adoption 
by  this  Grand  Lodf»e  of  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  for  itself  and  its  con- 
stituent  Lodges,  believes  that  it  is  the  dutv  of  each  Lodge  of  Masons  to 
take  care  of  its  own  members  and  their  widows  and  orplians  in  distress 
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wherever  they  may  be  ;  provu/nl,  that  the  Lod(;e  fumishinf?  relief  shall 
in  no  case  go  beyond  the  actual  ueeessarits  without  first  being  authorized 
to  do  go  by  the  Ijodge  from  which  re-payment  is  expected."    Adopted. 

No  report  on  eorrespondenct^. 

AuTKMis  L.  Grow, 

Gruml  Ma^tei\  Toml)rttoiie. 

(tKO.  J.  RoSKUrt^E, 

Grand  Serrttafi/,  Tucson. 
IStli  Annual,  Tucson,  lOth  November,  181)0. 

:o: 


Airkansas. 

50t1I    annual LITTLE    KOCK 11>TII    NOVEMIJEK,    18U5. 


© 


j\f.  W.3f.  /\  n>('hiiio)u1,  Gmnd  MaMcr. 

UR  Representative  not  present.  The  (x.  M.  in  tlie 
course  of  his  address  made  these  very  tliaely  re- 
marks :  — 


"  The  year  through  which  we  have  just  passed  hjis  been  one  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  and  financial  prostration  throughout  the  entire 
land,  and  especially  in  our  own  loved  State,  and  Masonry,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  has  felt  the  full  force  of  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs.  But,  my 
brethren,  I  fear  this  condition  of  public  atTairs  is  not  alone  to  blame  for 
the  state  of  apathy  and  loss  of  interest  in  Masonry,  almost  everywhere 
apparent,  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  There  are  other  fore  »8, 
far  more  potential  for  harm,  that  are  surely  and  rapidly  sapping  its 
foundations. 

The  ballot  box  is  not  guarded  now  with  the  same  jealous  care  that 
it  was  in  the  days  of  our  fathers.  We  are  entirely  too  anxious  to 
increase  our  numbers,  and  are  not  careful  enough  as  to  the  kind  of 
material  that  is  taken  from  the  quarries,  and,  as  a  legitimate  result, 
great  numbers  of  men  are  finding  their  way  into  our  Lodges  who  have 
no  sympathy  with  the  objects,  teachings  and  principles  of  Masonry;  are 
being  made  Masons  in  name  only;  at  once  become  drones  in  the  Masonic 
Live,  and  by  their  conduct  and  .utter  disregard  of  the  tenets  of  our  order 
bring  reproach  and  disgrace  upon  the  craft. 

There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  Masonry  when  a  Mason's  word 
was,  by  his  brother  Mason,  accepted  with  unquestioned  faith,  and  a  very 
appropriate  'side  degree'  illustrative  of  that  faith,  called  'The 
Master's  Reliance,'  was  often  conferred,  but  its  ancient  significance 
and  interest  have,  in  a  great  measure,  departed,  and  it  is  now  but 
seldom  that  we  find  it  used.  There  was  also  a  time  when  Masons  never 
spoke  evil  of  a  brother  Mason,  but  upheld  him  in  his  fallen  fortune. 

Save  him  good  counsel  and  failed  not  to  warn  him  of  approaching 
anger.    But,  alas  !  that  time  has  passed  ;  that  custom  is  no  longer  the 
rale,  but  is  fast  becoming  the  exception,  and  the  ties  that  once  bound  us 
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together  as  a  band  of  brothers,  '  among  whom  no  contentions  shonld 
ever  exist,  save  that  i  oble  contention,  or  rather,  emulation,  who  can 
best  work  and  best  agree,'  have  become  so  weakened  by  constant  in- 
fraction as  to  amount  to  but  little  more  than  the  fading  shadow  of  a 
departed  substance,  until  we  are  fast  losing  all  faith  in  the  promises, 
protestations  and  vows  of  our  fellow-men.  and  are  almost  ready  to 
adopt  the  sentiment  uttered  by  poor  Hagley  when  he  found  himself 
reduced  suddenly  from  affluence  to  poverty,  and  in  his  hour  of  direst 
need,  deserted  by  those  iu  whose  promises  of  such  assistance  as  woald 
have  averted  his  calamity,  he  bad  placed  unbounded  confidence. 
Bagley  wrote : — 

'  Write  on  the  sands  when  the  tide  is  low, 
Heok  the  spot  where  the  waters  flow; 
Whisner  a  name  when  the  atorm  is  heard— 
Pause  that  echo  may  breathe  the  word. 
If  what  you  wrote  on  the  sands  should  last, 
And  echo  is  heard  Vmid  the  tempest  blast, 
Then  believe,  and  not  till  then. 
That  there  is  truth  in  the  vows  of  men. 

Throw  a  rose  on  the  stream  at  morn  ; 
Watcli  at  eve  for  the  flower's  return  ; 
Drop  in  the  ocean  a  golden  Krain, 
Hope  'twill  shine  on  the  shore  again— 
If  the  rose  you  again  behold 
If  you  gaze  on  your  grain  of  gold, 
Tlien  believe,  and  not  till  then. 
That  there  is  truth  in  the  vows  of  men,' 

My  brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  We  must  arouse 
from  our  apathy,  guard  well  our  outer  door,  and  return  to  the  ancient 
landmarks  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  or,  failing  in  this,  the  disastrous 
consequences  are  not  only  apparent,  but  are  appallingly  imminent. 
'Ichabod'  will  be  inscribed  upon  our  altars  and  Freemasonry  will 
become  but  as  '  a  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling  cymbal.' " 

The  following  are  from  reported  decisions  : — 

7.  Question.  Has  a  visiting  brother  the  right  to  demand  to  see  the 
Charter  of  the  Lodge  visited  before  he  submits  to  examination  ? 

Answer.  He  may,  doubtless,  demand  to  see  the  Charter,  but  such 
demand  would  be  in  bad  taste,  and  the  Lodge  would  be  under  no 
obligation  to  comply  therewith,  and  should  refuse  to  do  so. 

11.  Question.  Does  the  fact  that  a  Master  Mason  who  is  not  in 
good  standing  in  his  Lodge  exclude  his  daughter's  chastity  from  Masonic 
protection,  the  fnther  being  an  expelled  Mjison  ? 

Answer.  It  does  not.  While  expulsion  deprives  a  brother  of  all 
his  rights  nnd  privileges  ns  a  Master  Mason,  it  does  not,  therefore,  ab- 
solve the  brethren  from  their  obligation,  and  the  brother  who  violates 
the  chastity  of  an  expelled  brother's  daughter,  knowing  her  to  be  such, 
is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  obligation,  and  upon  proper  proof  of  such 
offence,  should  be  expelled  from  his  Lodge." 

G.  M.  Riclnnond  concludes  his  very  able  address  with 
these  beautiful  words  : 

"  At  nightfall  the  traveller,  lost  among  the  mountainn,  climbs  to 
some  loftv  eminence,  and,  scanning  the  sparkling  hosts  of  the  heavens 
until  he  finds  the  eternal  compass  of  the  Pole,  he  fixes  his  landmarks, 
lies  down  to  sleep,  and  on  the  morrow  takes  his  way  and  walks  in  it  to 
home  and  friends.    As  that  polar  lamp  hangs  forever  in  the  region  of 
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frozen-hearted  storms,  so  let  your  beams  of  benevolence  and  mercy 
shine  brightest  in  the  Arctic  solitudes  of  suffering;  and  of  pjoverty. 
When  the  Son  of  God  spake  comfort  to  the  widow  of  Nain,  and  light  to 
the  man  blind  from  his  birth,  all  that  was  human  of  Him  rose  nearer  to 
Divinity,  than  when  He  scourged  the  misers  from  the  temple  of  God,  or 
pointed  the  electric  finger  of  destroying  prophecy  to  the  golden  splen- 
dors and  national  glory  of  the  Jewish  people.  Let  us  continually  bear 
in  mind  the  solemn  lesson  taught  us  as  Master  Masons  ;  the  philosophy 
of  death,  the  decay  of  our  bodies  ;  the  entombment  in  the  coffin  and  the 
grave,  which  warns  us  to  make  haste  to  do  oar  whole  duty  as  men  ;  that 
man  cannot  stand  idle  all  the  day  long,  but  must  exercise  his  powers 
mentally  and  physically  for  the  welfare  of  society,  and,  as  the  industri- 
ous bee,  he  must  lay  up  in  store  for  the  days  of  winter,  or  that  chilling 
hour  may  find  him  under  the  hand  of  disease,  in  penury  and  want. 

Human  misery  and  oppression  are  upon  all  sides  of  us,  and  good 
men,  with  great,  warm  hearts  and  strong  hands,  are  wanted  to  right  up 
humanity  and  start  it  upon  the  highway  thrown  up  by  the  Lord  for  the 
human  family  to  walk  upon,  and  all  Masons  who  fill  the  measure  and 
comply  with  the  teachings  and  with  the  spirit  of  Freemasonry,  are  ever 
found  walking  upon  that  way." 

Report  on  Correspondence  includes  B.  C.  for  1894,  and 
was  prepared  by  Bro.  Sam  II.  Davison. 

M.  W.  A.  G.  Washburn, 

Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Fay  Hempstead, 

Grand  Secretary. 

57th  Annual,  Little  Rock,  17tli  November,  1896. 
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Califoirnia 

A  Special  Communication  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  September  7th,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  perform- 
ing the  last  and  saddest  of  Masonic  rites,  for  the  late 
M.  W.  Wm.  C.  Belcher,  P.  G.  M.  of  this  jurisdiction. 

Grand  Orator  Eugene  N.  Deuprey  closed  his  eloquent 
eulogy  in  this  manner: — 

"  Where  his  services  were  best  known  was  upon  the  Committee  of 
Jurisprudence  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  tbis  jurisdiction,  and  for  a  period 
of  over  tweuty-eight  years,  he  held  the  responsible  position  of  Chairman 
of  that  most  responsible  of  committees. 

His  was  a  disposition  for  work,  untiring,  unceasing.    His  researches 

n  the  line  of  his  profession  were  not  sufficient  for  him,  but  he  loved  good 

books,  and  would  rather  be  seated  with  a  friend  of  like  literary  tastes 
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and  discuBB  the  character  and  merits  of  literary  works  than  probably 
any  other  pleasure  that  could  be  given  to  him.  He  was  untiring  in  his 
endeavors  for  those  who  entrusted  their  interests  to  him,  until  it  came 
at  last  that  he  was  weary,  and  his  last  words  were,  as  they  have  been 
communicated  to  us:  "  Oh,  if  I  could  get  into  a  quiet  corner  and  rest, 
and  never  have  to  try  a  case  again."  In  these  many,  many  years  of  his 
unceasing  labors,  he  felt  that  there  was  a  lime  when  he  was  deserving  of 
rest.  Kest  has  come,  not  as  we  would  have  it,  but  as  the  Great  Architect 
of  the  Universe  has  decreed,  and  we,  the  brethren  of  the  Craft,  can  now 
only  in  the  agony  of  our  spirit  and  in  the  distress  of  our  grief  exclaim, 
'Farewell!'" 

:o: 

46th  annual, — SAN  FRANCISCO, — 8tii  octohkk,  1895. 
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M.  W.  James  B.  Stevens,  Grand  Master. 
'ri/HO  was  pleased  to  report: — 


"  It  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  within  our  jurisdiction 
during  the  year  just  closed,  and  that  peace  and  harmony  everywhere 
prevail. 

There  have  been  2,522  degrees  conferred,  and  we  have  made  a  net 
gain  in  membership  of  391." 

Referring  to  the  death  of  P.G.M.  Belcher,  he  said: — 

"For  thirty-five  years  he  was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California.    Duriog  all  the  years  of  his  Masonic  life,  he  gave  it 

{)atient,  faithful  and  untiring  service;  it  was,  in  every  sense,  a  labor  of 
ove — an  individual  i'^terest  and  solicitude  for  Masonry. 

For  three  years  he  was  Grand  Master,  and  for  twenty-eight  years 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence.  In  this  capacity  he  did 
his  best  and  most  successful  work.  To  be  convinced  of  this,  you  have 
but  to  take  the  annual  reports  and  see  the  evidence  of  his  superior  skill. 
He  was  the  most  thoughtful  and  considerate  man  for  the  feelings  of 
others  that  I  have  ever  known.  Whenever  he  made  a  ruling  on  a  point 
of  Masonic  law,  those  who  may  have  differed  with  him  well  knew  that  he 
had  but  one  grand  object  in  view,  that  of  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  the  Order  he  loved;  and  when  he  {"bund  occassion  to  diflfer  with  a 
Grand  Master  upon  some  decision,  he  has  been  known,  time  and  again, 
to  seek  a  private  interview,  that  he  might  explain  the  reason  of  the  ad- 
verse opinion  he  entertained.  The  kind  and  paternal  interest  he  man- 
ifested on  such  occasions  was  most  touct  ing.  The^tender  regard  for  the 
opinion  of  his  fellow-members' on  the  committee  of  which  he  was  so  long 
chairman  was  likewise  remarkable.  While  all  were  ever  ready  to  defer 
to  his  wisd3m,  his  experieuce  and  bis  superior  judgrnent,  he  never 
seemed  conscious  of  it,  and  was  never  too  much  hurried  to  patiently 
consider  and  give  due  weight  to  the  suggestions  of  his  confreres.  No 
one  was  more  courteous  or  polite  in  debate,  always  yielding  to  his  oppo- 
nent as  much  as  he  asked  for  himself;  and  though,  after  due  deliberation 
his  views  and  principles  were  unchangeable,  he  never  misrepresented 
nor  wronged  those  who  difiered  with  him." 
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The  G.  M.  reporte<l  :  "  Onr  relations  with  otlier  Granrl 
Lodges  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence  continue  to  be 
of  a  hiost  fraternal  nature." 

Returns,  31st  July,  1895,  show  2G1  Lodges  with  17,431 
members . 

But  few  rulings  are  recorded.  I  do  not  quite  compre- 
hend this  one 

"  The  following  case  was  referred  to  me  by  the  Master  of  Athens 
Lodge,  No.  228  :— 

At  the  annual  election  for  officers  votes  were  cast  by  members  who 
were  in  arrears  for  dues,  the  votes  were  canvassed  and  the  officers  de- 
clared elected.  Prior  to  the  next  stated  meeting  a  brother  insists  that 
the  Master  declare  the  election  illegal. 

I  decided  that  the  election  must  stand.  Whi'e  it  is  true  that  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  2,  Article  IX,  of  the  Uniform  Code  of  By-Laws 
of  Lodges,  delinquents  should  not  be  permitted  to  vote,  in  this  case 
delinquents  having  been  permitted  to  do  so  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
justify  the  Master  in  declaring  the  election  illegal." 

whicli  appears  a  clear  violation  of  •  the  Lodge  By-Laws. 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  dealing  with  this,  reported, 
(which  was  adopted) — 

"  At  the  annual  election  for  officers  in  Athens  Lodge,  No.  228,  votes 
were  cast  by  members  who  were  in  arrears  for  dues,  the  votes  were  can- 
vassed and  the  Master  declared  the  officers  elected.  Prior  to  the  next 
stated  meeting  a  brother  insisted  that  the  Master  should  declare  the 
election  illegal. 

The  Grand  Master  decided  the  election  must  stand.  In  rendering 
his  decision  the  Grand  Master  made  use  of  the  following  language : 
'  While  it  is  true  under  the  provisions  of  Section  2,  Article  IX,  of  the 
Uniform  Code  of  By-Laws  of  Lodges,  delinquents  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  vote,  in  this  case  delinquents  having  been  permitted  to  do  so 
would  not  justify  the  Master  in  declaring  the  election  illegal.' 

In  this  connection,  at  least  referring  to  the  same  subject,  Woodland 
Lodge,  No.  166,  states,  that '  previous  to  voting  the  Master  announced 
that  brethren  in  arrears  for  dues  were  not  entitled  to  vote.'  There  were 
twenty-six  votes  cast  and  only  twenty-two  brethren  present  who  had 
paid  tlieir  dues.  In  view  of  these  facts  the  questions  are  asked  :  Was  the 
election  legal  ?    Has  the  Lodge  a  right  to  install  the  officers  so  elected  ? 

In  both  oases  the  Grand  Master  decided  that  the  election  must 
stand.    Which  determination  we  think  was  correct. 

It  is  true  that  no  brother  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues,  is  entitled  to 
vote,  yet  we  are  of  the  opinion  that,  in  permitting  those  who  are  in 
arrears  to  vote,  the  responsibility  rests  upon  the  Master  solely,  and  his 
irregularity  should  not  vitiate  the  election.  We,  however,  look  upon  it 
as  a  duty,  for  the  benefit  of  Lodges,  to  say  to  all  Masters  that  they 
should  not  permit  a  brother  to  participate  in  on  annual  election  unless 
he  is  clear  of  the  books. " 
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Report  on  Correspondence  i»  by  Bro.  Wm.  A.  Davies, 
who  adds  another  valuable  contribution  to  the  records  of 
California  Masonry.  He  is  a  forcible  writer,  but  all  in  a 
fraternal,  polite  manner.  British  Columbia  lor  1895  has 
more  than  favorable  review  and  comment. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  on  the  Grand 
Representative  system: 

'*  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  our  brethern  of  Kentucky  and 
Wyoming  that  we  have  experienced  no  'trouble'  or  'vexation'  by 
adopting  the  Grand  Representative  system  ;  but,  upon  the  contrary, 
our  intercourse  with  the  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Bodies  has 
been  of  the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  character.  Yet  we  do  not  believe 
that  the  system  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  comity  existing  between 
the  Grand  Lodges.  Still  we  like  the  system  and  would  regret  to  see  it 
abolished. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  commissions  accrediting 
Representatives  from  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Wyoming,  by  their  request,  be  withdrawn."    Concurred  in. 

Recognition  andexchan^eof  Representatives  from  United 
Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  were  witldield  until  further  par- 
ticulars ^vere  furnished. 

The  ^  ''olume  of  California's  proceedings  is  a  formidable 
one  (500  pp-».)  and  one  can  hardly  do  it  justice  in  a  cnrt^ory 
review.  There  are  some  eminent  Masonic  scholars,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  various  Reports  of  Committees,  Orations, 
Eulogies,  and  general  supervision  of  the  Craft. 

Edward  M.  Preston, 

Grand  Master^  Nevada  City. 

Georgp:  Johnson, 

Grand  Secretary^  San  Francisco. 

47th  Annual,  13tli  October,  1895. 
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40th    annual — TORONTO YtlW    .lULV,    1895. 
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M.  W.  Bro.  W.  R.  White,  Q.  C.  on  the  Throne. 

V\i  Representative  R.  AV.  Bro.  John  Creasor,  Q.  C.  was 
present.     The  Gi'and  Master  was  pleased  to  say  : 
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"  The  year  has  been  marked  by  no  Masonic  event  of  importance.  T 
have  not  been  called  upon  to  decide  any  questioBS  of  great  moment. 
Onr  relations  with  other  Qrand  Lodges  have  been  most  cordial,  and, 
within  our  own  jurisdictior.  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  scarcely  a 
ripple  of  discord  has  disturbed  that  peace  and  harmony,  which  seem  to 
have  become  the  normal  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  I  am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  pay  that  the  record  for  this  year  as  set  out  in  the  reports  of 
the  D.  D.  G.  M's.  of  the  diflferent  districts  shows  an  ever  increasing  inter- 
est in  the  work  and  a  healthy  condition  generally  existing  among  the 
private  lodges. " 

•'  The  subject  which  I  found  the  most  trouble  in  dealing  with  was 
the  question  of  physical  qualifications.  In  all  such  cases  I  felt  con- 
strained to  leave  the  matter  to  the  W.  M.  or  D.  D.  G.  M.,  who  could 
personally  see  whether  the  candidate  could  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  constitution  or  not.  I  regret  very  much  that  my  views  on 
the  subject  differ  slightly  from  those  expressed  by  some  former  Grand 
Masters.  I  f  nvor  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  constitution  rather  than 
a  strict  one.  I  think,  if  a  candidate  possesses  the  necessary  mental  and 
moral  qualifications,  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  if  he  should  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  benefits  of  Masonry  because  he  has  some  slight  physical  defect 
which  prevents  him  from  absolutely,  and  in  the  most  perfect  manner, 
complying  with  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  work  of  Grand  Lodge.  " 

The  following  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  that  has  come 
under  our  notice  and  is  worth  reproducing  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

K.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  Gibson,  on  behalf  of  the  Board,  presented  and  read 
the  following 

REPORT : 

The  Board  begs  to  report  as  follows  : 

A  question  was  referred  to  the  Board  arising  out  of  the  objection  of 
a  cert.. In  candidate,  on  his  initiation,  to  yield  to  the  prescribed  method 
of  administering  the  obligation,  he  contending  that  an  affirmation  on 
his  part  should  take  the  place  of  our  particular  form  and  phraseology, 
and  refusing  to  seal  the  obligation  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  Board  recognizes  that  while  Masonry  respects  the  conseientions 
beliefs  of  all  creeds,  and  condemns  no  man  for  or  on  account  of  his  par- 
ticular religious  opinions,  it  constrairs  none  to  accept  its  tenets  or  teach- 
ings, and  the  Board  considers  the  refusal  of  a  candidate  to  confortn  to  any 
of  onr  usages,  even  though  he  may  fancy  in  but  one  of  the  minor  details, 
as  miich  an  objection  to  his  reception  as  though  he  declined  to  accede  to 
any  other  of  tlie  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  as  the  candidate  in  this  case 
refused  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  our  ritual  the  Board  recom- 
mends that,  the  W.  M.  having  honestly  erred  in  proceeding  with  the 
initiation,  no  further  degrees  be  conferred  on  this  candidate  unless  he 
brings  his  opinions  into  harmony  with  the  Masonic  view  of  the  questions 
in  difference,  and  in  this  recommendation  we  follow  the  ruling  of  the  M. 
W.  the  Grand  Master  in  a  similar  case  in  1886. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

J.  0.  HEQLER, 

Chninnnn  of  SubConmuti^^  on  Jurisprudence. 

Returns  show  22,805  members,  31st  May,  1895. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  iransacts  a  vast  amount  of  work  at 
its  Communications  and  everything  is  done  with  the  great- 
est precision.  The  reports  of  the  District  Deputies  alono 
would  make  a  nice  little  v^olume  ;  they  show  interest 
manifested  and  watchful  supervision  over  their  respective 
districts.  ^ 

Report  on  Corresponde^ice  is  as  usual  by  Henry  Robert- 
son, P.  G.  M.,  who  ranks  as  an  able  reviev>er  and  Masonic 
scholar.     His  reports  are  always  a  v^aluable  contribution. 

British  Columbia  for  1894  is  incUided. 

M.  W.  Bro.  R.  W.  White,  (re-elected,) 

OvcMid  Master.  Pembroke. 
R.  W.  J.  J.  Mason, 

Grand  Secretary,  Hamilton. 
4l8t  Annual,  Belleville,  15th  July  1896. 


:o:- 


Colorrado 

SStii  annual — DENVER — 17th  septemher,  1805. 


Win.  L.  Bush,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
IS  opening  remarks  were  : 

"  As  we  look  back  over  the  thirty-five  years  of  our  existence 
C5/  as  a  'Jrand  LocIk©  we  have  every  reason  to  feel  proud  of  what 

has  been  accomplished.  Masonry  has  grown  with  the  State, 
Organized  in  August,  1861,  by  three  liodges,  with  a  membership  of  sixty- 
seven,  there  are  at  this  time  eighty-seven  chartered  and  working  Lodges, 
with  a  membership  ot  nearly  7000.  We  can  hardly  realize  that  it  is  but 
little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  since  bands  of  hostile  Indians 
were  camped  within  a  few  miles  of  this  city  that  stands  to-day  as  the 
'  Queen  City  of  the  Plains."  As  late  as  1868,  Grand  Master  Teller,  in 
his  annual  address,  expressed  a  regret  that  he  was  unable  to  visit  the 
Lodges  at  Pueblo  imd  Canon  City,  then  under  dispensation,  on  account 
of  Indian  depredations,  making  it  unsafe  to  travel.  There  are  at  this 
time  three  lines  of  railwav  between  Denver  and  Pueblo,  with  the  hills 
and  valleys  dotted  with  pleasant  farms  and  prosperous  towns  and  vil- 
liages.  My  brethren,  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  short  space  of 
thirty  years,  and  with  the  many  and  varied  resources  of  our  State  we  can 
expect  a  prosperous  future  both  for  Masonry  and  our  commonwealth. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  can  report  to  you  that,  with  a  few  except- 
ions, i)eaceand  harmony  have  prevailed  in  the  Lodges  of  the  jurisdiction 
during  the  past  year.    There  ha^'e  been  one  or  two  oases  where  disturb- 
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aDces  have  arisen,  but  these  have  been  pmicably  adjusted  and  that 
friendly  and  brotherly  feeling  which  should  always  exist  among  Masons 
has  been  restored. 

Our  relations  with  ot?  or  grand  jurisdictions  are  now,  and  have  been, 
during  the  year,  of  the  most  friendly  and  fraternal  nature.  While  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  has  in  some  instances  caused  trouble 
between  Grand  Lodges,  we  have  thus  far  escaped  a  controversy  of  this 
kind.  From  the  report  of  Grand  Masters,  I  glean  that  throughout  the 
United  States  Masonry  is  prosperous,  and  despite  the  financial  depres- 
sion the  Fraternity  has  made  substantial  progress." 

From  tlie  eleven  decisions  (mainly  local  law)  I  note  the 
following  and  (j[uite  a^ree  with  the  Grand  Master's  reference  : 

DECISION  NO.  4. 

"  Question.  Can  an  Entered  Apprentice  who  has  lost  his  right  hand 
at  the  wrist  in  a  railroad  wreck  receive  the  remaining  degrees  ? 

Answer.    No.    See  Grand  Lodge  By-Law  No.  74. 

Referring  to  decision  No.  4,  which  was  made  to  conform  to  Grand 
Lodge  By-Law,  No.  74, 1  do  not  believe  it  right  or  just.  The  By-Law 
provides  that  no  Lodge  shall  confer  any  degree  upon  a  candidate  unless 
he  be  a  perfect  man,  etc.  Requiring  a  candidate  for  initiation  to  be  a 
perfect  man  physicially  is  right,  in  my  opinion,  but  when  a  c>indidate 
lias  received  one  or  more  degrees,  and  through  no  fault  of  his  is  maimed 
by  an  accident,  there  should  be  no  law  to  prevent  his  going  on  and  re 
ceiviug  full  light  in  Masonry.  The  Lodge  should  be  allowed  to  carry 
out  its  part  of  the  contract.  I  would  recommend  the  modification  of 
By-Law  No.  74.  so  that  it  can  be  done. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  BY-L.AWS. 

Bro.  Theodore  H.  Thomas  (86)  offered  the  following,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  : 

Rcsolred,  That  Grand  Lodge  By-Law  No.  74  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows  : 

No.  74.  No  Lodge  shall  confer  any  degree  upon  a  candidate  unless 
he  be  a  perfect  man,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body  that  may  ren- 
der him  incapable  of  learning  the  art  and  becoming  perfo»\,  in  the  work. 
But  when  the  candidate  has  taken  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree,  he 
shall  not  be  denied  tlie  privilege  of  advancing  bv  reason  of  any  accident 
or  misfortune  that  may  have  happened  him  after  the  conferring  of  such 
Entered  Apprentice  Degree  ;  Provided,  he  possesses  all  other  essential 
qualifications." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following 
which  was  adopted. 

'*  That  decision  No.  4  be  approved.  In  considering  this  decision,  we 
may  also  take  in  connection  therewith  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
MHster  bearing  upon  tbis  subject  and  the  proposed  unendment  to  By- 
Law  No.  74,  presented  by  Brother  Theodore  H.  Thomas.  Vonr  com- 
mittee does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  receding  from  the  position 
taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge  regarding  the  physical  qualifications  of  can- 
didates, as  enunciated  in  By-Law  No.  74,  but  we  agree  with  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  that  after  V.o  candidate  has  received  one  or  more  degrees 
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he  should  not  be  denied  the  privilege  of  advancement  because  he  may 
have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  accidentally  lost  one  of  his  members 
which  has  not  impaired  his  faculties,  and  we  recommend  that  By-Law 
No.  74  by  striking  out  the  word  'any'  in  the  first  line  thereof,  and  insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '  the  Entered  Apprentice.'  " 

The  Grand  Master  has  this  to  say  on     i 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

"  The  question  of  Grand  Representatives  is  one  that  is  causing  much 
discussion  at  the  present  time.  Grand  Masters  and  Committees  on  Cor- 
respondence are  each  airing  their  views  on  the  subject.  The  jurisdictions 
of  Iowa,  Pennsylvania,  Oklahoma  Territory,  Tennessee,  Washington, 
Kentucky  and  Wyoming  have  abolished  the  system  as  being  useless. 
One  Grand  Master  goes  so  far  a«  to  express  his  'contempt'  for  the  whole 
system.  If  the  Grand  Representatives  would  take  the  trouble  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Graud  Master  of  the  jurisdiction  which  they  represent,  at 
the  close  of  each  Grand  Lodge  tession.  the  object  for  which  they  were 
appointed,  viz:  '  to  cultivate  a  more  intimate  and  fraternal  correspond- 
ence and  strengthen  the  ties  of  brotherly  affection,'  would  be  more 
nearly  attained.  I  have  not  received  a  single  report  from  our  Grand 
Representatives  near  other  Grand  Lodges  during  the  year.  If  we 
depended  upon  the  Representatives  themselves  for  knowledge  of  their 
existence,  we  would  never  know  that  we  had  such  an  officer.  That  the 
system  is  not  a  success,  I  believe  is  more  the  fault  of  the  Representa- 
tives than  the  system." 

We  must  coi  plinient  Bro.  Alplionse  A.  Burnand  on  his 
masterly  oration,  "  A  Mason's  Duty." 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  L.  N.  Greenleaf. 
He  is  an  ahle  Masonic  scholar  and  writer,  presenting  a 
review  that  is  not  only  very  interesting  hut  most  instructive. 
It  occupies  305  pages,  making  a  valuable  volume  for  any 
Grand  Lodge  Library.  British  Columbia  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  received  in  time. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  volume  of  Colorado's  proceed- 
ings is  "good  "  from  start  to  finish,  contains  a  vast  amount 
of  useful,  practical  information  to  the  Fraternity  not  only  at 
home  but  abroad. 

It  is  always  a  welcome  visitor. 

Wm.     1).    PiKRCK, 

Grand  M((Hti't\  Denver. 

Ed.  C.   Baumki.kk, 

Graiul  Stcrefari/,  Dt^nvor. 

30th  Annual,  Denver,  15th  September,  1890. 
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Connecticut 

lOSrir  ANNUAL HARTFORD 15tII  JANUARY,   1896. 


M.  W.  Henry  0    Warner,  Grand  Master. 

©IIR  Itepresentative,  Bro.  N^.  G.  Hinckley,  present. 
The    Grand    Master's    address    is    an  account  of   liis 
official  acts.     No  decisions  are  reported. 

At  the  Emergent  Conmiunication,  held  at  Wallingford, 
25th  Septeni])er,  1895,  the  Masonic  home  was  dedicated 
with  imposing  and  appropriate  exercises. 

lleport  on  Correspondence  is  by  ]3ro.  John  H.  Harlow, 
Grand  Secretary,  being  his  second,  which  stamps  him  an 
aide  reviewer  and  scholar.  His  argument  is  to  the  point, 
but  couched  in  fraternal  and  courteous  language. 

British  Columbia  for  1895  occupies  three  pages.  We 
apologize  to  Bro.  Hinckley  for  reporting  him  "not  present  " 
last  year,  and  glad  to  know  he  seldom  "  misses.'"' 

lieturns.  111  Lodges,  1(),632  Master  Masons. 

M.   W.  Jamks  II.  Welsh, 

Grand  Master,  Danbury. 

M.   W.  John  U.  Barlow, 

Grand  Secretary,  Hartford 

109th  Convention,  New  Haven,  20th  January,  1897. 


:o:- 


Delauiaire 

89th    annua  I-       \VILlMlN(iT<)N OCTOBER,    1895. 
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M.   W.   Vh'(/ln'uis  V.  I/an'isan,  Grand  Master. 

II U   Kepreseiitutive  not  recorded  j)resent. 

The    ( I  rand     Master    expressed     his    views    on    the 
appointment  of  several  Grand  ivepresentatives. 


19 


|o 


"I  have  followed  this  course  because  the  precedent  was  established, 
and  not  because  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  system.  Had  I  consulted 
my  own  feelings  in  the  matter,  I  should  have  made  no  appointments 
nor  acknowledged  any  from  other  jurisdictions. 

The  system,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  of  no  practical  value,  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  adding  to  the  labours  of  the  secretaries  and  to  the 
expe  ^se  of  Grand  Lodges  without  a  corresponding  return. 

In  all  my  experience  I  have  not  known  a  Representative  to  perform 
any  duty,  and  indeed  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  duty  imposed 
upon  them,  therefore,  to  my  mind,  the  system  seems  to  have  no  excuse 
for  existence. 

But  as  I  did  not  by  my  own  act  wish  to  deprive  my  successor  of  any 
pleasure  that  might  be  derived  from  catering  to  the  vanity  of  some 
brother  by  appointing  him  to  one  of  these  positions  of  empty  honour,  I 
leave  the  matter  in  your  hands  to  continue  or  abolish  it." 

Of  the  few  decisions  reported  I  extract — 

"  No,  3,  from  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  25. 

Please  inform  us  what  lawful  Masonic  information  is  ?  Is  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  sit  in  a  Lodge  room  with  a  brother  in  order  to  vouch  for 
him,  or  can  a  brother  whu  has  sat  with  me  in  a  Lodge  and  also  with  a 
brother  in  another  Lodge  say  to  me,  this  is  a  brother  Mason,  I  have  sat 
in  a  Lodge  with  him,  can  I  vouch  for  this  brother  as  being  a  Mason,  or 
must  we  examine  the  brother  ?  H.  N.  Rerd,  Secretary. 

Answer.  Information  coming  to  you  in  the  manner  you  suggest 
would  be  'lawful  information,'  and  ycv  could  vouch  for  the  brother 
without  exammation." 

On  the  "  Wisconsin  proposition  "  he  says  : — 

"  October  9, 1894,  I  received  a  communication  from  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodgo  of  Wisconsin,  and  approved  by  the 
M.  W.  G.  M.  Brother  W.  H.  Sawyer,  touching  the  question  of  Masonic 
relief  and  suggesting  the  following  proposition  : — 

'It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in 
distress  wl;erever  tliey  may  be.  In  cases  of  its  inability  to  do  so,  this 
duty  devolves  upon  the  Ora'vl  Lodge  from  which  it  holds  its  charter. 
It  being  understood  that  in  uo  case  is  the  Lodge  furnishing  relief  and 
asking  reimbursement  to  go  beyond  actual  necessaries  without  express 
authority  from  *he  reimbursing  body.' 

I  submit  this  for  your  consideration,  but  it  seems  to  me,  if  we  place 
ourselves  in  a  position  that  would  bind  us  as  a  Grand  Lodge  to  be 
responsible  for  the  return  of  alms  that  may  be  given  to  a  poor  and  dis- 
tressed brother  in  obedience  to  a  fundamental  prinfiple,  then  one  of  the 
foundation  stones  on  which  our  structure  is  erected  crumbles  into  dust. 

On  becoming  Masons,  one  of  the  Hrst  lessons  we  are  taught  is 
"Charity."  Masonry  is  a  charitable  institution  and  not  a  benctlcial one, 
therefore  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  relieve  a  distressed  brother,  let 
us  do  so  freely  without  thought  of  re-imbursoment.  The  adoption 
of  this  '  proposition '  in  my  opinion  would  reduce  our  Fraternity  to  a 
mere  beneficial  organization.  (The  Secretary  will  read  the  communi- 
cation at  the  proper  time)." 
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We  lieartily  endorse  every  word  of  this  sound  advice. 

"  NotwithstandiDg  the  |very  depressed  condition  of  business  of  all 
kinds,  during  the  past  year,  we  have  prospered  fairly  weU,  and  though 
we  have  not  added  to  our  numbers  to  a  very  great  exte  at,  let  us  hope 
that  the  addition  has  been  of  a  healthy  nature. 

And  here,  brethren,  permit  the  following  suggestion: 

Look  well  to  the  outer  door,  and  see  to  it  that  no  one  crosses  its 
sacred  threshold  save  those  who  are  duly  and  truly  qualified;  let  not 
sympathy,  interest  or  friendship  intlueuce  you  in  admitting  to  our  mys- 
tic circle  any  material  that  will  not  add  strength  to  its  character. 

Let  us  not  be  over-zealous  in  adding  to  our  numbers,  because  in  our 
zeal  we  may  overlook  important  defects  of  character  that  would  not 
otherwise  escape  us. 

Mankind  will  judge  lis  by  our  standard,  and  that  standard  is  set  by 
the  individual  character  of  our  members;  from  external  dangers  we  are 
free,  then  let  us  guard  against  dangers  within. 

The  strength  of  a  building  is  not  in  its  size,  or  the  number  of  stones 
used  in  its  construction,  but  in  the  individual  character  of  each  partic- 
ular stone,  therefore  in  constructing  our  Mystic  Temple  let  us  see  to  it 
that  each  stone  that  we  adC  to  its  walls  is  without  flaw  or  blemish,  so 
that  the  ravages  of  time  shall  not  shake  its  foundation,  or  the  malignant 
shafts  of  envy,  hatred  and  malice  prevail  against  it." 

Returns  show  2039  Master  Masons,  an  increase  of  41 
for  tie  year. 

Keport  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  L.   H.  Jackson; 
Britisli  Columbia  does  not  appear  to  have  been   received. 

JosErn  L.  Cahall, 

Grand  Master,  Georgetown. 

l^ENJAMIN  F.   BaRTUAM, 

Grand  Secretary,  Wilmington. 
10th  Annual,  Wilmington,  1st  Wednesday  of  October,  1800. 


:o:- 


Distfiet  oi  Colutnbia 


t-PECIAL  C^ommunieation  27th  March,  1895  was  called 
to  exemplify  the  several  degrees,  in  charge  of  the  W. 
Grand  Lecturer. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL,  MAY  8tI1,   1895. 


David  G.  Dixon^  M.  ^Y.  Grand  Master. 
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The  following 


UR  Representative  not  recorded  present 

extract  from  the  report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
on  the  Grand  Representative  system: — 

"The  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky  has  used  pretty  ;  trong  language 
in  expressing  his  opinion  of  the  Grand  Representative  system,  but  your 
committee  sees  no  just  grounds  for  any  expression  of  'contempt '  for  a 
system  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  world  for  the  past  thirty  or  fc  ty  years,  whilst  under  it  very  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  Masons  of  our  time  now  hold  or  have  held 
commissions  as  Grand  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges  than 
their  own. 

If  it  be  determined  by  the  Grand  Loilges  generally,  or  by  a  majority 
of  them,  that  the  Grand  Representative  system  has  not  proved  useful 
in  any  way,  but  on  the  contrary,  has  tended  to  interfere  with  rather 
than  promote  harmony  and  fraternal  feeling  among  the  grand  bodies  ; 
if  it  has  failed  to  do  away,  in  some  measure,  with  that  isolation  from  each 
other  which  their  individual  sovereignty  tends  to  foster,  then  it  has  not 
realized  the  hopes  and  intentions  of  those  who  were  instrumental  in  in- 
stituting it,  nor  of  the  many  eminent  brethren  who  have  given  it  their 
sanction. 

If  such  should  be  the  verdict,  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  others, 
can  quietly  resolve  to  take  no  further  part  in  it.  But  there  seems  to  be 
no  good  reason  to  revile  the  system  or  express  'contempt'  for  it. 

Ab  there  is  no  question  of  Masonic  law  to  be  considered  in  this  case, 
but  a  mere  matter  of  expediency,  and  as  each  member  of  your  Juris- 
prudence Committee  has  the  honor  of  holding  a  commission  or  commis- 
sions as  Grand  Representative  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  feels  honored 
in  having  been  selected  as  such,  and  in  having  been  received  by  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  that  capacity,  it  follows  that  they  are  to  be  looked  upon 
as  interested  parties  ia  this  matter.  They  therefore  prefer  to  offer  no 
recommendation,  either  iu  favor  of  or  against  the  lunger  continuance  of 
the  representative  system  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  would  recommend 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  who  are  not  the  representatives  of  any  other  G  rand  Lodge, 
to  consider  this  matter  and  report  at  our  next  annual  meeting.  " 

The  Committee  also  reported  on  the  *'  proposed  uniform 
rules  as  to  jurisdiction  over  candidates  "  as  proposed  by  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mississippi. 

"  Your  oommittee  believes  that  the  adoption  by  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
in  our  country  of  some  uniform  rules  governing  their  respective  juris- 
dictions over  candidates  (if  such  a  thing  could  be  brought  about)  woulii 
result  in  great  good,  and  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minsis- 
sippi,  looking  to  that  end,  is  to  be  commended.  Yet  it  is  by  no  means 
apparent  that  any  rules  could  possibly  be  framed  which  would  meet 
with  approval  by  all  or  even  a  mojority  of  the  Grand  Lodges. 
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"  Custom,  constitutional  provisions,  and  the  jealous  regard  which 
each  cherishes  for  its  own  sovereignty  w  uld,  we  fear,  militate  against 
any  general  agreement.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  in  the  way, 
we  may  hope  that  a  consummation  so  much  to  be  desired  may  eventually 
be  brought  about. 

The  'uniform  rules'  submitted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi 
are  not,  in  all  respects,  such  as  your  committee  could  approve. 

In  Rule  I  it  will  be  noticed  that  when  a  rejected  applicant  for  the 
degrees  subsequently  removes  to  another  jurisdictiou  and  applies  there 
for  the  degrees,  the  lodge  to  which  he  apjjlies  requires  the  one  which 
rejected  him  to  furnish  '  the  grounds  upon  which  such  rejection  was 
made';  and  if  the  grounds  of  the  objection  should  be  furnished  the 
lodge  to  which  he  makes  his  new  petition,  '  it  shall  judge  the  sufficiency 
thereof  and  proceed  in  its  discretion  ! '  If  the  grounds  for  the  rejection 
are  not  furnished  within  six  months,  it  proceeds  with  the  petition  '  as  in 
other  cases. ' 

Your  committee  fail  to  see  how  Rule  I  could  be  made  operative  in 
this  jurisdiction  without  disregarding  the  law  and  usage  requiring  a 
secret  ballot  for  all  candidates  fcr  the  degrees.  The  only  answer  that 
one  of  our  lodges  could  possibly  give  to  an  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  a 
rejection  would  be, '  There  was  a  black  ball  in  the  ballot-box. ' 

Rule  II  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be  acceptable  to 
our  lodges,  as  the  usage  which  obtains  in  this,  as  well  as  in  most  Grand 
Lodge  Jurisdictions,  of  requesting  another  lodge  to  act  as  proxy  in  con- 
ferring the  degrees  to  which  a  candidate  has  been  elected,  when  said 
candidate  removes  temporarily  or  permanently  from  the  jurisdiction, 
has,  we  believe,  always  worked  satisfactorily  ,  and  until  some  better  ar- 
rangement than  that  suggested  in  the  rules  under  consideration  shall  be 
presented  for  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  would  be  wiser  to  con- 
tinue o'lr  present  system. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  fraternal  regard  for  our  brethren  of 
the  Grand  I^odge  of  Mississippi,  your  committee  feel  constrained  to 
recommend  that  the  uniform  rules  proposed  by  that  Grand  Lodge  be 
not  adopted. " 

Tho    Comiiiittee's    report   on    Inherent    Tlight  of  Past 
Masters  in  Grand  Lodw  : 

"  The  amendment  to  Section  1,  Article  IV,  proposed  by  Bro.  Rob- 
ert Ball,  and  referred  to  your  committee,  opens  up  a  question  which 
caused  much  contention  and  ill  feeling  among  the  fraternity  in  New 
York  between  the  years  1849  and  1858,  causing  a  schism  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  State  and  the  formation  of  another  Grand  Lodge,  which 
existed  for  a  period  of  about  nine  years,  when  there  was  a  union  of  the 
two,  and  harmony  among  the  craft  in  that  jurisdiction  was  happily  re- 
stored. 

The  sole  question  at  issue  was  as  to  the  inherent  right  of  Past 
Masters  of  suuordin^vte  lodges,  individually,  to  all  the  rights  of  member- 
ship in  the  Grand  Lodge,  including  that  of  voting,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
amendment  under  consideration. 

Since  the  year  1849,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  all  Past 
Masters  are  honorary  members  for  life,  having  the  right  to  participate 
in  all  its  deliberations  but  not,  as  such,  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  case 
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of  '  the  Past  Master  of  eaoh  lodge  who  shall  have  last  passed  the  chair 
thereof,'  who,  under  their  law,  is  an  active  member  with  a  right  to  vote. 

Your  committee  know  of  no  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdiction  where  all 
Past  Masters  of  lodges  have  each  an  individual  vote  in  their  Grand 
Lodge,  though  there  may  be  some  few  Grand  Lodges  whose  laws 
allow  it. 

It  was  argued  at  the  time  of  the  defection  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  above  alluded  to,  that  this  power  should  not  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  so  large  a  number  of  those  who  are  in  no  wise  responsible, 
either  to  the  fraternity  at  large  or  to  their  respec*;ive  lodges,  as  to  how 
they  shall  vote  upon  any  question.  That  it  would  cause  inequality  of 
power  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  between  diflfeient  portions  of  the  fratern- 
ity, between  lodges  which  had,  perhaps,  twenty  or  more  Past  Masters, 
who  would  vote  upon  any  question  atfecting  their  lodges  with  their  own 
representatives,  and  those  lodges  whose  Past  Masters  numbered  but  two 
or  three,  or  even  less.  That  it  would  be  unwise  and  injurious  to  have 
so  large  a  body  of  permanent  members  for  life,  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
whose  votes  may  control  its  action  and  override  the  votes  of  the  repre- 
seutatives  of  the  lodges  and  the  wishes  of  the  fraternity.  '  That  a  large 
number  of  Past  Masters,  uniting  with  a  small  minority  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  lodges,  naay  control  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  de- 
feat the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  lodges  and  of 
the  fraternity.' 

Other  arguments  equally  strong  and  convincing  might  be  cited 
against  giving  the  Past  Masters  of  lodges  individual  votes  as  active 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  those  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
who  desire  a  more  full  exposition  of  this  question  can  find  both  sides  of 
it  most  fully  discussed  in  the  "  History  of  Freemasonry  in  New  York," 
which  they  can  obtain  from  the  Grand  Lodge  Library. 

While  your  committee  have  every  respect  for  and  confidence  in  the 
Past  Masters  of  the  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  believe  them  to  be  as 
intelligent,  earnest  and  "  bright "  a  body  of  Masons  as  any  that  can  be 
found  in  the  world,  yet  they  believe  it  would  be  unwise  to  change  the 
present  law  in  respect  to  their  voting  in  the  Grand  Lodge." 

British  Columbia  accords  Past  Masters  (in  active  mem- 
bership)  membership  in  Grand  Lodge  with  full  voting 
powers.  I  can  understand  in  very  lartre  jurisdictions  such 
sa  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  where  it  makes  Grand 
Lodge  very  unwieldy  to  accord  all  the  Past  Masters  legis- 
lative powers,  why  it  is  properly  contined  to  representatives. 

Annual  Communication,  13th  November,  1895. 

Grand  Master  Bro.  David  G.  Dixon,  who  reported  the 

CONDITION  OF  THE  GRAFT. 

"  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  continued 
depression  of  business  throughout  the  country  the  various  lodges  of 
this  jurisdiction,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition,  and  that  peace  and  harmony,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  pre- 
vail within  our  borders.  There  has  been  no  contention  '  save  that  noble 
contention  or  rather  emulation,  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree.' 
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I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  render  any  decisions  npon  disputed 
points.  While  questions  have  been  submitted  to  me  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  report  them  in  detail  in  this  address,  as  they  were  in  each 
instance  answered  by  a  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
or  to  the  rulings  of  my  predecessors." 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  Wm.  II.  Single- 
ton, being  his  26tb. 

British  Colunil)ia  had  apparently  not  been  received,  as 
it  is  not  included. 

M.  W.  Geokge  W.  Bairi), 

Oraiul  Master. 

II.  W.  Wm.   K.  Singleton, 

Grand  Secretary. 


:o:- 


England 

THIS    Grand    Lodge   of   Ancient   Free    and    Accepted 
Masons  held  its  Quarterly  in  March,  1895,  Brother 
Rear   Admiral    Albert    Hastings    Markhain,    District 
Grand  Master  for  Malta,  as  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Lodge  being  opened  in  form,  after  some 
observations  ])y  the  Acting  Grand  Master,  the  nomination 
for  Grand  Master  was  proceeded  with.  As  there  is  much  of 
historical  interest  in  the  remarks  of  the  Brother  who  made 
the  nomination,  a  portion  is  transcribed  : — - 

"Brother  Charles  Swinfen  Eady,  LL.D.  Q.G.,  P.O.  Steward,  P.M. 
Emulation  Lodge,  No.  21,  London:  Most  worshipful  Grand  Master  in 
the  Chair  and  Brethren,  it  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  and  also  my  very 
great  privilege  to  have  the  honour  of  proposing  for  election  as  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuiug  year  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  As  you  all  know,  this  is  the  twenty-first  time  the 
Masons  of  England  have  approached  His  Royal  Highness  and  asked 
him  to  accept  the  position  of  Grand  Master,  and  in  aCv-eding  to  that 
request  he  will  confer  the  highest  honour  and  distinction  he  is  able  to 
bestow  on  them  as  members  of  the  craft.  May  the  union  between  His 
Royal  Highness  and  the  Craft,  formed  most  auspiciously  many  years 
since,  continue  for  a  long  time,  and  remain  with  us  as  Lag  as  His  Koyal 
Highness  shall  live.  His  Royal  Highness  has  conferred  great  and 
numerous  benefits  on  the  Craft ;  he  has  ever  taken  the  greatest  interest 
in  the  Masonic  Charities ;  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Schools  owe  much  to  his 
constant  attention,  and  the  Benevolent  Insiitution  is  also  indebted  to  his 
endeavoura    Many  of  us  remember  that  great  ceremony  a  few  years 
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ago,  when  over  £50,000  was  subscribed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Girls' 
School.  We  know  tliat  the  new  Hall  and  Wing  of  the  Institution  which 
have  since  been  built,  and  much  of  the  assistance,  the  pecuniary  ben- 
evolence—poured forth  ()n  that  occasion  by  the  masons  of  England  in 
support  of  the  Girls'  School— must  be  attributed  to  the  interest  His 
Royal  Highness  has  taken  in  the  Girls'  Institution,  and  the  earnest  way 
in  which  he  has  exerted  himself  on  its  behalf.  And  when  the  Hall  and 
Wing  were  opened  we  know  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
and  her  daughters  honoured  the  ceremony  in  company  with  His  Royal 
Highness.  In  the  cause  of  the  Boys'  School  and  the  Aged  Institution 
we  know  his  Royal  Highness  has  also  shown  the  liveliest  interest.  I 
think  if  the  Masons  of  England  were  asked  for  what  purpose  Masonry 
exists,  and  to  give  some  rensou  for  the  existence  of  their  Craft,  it  would 
be  enough  for  them  to  refer  and  point  to  the  great  charitable  institu- 
tions which  Masons  support.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  and  this  alone, 
would  form  sufficient  justification.  In  the  cause  of  the  Charities  of  the 
Order  and  all  other  matters  concerning  the  Craft  His  Royal  Highness 
has  always  exhibited  the  keenest  interest.  And  not  only  is  this  the 
case  with  respect  to  Freemasonry  in  England,  it  is  also  the  case  with 
regard  to  India  and  other  places  abroad  that  he  has  visited,  for  he  has 
left  there  evidence  of  the  extensive  interest  he  has  in  the  Craft.  I 
believe  that  during  the  years  that  he  has  presided  over  us  the  numl)er 
of  Lodges  on  the  English  roll  has  been  about  doubled.  In  those  twenty- 
one  years  about  1,200  Lodges  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  those  which 
existed  when  he  first  occupied  the  chair.  This,  I  believe,  is  largely  due 
to  His  Royal  Highness  being  our  Grand  Master.  His  Iloyal  Highness 
has  not  only  personally  evinced  an  interest  in  the  Craft,  but  he  has  also 
succeeded  in  interesring  others,  members  of  his  own  Royal  Family,  and 
every  one  brought  into  contact  with  His  Royal  Highness  in  tbe  success 
of  the  Craft. 

"  I  am  confident  I  express  the  wish  of  every  one  when  I  say  that  I 
ask  that  His  Royal  Highness  maj  be  elected  by  acclamation  our  Grand 
Master. 

"R.  W.  Brother  Rear- Admiral  Markham,  Acting  Grand  Master:— 
Brethren,  I  think  after  the  manner  in  which  the  speeches  of  the  pro- 
poser and  seconder  of  the  resolution  have  been  received,  it  its  not 
at  all  necessary  for  me  to  put  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  shall  therefore 
now  declare  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prin»!e  of  Wales  duly  elected  our 
Grand  Master,  and  I  congratulate  the  Craft  on  having  secured  his  Royal 
Highness's  services  for  another  year." 

Fifteen  thousand  dollars  were  donated  to  individuals,  in 
the  cause  of  charity. 

One  of  the  suhjects  of  aj)peal  was  from  the  IVFaster  of  a 
Lodge  at  Singapore,  and  created  considerable  discussion. 
"  It  is  with  regard  to  membership  of  a  Lodge,"  and  comes 
from  the  Master,  who  appeals  against  the  decision  of  the 
District  Grand  Master  and  the  District  Hoard  of  General 
Purposes,  reversing  his  decision  as  Master — that  a  J>rother's 
resignation  of  membership  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  was 
final,  notwithstanding   it  was   withdrawn   immediately  and 
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before  coinnmnication  to  tlie  Lodire.  The  decision  of  the 
District  (IraiKl  Master  and  District  Board  of  General 
Purposes  was  affirmed. 

At  the  Annual  (Jrand  Festival,  held  in  April,  the 
Grand  Master,  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  etc.,  etc., 
was  proclaimed,  and  his  appointees  were  invested  and 
sainted. 

The  Quarterly  held  in  June,  1895,  was  presided  over 
by  Brother  William  Wither  Bramston  Beach,  Provincial 
Grand  Master  of  Hampshire  and  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

At  this  Communication  nearly  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
were  again  appropriated  for  the  needy. 

Some  Cliantres  in  the  Rules  lifovernin";  Colonial  inter- 
ests  were  proliiic  of  debate,  also  others  affecting  Lodges  in 
general,  l)ut  of  minor  consequence. 

Bro.  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales, 

Grand  Master. 

Bro.   Edward  Letcu worth. 

Grand  Seoretary. 
:o: 


Florida 

(cVPECIAL  commnnication  held  20th  August-  1895,  in 
(D^  the  City  of  Pensacola  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  "Temple  Bethel,"  the  .lowlsh  Syna- 
gogue in  tnat  city.  The  occasion  was  one  of  great  interest 
to  all  j)resent. 

67th   annual JACKSONVILLE 21sT  .JANUARY,  1896. 


M.  ^Y.  James  Boyd,  Grand  Master. 

yr^IIE  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Bro.   Albert  J.  Russell, 
I        Grand  Secretary,  was  announced,  and   after   opening 
Grand  Lodge  his  remains  were  deposited  with  Masonic 
and  Grand  Lodge  honors. 
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Our  Ueprefsentative  not  recorded  as  being  present. 

FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

"  Nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the  cordial  relatious  existing  between 
this  grand  body  and  her  vSister  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the  world. 

The  angry  war  cloud  which  recently  appeared  upon  the  horizon,  and 
threatened  disastrous  and  fratricidal  strife  between  the  two  great  Anglo- 
Saxon  Nations,  is  happily  being  rapidly  dispelled  by  the  sunlight  of  a 
better  understanding  of  the  mutual  relationship  and  sympathy  of  these 
two  great  English-speaking  peoples,  strenghtening  the  desire  for  peace, 
and  perpetuating  the  bond  of  friendship,  which  nothing  but  the  gross- 
est obstinacy  or  the  mo&t  iutemperate  action  should  ever  strain  or 
break. 

There  cannot  be  two  propositions  strongly  antagonistic,  and  both  be 
right.  There  must  be  a  center  within  the  circumscribed  area  of  their 
differences  upon  which  the  contending  parties  should  peacefully  meet 
and  agree.  We  feel  confident  that  wise  counsels,  guided  by  a  sense  of 
right  and  a  just  couception  and  cousideration  of  the  sympathies  and 
material  interests  of  these  two  great  branches  of  a  family—  united  by 
the  ties  of  blood,  and  trade  and  a  common  tongue — will  prevail,  and  the 
perplexing  problem  be  satisfactorily  solved. 

To  this  end,  we  extend  to  our  British  brethren  fraternal  greetings." 

Keturns  show  4,349  members. 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

"  It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to  again  apologize  to  our 
sister  jurisdi<  dhs  for  not  having  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Corre^  ^yondence  this  year.  The  Chairman  of  that  committee, 
Bro.  Russell,  was  called  to  the  '  Great  Beyond '  but  a  short  time  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  convened.  We  have  been  unable  to  6nd  any  report  as 
prepared  by  him,  and  it  was  then  too  late  for  any  other  member  of  the 
committee  to  prepare  one.  We  trust,  under  the  circumstances,  our  de- 
reliction in  this  matter  will  be  overlooked,  and  hope  that  next  year  we 
will  be  able  to  present  a  full  report  from  that  committee." 

W.  P.  WEBSTER,  Grand  Secretary. 

Onr  deepest  fraternal  sympathies  are  extended  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Fk)ricUi  in  tlieir  affliction,  as  the 
loss  of  an  efficient  officer,  especially  Grand  Secretary,  is  de- 
plorable. 

M.  W.  Jamks  W.  Boyd, 

Grand  Master^  Barton. 

11.   W.   WiLHER  P.  WkIJSTEK, 

Grand  Secretary^  Jacksonville. 
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Geoirgia 

109111    ANNUAL MACON 29th    OCTOBER,    1895. 


M.  W.  John  P.  Shannon,  Grand  Master. 

THE  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  due  and  ample  form  in 
the  Master  Degree. 

Onr  Ilepresentative  not  reported  present. 

M.  W.  John  P.  Sliannon,  Grand  Master,  who  in  tlie 
course  of  liis  opening  remarks  said  : — 

"  Numerically,  we  may  not  have  increased,  but  the  personnel  of  the 
members  was  never  better.  The  dead  branches  have  been  lopped  oflF, 
and  the  body  of  the  Masonic  Tree  is  living,  growing,  and  bearing  only 
healthy  moral  fruit.  'Good  men  and  true  have  been  added  to  our  ranks, 
and  to- day  the  eighteen  thousand  Masons  of  Georgia  stand  a  band  of 
law-observing,  God-fearing  men,  honored  even  by  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of  our  Order,  but  who  approve  the  practical 
workings  of  our  Ancient  Craft.  Thus  we  should  ever  be  a  happy,  loving 
society  of  friends  and  brothers, 

'  Whose  powers  shed  aroand  in  the  commoa  strife. 

Or  mud  concerns  of  onlinary  life. 
A  constant  indaence,  a  peculiar  Krace.'  " 

Sixty-seven  Dispensations  for  various  purposes  had  l)een 
granted.  During  tlie  year  the  Grand  Master  had  occasion 
to  render  perhaps  two  hundred  decisions,  tliirty-one  of  which 
are  recorded.  I  tind  none  of  special  interest  or  involving 
any  new  points. 

OTHER   GRAND   LODQES. 

"  It  is  my'great  pride  and  pleasure  to  report  to  this  Grand  Com- 
munication thit  the  most  fraternal  relations  exist  between  the  (irand 
Lodge  of  Georgia  and  the  other  Grand  Bodies  throughout  the  world 
who  practice  the  principles  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry.  Nothing 
has  occurred  to  mar  in  any  way  the  harmony  which  has  so  long  existed 
between  Georgia  and  her  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Fraternal  greet- 
ings, kind  words  and  friendly  intercourse  have  marked  all  correspond- 
ence and  communications  which  have  occurred  during  my  administra- 
tion. Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throijghout  the  entire  world  of 
Masonry,  and  thus  it  should  ever  be,  for  among  Masons  there  should 
exist  no  envy,  rivalry,  contention,  or  dissension,  but  only  that  laudable 
ambition  of  '  who  can  best  serve  and  who  best  agree.' " 

The  Grand  Master's  address  throughout  shows  a  close 
attention  to  liis  duties,  whicli  in  this  jurisdiction  are  no 
sinecure,  and  is  a  very  able,  instructive  document. 

A  special  session  of  Grand  Lodge  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  District  Deputies  to  exemplify  the 
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work  in  the  Third  Degree.     A  capital  idea  tliis,  and  would 
recommend  it  to  our  Grand  Lodt^e. 

Returns  show  405  Lodges,  with  16,838  members  :  net 
gain  603. 

Addresses  by  several  eminent  members  of  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  occasion  of  unveiling  the  memorial  ablet  to  the 
memory  of  P.  G.  M.  John  S.  Davison.  They  are  truly  most 
beautiful  in  language  and  sentiment,  showing  in  what  high 
esteem  their  deceased  Brother  was  held. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Tleport  is  by  Bro.  W.  S. 
llamsay  in  his  usual  happy  vein.  British  Columbia  for 
1894  appears  in  the  Review,  having  more  than  favourable 
notice  and  comment. 

Again  we  close  Georgia  with  an  immense  degree  of 
gratification  and  pleasure  always  derived  from  their  copy  of 
Proceedings. 

Adieu  until  1896. 

M.  W.  John  P.  Shannon,  (re-elected) 

Grand  Masters  Elberton. 

R.  W.  Andrkw  M.  >VoLniiN, 

Orand  Secretary^  Macon, 

110th  Annual,  Micon,  27th  October,  1896. 

:o: 


Idaho 

28th  annual — noisE — 10th  septkmher,  1895. 


A.  B.  Clark,  M.  W.  Grand,  Master, 

©ITR  Representative  not  recor<led  present.  The  Grand 
Master  was  plensed  to  report  "  thai  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  throughout  this  Grand  .Inrisdiction. 

Brethren  of  British  C^jlnmbia,   does   not  the  following 
strike  home  ? 
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"It  is  a  useless  parade,  my  brethren,  for  us  as  Masons  to  talk  of  the 
subjection  of  irregular  passions  when  seated  within  the  walls  of  the 
lodge  room,  if  we  allow  them  to  triumph  in  our  intercourse  with  the 
world.  There  is  some  dignity  attached  to  being  a  Free  Mason,  and  to 
maintain  that  dignity  should  be  our  constant  care. 

In  visiting  among  the  constituent  lodges  I  find  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  many  to  leave  the  work  for  others  to  do.  They 
visit  the  Lodge  on  special  occasions,  but  the  business  of  the  lodge,  the 
work,  the  real  burden,  must  rest  on  some  one.  They  don't  eeemto  have 
thought  just  who,  they  are  busy,  cannot  give  up  their  time  to  lodge 
work.  To  such  brethren  I  have  this  to  say  :  You  are  drones  in  the 
hive  of  Masonry,  and  unworthy  to  share  in  our  associations.  Every 
man  who  has  been  made  a  Mason  owes  the  craft  a  debt,  and  there  are  too 
many,  my  brethren,  who  are  not  even  paying  the  interest  on  that  debt. 
vVlin*  can  a  brother  rightfully  expect  at  the  hands  of  Masons  if  he 
Spends  his  time  in  idleness  when  his  lodge  needs  his  assistance  ?  To  my 
mind,  he  fitands  in  the  same  relation  to  his  lodge  as  does  a  degenerate 
son  to  a  righteous  parent,  he  becomes  masonically  pauperized  by  his 
own  inaction." 

Past  Grand  Masters  Wickersliain  and  Stevenson  were 
called  from  »'  their  labors  on  earth  and  have  joined  the  in- 
ninnorable  hosts  in  tlie  Soverign  Grand  Lodge  above,"  to 
whose  memory  the  Grand  Master  paid  glowing  tril)ute. 

Decisions  reported  contain  none  necessary  to  extract, 
being  of  local  interest  only. 

Idaho  has  an  Orphans'  Fnnd  of  125,000. 

Returns  show  27  Lodges  with  1084  Master  Masons. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  I'ro.  Chas.  Stevenson 
(who,  by  the  way,  is  also  the  (irand  Orator  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary). This  is  his  eighth  report.  British  Columbia  for 
1894  lias  its  placfi. 

IsiDouK  S.  Wkim-:r, 

Grand  Moffter. 


CUAH.   C.    S'i'KVKNSON, 

Gvtuul  Set'Ti'tari/ 


Address,  HoiHC  City. 
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Illinois 

5()Tir    ANNUAL CHICAdO ^Is'l    OCTOIJEK,    1805. 


M.  W.  Leroy  A.  Goddarcl^  Grand  Master. 


Corn,  wine,  and  oil  from  Jernsaleni. 

PRESENTATION— OF  SYMBOLS  OF  CONSECRATION. 

M.  W.  Bro.  John  C.  Smith. 

M.  W  Qrand  Master  :  "  Believing  that  the  schoolbouse  which  dots 
the  land  of  every  part  of  the  globe  where  liberty  is  the  rule,  and  oppres- 
sion the  exception,  and  learning  that  this  Grtind  Lodge,  its  Grand  Master 
and  the  brethren  have  been  invited  to  lay  the  corner-stone  of  an  educa- 
tional institution,  to  bo  known  as  the  Illinois  Normal  School,  at  De  Kalb, 
this  day  ; 

Learning  that  this  occasion  is  to  be  honored  by  the  presence  of  the 
Grand  Master  and  the  brethren,  believing  it  to  be  fitting,  as  in  ancient 
times,  that  all  great  public  institutions  should  have  their  ooroer-stones 
laid  by  the  Masonic  Craft,  and  desiring  that  this  shall  be  a  memorable 
occasion,  such  as  has  not  occurred  in  this  jurisdiction,  if  in  the  United 
States,  I  desire  to  present  to  you  for  this  occasion  corn,  wine,  and  oil, 
from  the  cradle  of  religious  liberty,  Jerusalem,  which  I  have  brought 
with  me  from  the  land  of  the  Bible,  on  this  my  return  from  a  pilgrimage 
around  the  earth. " 

GRAND   master's   ADDRESS. 

Brethren  oj  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

We  have  come  together  to-day  in  the  interest  of  Freemasonry  in 
gO)i«.v,  lil  und  of  the  fifty-two  thousand  Freemasons  of  the  great  and  grow- 
i  i^  a '''^nonwealth  of  Illinois  in  particular.  To  be  a  representative  in 
Sifr.ii  (  ^fathering  as  this  is  a  distinction  of  which  any  man  should  be 
pro;iii  There  is  inspiration  in  the  honest  look  and  the  sincere  baud- 
sh&k  q(  true  Masons ;  and  this  inspiration  is  kindled  into  enthusiasm 
when  '  \  ;ispemble  here  a  thousand  strong  in  this  beautift)!  hall  in  the 
busy,  throbbing  center  of  the  greatest  and  most  magnificent  city  of  the 
age. 

Illinois  people  are  active  and  enterprising,  and  Illinois  Masons  are 
eve:  energetic  and  progressive,  the  trend  of  their  ambition  being  '  who 
bf  st  can  work  and  best  agree. '  True,  this  is  as  it  should  be,  a  noble 
contention,  but  it  involves  much  labor  on  the  |)art  of  the  Grand  Master 
to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Craft,  aK  nnumnt  scarcely  conceivable  by  one 
•/ho  has  not  iindertiiken  the  task.  This  labor,  however,  is  relieved  of 
P,i1  '>nrden  by  the  fraternal  love  and  good  fellowship  that  is  encountered 
O's  i;/ery  hand. 

In  our  deliberations  let  us  strive  to  promote  the  highest  good  of  our 
beloved  institution.  This  can  only  be  done  by  continually  keeping  be- 
''ore  us  the  sacrodness  and  importance  of  our  mission  and  fostering  in 
our  hearts  the  cardinal  principles  on  which  we  buil<^ 

The  pleasure  that  we  experience  in  assembling  at  this  annual  com- 
munication will  not  cause  us  to  overlook  the  fact  that,  since  we  last 
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assembled,  some,  whose  presence  has  added  so  much  enjoyment  to  pre- 
vious sessions  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  have  been  claimed  by  Death.  As 
we  exchange  greetings  to-day  we  are  unable  to  rej^ress  a  sigh  now  and 
thea 

"  For  tlie  touch  of  a  vanished  hand, 

And  the  Bound  of  a  voice  ti  at  is  still. " 

The  last  sad  rites  have  been  performed  by  friends  and  brothers  ;  a 
last  look,  a  tear,  and  all  that  we  can  do  now  for  them  is  to  cherish  their 
memory  and  emulate  whatever  was  worthy  and  noble  in  their  lives. 


But  tliree  decisions  are  reported. 


MASONIC   FUNERALS. 

A  number  of  requests  have  been  received  for  more  light  in  regard  to 
conducting  funeral  ceremonies ;  whether  or  not  the  Lodge  should  be 
regularly  opened,  and  if  so,  should  it  -  called  off  before  the  brethren 
in  procession  leave  the  Lodge  Hall  for  t  i  lie  ceremony. 

A  Lodge  is  either  at  labor  or  refreshmei  when  not  closed.  When 
at  labor  it  is  supposed  to  be  tiled  from  the  public.  The  only  form  we 
are  taught  of  calling  off  is  from  labor  to  refreshment ;  hence  it  does  not 
appear  consistent  for  a  Lodge  to  perform  a  funeral  ceremony  in  either 
condition.  The  question,  from  correspondence  received,  seems  to  be 
engaging  the  attention  of  other  jurisdictions.  I  believe  some  form  of  in- 
struction should  be  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  directing  that,  for 
Masonic  f  nneral  service,  and  for  all  other  public  Masonic  ceremonies, 
the  Grand  Master,  or  the  Worshipful  Master,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
other  oflBcers  and  brethren,  should  proceed  to  conduct  such  service 
without  opening  the  Lodge,  permitting  none  to  assist  except  those  duly 
qualified.  His  action  should  be  reported  at  the  next  stated  meeting  and 
a  record  made. 

PERPETUAL   JURISDICTION. 

The  question  of  perpetual  control  over  rejected  material  is  now 
engaging  the  attention  of  nearly  every  Grand  Jurisdiction.  It  has  been 
fruitful  of  many  disputes  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  for  years  to 
come.  In  Illinois  we  recognize  personal  jurisdiction  over  rejected  ma- 
terial wherever  dispersed  and  the  same  is  not  effected  by  the  lapse  of 
time.  In  other  words,  when  a  candidate  is  once  rejected  by  a  Lodge  in 
our  jurisdiction  we  hold  that  he  alwavs  remains  the  Masonic  (rejected) 

Eroperty  of  the  rejecting  lodge  until  released  b>  a  clear  ballot.  He  may 
ave  been  only  twenty -one  years  of  nge  and  though  he  ma>  locate  in 
another  part  of  the  world  and  live  a  life  of  purity  and  full  of  good  deeds 
the  relation  is  unchanged.  A  brother  who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
made  a  Mason  first  and  thereby  given  the  opportunity  to  oast  an  unfavor- 
able ballot  may  bold  the  brand  against  the  applicant  so  long  as  they  both 
live  regardless  of  merit  or  a  change  of  location  or  circumBoances.  Thus 
to  reject  is  to  acquire  perpetual  ownershij)— certainly  a  strange  law,  and 
one  not  supported  by  the  ancient  regulations. 

The  (juestion  has  been  thoroughly  considered  and  discuseed  ;  there 
is  no  new  argument  to  present.  My  desire  is  only  to  record  a  sugges- 
tion that  while  it  is  reascmable  and  proper  to  retain  control  so  lon^  as 
the  one  rejected  remains  in  our  jurisdiction,  there  should  be  a  limit  as 
to  the  leogtli  of  time  of  such  control  when  be  leaves  our  Utate  and  locates 
in  another  territory. 

By  my  request  our  Grand  Hecrotary  has  corresponded  with  the 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  asking  their  position. 
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and  of  the  forty-five  reports  received  sixteen  recognize  the  law  of  perpe- 
tual jurisdiction  and  twenty-nine  do  not. 

Bro.  W.  \Y.  Nortlicott,  Victoria,  Grand  ^lepre^^elltative 
from  Illinois,  had  his  conunission  signed  for  five  years  from 
Jan  nary  1,  1895.  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  address 
concluded  report,  viz.: 

"And.  finally,  your  committee  feel  that  they  would  be  derelict  in 
their  duty  did  they  fail  to  call  your  attention  to  the  conscientious  cave 
and  extraordinary  activity  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  which  he  Das 
ejpercised  for  the  conservation  and  nourishment  of  the  interests  of  the 
Fraternity,  as  disclosed  by  his  report,  and  also  to  the  signal  success  of 
his  administration,  as  portrayed  by  the  peace,  harmony,  and  blooming 
prosperity  prevalent  among  the  Craft,  and  to  bespeak  for  him  your 
affectionate  gratitude." 

Loyal  L.  Mnnn,  Representative  of  British  Columbia 
was  at  his  post. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  accorded  frater- 
nal recogtiition. 

R.  W.  Adlai  K.  Stevenson,  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  was  installed  as  Grand  Orator. 

Iveturns  show  membership,  June  30th,  1895,  to  be 
50,727. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bvo.  Joseph  Uobbins, 
and  needless  to  say  that  it  ranks  amongst  the  best  in  every 
respect.  No  conception  as  to  its  scope  and  its  utility  to  the 
Grand  Lo<lge  of  Illinois,  as  well  as  to  Masonic  literature 
can  be  had,  unless  seen  or  read.  We  hope  Bro.  Kol»biiis  will 
be  long  spared  to  continue  the  grand  work. 

British  Columbia  for  1893-4  are  included. 

I  may  state,  Hro.  Robl>ins,  that  the  Committee's  report 
on  '*  Ritual  "  (1893)  was  adopted.  Thanks  for  your  kind 
and  encouraging  remarks. 

"  The  hope  expressed  by  us  in  our  report  of  189H  that  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  Past  Grand  Master  Marcus  Wolfe  to  the  chairmanship  of 
the  committee  on  corre8ix)ndence  the  obstacles  that  had  stood  m  the  way 
of  a  reportwould  somehow  be  overcome,  has  been  realized.  He  presents 
a  disoriminating,  well  considered  report  (110  pp.)  which  must  prove  of 
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great  value  as  well  as  interest  to  the  Craft  of  Britisn  Columbia.    Illinois 
for  1892  receives  fraternal  notice," 

M.    W.   OWKN  SfOTT, 

Grand  Master^  IJloomincrton. 

R.  W.  J.  II.  C.  Dir  L, 

Grand  Secretary,,  Blcnoininjrton. 

57th  Annual,  Cliica^o,  l«t  Tuesday  October,  1806. 

:o: 

Indiana 

gONSPIClTOUS  is  tlie  portraiture  of  two  of   tlie  distin- 
guislied  of  Indiana   Masonry,   in   the  volume  of  Pro- 
ceedings of  1805,  hein^  those  of  Brothers    Frank  E. 
Gavin,  (Trand  Master,  and  AVilliam  II.  Sniytho,  Grand  Secre- 
tary.    It  is  next  to  a  personal  acquaintanceship. 

At  the  Annual,  fou»'  hundred  and  sixty-seven  Lodtres 
were  represented,  and  thirteen  Past  (jrand  Masters  graced 
the  occasion  with  their  presence.  This  shows  the  growth  of 
the  Order  in  seventy- seven  years,  from  a  nucleus  of  nine 
Lodges. 

The  address  of  Brother  (iavin  is  of  excellent  form  and 
instructive  ;  his  retrospect  : 

"  As  I  stand  before  you,  my  thoughts  recur  to  the  first  Grand  Lodge 
which  I  attended,  eigliteen  years  ago.  Then  our  numbers  were  being 
depleted.  We  were  overwhelmed  with  debt ;  our  property  was  mort- 
gaged to  the  utmost  limit,  and  we  were  pressed  by  a  large  Heating  debt 
beside.  Discouragement  and  dissatisfaction  appeared  on  every  hand. 
A  few  undismayed  and  determined  souls  bore  aloft  the  standard ,  and 
the  great  body  of  the  Craft  followed,  although  ofttimes  with  doubtings  and 
misgivings,  until  at  last  the  burden  was  lifted,  and  for  several  years  the 
way  has  been  easy  before  uh.  All  honor  to  those  brave  leaders,  to  the 
faithful  Craftsmen  to  whose  patient  toil  and  labor  we  are  so  largely  in- 
debted for  our  present  condition." 

In  reply  to  a  communication  from  another  jurisdiction, 
com])laininji;  of  th(^  acce[)tance  of  an  applicant,  who  had 
been  twice  rejected  in  one  year,  prior  tw  his  removal  into 
Indiana,  brother  (iavin  used  these  words  : 

"  This  (Jrand  Lodge  is  the  highest  authority  in  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  within  the  State  of  Indiana. 
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This  Grand  Lodge,  many  years  ago,  by  its  General  Regulations, 
fixed  the  period  of  residence  reiiuisite  to  entitle  a  Lodge  to  receive  a 
petition,  and  also  prescribed  the  limit  of  time  within  which  one  Lodge 
should  receive  a  petition  from  one  who  had  been  rejected  by  another 
Lodge. 

The  doctrine  that  a  rejection  by  one  Lodge  operates  ip.so/artn  as  a 
rejection  by  all,  meets  with  no  favor  in  Indiana.  I  am  by  no  means 
satisfied  that  the  rejection  of  an  applicant  necessarily  signifies,  as  you 
would  seem  to  regard  it,  that  the  applicant  is  unworthy  to  become  a 
Mason.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  quite  sure  that  many  men,  honest,  up- 
right and  honorable,  are  rejected  simply  because  they  are,  for  some  satis- 
factory reason, //crsowM  non  grata,  to  some  member  of  the  Lodge.  Be 
that,  however,  as  it  may,  and  conceding  that  the  rejection  implies  per- 
sonal unfitness,  we  have  not  in  this  jurisdiction  been  taught  to  consider 
the  doctrine  of  eternal  damnation  as  holding  good  in  Masonry. 

On  the  contrary,  we  early  learned  that  there  might  be  both  repent- 
ance and  reformation.  Whether  there  has  been  such  a  change  in  u  man's 
character  as  will  entitle  him  to  admission  into  a  Masonic  Lodge  may,  as 
it  seems  to  me  as  a  general  rule,  be  best  determined  by  those  among 
whom  he  has  lived  during  the  period  of  his  reformation,  rather  than  by 
those  who  only  knew  him  in  the  former  days  of  his  unworthiness." 

Opposed  to  competitive  competition  for  disphiy,  witli 
the  orders  of  modernism,  in  tlie  public  eye,  his  refusals  us- 
sumed  the  following  : 

"I  have  been  called  upon  repeatedly,  both  last  year  and  during  the 
present  year,  to  rule  that  it  was  not  permissible  for  Masonic  Lodges  to 
turn  out  to  attend  church  or  for  Fourth  of  July  or  Decoration  Day 
services.  In  so  holding  I  have  followed  the  decisions  of  all  my  predeces- 
sors, and  the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment  as  well.  Such  services  are  in 
no  sense  of  the  word  Masonic,  and  by  our  law,  by  which  we  must  be 
governed.  Masonic  processions  are  limited  to  Masonic  occasions.  Masonry 
need  not  now  proclaim  the  patriotism  of  her  sons.  Love  of  country  has 
ever  been  a  characteristic  of  Masons.  Of  the  sturdy  patriots  of  1770, 
who  dared  to  do  and  die  for  their  country's  cause,  who  freely  gave  their 
own  lives  that  their  children  might  bo  free,  Masons  stood  among  the 
foremost.  A  long  line  of  Masons,  including  Waahiugttjn,  La  Fayette, 
Warren  and  Jackson,  and  nearly  all  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, attests  the  patriotism  of  our  OriJer." 

His  illustration  on  ]\ras(jnic  obligations  of  relief: 

"The  duty  to  extend  Masonic  relief  pertains,  primarily,  I  apprehend, 
to  the  Mason  individually  and  personally,  rather  than  to  tlie  members 
of  a  liodge  collectively.  When  the  Lodges  undertake  the  dispensation  of 
Masonic  charity  they  do  so,  doubtless,  as  a  matter  of  (lonvrnience  to  the 
members.  I  know  of  no  limitation  upon  the  oi)ligati()n  to  render  assist- 
ance which  limits  the  duty  to  give  it  or  the  right  to  ask  it  to  members  of 
one's  own  Lodge." 

True,  delegated  charity  may,  in  some  cases,  have  become 
a  necessity,  but  the  exercise  of  individual  charity  makes 
pregnant  the  lieart  with  deeds  (►f  goodness,  in  the  very  im- 
age of  the  Great  Creator. 
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From  the  thirty  decisions  rendered,  these   two  are  pre- 
sented : 

"  I  was  asked  if  the  name  '  The  Masonic  Investment  Company ' 
might  be  used  in  a  business  venture  with  my  consent.  I  answered  that 
I  could  not  consent  thereto.  On  furtlier  consideration  of  this  question, 
I  am  more  and  more  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  name  '  Masonic '  or 
'  Masons '  snould  not  be  applied  to  any  company  or  corporation  organ- 
ized for  any  business  purpose,  whether  it  be  ordinary  investment,  life  or 
accident  insurance,  or  what  you  will. 

Lodge  may  not  initiate  an  applicant  who  has  lost  a  leg  or  a  foot,  a 
band  or  arm  or  the  right  thumb." 

£xcerj)ta  from  the  conclusion  of  his  address  : 

"  The  man  who  is  a  true  Mason,  should  be,  by  reason  of  his  Masonry, 
better  equipped  for  filling  with  credit  whatever  station  in  life  he  may 
be  called  to  occupy.  Whatever  may  be  his  relations  to  his  fellows,  in 
whatever  capacity  he  may  serve  them,  the  lessons  of  Masonry  should 
give  him  a  keener  sense  of  honor,  a  quicker  perception  of  duty,  a  stronger 
desire  to  wrong  no  man.  They  should  awaken  in  his  heart  that  fidelity 
to  trust  which  is  unalterable.  They  should  broaden  his  mind,  enlarge 
his  heart,  give  him  new  capacities  and  greater  capabilities  for  good. 
These  qualities  of  Masonry  are  not  simply  to  be  laud  ^.  and  praised  in 
orations  and  on  public  occasions.  They  are  not  to  be  mere  ticklers  of 
our  vanity  which  shall  send  a  momentary  glow  to  our  hearts  in  the 
enthusiasm  of  great  gatherings.  They  should  be  living,  forceful  reali- 
ties,, entering  into  our  daily  lives,  governing  our  every-day  conduct  with 
oui  fellows.  Many  of  us,  indeed,  fall  short  of  attaining  to  this  hi«h 
standard,  but  never,  I  believe,  has  there  been  a  time  when  more  true 
men  were  earnestly  striving  to  accomplish  this  highest  mission  of  specu- 
lative Freemasonry. 

Nor  tongues  nor  climates,  nor  oceans  nor  iceberg,  nor  mountain  nor 
wilderness  have  been  able  to  set  any  confine  upon  Masonry.  Over  them 
all  and  beyond  them  all  she  sends  her  sweet  spirit  of  Chanty  and 
Brotherly  Love.  Oa  the  mountains,  implanted  on  Egypt's  burning 
sands,  more  than  thirty  centuries  ago.  Masonic  emblems  are  to  be  found 
cut  into  the  lasting  stone." 

Wliat's  in  a  name — "  Wild  Cat  Lodge  "  desired  to  re- 
move to  anotlier  place,  but  the  appendant  feline  name 
remained. 

The  consequence  of  objection  after  ballot  was  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  accepted. 

"  An  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  is  balloted  for  and  elected. 
Before  any  of  the  degrees  were  conferred,  an  objection  was  made  by 
a  member  of  the  Lodge  privately  to  the  Worshipful  Master  against  the 
conferring  of  tbe  degrees.  At  a  Bnbpequeut  stated  meeting  of  the  Lotlye 
the  Master  announced  the  fact  to  the  Lodge,  and  the  Secretary  made 
record  of  the  same,  as  required  by  the  Regulations.  Shortly  afterward 
the  brother  who  had  objected  notified  the  Worshipful  Master  that  he 
withdrew  his  objection.  It  is  contended  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  ob- 
jection leaves  the  candidate  elected  and  entitled  to  receive  the  degrees 
as  if  no  objection  had  been  made.    The  General  Regulations  on  the  sub^ 
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ject  provide  that  when  an  objection  is  made  to  the  Master  of  a  Lodge 
and  recorded  on  the  records,  it  shall  have  the  effect  of  a  negative  ballot, 
and  the  candidate  is  thereby  rejected. 

Your  committee  decide  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  objection  by  a 
brother  making  it  does  not  change  the  status  of  the  applicant,  and  he  is 
rejected  the  same  as  if  a  black  bnll  had  been  cast  against  him  in  the  first 
instance.  To  be  entitled  to  receive  the  degrees  he  must  make  applica- 
tion, be  recommended  by  two  members  of  the  Lodge,  his  application  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  and  if  the  ballot  be  unanimous  in  his  favor  and  no 
objection  is  entered  against  him,  the  degrees  may  be  conferred  upon 
him." 

The  Correspondence  report  was  written  by  Bro.  William 
Commons.     It  is  of  large  proportions. 

Anent  the  granting  of  a  dispensation  to  elect  one  as  Master 
not  qualified  by  service  as  Warden,  lie  says  : 

'*  Thus  was  the  '  prerogative '  used  to  set  aside  one  of  the  oldest '  land- 
marks '  and  permit  a  thing  to  be  done  which  the  old  Constitutions  say 
shall  not  be  done.  This  query  arises  :  Is  it  reverence  for  the  landmarks, 
or  expediency  and  regard  for  their  own  dignity,  that  mostly  actuates 
Grand  Masters  ?  We  do  not  now  recall  but  one  other  instance  where  a 
brother  was  elected  and  installed  Master  without  having  been  a  Warden. 
This  was  in  a  Lodge  where,  by  deaths  and  removals,  there  was  not  a  Past 
Master  or  Warden  left  among  the  membership.  A  young  brother  wns 
elected  and  installed  Master  who  had  not  been  three  weeks  a  Mason.  It 
was  done  of  necessity  and  without  dispensation,  and  perhaps  would  not 
have  been  generally  known  had  not  the  brother  himself  cited  the  in- 
stance, when  ruling  as  Grand  Master,  against  such  a  procedure." 

Impostors  and  dead-beat  experiences  : 

'•  For  twenty-one  years  we  have  been  in  position  in  our  home  Lodge 
to  meet  all  applicants  for  relief.  During  this  time  we  have  had  appli- 
cants from  almost  every  jurisdiction  under  the  sun,  and  have  been  im- 
posed upon  egregiously — but  not  of  late  years.  In  every  case  the  appli- 
cant has  been  traced,  when  he  could  be  traced,  and  in  every  case  but 
three  he  was  found  to  be  an  impostor.  Those  three  were  :  one  from 
Virginia,  one  from  Delaware,  and  one  from  St.  John's  Lodge,  in  Ireland, 
and  in  each  of  these  cases*  the  applicant  was  supplied  without  inquiry 
and  was  afterward  found  to  be  worthy.  Our  plan  is  to  hold  no  Masonic 
communication  with  the  applicflnt,  but  furnish  him  with  subsistence  at  a 
hotel  until  his  alleged  Lodge  can  be  communicated  with,  assuring  him 
that  upon  its  answer  he  will  be  relieved,  or  dealt  with  as  a  vagrant.  It 
has  never  cost  us  more  than  the  price  of  supper,  lodging  and  breakfast. 
If  he  is  drunk  at  the  time  of  applying,  which  is  frequently  the  case,  we 
at  once  decide  him  unworthy  and  advise  him  to  move  on,  to  avoid  arrest 
for  attempting  to  procure  money  under  false  pretenses.  This  may  seem 
severe,  but  charity  to  the  unworthy  is  an  offence  against  the  general 
body  cf  Masonry.    In  no  instance  have  we  slighted  a  worthy  brother." 

The  status  of  one  who  was  made  while  known  to  be 
resident  of  another  jurisdiction,  resulting  in  non- recognition 
on  his  return  home  from  his  visit,  calls  forth  this  strong  ut- 
terance : 
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"  It  is  true  that  his  making  was  irregular,  but  the  fault  was  not  his. 
His  sincerity  and  good  faith  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  as  soon  as  he 
learned  that  there  was  a  cloud  upon  his  Masonry,  he  submitted  the  facts 
in  the  case  to  Reno  Lodge.  He  was  irregularly  made  a  Mason,  but  he 
was  made  in  a  regular  Lodge.  Whosoever  is  made  a  Mason  iu  a  just  and 
lawfully  constituted  Lodge  of  Masons  is  a  regular  Mason,  and  is  entitled 
to  be  receive  I  and  acknowledged  as  such,  wheresoever  he  may  be,  unless 
the  right  has  been  forfeited  by  some  fault  of  his  own.  If  he  should  mis- 
represeiit  his  condition  at  the  time  of  his  application,  he  would  be  guilty 
of  an  oflFence  against  Masonry  for  which  he  could  be  disciplined." 

Perpetual  jurisdiction  lias  not  the  Brother's  favor  : 

"This  brings  up  again  ihe  doctrine  of  '  perpetual  jurisdiction,' which 
we  have  frequently  called  'wrong  in  theory  and  pernicious  in  action.' 
The  claim  that  it  is  a  *  landmark '  is  preposterous.  As  we  understand 
the  meaning  of  landmark,  it  is  a  universal  law.  If  so,  perpetual  juris- 
diction is  not  a  landmark  by  a  large  majority.  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty 
is  a  landmark,  and  Oregon  must  stand  convicted  of  an  attempted  viola- 
tion of  this,  as  well  as  of  No.  16  of  Mackey's  enumeration,  by  interfering 
with  the  business  of  another  Lodge.  The  law  of  perpetual  jurisdiction 
is  an  anomaly  and  should  have  no  place  in  Masonic  jurisprudence." 

Bro.  Edward  O'Rouke, 

Grand  Master. 

Bro.  William  H.  Smythe, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Indian  Teppitopy 

22nd  annual — ATOKA — 13th  august,  1895. 
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M.  W.  John  Coyle,  Grand  Master. 

ini  Keprosontative  not  reported  present.  Of  the  nine- 
teen reported  decisions,  I  Und  of  interest  and  new, 
these: — 


1.  A  brother,  who  is  a  Fellow  Craft,  lost  one  joint  of  the  first 
finger  and  two  joints  of  the  second  finger  of  his  right  hand.  Would  this 
debar  him  from  being  made  a  Master  Mason? 

No. 

i^.  Can  we  initiate  an  Indian  who  cannot  speak  or  understand  the 
English  language? 

Yes;  provided  you  have  a  good  interpreter. 

10.  Is  shaking  dice  for  cigars  and  running  a  barber  shop  on  Sunday 
a  Masonic  offence? 

Shaking  dice  for  cigars  is  certainly  a  Masonic  offence.  If  running  a 
barber  shop  on  Sunday  is  contrary  to  the  law,  it  is  also  a  Masonic  offence. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  CRAFT. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  I  believe  the  Lodges  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  There  are  sixty-three  active  Chartered  Lodges  and  nine 
U.  D.  The  returns  re;  ort  398  initiations,  342  passings,  and  327  raisings. 
Total  degrees  conferred,  1,066.  Total  membership,  2,568;  a  gain  over 
last  year  of  375,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  one  Lodge,  Ross,  No.  15, 
has  become  defunct,  and  one,  Hartshorne,  No.  47,  has  had  its  charter 
arrested  and  hence  no  returnSj'.and.  indeed,  no  returosfrora  Dixie,  No.  51. 
Of  the  active  chartered  Lodges,  13  report  a  loss  in  membership,  caused 
probably  by  dimissions  to  organize  new  Lodges;  49  report  a  gain,  and 
3  the  same  number  as  last  year.  Only  one  Lodge  has  complained  of  the 
per  capita  dues. 

PROPOSITION  FROM  WISCONSIN. 

The  following  proposition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  was 
considered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  a  vote  of  non-concurrence  was 
adopted : 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  member&  in  dis- 
tress, wherever  they  may  be.  In  case  of  its  inability  so  to  do,  this  duty 
devolves  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  it  holds  its  Charter.  It 
being  understood  that  in  no  case  is  the  Lodge  furnishing  relief  and  ask- 
ing reimbursement  to  go  beyond  actual  necessity,  without  express  au- 
thority from  the  reimbursing  body. 

PROPOSITION  PROM  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  overture  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  in  respect  to 
jurisdiction  over  persons  rejected  for  initiation,  and  over  Entered  Ap- 
prentices and  Fellow  Crafts  petitioning  for  advancement  in  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  wes  also  carefully  considered  and  a  vote  of  non-concurrence 
was  carried. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Morrow, 
R.  W.  Grand  Secretary.  Britisli  Columbia  for  1894  lias 
favorable  review. 

Bro.  Morrow  says  under  Britisli  Columbia:  "We  notice 
several  dispensations  were  granted  '  to  wear  regalia  at  public 
divine  service.'  '  There  is  a  time  and  place  for  everything; 
the  place  and  time  to  wear  Masonic  regalia  is  not  at  public 
divine  service.'  " 

Where,  Bro.  Morrow,  is  the  difference  between  wearing 

regalia  to  attend  Divine  Service,  which  is   (in   my   opinion) 

Masonic  labor,  and  wearing  regalia  to  a  IVFasonlc  fnneral,  or 

laying  a  corner  stone,  both  of  which  are  done  in   ''  Public"'^ 

Please. 

M.  W.  John  Coyle, 

re-elected  Grand  Master. 

R.    W.  J.   S.   MOKROW, 

re-elected  Gravid  /Secretary. 
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M.  W.  Liberty  Eaton  Fellows^  Grand  Muster, 
dlWO  in  liis  opoiiiiig  remarks  5aid  :  — 


"We  meet  under  circumstances  so  liighly  favourable  as  to 
call  forth  from  each  heart  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude  to 
our  Supreme  Ruler,  who  has  vouchsafed  to  us  so  great  a  measure  of 
health,  prosperity  aad  happine^?  as  have  come  to  the  people  of  our 
loved  Iowa. 

Returns  show  26,103  inenil»er8,  a  net  gain  for  tJie  year 
of  1,051. 

No  Rulings  are  recorded. 

This  statement  by  the  Grand  Master  speaks  well — 

"  We  should  endeavour  to  be  fully  abreast  with  the  times,  and  ours 
should  be  in  the  front  rank  among  the  Grand  Jurisdictions.  For 
Masonry  in  Iowa  the  future  is  full  of  promise.  During  the  two  years  I 
have  served  you  in  my  present  capacity  there  has  been  scarcely  a  ripple 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  which  has  prevailed.  No  occasion 
has  arisen  to  suspend  a  charter,  uiscipliue  a  Lodge,  or  issue  an  edict." 

The  ''  Grand  Old  Man  "  Parvin  submitted  his  51st 
report  as  Grand  l:H'('retary  and  46th  as  Grand  Librarian,  which 
are  up  to  as  high  a  standard,  as  is  the  tout  ensemble  of  all 
Iowa's  proceedings,  the  Lil)rary  and  Museum  of  Iowa  being 
the  finest  in  America,  and  under  the  especial  care  of  Bro. 
Parvin.     A  beautiful  photograph  of  the  building  appears. 

Bro.  Parvin  writes  about 

DUTIES   HOW   PERFORMED. 

"  In  my  long  experience  as  a  Mason  and  as  a  Grand  OflBcer  I  have 
always  endeavored  to  perform  my  duties  in  a  conscientious  manner  and 
for  the  good  of  my  brethren  ;  I  have  ever  sought  to  make  the  base  line 
both  of  my  motives  and  my  actions  that  of  honesty;  I  have  alivays 
shunned  that  expediency  which  permits  wrong  to  be  done  that  right 
may  come  of  it ;  it  has  no  place  in  my  Masonic  Action  and  should  never 
have  in  that  of  others  any  more  than  in  the  code  of  morals.  In  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  I  have  on  many  occasions  antagonized  those 
who  mpy  have  had  other  motives  of  action  ;  I  regarded  their  action  as 
adverse  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  While  I  could  have 
wiahed  to  pass  through  life  retaining  the  good-will  of  all  men,  I  have 
much  preferred  the  satisfaction  of  my  own  conscience  rather  than  the 
temporary  applause  of  my  fellow-men.  £  have  received  much  at  the 
hands  of  my  brethren,  for  which  I  am  truly  thankful. 
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If  my  labors  have  contributed,  to  some  extent  at  least,  in  estab- 
lishing the  fair  fame  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  creatiug  and  building  up 
its  great  library,  then  when  all  else  is  gone  I  can  safely  trust  to  them  as 
the  monument  that  shall  testify  to  the  value  of  my  services. 

It  was  said  of  Patroclus,  one  of  Homer's  heroes,  that  he  got  more 
honour  from  the  struggle  of  his  fellow-heroes  over  his  dismantled  body 
than  could  have  come  to  him  by  the  most  unanimous  of  funerals.  It 
may  be  that,  like  him,  honours  which  some  have  r^.enied  the  living  may 
be  reserved  only  for  the  dead,  for  1  believe  that — 

*    *    •    *    Luve  outlives  the  hate  of  men  and  peace  is  born  of  God.' 

For  it  cannot  be  said  of  me,  as  has  been  said  of  but  very  few  indeed 
who  have  rendered  much  service  to  the  public,  that — 

'HE  HAS  NO  ENEMIES.' 

'  He  has  no  enemies  yoa  say  ? 

My  friend,  yoar  boast  is  poor ; 
He  who  has  mingled  in  the  fray 

Of  duty  that  the  brave  endure. 
Must  have  made  foes. 
If  he  has  none, 

Bmall  is  the  work  he  has  done ; 
If  he  has  hit  no  traitor  on  the  bip, 
He  has  cast  no  cup  from  perjured  lip, 
He  has  never  turned  the  wrong  to  rit;ht. 
He  has  been  a  coward  in  the  fight.'  ' 

Bro.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe  presented  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  B.  C.  for  1894,  included  and  lias  extensive 
rewiew,  of  our  report  he  says  : 

"  Most  Worshipful  Marcus  Wolfe  again  appears  in  the  role  of  cor- 
respondent, filling  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pages  wisely  and  in- 
structively. He  is  rapidly  acquiring  the  swing  of  success,  and  his 
brethren  will  do  themselves  as  well  as  their  honored  Past  Grand  Master 
injustice,  if  they  do  not  carefully  read  his  stimulating  pages." 

The  report  of  Iowa  is  complete  in  all  its  details,  even  an 
index  for  the  more  important  topics,  and  on  the  whole  a 
valuable  volume.     We  must  compliment  Bro.  Coxe  again. 

G.  W.  Ball, 

M.    W.  Grand  Master,  Iowa  City, 

T.  S.  Pakvin, 

R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Cedar  Rapids, 

53rd  Communication,  Boone,  'ind  June,  1896. 
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Ireland 

HE  published  pamphlets  issued  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
do  not  contain  a  great  deal  of  information  outside  of 
financial  statements. 
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The  officers  for  1890  are : 

Ills  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn, 

M.  W\  Grand  Master. 

KioHT  Hon.  Lord  Castletown, 

a.  W.  Grand  Secretart/. 

Office  :  Freemasons'  Hall,  Moleswortii  St.,  Dublin. 

1009  l.odges  on  the  Register. 

R.  W.  F.  V.  ('russle,  M.D.  is  our  Representative. 


:o:- 


i^ansas 

4-OtII    annual WICHITA 19tH    FEBRUARY,    1890. 


M.  W.  James  If.  JfcCall^  Grand  Master,  Presiding. 

©ITR  Representative,  W.  Bro  A.  II.  Connell,  present.    No 
j)re8ent  or  past  Grand  Officers  have  been  "  cut  down 
by  the  all  devouring  Scythe  of  Time. "     Nothing  iias 
occurred  to  !nar  the  peace  and  harmony   between   this  and 
other  jurisdictions  in  correspondence. 

Seven  decisions  reported  involve  nothing  but  of  local 
interest.  Returns  show  19,185  members.  The  reporc  of 
Special  Comnuitee  as  to  the  '*  Wisconsin  Proj)osition  fur 
Masonic  Relief"  concluded  their  report,  which  was  adopted. 

"  We  also  recogni/o  tbo  fnot  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  re- 
lieve the  distress  of  «ind  care  for  its  indigents  or  afflicted  members  ;  but 
wo  believe  that  the  obli^aiion  ceases  there.  If  a  Lodge  well  able  finan- 
cially t)  reinnburse  a  foreign  Lodge  for  an  expenditure  in  behalf  of  a 
distressed  member  should  refuse  to  do  8o  upon  a  proper  demand,  some 
kind  cc  discipline  should  be  administered.  In  this  connection  we  ex- 
press our  agreement  with  th«  recent  Masonic  Congress  held  in  Chicago  ; 

*'  That  the  brethren  of  Lodges  granting  such  aid  are  not  entitled  to 
demand  roimburseniirnt  from  the  Lodges  in  which  the  beneficiaries  hold 
membership,  but  that  when  a  member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by 
another,  and  the  financial  situation  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit, 
connium  courtesy  nud  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reimburse  a 
Lodge  relieving  ita  members.  " 
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We  cannot  help  but  conclude  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  open  the  way  for  an  innovation,  if  it  would  not  primarily  be  such. 
The  plan  of  Masonic  charity,  that  i.^,  the  manner  of  its  dissemination 
and  the  obligation  of  brother  to  brother,  may  be  termed  a  landmark,  and 
anything  tending  toward  its  removal  or  mat-erial  change  should  be  con- 
sidered very  critically.  While  it  is  true  that  Masonry  is  a  charitable 
institution,  its  charity  is  not  given  like  that  of  any  other  fraternity.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  the  dollars  and  cents  of  return  for  the  dollars  and 
cents  invested.  The  only  thing  that  gauges  Masonic  charity  is  worth- 
iness coupled  with  need,  and  this  considered  with  the  ability  of  the, 
donor.  It  is  not  an  institution  in  which  by  the  payment  of  a  stipulated 
sum  in  dues  the  member  knows  just  how  much  he  will  receive  in  "  bene- 
fits "  when  disabled.  I'  such  a  thing  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
Masonic  Institution,  Masonry  would  cease  to  be  Masonry,  and  sink  to 
the  level  of  modern  charitable  associations,  in  which  for  a  specified  in- 
vestment there  is  a  stipulated  monetary  return. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  proposition  be  rejected. 

Fraternally  submitted, 


WILLIAM  DIXON, 
A  H.  ROBY, 
F.  S.  PORTER, 


Committee. 


Tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  as  to 
the  qucBtion  of  recognition  of  tlie  Gran  Dieta  Simboliea  of 
the  United  States  of  Mexico,  was  adopted. 

"  From  the  foregoing  your  committee  would  summarize  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Symbolic  Lodges  of  Mexico  entered  into  the  organization 
and  formation  of  the  Gran  Dieta,  and  the  latter  was  duly  and  regularly 
organized  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Body  over  the  Symbolic  degrees  of 
Masonry  within  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Mexico,  in  February,  1890. 

2.  The  charges  made  against  the  Gran  Dieta  as  a  sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  are  shown  never  to  have  been  true  as  to  its  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  and  it  has  by  solemn  enactment  decreed  that  the  Holy  Bible, 
square  and  compass  should  be  used  on  all  Masonic  altars  in  theSymlK)lic 
Lodges  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  that  all  charters  held  by  so-called 
women  Lodges  be  at  once  withdrawn,  and  no  recofMition  of  women  as 
Masons  ever  be  made. 

3.  We  also  find  that  practical  recognition  'las  been  given  to  the 
Gran  Dieta  by  American  Masons  residing  or  sojourning  in  Mexico,  and 
that  American  visitors  to  Mexican  Lodges  find  the  work  to  be  practically 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Lodges  of  the  United  States  ;  that  the  recognition 
of  the  Gran  Dieta  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  has  been  productive  of 
n  better  feeliug  of  amity  between  the  two  jurisdictions  ;  tliat  recognition 
has  als  »  been  formally  made  of  the  Gran  Dieta  by  tiie  Grand  Lodges  of 
New  York  and  North  Dakota,  and  that  the  (iraod  liodge  of 
Missouri,  by  advising  its  subordinate  Toltec  Lodge,  No.  6'20,  to  accept  a 
charter  from  the  Gran  Dieta,  has  in  tlie  most  imprepsive  manner  certi- 
fied to  its  legitimacy  and  legnlarity,  and  borne  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
it  regarded  and  considered  the  Gran  Dieta  a  body  of  character  and 
Btnbility,  and  entitled  to  tlie  allegiance  of  all  the  Symbolic  Lodges  with- 
in its  jurisdiction.  We  also  find  from  the  testimony  of  Masons  known 
to  us  that  the  "  good  of  Masonry  "  demunds  that  we  extend  u  helping 
hand  to  our  brethren  of  Mexico. 
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nii. 


We  tliereiore  recommend  that  the  Grand  Symbolic  Diet  of  the  United 
States  of  Mexico  be  duly  recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  accordance 
with  our  usual  custom  in  such  matter.  " 

Re])ort  on  Correspondence  is  l)y  Bro.  M.  M.  Miller; 
British  Columbia  for  1895  is  accorded  more  than  passing 
notice,  our  proceedings  being  exliaustively  reviewed;  con- 
(;luded  witii: — "  Sliall  look  for  the  next  report  from  Britiidi 
Columbia  with  interest." 

Tlie  report  throughout  shows  Bro.  Miller  to  be  a  Masoii 
of  o;reat  ability  and  of  vast  research.  We  should  like  to 
quote  more  copiously;  however,  a  report  like  his  must  be 
read  to  be  appreciated. 

M.  W.  Chiles  C.  Coi.eman, 

Grand  Master,  Clay  Center. 

It.  W.  Aluert  K.  Wilson, 

Grand  Secretary,  Topeka. 

Sal  ilia  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  Feb- 
ruary ITth,  181)7. 

:o: 


Kentucky 

9()TII      ANNUAL        LOUISVILI-E IStH     OCTOMEK,    18^5. 


M.  W.  [I.  11.  Holeitian^  Grand  Master. 

*'  OUR   DEAD. 

|5\UUING  (he  year  the  grim  reaper  has  walked  throughout  the  length 
l<S/  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  with  icy  Augers  has  be(!koneil  some  of 
the  best  and  noblest  of  our  Craft  to  that  "  undiscovered  country 
from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns."  The  Committee  on  Necrology 
will,  ill  a  proper  manner,  direct  your  attention  to  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  Order  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions,  and  suggest  suitable  action  in 
regard  thereto. 

FOKKION    KKLATIONS. 

It  is  with  profound  pleasure  that  I  iuform  you  Ihat  nothing  has 
occurred  during  my  term  of  office  tt)  mar  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Craft.  Some  (luestions  there  are,  it  is  true,  on  which  all  are  not  agreed, 
but  such  questions  have  been  treated  in  the  true  Masouic  spirit,  and 
which  portends  a  continuance  of  close  fraternal  relations  among  Grand 
.liirisdiciions  without  contention.  Where  agreement  iuis  been  found 
impossible,  a  fraternal  disagreement,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  fraternal 
consideration,  prevails." 
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Of  the  twenty-one  reported  decisions  I  find  the  follow- 
ing new  in  my  time  : — 

"  16.  The  law  requires  the  ballot  spread  the  seconi  time  when  ouly 
one  black  ball  is  crfst.  It  also  allows  the  member  casting  the  black  ball 
to  withdraw  same  publicly  by  the  second  stated  meeting  thereafter.  A 
black  ball  was  so  withdrawn  but  later  than  the  second  stated  meeting 
arter  it  was  cast,  and  the  candidate  was  initiated.  Held  -The  candidate 
is  not  supposed  to  kuow  the  law,  and  having  acted  in  good  faith  and 
having  been  initiated  in  a  regular  lodge,  he  is  a  regular  Mason." 

This  may  he  a  very  just  enactment,  hnt  I  qnestion  its 
expediency,  as  there  mitrht  he  pressure  hroucrht  to  hear  on  a 
Brother  to  alter  his  first  vote  ajxainst  his  moral  inclination. 

Bro.  H.  B.  Grant,  for  the  Special  (Vunniittee  on  "  Dis- 
cipline of  a  Master,"  read  the  following  report  (which  was 
adopted)  : — 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kcnlnckjj. 

The  Special  Committeo  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master's  address  touching  the  discipline  of  a  Master, 
respectfully  report : 

The  prevailing  opinion  appears  to  be  in  harmony  with  our  Kentucky 
laws,  namely,  that  the  subordinate  Lodge  has  no  power  to  try  its  Master 
for  any  offense,  however  heinous,  during  his  '  i  m  .)f  office,  because  he 
should  be  tried  by  his  peers  !    Not  much  "  me*  >  upon  the  level  "  in  that. 

The  question  has  been  brought  before  the  Grand  I/>dge  on  many 
occasions,  but  no  satisfactory  solution  has  ever  been  reached.  More 
than  aquarier  of  a  century  ago  Maiue,  Massachusetts,  Wisconsin  and 
Mississippi  authorized  five  members,  or  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
to  impeach  the  Master  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  who  was  tried  before 
the  succeeding  (Jrand  Ljdge.  North  Carolina  provided  for  three  m»  m- 
bers  to  prefer  charges.  Georgia  provided  for  a  trial  by  a  commission  of 
predent  or  Past  Masters.    Other  Grand  Lodges  had  similar  provisions. 

Your  committee  heartily  concurs  in  the  suggestions  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  respectfully   recommends  that  the  foj 
lowing,  as  regulations,  be  adopted  : 

It  shall  be  competpnt  for  three  members  of  a  Lodge  to  prefer 
charges  against  the  Mjister  thereof.  When  the  charges  are  submitted 
to  the  (irand  Master  and  the  alleged  offense  is  'ieemed  by  him  to  be  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  rj<iuire  action,  he  shall  appoint  a  commission  of 
three  or  five  present  and  Past  Masters  to  take  the  evidence  for  and 
Jigainst  the  accused.  The  first  named  on  said  commission  shall  act  as 
Chaintuin  and  the  last  named  as  Secretary,  The  Commission  shall  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  practicable  as  a  committee  in  ordinary  Indge  trial,  with 
power  to  summon  witnesse.s,  anil  shall  promptly  submit  its  report  and 
-^eoord  to  the  Grand  Master  with  re(!ommeudations. 

The  (irand  Master  may  approve,  revise  or  modify  the  tindiuge  of  the 
Commission,  and  his  action  sliall  be  final,  subject  to  ai)peul. 
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Steps  were  taken  at  this  coininniiicatioTi  for  tlie  proper 
celebration  of  the  "Centennial  xVnniversary  "  of  this  Juris- 
diction in  1899. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  prepared  by  W,  W. 
Chirke,  PXt.M.,  and  ranks  well  to  the  front. 

Britisli  Colunil)ia  does  not  appear.  No  doubt  it  was 
not  received  in  time. 

Frank  C.  Gekakd, 

Grand  Master,  JJowling  Green. 

II.  B.  Grant, 

Grand  Seerctarij^  LonisviUe. 


:o:- 


Iiouisiana 

THE  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  came 
in  a  most  presental)le  form,  bearing  tlie  Craft-mark  of 
Grand  Secretary  Richard  Lambert. 

Grand  Master  George  II.  Packwood  presided  over  tlie 
deliberations  at  the  eighty-third  (communication,  and  on  be- 
half of  the  brethren  of  Louisiana  extended  a  cordial  welcome 
and  Masonic  greeting  to  the  meml)ers. 

It  appears  strange  to  meet  with  the  following  resolution  : 
"That  all  Lodges  who  have  made  returns  and  paid  dues  to 
date  be  allowed  representation.  "  It  covers  more  gronnd 
])robably  than  is  seen  on  the  surface,  for  if  the  subordinates, 
in  the  condition  mentioned,  have  not  a  constitutioiuil  right 
to  be  present,  it  would  be  hard  to  find  of  what  the  (fraud 
Body  could  be  composed. 

In  strong  language  the  (irand  Master  in  his  address 
depicts  the  sufferings  and  apprehensions  of  the  world  with- 
out, ami  says  such  things  are  checks  to  nuin's  vain  boastitigs 
and  presumj)tion — '' that  success  nuiy  not  beconui  arrogance 
and  ha])piness  may  not  be  lost  in  selfishness.  ■" 
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A  feature  that  claims  particular  attention  is  the  Louis- 
iana Relief  Lodge,  evidently  a  measure  to  prevent  imposition 
upon  the  individual  Lodges,  and  in  practice  in  other  juris- 
dictions, locally,  under  other  names.  This  seems  to  he  a 
State  hody,  in  which  all  Lodges  and  members  can  contribute 
of  their  substance  in  a  general  charity.  The  grand  Master 
suggests  such  appropriation  to  this  purpose  as  the  finances 
will  permit  and  uses  the  following  incitement  :  "  The  teach- 
ings of  Freemasonry  are  beautiful  in  themselves,  but  in  their 
application  are  sublime — let  your  conduct  test  your  belief  in 
them. "  That  the  system  does  not  work  with  entire  equity, 
and  such  arrangements  never  do,  may  be  found  in  the  closing 
sentence  of  the  Relief  Lodge  report :  "  We  most  reluctantly 
say  that  we  find  it  quite  inconsistent  in  non-contributing 
Lodges,  as  a  body,  or  by  any  individual  members  of  same,  to 
elude  their  duty,  when  applied  to  for  relief,  to  refer  such  ap- 
plicants to  this  body.  We  think  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  very 
ungenerous. " 

During  the  year  five  dispensations  for  the  installing  of 
now  Lodiies  were  issued. 

Brother  Fackwood,  in  a  circular,  recommended  the  ob- 
servance of  St.  John's  Day,  and  it  was  as  seed  falling  on  good 
ground.  There  is  an  increasing  disposition  manifesting  itself 
among  the  Craft  to  celebrate  this  day  as  a  festival,  and  it 
should  be  encouraged. 

One  of  the  District  De[)uties  wanted  to  know  if  he  could 
"open  and  conduct  the  business  of  a  Lodge  in  the  absence  of 
the  Master  and  Wardens,  "  and  was  answered  "  No.  " 

A  complaitit  that  a  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  was  making 
nu)re  than  five  ^faster  Masons  at  one  and  the  same  communi- 
cation was  deemed  of  importance  enough  to  counsel  with  the 
wise,  and  submit  the  conclusion  arrived  at  to  the  Committee 
on  flurisprudence,  who  ratilied  the  same  : 

"  The  questiou  ns  to  tlie  number  of  candidates  for  decrees  in  Masonry 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  Lod^e  and  have  the  decrees  conferred 
opon  them,  '<U  one  and  the  same  lime, '  as  expressed  in  some  old  liegula- 
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tions,  is  not  determined  by  '  ancient  usaf  es, '  nor  is  it  a  '  landmark ' 
'  Ancient  usages '  and  '  landmarks '  refer  to  matters  that  are  of  the  essence 
of  the  body  of 'Freemasonry '  which  permit  neither  'change'  nor  'in- 
novation ; '  the  question,  how  many  may  be  admitted  for  initiating,  pass- 
ing or  raising  at  the  same  time,  or  at  the  same  commiinicalion,  is 
matter  of  form  and  detail  and  may  be  the  subject  of  legislation. 

"  The  words  '  one  and  the  same  time, '  used  by  nearly  all  the  author- 
ites,  do  not  mean  '  at  the  s-ime  meeting, '  and  if  they  were  to  be  held  to 
constitute  an  ancient  usage  or  landmark,  I  would  hold  that  the  words 
mean  not  more  than^ve  persons  shall  be  introduced  into  the  Lodge  and 
have  the  degrees  conferred  on  them  together,  '  at  one  and  the  same  time, ' 
without  restricting  the  number  that  might  be  introduced  successively  at 
the  same  meeting.  While  it  is  true  that  the  Committee  on  Work  has, 
at  times,  given  the  above-quoted  expressions  a  strict  meaning,  there  has 
never  been  any  definite  legislation  on  the  question  in  this  jurisdiction, 
except  that  contained  in  Edict  42,  to  the  enforcement  of  which  the 
Grand  Master  was  expressly  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  its  last  Annual  (Jommunicalion,  to  the  effect  '  that  all  Lodges  are 
strictly  forbidden  to  confer  the  first  section  of  the^r*^  and  second  degrees, 
and  the^rs^  and  second  section  of  third  degrees  on  more  than  one  can- 
didate at  the  same  time. ' 

"  This  provision  is  ample  to  preserve  the  purity  and  dignity  of  the 
Work  of  the  Degrees,  and  imposes  the  only  restriction  on  the  Lodges  in 
this  jurisdiction,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  proceed  in  initi- 
ating, passing  or  raising  candidates. 

"  Subject  to  the  restrictions  and  conditions  of  this  Edict  only,  there 
.is  no  limitation  in  this  jurisdiction  as  to  the  number  of  candidates  upon 
whom  the  Lodges  may  confer  degrees  of  Masonry  successively,  at  one 
and  the  same  meeting. " 

The  restrictions  in  New  Jersey  are  tliat  hut  one  can  he 
received  and  oldigated  at  a  time,  the  impressive  dignity  of 
the  ceremonial  outl)ahinces  the  prosaic. 

The  policy  of  continuing  the  Representative  system,  so 
largely  considered  at  the  [)resent  time,  receives  tliis  illustra- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master  : 

"  I  never  witness  the  impressive  ceremony  of  our  reception  at  each 
Annual  Grand  Communication  without  feeling  that  I  am  in  a  manner  in 
the  presence  of  those  of  our  brethren  of  other  jurisdicti(ms  whom  they 
represent.  For  my  heart  feels  lifted  up  on  the  pure  and  spotless  wing  of 
Divine  inspiration-  -going  out  to  all  the  brethren  of  the  brotherhood  of 
Freemasons  of  tlie  world.  It  is  a  grand  ceremony,  and  there  certainly  is 
li  sentiment  of  brotherly  love  in  this  impressive  exchange  of  greetings 
whicli  alone  justifies  the  continuance  of  the  svstem.  Therefore,  I  think 
the  system  is  a  part  of  comity  and  fraternal  recognition  between  the 
Masonii!  Grand  Bodies  and  almost  esBontial  to  the  perpetuation  of  Free- 
masonry as  the  greatcht  and  most  exalted  brotherhood  among  the  races 
of  men.  " 

Elaborate  reports  appear  fron.  the  Grand  Secrt^tary, 
J)irector8  of  the  (irand  Lodge  Hall  and  (.-emetery.     A   hirge 
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Biim  was  applied  to  the  improvement  of  this  latter.  While 
taking  care  of  the  living,  Louisiana  fails  not  to  remember 
the  dead. 

The  acquisition  of  life-exemption  from   Grand   Lodge 
dues  is  not  availed  of  to  any  great  extent. 

It  was  sought  to  increase  the  fund  for  the  extinction  of 
the  Temple  indebtedness  by  the  compulsory  payment  of 
three  dollars  for  a  Grand  Lodge  diploma  by  each  Master 
when  raised,  but  this  and  other  plans  for  the  same  purpose 
were  laid  over.  Large  and  costly  l)uildings  for  Masonic  use, 
beyond  the  limit  of  the  present  abilities,  though  the  design 
on  the  trestle-board  may  appear  proportionate  and  receives 
sanction  of  the  Craft,  are  terrible  drags  on  the  fraternity,  and 
in  some  instances  defeat  tlie  object  of  the  undertaking  by  a 
bankrupt  ending.  New  Jersey  has  had  bitter  experience  in 
this  direction.  Even  the  Great  Temple  withstood,  compara- 
tively, but  a  few  years  the  forces  arrayed  against  it,  and  met 
its  doom.  The  strain  in  Louisiana  upon  its  Masons  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following,  found  in  the  Auditing  Com 
mittee's  report :  "  To  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  its  bonds  and  to 
avoid  default  on  its  interest  obligations,  the  Grand  Lodge 
cannot  now  afford  to  indulge  in  dispensing  charities  In 
ethics  it  cannot  give  in  charity  what  belongs  to  its  creditors. 
It  must  be  just  before  it  is  charitable.  "  To  be  deprived  of 
the  exercise  of  charity  is  indeed  serious,  not  alone  iti  its 
mundane  benison,  but  also  in  its  vibratory  mission  to  the 
great  beyond. 


A  motion  prohibiting  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  upon 
"  one  who  makes  it  his  business  to  sell  intoxicating  liij^uors 
as  a  beverage,  "  was  declared  lost. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  is  still  the  work  of  lirother 
John  Q.  A.  Fellows,  Past  Grand  Master,  who  has  the  gift  of 
imbuing  what  he  writes  with  his  personal  orthodoxy. 


_^j,-u..m^.  m.r. ,  .aii 
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Some  forty  years  ago  Brother  Fellows  was  Master  of  the 
Relief  Lodge  in  Louisiana,  and  appears  to  have  been  very 
near  the  father  of  the  "  first  of  its  kind  in  Masonry.  "  Its 
primal  object  appears  to  have  been  to  protect  the  Lodges 
against  imposition  from  Masonic  tramps,  as  well  as  to  form 
a  general  means  of  assistance  to  the  needy.  The  Brother 
says  : 

"  If  we  stated  that  all  Masonic  relief  should  be  purely  voluntary  con- 
tributions we  stated  what  we  did  not  intend.  That  most  of  it  bhould  be, 
we  still  insist  upon.  What  we  intended,  and  what  we  think  our  remarks, 
taken  as  a  whole,  clearly  show,  is,  that  Masonic  charity  should  not  be 
derived  wholly,  nor  even  for  a  moiety,  from  the  Lodge  funds.  Cases 
may  arise  that  call  for  such  immediate  assistance  that  Lodge  funds 
should  be  on  hand  to  some  extent  to  afford  temporary  relief,  and  some 
worthy  brother  may  have  made  an  endowment,  which  the  Lodge  ad- 
ministers. What  we  were  at,  in  what  we  said,  was  to  effectually  disabuse 
the  minds  of  the  brethren  that  their  contributions  as  dues  were  mainly 
for  charities,  to  be  dispensed  by  or  through  the  Lodge,  and  that  on  tbe 
payment  of  those  dues  their  obligations  to  calls  of  charity  ceased.  It 
was  to  combat  this  too  prevalent  idea,  derived  from  health  and  life  as- 
sociations, and  which  is  contrary  to  the  very  spirit  of  Freemasonry,  that 
we  wrote  and  now  continue  this  discussion.  " 

Fundamental  principles  and  landmarks  receive  the  fol- 
lowing illustrations  : 

"  We  must  still  insist  that  fundamental  principles  are  landmarks,  not 
all  fundamental  principles,  such  as  propositions  in  geometry,  or  physics  ; 
but  the  fundamental  principles  of  Masonry  are  :  Belief  in  God  is  a 
fundamental  principle,  and  is  one  held  as  such  by  Masons  in  all  time,  as 
fundamental  and  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  institution.  There  is 
no  law  requiring  it,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  but  the  belief  in  God 
is  fundamental,  and  we  cannot  see  the  distinction. 

"  His  landmark  No.  1  is  simply  a  definition  of  the  word  or  term  land- 
mark. This  definition  is  '  The  ancient  landmarks  of  Freemasonry  are 
the  immemorial  usages  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  Craft  and  are 
unchangeable.'  Stopping  with  the  word 'craft, '  the  definition  is  per- 
fect. '  Immemorial  usages, ' '  fundamental  principles  '—anything  else  is 
not  a  landmark.  The  word  immemorial  limits  the  usages,  fundamental 
the  principles.  This  definition  is  tht  touchstone  by  which  we  may  safely 
try  everything  that  is  asserted  or  claimed  to  be  a  landmark.  The  words, 
'  and  are  unchangeable, '  is  simply  an  axiom  and  needs,  indeed  admits  of, 
no  proof.  No  one  ever  asserted  that  a  real  landmark  could  be  lawfully 
changed ;  such  an  assertion  would  be  a  contradiction,  a  confusion  of  terms. 
There  was  no  need  of  the  citation  of  authorities  on  this  point. " 

"  We  have  heretofore  expressed  the  opinion  that  Grand  Lodges  can- 
not add  to  the  obligations  of  Masons,  by  any  new  requirement,  without 
violating  the  landmarks  and  changing  the  original  design  of  Freemason- 
ry, and  hence,  that  such  legislation  as  has  taken  place  in  general  juris- 
dictions on  the  saloim  question,  among  others,  is  not  binding  upon 
Masons  and  should  not  have  been  enacted.  As  far  back  as  1867  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  of  our  Grand  Lodge  reported, 
nd  its  report  was  adopted,  that  the  only  written  landmarks  ore  those 
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Id  the  '  Ancient  Charges, '  and  the  unwritten,  those  contained  in  the 
ceremonies  of  inititation  and  the  ties  which  bind  ns  together  as  Masons; 
nor  IS  it  proper,  by  legislation,  to  make  any  new  obligations,  with  penal- 
ties attached. " 

George  H.  Paokwood, 

Grand  Master. 

Richard  Lambert, 

Grand  Secretary. 

' :o: 

76th    annual PORTLAND 7tH    MAY,  1896. 
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M.  W.  Horace  IT.  Burhank^  Grand  Master. 

LFR  Representative  not  recorded  present. 
The  opening  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master's  address 
were  : — 


"  I  extend  a  cordial  greeting  to  each  and  all  present.  I  bid  you 
royal  welcome  to  this  annual  assembly.  I  congratulate  this  Qraud 
Body  upon  abundant  harmony,  satisfactory  increase  of  membership, 
present  prosperity,  and  apparently  bright  prospects  awaiting  the  Fra- 
ternity. 

We  do  well  to  be  grateful  to  oar  Father  for  a  continuance  of  life's 
blessings  for  another  year. 

'  Qod'a  bright  eternal  Btars  have  kept 
Their  faithful  watch  to  guard  our  feet, 
His  loving  eye  hath  never  slept 
Till  here  again  in  peace  we  meet. 

The  circling  months  have  filled  the  year 

With  countless  bleseings  as  they  fled, 
While  once  again  the  Craft  appear 

By  His  great  !ove  and  witsdom  led.' 

On  June  Ist,  next,  this  Grand  Lodge  will  have  numbered  seventy- 
five  years  of  existence,  reaching  a  milestone  of  which  we  are  to  take  note 
on  the  morrow.  I  will  not  anticipate  the  exercises  which  have  been 
assigned  for  that  day  ;  but  I  may  well  felicitate  the  Craft  upon  the 
attainment  which  these  seventy -five  years  have  brought  in  their  flight. 
The  journey  has  not  always  been  an  easy  or  pleasant  task  nor  the  road 
free  from  thorns.  In  the  distant  past  our  Order  encountered  violent 
opposition  aiid  its  faithful  members  met  persecution  and  obloquy;  but 
victory  at  last  crowned  their  patience  and  devotion.  Our  past  is  secure, 
and  we  should  not  forget  the  uebt  we  owe  to  our  Masonic  ancestors  for 
the  treasures  which  they  garnered  for  and  bequeathed  to  us.  Leaders 
in  a  time  when  it  cost  more  than  money  to  be  true  Mnsons,  they  merit 
our  best  tribute  of  esteem." 

Returns  show,  April  1st,  21,809  Masons,  an   increase  of 

245  for  the  year.     Of  the  si.x  decisions  recorded,  Nos.  1  and 
2  are  rather  extreme. 
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"  1.    It  is  not  permissible  for  ofiQcers  of  a  Lodge  to  wear  robes." 

"2.  A  Lodge  has  no  right  to  pay  out  of  its  treasary  the  expense  of 
its  annual  receptions,  the  principal  feature  of  which  is  dancing.  Nor  is 
it  Masonic  to  advertise  Masonry  in  that  manner,  or  any  other." 

Grand  Master  Burbank  concludes  his  address  with 
"  some  very  pointed  suggestions,"  and  submits  "  four 
thouglits "  for  individual  faithful  reflection.  They  are 
"Temperance,"  "  Brotherly  Love,"  "  Duty  to  God,"  "  Duty 
to  Country."     These  are  his  closing  remarks.  : — - 

"Indeed,  in  all  our  lines  of  Masonic  life  and  work,  let  us  prove  to 
our  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  that  our  Order  has  something  of  worth 
and  profit  to  men  and  women,  and  to  the  community  and  State. 

There  is  no  room  in  our  mystic  circle  for  the  intemperate,  the 
untruthful,  the  licentious,  the  profane.  We  should  not  have  our  good 
name  tainted  by  such  members.  The  world  has  naught  to  do  with  our 
secrets,  but  it  has  has  much  to  do  with  the  couduct  of  our  members. 

And  you  and  I  must  remember  the  element  of  personal  responsi- 
bility which  we  cannot  shirk  nor  shake  off ;  and  to  this  extent  are  we 
our  'brother's  keeper.'  Somebody  has  written:  'The  space  between 
what  a  man  is  and  his  ideal  is,  is  his  opportunity.' 

3Iasonic  tenets  place  before  us  a  grand  ideal  for  our  conduct.  How 
bebt  we  will  improve  our  opportunity  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
individual  effort.  True  Masonry  is  growth,  progress.  We  cannot  live 
on  the  bread  of  the  past  aloue.  While  loyally  conservative  of  our  land- 
marks, we  must  not  be  content  with  traditions.  Our  Order  must 
advance  to  greater  light ;  and  if  we  as  Masons  would  seek  the  deeper 
meaning  of  life,  and  be  judged  by  our  standard  before  mankind,  we 
must  not  be  dreamers,  idlers,  loiterers,  soldiers  on  parade,  but  must 
move  forward,  work,  strive,  tight.  Only  thus  are  good  results  attained 
and  character  acquired ;  only  thus  do  ideals  have  value,  and  symbols 
have  use  or  meaning.  Our  Institution  is  apparently  free  from  external 
danger  ;  have  we  hke  security  within  ? 

In  such  spirit,  dear  brethren,  improving  the  lessons  of  the  past, 
catching  the  inspiration  of  present  duty  and  future  possibility,  equipped 
with  the  invulnerable  armor  of  correct  personal  example,  let  us  labor  on 
in  this  unceasing  warfare  of  makiug  society  better  and  homes  more 
sacred,  making  better  husbands,  fathers,  sons,  brothers,  neighbors  and 
citizens,  of  dissolving  malice  and  hate,  and  of  supplanting  slander,  im- 
purity and  vice  with  fraternity,  sincerity,  virtue  and  truth.  When  we  fully 
appreciate  duty  and  possibility,  and  govern  our  word  and  deed  accord- 
ingly, then  in  truth  may  we  anticipate  the  fruition  of  our  Masonic 
dream,  the  true  solution  of  these  mystic  symbols,  disarm  criticism,  merit 
a  measure  of  approval  of  the  outer  world,  and  commend  our  work  as 
faithful  Craftsmen  to  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mew  Zealand  was  cordially  granted 
recognition. 

A    historical    address    by    P.G.M.    E.    P.   Burnham, 
"  Reminiscences    of   Early  Members  "  by  P.  G.  M.    Hiram 
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Chase,  "  Oration  "  by  P.G.M.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  inter- 
spersed with  music,  formed  the  programme  of  exercises  in 
celebration  of  tlie  75th  Aimiversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  all 
of  which  are  very  interesting.  The  oration  of  Hro.  Drum- 
mond was  especially  good  and  wish  we  had  space  to  repro- 
duce it,  but  you  all  know  what  Bro.  Drummond  does  can 
only  be  well  done. 

We  notice  that  under  the  laws  of  Maine  "  The  effect  of 
a  rejection  continues  five  years  and  no  longer." 

Keport  on  Correspondence  is  l)y  a  very  powerful 
"team,"  consisting  of  Bros.  Drummond,  Burnham  and 
Chase,  whose  labors  would  grace  any  Masonic  library.  It 
must  be  read  to  be  appreciated. 

British  Columbia  for  1894  has  its  usual  share  of 
fraternal  comment.  Of  our  F.  C.  Report  they  say  "Its 
mechanical  make  up,  as  well  as  style,  make  it  pleasant  read- 
ing. Bro.  Wolfe  is  so  chary  of  his  comments  that  he  gives 
brother  reviewers  very  few  texts  for  either  a  "  Song "  or 
"  Sermon." 

As  Representative  of  Maine  I  hereby  extend  tlie  warmest 
fraternal  greeting  from  British  Columbia  ({rand  Lodge,  to 
which  I  add  my  personal  admiration  for  your  grand  old 
jurisdiction. 

Augustus  B.   Farnham, 

Grand  Master. 

Stki'hkn  Berry, 

Grand  Secrctffrt/. 

77th  Annual,  Portland,  5tb  May,  189G. 
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20tII  annual WINNII'EG 12tH  JUNE,  1895. 


J/.  W.  Bro.  Thomas  Tweed.,  Grand  Master. 

THE  Grand  Master  did  not  deem  any  of  his  decisions  of 
sufficient  importance  to  submit  for  consideration  to 
Grand  Lodge. 
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OONDITTON  OP  THE  CRAFT. 

"  A  refereDce  to  the  several  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters,  shows  an  increase  of  membership  during  the  year.  The  pre- 
vaihng  Hnancial  depression,  however,  has  doubtless  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  many  worthy  men  from  seeking  admission  to  our  beloved 
institution.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  yet  we  have  the  knowledge  that 
our  membership  is  united,  and  that  the  greatest  harmony  exists  all  over 
our  wide  jurisdiction.  I  am  hopeful  that  with  the  now  returning  tide 
of  prosperity  our  prospects  will  be  materially  brightened.  I  would  ur,<?e 
upon  subordinate  Lodges  the  necessity  of  sufficiently  insuring  their 
property,  and  of  collecting  the  dues  more  promptly,  and  would  sugget^t 
the  advisability,  in  the  general  interests  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction, 
of  the  abolition  or  reduction  of  afflilintion  fees. 
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REIi\TroNS  WITH  FOBBIGN  JUBiSDlCTIONS. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  to  report  that  our  relations  with  our 
sister  jurisdictions  continue  to  be  of  the  most  friendly  character. 

Under  this  head  I  desire  to  report  that  on  the  10th  December,  1894, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  Worshipful  Master  of  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  374, 
G.  B  of  England,  meeting  at  Montreal,  requesting  permission  to  initiate 
a  resident  of  the  Northwest  Territories  with  that  Lodge.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  holding  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  the  Gity  of  Montreal,  with  both  of  which  Grand  Lodges 
we  are  on  the  most  intimate  and  fraternal  terms,  I  did  not  feel  inclined 
to  accept  the  responsibility  of  creating  a  precedent,  whereby  possible 
complications  might  arise,  and  consequently  refused  to  waive  juris- 
diction. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Wyoming  and  Kentucky  having  decided  to 
abandon  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives,  and  having  requested 
that  the  commissions  of  Representatives  for  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Mani- 
toba near  the  above  named  Grand  Lodges  be  withdrawn,  nothing  was 
left  to  be  done  but  to  comply,  which  I  accordingly  did,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  the  hope  that,  as  in  the  past,  the  same  fraternal  good  feeling 
would  exist  in  the  future. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report  had  this  to  say  on 

VISIT  TO  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

"After  the  close  of  our  last  Annual  Communication  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure, in  company  with  R.  W.  Bro.  Hugh  U.  Bain,  Grand  Junior  Warden 
and  other  brethren,  of  visiting  the  sister  Jurisdiction  of  British  Colum- 
bia. From  the  time  we  entered  the  Province  until  our  departure  we  re- 
ceived unbounded  kindness  from  the  brethren  there. 

On  June  22nd,  1894,  we  visited  the  Grand  Lodge  in  session  at  New 
Westminster,  when  we  received  a  hearty  welcome.  M.  W.  Bro.  R.  B. 
McMicking,  Grand  Master,  extended  us  a  cordial  welcome,  and  expressed 
on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  kindest  and  most 
fraternal  feelings  towards  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ManitobH,  and  referred 
to  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  in  welcoming  for  the  first  time  visitors  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba. 

After  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a  banquet  was 
given  in  our  honor  at  the  Guichon  Hotel,  when  we  were  entertained 
with  a  truly  Masonic  hospitality. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  name  all  the  brethren  fmm  whom  we 
received  so  many  acts  of  kindness,  but  I  must  refer  specially  to  M.  W. 
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Bro.  R.  B.  McMicking,  Grand  Master,  R.  W.  Bro.  Lacey  R  Johnston, 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  K.  VV.  Bro.  W.  J.  Quiulan,  Grand  Secretary,  M. 
W.  Bro.  J.  S.  Clute,  P.  G.  M.,  and  M.  W.  Brn.  Marcus  Wolfe,  P.  G.  M. 
These  brethren  and  others  at  the  various  centres  of  population  that  we 
visited  would  have  '  tranHformed  their  Province  into  a  Garden  of  Eden 
for  our  enjoyment  had  their  power  been  equal  to  their  will.' " 

Fraternally  subiuitted, 

Wm.  G.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 

1  can  say,  Bro.  Scott,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mani- 
toba, tliat  it  afforded  us  great  pleasure,  and  hope  we  may 
liave  the  opportunity  again  at  no  distant  date. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Grand  Secretary's  Report  included 
the  following  : — 

"The  reference  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  visit  of  officers  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  the  neighbouring  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia, 
then  in  session  at  New  Westminster,  is  regarded  by  your  committee 
as  graceful  and  appropriate,  and  cannot  fail  to  perpetuate  the  kindliest 
fraternal  feelings  which  have  happily  always  existed  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  British  Columbia  and  Manitoba." 

y.  W,  Bro.  James  Alex.  Carley  presented  his  creden- 
tials and  was  duly  received  and  welcomed  as  the  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia. 

MOTION  TO   AMEND  CONSTITUTION   LOST. 

"  It  was  moved  by  R,  "^ .  Bro.  Thomas  Robinson  (10),  seconded  by 
M.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  G.  Bell  (3),  that  the  following  be  inserted  after  Section 
169,  viz.  :— 

The  following  are  Masonif  oflFences  : — 

All  public  crimes  and  misdemeanors  involving  moral  turpitude. 

Drunkenness  and  profligacy. 

Fighting. 

Adultery,  and  all  lascivious  associations,  whether  with  the  relative 
of  a  Mason  or  with  a  stranger. 

Cruelty  to  a  wife  or  child. 

Contempt  for  God  or  religion. 

Atheism. 

Masonic  communion  with  clandestine  Masons  or  irregular  Lodges. 

Improper  revelations. 

Disobedience  to  those  in  authority,  or  contemptuous  language 
towards  them. 

All  countenance  of  impostors. 

Ccntemptuous  expressions  respecting  Masonry. 

Wronging  a  Mason  by  fraud. 
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Viclation  of  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot. 

Unseemly  conduct  in  the  Lodge. 

Undue  solicitation  of  candidates. 

Using  a  Masonic  emblem  as  e  trademark  or  business  sign. 

Any  intentional  violation  of  the  technical  parts  or  points  of  the 
several  Masonic  obligations. 

Any  violation  of  the  particular  injunctions  of  the  ritua^,  or  any  of 
the  landmarks  of  Masonry. 

Any  violation  of  the  Constitution,  laws,  edicts,  rules  or  regulations 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Any  violation  of  the  by-laws  of  a  Lodge  by  a  member  thereof." 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  declared 

"  lost." 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

M.  W.  Charles  N.  Bell, 

Grand  Master^  Winnipeg. 

R.  W.  G.  Scott, 

Grand  Secretary^  Winnipeg. 

21st  Annual,  Winnipeg,  10th  June,  1896. 
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Matryland 

SEMI-ANNUAL HALTIMOItE — l^TH  MAY,   1805. 


Thomas  J.  Shryock^  Grand  Master. 

THE  following  reports  are  of  sufKcient  interest  to  the 
Craft  to  he  reproduced,  and  should  he  carefully 
read  : 

"The  committee  on  the  resolution  of  Bro.  Henry  Branch, submitted 
at  the  last  November  Communication,  in  reference  to  laying  of  corner 
stones,  funerals,  etc.,  presented  a  majority  and  minority  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

MAJORITY  REPORT. 

BaiiTimore,  May  li,  1895. 

Gen.  Thos.  J.  Shruock,  Grand  Master,  M.W.G.  Lo(Ujc  of  Murylaml. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  foUowini?  resolution. 
'  Resolocit,  That  the  laying  of  corner  stones,  unveiling  of  statues,  burial 
of  the  dead,  etc.,  are  true  Masonic  work,  and  should  be  performed, 
while  the  Lodge  is  open,  in  the  Third  Degree,'  robi,.  otfuUy  report  that 
we  cannot  agree  as  to  the  latter  part  of  the  resolufirn  ;  and  the  under- 
signed submit  the  following  majority  report : 
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That  the  langnage  of  the  resohition,  'should  be  performed,  while 
the  Lodge  is  open,  in  the  Third  Degree,'  is  a  violatiou  of  the  very  nature 
and  constitution  of  a  tyled  Lodge.  The  idea  prevails  with  some  breth- 
ren that  the  ceremony  is  not  performed  by  the  Lodge,  if  called  off.  We 
take  the  groi^nd  that  when  a  Lodge  is  opened  and  tyled,  that  under  no 
circumstances  can  the  officers  and  members  leave  the  hall  or  room,  in  a 
body,  without  calling  off  or  closing.  The  calling  off  of  a  lodge  is  the 
suspension  of  the  private  work  or  business  of  the  Lodge  for  any  public 
work  or  purpose,  consistent  with  the  usage  of  Mas'mry  ;  it  may  be  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  a  corner  stone,  burial  of  the  dead,  unveiling  a  statue, 
or  for  refreshnents ;  and  the  object  is  so  stated  when  the  Lodge  is 
called  off.  In  pursuance  of  the  investigation  of  this  question  the  (Jrand 
Secretary  sent  the  following  circular  letter  to  the  Grand  Secretaries  of 
all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country,  with  whom  we  are  in  communica- 
tion, and  received  replies,  from  forty-seven  of  the  Hfty-six  Grand  Lodges 
written  to  ;  thirty-one  Minnesota,  New  Hamphsire.  Maine,  Georgia, 
Florida,  District  of  Columbia,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Michigan,  Rhode 
Island,  Delaware,  New  Mexico,  South  Dak:)ta,  Virginia,  Colorado,  Ala- 
bama, Kansas,  Mississippi,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  Utah, 
Oregon,  Nevada,  Indian  Territory.  Illinois,  Iowa,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Brit 
ish  Columbia  and  Nebraska — do  not  call  off;  fourteen  jurisdictions - 
New  "Xork,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  West  Virginia,  Canada,  Que- 
bec, Louisiana,  Texas,  Manitoba,  Califoruia,  Wyoming,  Washington, 
Montana  and  Arkansas  -do  call  off;  and  to  these  may  be  added  our  own 
jurisdiction.  One,  Peunsylva-iia,  does  not  open  a  Lodge  on  such  oct.'as- 
ions.  In  some  of  the  replies  reasons  are  given  ;  in  others  the  answer  is 
simply  Yes  or  No.  Thus  we  find  great  diversity  of  practice  and  ccmfess 
our  surprise  at  this  in  the  face  of  the  usage  laid  down  by  the  (irand 
Lodge  of  England  (the  very  best  Masonic  authority  in  the  world),  as 
given  by  Preston  and  Oliver  in  reference  to  funerals  (see  JVeston's  His- 
tory of  Masonry,  i)p.  75  and  7H),  and  also  in  the  form  prescribed  for  lay- 
ing of  corner  stones  by  the  'National  Masonic  Convention'  which  met 
in  Baltimore  in  181'i  (see  pp.  30  and  85  Proceedings  of  the  National 
Masimic  Convention,  and  inferentially  by  the  same  National  C!onveution 
for  funerals,  p.  19)  This  evidently  implies  that  the  business  of  Miisonry 
(viz  :  work  in  the  Third  Degree)  is  to  be  suspended,  and  renewed  when 
the  Lodge  returns  ;  for  there  could  be  no  ne<'e8Bity  for  'cromplying  with 
the  necessary  duties,  and  renewing  the  business  of  Masonry  '  had  it  not 
been  suspended.  The  language  used,  '  where  the  necessary  duties  are 
complied  with,  and  the  business  of  Masonry  is  renewed,"  is  identically 
that  used  by  Preston  and  Webb.  We  are  convincsed  that  the  words  '  ad- 
journed'and  '  called  off' are  HynonymoUH  tonus  ;  the  former  was  used 
by  our  Grand  Lodge  in  its  communications  until  about  1H4'.I  or  '50.  when 
tiie  term  'called  ofif'  was  suhstituted.  (hand  Master  Tyson,  in  1SS5,  to 
ward  the  dose  of  his  administration,  decided  '  that  a  Lodge  should  not 
be  called  off  to  proceed  to  a  funeral.'  This  is  not  in  aciNtrdauce  with  the 
authorities  and  usage  referred  to  above,  nor  has  th(>  |)ra('tioei  been  fol 
lowed  by  our  Granil  Lodge  sincc^  that  time. 


Kesitect fully  submittet 


GUAIIAM    DUKKIUKT,     [ 

.Ucon  II.   MKDAruv,    J 


Committee. 


(JUANI)  LOIXSK,  A.  I'\  A  .\.  MASONS  OF  MaUYLAXD. 

Haltimouk.  March '25th,  ISDo. 
il.  W.  Sir  and  Brother  : 

PleascMmswer  on  this  sheet  the  following  question   for  the  iufornui 
tion  of  our  (}rand  Lodge  : 
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On  the  occasion  of  Funerals,  Laying  of  Corner  Stones  and  tlie 
Dedication  of  Masonic  Halls  (the  Lodfje  being  opened  in  the  Third  De- 
gree and  the  Lodge  service  concluded),  is  it  your  nsage  to  call  off  the 
Lodge  before  the  brethren  in  procession  leave  the  Temple  to  perform 
the  public  ceremony  ? 

Jacob  A.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 
MINORITY  REPORT. 

To  the  Most  Worshipf/d  (irand  Lodge  of  Maryland. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  Brother  Branch,  regarding  public  ceremonies,  being 
unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusidns  reached  by  the  remaining  members 
of  the  committee,  asks  leave  to  present  the  following  minority  report. 

I  am  unable  to  give  my  assent  to  the  meaning  the  majority  com- 
mittee attach  to  the  word  (idjonrn  used  in  the  forms  for  ceremonies  on 
public  occasions  as  laid  down  by  Oliver,  Preston,  and  the  Masonic 
National  Convention  of  1813. 

The  same  term  appears  in  one  or  more  of  the  forms  iii  most  of  the 
old  Ahirman  Rezons  and  Text-Books,  and  it  is  also  in  the  present  regu- 
lation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  the  laying  of  foundation 
stones,  etc.,  and  reads  as  follows  :— 

'  The  Grand  Lodge  being  opened  at  a  convenient  place,  and  the 
necessary  directions  and  instructions  given,  it  is  adjourned  (the  brethren 
being  in  their  proper  clothing  and  jewels  and  wearing  white  gloves),  and 
the  procession  moves  in  the  following  order  (which  is  that  as  laid  down 
in  all  theToxt-Books),  to  the  place  where  the  foundation  stone  is  to  be 
laid.' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremnuies,  '  the  procession  returns  to  the 
place  from  which  it  set  out  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is  ''/ascrf.'  I  under- 
stand this  to  mean,  the  Grand  Lndge  ((djoiirnx  in  prorcs'sion  from  the 
place  where  it  was  opoicd  to  the  place  where  the  ceremony  takes  place; 
that  it  is  ojicn  during  the  entire  performance  of  the  ceremony,  otherwise 
it  could  not  be  closed  at  the  conclusion  of  them. 

My  positi.iu  in  this  regard  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  in  Coles' 
Maryland  Ahirman  Uezons  and  most  of  the  Text-Books  which  follow  to 
some  extent  this  form  in  one  or  more  instances,  the  following  words  are 
useil  at  the  conclusion  of  the  cereniinies :  'The  (irand  Lodge  again 
forms  in  procession,  as  at  first,  and  returns  to  the  rooui  w/icrc  it  iras 
opened,  the  laws  of  the  order  are  rehearsed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
rl()se<l  in  ample  form.' 

I  am  further  fortified  in  this  position  by  the  opinions  recently 
received  from  four  among  the  most  eminent  Masonic  jurists  of 
our  country— Past  Grand  Masters  Drumujond  of  Maine;  Bobbins,  (if 
niinois  ;  Sp(>ed,  of  Mississippi,  and  Grand  Secretary  Singleton  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  wlio  all  say  the  word  ndJoNni,  as  used  in  the 
English  regulations,  can  have  no  other  meaning  than  the  one  1  have 
given  to  it. 

T  received,  a  few  months  since,  a  letter  from  the  distinguished 
MaH(mic  writer,  Hro.  Wm  J.  Hugan,  iii  which  he  says:  'When  the 
(irand  Lodge  (England)  assembles  for  a  great  funciHon,  i»8  at  Truro,  to 
lay  th(>  foundation  stone  of  the  (Cathedral,  we  npenal  in  ample  form,  and 
then  adjourned  and  went  in  procession  lo  the  site.  When  after  lalM)r 
was  over,  with  our  Grand  Master  we  returned  to  Truro  Hull  and  elosed 
the  (irand  Lodge.'    (  The  italics  are  his.) 
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I  have  found  the  term 'ca//c^/  o/T'only  in  two  Text- Books  -Mackey'e 
and  Sickle's — in  both  of  which  it  is  used  once  only  (at  the  layinj^  of 
corner  stones),  but  in  neither  of  them,  nor  in  any  of  the  many  Text- 
Books  that  I  have  examined,  is  either  of  the  terms  adjourned  or  called 
off  to  be  found  in  the  forms  for  funeral  occasions. 

Nor  am  I  able  to  concur  in  the  conclusions  of  the  majority  com- 
mittee, that '  an  open  Lodge  cannot  appear  in  public  :  that  when  it  j^foes 
forth  even  to  perform  Masonic  labor  it  must  be  called  olf.'  I  not  only 
believe  that  an  open  Lodge  ran  appear  in  public,  but  it  is  imjiroper  for  a 
Lodge  to  appear  in  public  otherwise  than  open. 

I  can  conceive  of  but  three  states  or  conditions  in  which  it  is  pos- 
sio.e  for  a  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  to  be  -either 
open  and  at  labor,  called  off  from  lab  r  to  refreshment,  or  closed. 

If  the  Lotlge  is  closed,  the  brethren  are  dispersed  ;  they  are  no 
longer  permitted  to  wear  Masonic  clothing,  nor  are  they  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Master  or  Wardens.  They  are  simply  citizens,  and  are 
permitted  to  follow  their  own  pleasures  or  to  pursue  their  usual  avoca- 
ti  ns. 

If  the  Lodge  is  called  off  from  labor  to  refreshment,  the  Traft  is  in 
charge  of  the  Junior  Warden.  Refreshment  dcies  not  mean  simply  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  but  rest  and  recreation  also.  Masonic  labor  ceases  for 
tlie  time  being,  as  our  laboring  men  and  mechanics  would  say,  tbey 
have  'knocked  off  work.'  Surely  no  one  cnn  believe  that  it  would  l)e 
proper  to  bury  a  brotlier  or  to  lay  a  co'-ner  stone  with  Mnsonitr  honors 
when  the  Craft  is  in  either  of  these  conditions.  It  then  follows  that  the 
labor?  referred  to  must  be  performed  when  the  Lodge  is  in  that  con- 
dition when  alone  it  cnii  do  Mason  work,  that  is,  when  oi^cn. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Masonic;  labor-  rsofcrir  and  cntlerir.  The 
first  can  only  be  performed  in  an  open  Lodge,  by  and  in  the  proseTice  of 
the  initiated.  Tlie  latter  may  be  performed  by  Masons  in  public,  in  a 
Lodge  whicli  has  been  prerions/i/  a/xncd  csolirii-alli/. 

We  publish  our  transactions,  an.^  there  is  no  particular  cnre  taken 
that  the  i)rofane  do  not  read  them  ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  send  cOpies 
of  tliem  to  our  public  libraries.  Now,  if  the  |)rot'ane  may  read  what  has 
been  transacted  in  a  closely-tyled  Master  Mason's  Lodge,  why  may  they 
not  infnt ss  nni-h  of  our  ceremonies  as  are  permitted  to  be  perfnimed  in 
public  by  Masons,  in  a  Lodge  that  has  been  previously  and  privahlij 
opvned  /  How  that  Lodge  was  ojhuid,  and  how  it  will  be  eloxi'd  again, 
tliey  may  not  know. 

If  it  be  not  an  ojjcn  Lodge,  why  must  the  Tyler,  with  the  drawn 
sword  in  his  hand,  head  tiie  |)r()cesHi()n  '!  Why  are  the  br<'thren  clothed 
as  Masons,  the  master  and  all  his  ofliccrs  invested  with  tiieir  jewels  of 
otllce  ?  the  Master  also  with  the  gtivcl,  the  emblem  of  his  autiiority,  in 
his  hand  ?  the  Wardens  (iai Tying  their  columns,  the  Deacons  and  Stewards 
their  wiinds  ?  VN'hy  must  tli(>  Ihrce  (Ireat  Ijights,  as  well  as  the  Three 
Lesser  Lights,  be  borne  in  the  i)r()(ression  ?  (Some  jurisdictions  re(iuir- 
ing  tlie  presence  of  the  Charter  also.)  And  why.  if  the  (Jrand  Master  be 
present,  although  it  bo  only  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  must  the  l^iok  of 
CoiiHtitutions  be  borne  before  him.  and  the  Sword  Hearer  folhtw  him  ¥ 
Why,  I  lepeat,  must  all  this  formality  Ih^  observed  if  it  he  not  an  open 
Lodge  of  jlasons  going  fortit  fn  jn  rjhnii  Mastmir  lahor  i 

As  I  regard  the  subject  embniccd  in  the  resolution  of  Brother  Hratich 
t<»  be  one  of  great  importance,  I  devoted  nuich  time  and  labor  to  an  ex- 
amination of  the  law  as  well  as  the  usage  of  our  own  and  other  jiirlsdic- 
tions  referring  thereto,  and  I  herewith  respecitfully  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration the  result  of  such  investigation. 
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The  only  official  action  that  I  can  find  on  our  Grand  Lodge  records 
upon  tlie  subject  is  the  decision  of  Grand  Master  Tyson,  rendered  at  the 
ISHT)  (November)  Communication,  and  which  is  as  follows  : 

'  That  the  Masonic  funeral  ceremonies  is  Masonic  work,  and  this  is 
the  chief  reason  why  none  but  Masons  should  participate  therein.  The 
Lodge  should  not  be  cuUed  off.  It  remains  open  until  the  members  re- 
turn to  the  Lodge-room  and  the  Lodge  has  been  closed. '    (Italics  are  his.) 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  (Bros.  James  W.  Bow- 
ers, F.  J.  S.  Gorgas  and  Wm.  Cunningham)  this  as  well  as  the  other 
rulings  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  at  the  time,  were  held  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  'to  be  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law  and  usage. '  This  action 
has  not  been  reversed,  and  is  therefore  tlie  present  law  upon  the  subject; 
and  Brother  Branch's  resolution,  so  far  at  least  as  it  refers  to  Masonic 
funerals,  is  in  harmony  therewith. 

The  resolution  is  also  in  harmony  with  the  usages  and  customs  of 
the  fraternity,  in  this  jurisdiction,  from  the  earliest  time  to  within  a  com- 
paratively recent  period,  upon  other  as  well  ao  funeral  occasions,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  extracts  from  ti  e  records. 

In  the  oldest  existing  Lodge  records  vi  c  ur  jurisdiction,  those  of  the 
old  Leonardtown  Lodge,  we  find  the  foUowing  : 

'  8t.  John's  Day,  June  25th,  1759.  At  half  past  two,  the  mem-">f^r8 
went  from  the  Lodge  room,  ivithoni  rlo.iny  Uic  /yO(///(3,  to  the  Court 
House,  in  the  following  order  (the  form  of  procession  being  the  same  as 
it  is  now,)  when  after  hearing  a  polite,  accurate  and  most  edifying  dis- 
course, delivered  by  our  Kevi  rend  Brother  John  McPherson,  we  returned 
to  the  Lodge  room  in  the  same  order,  etc.,  etc. ' 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Cxrand  Lodge,  under  date  St.  John's  Day, 
June  24,  1795,  is  recorded  tiie  following  : 

'  The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  the  First  Degree  and  proceeded  to  St. 
Paul's  Church,  and  after  divine  service  returned  to  Mr.  Bry den's  Tavern, 
when  it  was  closed. ' 

St.  John's  Day,  June  '24,  1790  ;  '  An  Entered  Apprentice  Lodge  was 
oppned,  when  a  procession  was  fi)rmed  and  marched  to  Christ  Church, 
whore  divine  servi(!e  was  performed  by  Grand  Chaplain  Isaac  Foster ; 
fnmi  there  proceeded  to  WfiHhingtoii  Lodge,  No.  8,  (Fell's  Point),  where 
the  (Jrand  Lodge  was  closed. '  Similar  language  is  used  on  many  sub- 
sequent St.  John's  Day  celebrations. 

There  is,  unfortunately,  very  meagre  accounts  on  our  records  of 
many  of  tlie  most  important  and  iiitortHting  i)roce8si()ns  of  the  Ciaft  in 
our  jurisdic^tioii,  but  in  tho.so  wo  have  I  liiul  that  the  (irand  Lodge  was 
always  opened  (or  met  as  per  adjourned),  formed  a  procession,  performed 
tlie  (lutics  for  which  it  assembled,  returaod  to  the  hall,  and  was  riosrd. 
A  1  for  instance,  under  June  li,  IH51,  is  recorded  the  following;  'The 
Grand  Lodge  met  ac(;ording  to  adjournment,  f  )rm('d  in  pr()cesBi<m  and 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  dectased,  (Jriind  Master  John  I).  Ilcadel, 
and  a(!coiui)anied  the  remains  to  Greonmount  Cemetery,  where  they 
were  interreil  with  tlio  highest  Masonic  honors.  The  Grimd  Lodge  tiien 
returned  to  the  luill,  and  was  r/<»t,<!  l)y  the  Grand  Master.' 

And  under  chite  Marcii  10,  T857,  we  read  :  'The  (ilrnnd  Lodge  was 
(t/)<)i((/  in  ample  I'orin  (Grand  Master  McKenny  i)residing),  and  maroiied 
in  reguhir  Masonic  order  to  join  the  procfssion  in  honor  of  Brotlier 
Ehsha   Kent  Kane.    Upon  returning  to  the  hall  the  (Jrand  Lodge  was 
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oalleil  off  until  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  hour  it  resumed  labor,  and  after 
adoptin^r  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  in 
honor  of  the  distinguished  Brother,  the  Grand  Lodjfe  was  rloacd.  ' 

At  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  this  Temple,  November  20, 18<50, 
the  <  Irand  Lodge  was  opened  on  the  gromnl.  in  the  presi  nrc  of  the  ds- 
senihled  niKllitude,  aceordinfj  to  a  printed  fonn  distrihnted  innonrj 
the  audienee.  The  same  printed  form  w.i.s  us^d  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  several  Masonic  halls  and  churches  in  various  parts  of  the  State; 
also  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Cjty  Hall,  October  17,  18G7, 
and  the  new  Post  Office,  in  this  city,  November  21,  1882. 

While  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  recommend  such  a  practice,  I 
cite  it  merely  to  show  that  at  the  times  mentioned  the  idea  must  have 
prevailed  that  the  laying  of  corner  stones  was  Mdsonie  l<cl>or  and  must 
be  performed  in  oj>en  Lodge. 

There  is  no  mention  on  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  written  or 
printed,  of  its  having  either  adjourned  or  called  off"  on  any  occasion, 
when  it  appeared  in  public;,  from  its  organization  until  May  31,  1871,  on 
which  date  the  Grand  L;)dge  laid  the  comer  stone  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum  at  Frederick,  the  record  of  which  reads:  'The  Grand  Lodge 
met  at  the  Court  House,  opened  and  then  called  off,  formed  a  procession, 
etc.,  returned,  resumed  labor  and  was  then  closed. ' 

The  next  occasion  on  which  the  term  was  used  was  that  of  the 
funeral  of  Past  Master  Benjamin  C  Howard,  INIarch  10,  1872.  Grand 
Master  Latrobo,  who  officiated  upon  the  occasion,  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  form  for  funerals  then  in  use.  prepared  one  lilmself  and  used  it  on 
the  occasion.  This  meeting  with  general  approval,  he  had  it  published, 
and  directed  that  it  should  be  used  on  funeral  occasions  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  its  subordinates. 

This  form,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  before  me,  prescribes  that  the 
Lodge  shall  be  opened  in  the  Master's  Degree^  in  which  condition  the 
entire  proceedings  are  conducted,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Lodge 
returns  to  the  hull  and  is  elosed. 

But  notwithstanding  this  order  of  (irand  Master  Latrobe  in  1875, 
and  the  approved  decision  of  Grand  Master  Tyson,  in  188."),  the  Grand 
Lodge,  as  well  as  some  of  its  subordinates,  have  since  been  in  the  habit 
of  calling  off' on  funeral  occasions,  while  some  of  the  older  Lodges  of 
our  State— some  of  them  nearly  one  hundred  years  old  -uev^er  have 
edited  o//"on  any  occasion. 

This  exhibits  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  our  jurisdiction  upon  a  most 
important  usage  which  1  respectfully  submit,  should  not  longer  be  per- 
mitted to  exist. 

I  find  that  the  proposed  resolution  is  also  in  full  accord  with  the 

fractice  of  nearly  all  tlie  Knglish  speaking  (irand  Ijodges  of  the  world, 
have  examined  the  pul)lisl\oil  proceedings  of  all  of  them  for  several 
years,  and  among  nearly  liro  hundred  aitcounts  of  the  laying  of  (-{jmer 
stones,  funerals,  dedications  of  halls  in  public,  St.  .John's  Day  celebra- 
tions, et(!.,  that  I  have  seen,  1  liave  not  found  more  than  four  or  five 
jurisdiciicms  \n  which  either  of  the  terms  '•'///('/  off,  or  oit/'onrn,  is  used. 
Tlie  language  almost  uriversally  used  Iteing  as  follows:  (Jrand  Lodge 
r7)(7/((/ in  the  Entered  .\ppr»'ntice  (or  Master  Mason's)  Degree  (invari- 
ably in  the  Master's  Degree  on  funeral  occasions).  T'he  Grand  Master 
stated  the  object  of  the  special  communication,  when  the  (Jrand  Marshal 
was  orderoil  to  form  the  proci'ssion,  vvhi(!h  then  moved  to  the  place  where 
he  ceremonies  were  to  be  performtMl,  and,  at  the  conclusion  thereof, 
eturued  uud  the  (Jrand  Lodge  was  elosed. 
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Believing  that  the  doctrine  annunciated  in  the  resolutions  of  Brother 
Branch  is  not  only  in  harmony  with  the  UBage  and  ciiBiom  of  the  frater- 
nity tor  the  tirst  one  hundred  years  of  its  existence  in  the  State,  but  that 
it  is  also  in  accord  with  the  present  practice  of  the  greater  part  of  all 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  all  the  world.  I  respectfully  rfcommend  its 
adoptioo. " 

Fraternally  submitted, 

EDWARD  T.  SCHULTZ, 

Minor iltj  CovimUlec. 

A  motion  was  made  to  Jidopt  the  minority  report.  Ui)ou  a  call  for 
a  vote  by  Lodges  the  minority  report  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  closed. 

JACOB  H.  MEDAIRY, 

(J mud  Secretary. 

Til  I)iMtisli  (\)luinl>iM  Lodges  jire  ?i(ff  "called  off "  on 
the  occasion  of  Funeraii^,  Lajiiio-  of  Corner  Stones  or  Dedi- 
cations befott  tlie  brethren  leave  tlie  Hall  to  perform  the 
public  ceremonies. 

Returns  show  0,8<»2  Master  IVfa^ons,  (V,)  V.  C,  JK)  E.  A. 

lODth  Annual,  Baltimorts  lllth  xXovember,  ISJI5. 

Anton  11.  Fettino;,  R.W.I).  (Irand  Master.  Our  IJepres- 
tative  Bro.  C/liarles  W.  Hatter,  present. 

T-ro.  Slii'yock  opened  his  tcnt/t  ('(mficmtivc  atl(lre.ss  as 
follows.     (He  has  indeed  been  lii}ji;hly  lionortid.): — 

"  Bkethukn  :  To-night  I  greet  you  for  the  tenth  consecutive  time  as 
your  Grand  Master —a  decade  of  years  since  you  first  entrusted  tr  my 
care  the  responsibilities  of  the  imp(>.'tant  position.  During  this  peiiod 
many  events  have  passed  into  uifc.Lt.i_y  ;  many  trials  and  ditiicnlties  have 
been  met  and  surmounted.  Our  patience  and  perseverance  have  been 
put  to  the  severest  test,  and  we  have  been  tried  by  Nature's  tierccst 
element  fire.  We  have  passed  through  and  emerged  from  it  better 
and  stronger,  more  vigorous  and  hopeful  for  the  future  of  Masonry 
within  our  jurisdiction.*' 

"MAKING  A  MASON  AT  SIGHT." 

"Mahonio  TEMPiiK,  Tuesday  Evening,  May  7,  1895. 

"The  M.  W.  Grniul  Master  assembled  the  Grand  Officers  in  his 
office  and  informed  tiicm  ho  was  about  to  exennse  his  prerogative  of 
making  a  Mason  at  sight. 

The  (irand  Hecretary  read  a  petition  from  Hugh  K.  WaHtor.  Minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel,  aged  HJl  years,  recommended  by  the  (Irand  Master. 

The  (Jrand  Master  and  Grand  OtTlcers  repaired  to  Fidelity  Lodge, 
No.  1;M),  which  was  in  session. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  assumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Grand 
Officers  the  other  stations,  when  Brother  Walker  was  introduced  and 
initiated,  and  afterwards  passed  to  the  degree  of  FeUow  Craft  and 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  in  regular  order 

The  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Officers  retired,  and  \V.  Master  and 
Officers  of  Fidelity  Lodge  resumed  their  stations. 

Brother  Walker's  petition  for  membership  was  presented  to  the 
liodge,  upon  which  a  ballot  was  had  and  he  declared  elected. 

Jacob  H.  Mkdairy,  Grand  Secrdnryy 

Report  on  Correspoiidoiicc  i^  hy  Bro.  Edmuiul  T. 
Scliultz,  roviewinir  all  the  Aniericun  (Iniiul  Lo(lji;es  in  a  very 
fraternal  spirit  and  presenting  a  bright  addition  to  the  pro- 
ceed in  u;8. 

British  Colnnihia  for  181)4  is  included. 

Thos.  J.  Shryock  (re-elected) 

Grand  Master. 

•Iacou    II.   'M.VA'>\\\i\\  Grand  Sicntiirij,  Baltimore. 

:o: 

massaehusetts 

KVKUAL  special  coinnninications  of  Grand  L<»dge  were 
held  for  the  purpose  of  j)articipating  in  the  Centen- 
nial Celel)ration  of  Subordinate  Lodjres, 

The  addresses  and  historical  reviews  ar«  full  of  interest:. 

The  following  portion  of  Bro.  Post's  address  will  be 
read  with  interest,  and  is  also  instructive  : — 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 

"  Wo  are  privileged  to-day  to  celebrate  the  centennial  of  the 
existence  in  this  community  of  a  great  fraternal  and  charitable  society. 
The  period  is  short  indeed  when  compared  with  the  mighty  rea(;h  of 
time  since  tiuie  began,  yet  covering  a  nineteenth  part  of  the  world's  best 
era,  all  of  which  this  society  has  witnessed,  has  been  a  part  of. 

Is  it  asked  :  '  What  is  Freemasonry  ? '  The  answer  comes :  It  is 
not  a  secret  society.  Its  objects,  methods  and  history  are  known  of  all 
men.  It  can  scarcely  be  classed  as  a  private  society,  for  its  doors  are 
open  to  all  who  are  willing  to  comply  with  certain  reasonable  require- 
ments, and  are  found  worthy.  Answering  to  instinctive,  uplifting 
yearnings  of  liumanity,  it  is  rather  a  great  charitable  brotherhood  - 
charitable  in  the  broadest  and  fullest  sense,  a  brotherhood  of  men,  a 
patron  of,  a  pattern  for,  all  the  fraternal  associations  for  good  yet 
devised.    Without  claiming  to  be  a  religious  system,  it  is  ever  ready  t<J 
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join  the  ^rand  chorus  tliat  saith  unto  Zion,  '  Thy  Gotl  reigneth;'  and  if 
it  has  certain  peculiar  re(iuirements,  ceremonies,  and  forms  of  recog- 
nition, tiiese  can  certainly  be  pardoned  in  view  of  what  it  has  wrought 
for  our  race. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  Mediterranean  there  lies  a  regif)n  scarcely 
equal  in  area  to  one  of  our  smaller  States;  a  region  chiefly  of  rock, 
mountain  and  desert,  though  fertile  in  spots,  even  to  the  vine  and  olive, 
and  all  ever  wondrously  fertile  in  wars  and  religions,  battle  fields  and 
temples.  More  than  Egypt  or  Persia  -more  than  (Jreece  or  Italy — it 
has  tilled  history.  Its  chief  city,  with  little  advantage  ot  situation  and 
culture,  has,  more  than  Athens  or  Rome,  left  its  imprint  (  n  the  ages. 
Here  was  built  a  temple,  a  palace  to  the  unknown  God.  Here  wrought 
workmen  with  the  best  training  and  skill  of  Egypt  and  Peisia,  under 
leadership  inspired.  Their  product,  after  leaving  the  quairies,  needed 
no  further  finish.  Its  accuracy  and  beauty  were  the  marvel  of  both  the 
Pagan  and  Christian  world,  then  and  now.  They  wrought  in  marble  so 
clear  and  wliite  that  in  sheets  it  served  them  for  windows.  They  used 
cement  proving  to  day  to  be  firmer  and  harder  than  the  stone  it  binds. 
These  men  had  a  right  to  found  a  Craft ;  and  if,  while  chronicling  the 
mystic  orders  of  a'  cieut  Paganism,  and  the  social  bands  that  represented 
the  best  side  of  Islamism,  the  cold  criticism  of  secular  history  questions 
the  origin,  it  cannot  deny  beauty  to  the  legend,  that  links  Freemasonry 
with  the  glory  and  splendor  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  a  glory  and 
splendor  now  and  ever  to  he  as  living,  notwithstanding  captures  and 
destructions,  as  when  operative  masonry  there  completed  its  work. 

It  is  one  of  the  fixed  laws  of  nature  that  all  successful  growth  pro- 
ceeds from  a  minute  beginning.  Causation  and  consequence  are  uni- 
versal. Darwin  and  Herl)ert  Spencer  could  have  chosen  no  more  fitting 
illustration  of  their  doctrine  of  evolution  than  the  origin  and  career  of 
our  Society.  Here  is  certainly  the  *  Drawing  of  one  thing  out  of 
another,'  a  continuous  '  Descent  with  modifications,'  lasting  through 
centuries.  Beginnning  wivh  two  degrees  of  simple  aim  and  method, — 
in  due  time  adding  another,  afterwards  still  others,  and  finally  many 
others,  with  higher  aims  and  grander  methods,-  growing  with  the 
growth,  strengthening  with  the  strength  of  human  intelligence,  till  it 
stands  before  the  world  one  grand  harmonious,  symmetrical  structure. 
At  first  assembling  in  deep  vales  or  on  high  hills,  afterwards  in  places  of 
greater  con"enience  and  safely.  Now  always  in  comfortable  halls,  and 
often  in  palatial  temples  that  are  rivalled  only  by  the  great  churches 
and  cathedrals.  At  first  sharing  a  frugal  meal  under  a  lowly  roof  with 
a  known  Brother,  afterwards  giving  liberally  in  full  fraternni  sympathy 
to  a  tried  Craftsman.  Now  dispensing  to  worthy  lirothers,  their 
widows  and  orphans,  the  income  of  millions  invested  in  great  libraries, 
colleges  and  homes.  .\t  first  admitting  only  those  of  kindred  hand, 
now  welcoming  all  of  kindred  heart. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  Masonry  seems  to  have  Hourished  in 
(Jerrnauy  from  very  early  times.  The  builders'  corporations  were 
largely  composed  of,  and  controlled  by  operative  masons,  and  the  transi- 
tion in  the  eighteenth  century  to  speculative  Masonry,  as  now  known, 
was  easy  and  effectual.  Frederick  the  (ireat  became  a  Mason  in  17!J8, 
and  immediately  thereafter  ascended  the  throne  of  Prussia,  and  became 
an  active  patron  of  the  Craft.  A  century  later  the  then  Crown  Prince, 
the  late  Emperor  William  III.,  assumed  a  like  position,  and  the  Society 
has  prospered  socially  and  morally  in  every  part  of  the  nation.  In 
France  the  Socnety  has  existed  with  varying  success,  and  under  different 
forms,  but  with  most  l)rilliant  results,  under  the  First  Napoleon,  whoso 
brother  was  a  Grand  Master.  In  Italy  the  Society  owes  its  best  success 
to  Garibaldi. 
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But  it  is  to  Enjrlaiid  ami  Scotland  that  we  owe  the  greatest  debt  of 
gratitude.  For  centuries  tlie  fires  of  Froemasonry  have  never  been 
allowed  to  slacken  on  Jiriiish  nltara.  Most  vvortny  Nobles  and  Princes, 
men  of  letters  and  men  of  science,  have  vied  with  oacii  other  in  guiding, 
improving  and  protecting  the  Craft.  Men  like  Sir  Christopher  Wren, 
who  could  see  the  be.iuty  in  architecture,  could  see  the  beauty  in 
humanity  ;  and  the  monunieuts  of  such  men  could  be  seen  aiouiul  them 
during  life  as  well  as  after  i)urial.  The  British  mind  first  grasped  the 
full  meaning  of  the  word  '  Fraternity.'  Hence  to  every  portion  of  the 
English-speaking  world  have  been  carried  the  best  spirit  and  form  of 
Masonry. 

Mas(mry  appears  to  have  left  its  first  trace  in  America,  near  Annapolis, 
Nova  Scotia,  in  1(506,  the  same  year  that  the  gallant  Smith  planted  the 
Saxon  race  in  Virginia,  and  fourteen  years  before  the  Puritan  made  of 
Plymouth  Rock  his  stepping-stone  to  empire.  In  17HIJ  and  1735,  Lodges 
were  established  under  English  jurisdiction  in  Massachusetts  and  in 
Georgia,  and  soon  after,  in  1750,  Lodges  were  similarly  established  in 
Rhode  Island,  C<muecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  the 
Carolinas.  Masonry  kept  abreast  of  emigration  and  settlement.  The 
first  commission  to  a  Provincial  Grand  Master  seems  to  have  been 
issued  by  the  Grand  Master  of  England  to  Daniel  Coxe,  of  New  Jersey, 
in  June,  1730,  giving  him  authority  over  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  No  evidence,  however,  is  found  of  action  under  this 
authority.  The  commission  issued  from  the  same  source  in  April,  1733, 
to  Henry  Price,  of  Boston,  giving  him  authority  over  New  England  at)d 
its  dominions,  which  authority  was  afterwards  extended  over  all  America, 
and  recognized  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  as  (Jrand  Master  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  first  high  Masonic  authority 
in  this  country.  The  Body  over  which  Price  presided  was  ku(»wn  as  St. 
John's  Grand  Lodge. 

In  17G9,  a  commission  was  issued  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Scot- 
land, appointing  a  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Moston,  New  England, 
and  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  same.  In  1772  this  authority  was 
extended  over  the  continent  of  America.  Tlte  appointee  under  this 
commission  was  Joseph  Warren,  the  Body  over  which  he  presided  was 
known  as  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge,  and  one  of  its  otficers  was 
Paul  Revere -Joseph  Warren  and  Paul  Revere,  two  names  destined  to 
remain  illustrious,  until  history  forgets  to  record  that  men  once  had  to 
struggle  for  liberty,  in  this  country.  Warren  fell  at  Bunker  Hill ;  the 
Records  of  his  (irand  Lodge  have  this  note  :  'Memo,  A[)ril  19th,  1775, 
hostilities  commenced  between  the  troops  of  (J.  Britain  and  America  in 
Lexington  Battle,  in  consequence  of  which  the  town  was  blockaded,  no 
Lodge  held  till  Dec,  177G'-  a  stiatrc  most  floqiant." 

At  tlie  (Quarterly  Coiniminications  tljc    priiicipiil    Imsi- 
iiess  traiisiictcMl  was  the  fraiiiiiio:  of*  a  new  (Joiistitutiuii. 


M.  W.  Kdwin    15.   lIor.MKs, 

Gi'dHtl  M<(Kf>'t\   lutstoil. 


II.  W.  Skkkno    I).    Mk'KKKSON, 

Grand  Secretary^  IJoston. 
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Bro.  Edwin  L.  Boioruuj,  M.   W.  Grand  Master.  ' 

II R    Representative    was    present.     The   Grand    Master 
reported  : — 


"The  steady  growth  in  our  membership,  the  zeal  and  generous 
rivalry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  brethren  of  the  constituent  lodges, 
in  striving  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  institution,  the  increased 
proficiency  of  the  officers  of  lodges  in  rendering  the  work  of  Masonry, 
the  building  of  new  temples,  and  the  decided  improvement  made  in  the 
preparation  and  adornment  of  lodge  rooms,  and  above  all,  that  so  few  of 
our  members  have  been  removed  from  earth  and  earthly  scenes  during 
the  past  year ;  these  are  all  causes  for  mutual  congratulation  and  thanks- 
giving as  we  meet  once  more  in  our  Annual  Communication. " 

Twenty-two  decisions  are  recorded,  of  those  I  submit: — 

"  The  following  physical  imperfections  disqualify  a  person  from  re" 
ceiving  the  degrees  of  Masonry  :  viz. 

1.  One  afflicted  with  paralysis  in  his  limbs,  and  who  requires  the 
assistance  of  another  person  to  enable  him  to  walk. 

One  whose  leg  is  withered,  causing  him  to  limp  and  require  the  use 
of  a  cai  e  in  walking. 

One  who  has  lost  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand. 

One  who  has  lost  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  or  a  portion  of  his 
right  hand. 

One  with  a  cork  leg  and  foot. 

One  who  is  crippled  by  reason  of  his  foot  being  crooked  and  is  com 
pelled  to  walk  on  the  side  of  his  foot. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Rro.  Conover,  is  nuthino;  if  nut 
original — he  presented  liis  report  in  Rhyme — this  is  a  speci- 
men : — 

ANNUAIi  KKTUBN8. 

"  1  believe  the  Secretaries  tried  to  work  a  job  on  me 
For  the  WBjr  they  liuatled  them  roturnB  was  just  asi^ht  to  see  ; 
They  come  in  ureat,  bij?  armfnls  till  the  postman  fairly  swore 
That  he  wished  them  pesky  fellers  would  let  up  a  little  more. 

1  reckon  them  air  fellers  are  an  awfnl  jolly  crew. 

And  they  laughed  and  chuckled  huKely  over  what  they  meant  to  do  ; 

They  humped  tliemselves,  spit  on  their  hands,  an'  grablM)d  bold  of  the  pen, 

And  the  way  they  slung  the  ink  around  was  a  caution  to  all  men. 
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I  moHt  believe  tlmt  DuwHuk  was  the  man  that  planned  tlie  work, 
And  that  Winnor  iirKt'd  f  ho  l»oys  alonn  an'  tohl  'em  not  to  8hirk. 
But  to  fairly  bury  ("onover  beneath  a  pile  so  bij?. 
If  he  ever  saw  dayli>;ht  aKiiiii.  he'il  surely  have  to  dij;. 

Rut  I  sot  still  and  wateh('(l  the  pile  as  it '  rose,  an'  '  rose,  an'  '  rose. 
And  when  the  bo,\s  f?ot  tl  rouuh  their  fun  it  didn't  reach  my  nose; 
They  liad  mi^  "(I  their  (!ai. •illations,  an'  1  knew  their  jIk  was  up, 
For  them  fri^    y  Secretaries  hadn't  rightly  sized  me  uj). 

So  I  winked  my  eye  and  told  my  clerk  we'd  show  them  boys  a  trick. 
And  we'd  hustle  throTfrli  that  piU>  so  ,'-o()n  'twould  fairly  make  'em  sick; 
The  way  we  'rastled  them  returns  wouhl  have  made  you  laff  to  see. 
Hut  we  Kot  'em  done  about  as  (luick  as  they  tumbled  onto  me. 

We  worked  and  jjot  'em  straijrlitened  up,  an'  Horte<l  o',    the  pile, 
An'  then  I  fairly  huK^ed  myself,  an'  smiled  a  ureat  bi«  smile, 
For  them  jolly  Secretaries  had  done  their  work  so  well. 
There  was  really  only  three  or  four  that  1  longed  to  send  to well. 

That  ouJjht  to  go  to  'ritin  sclu.ol  an'  improve  their  hands  a  bit. 
Till  you  wouldn't  think  to  see  their  work,  'twas  by  a  lawyer  'rit 
Hnt  come  to  take  'em  all  in  all,  I'll  challeiige  ;iny  state. 
To  show  a  lot  of  Secretaries  nearer  up  to  date. 

'Most  all  of  the  four  hundred  are  a  si)lendid  lot  of  boys; 
They  do  their  work  '  ritrht  uji  to  snuff'  altho'  they  make  no  noise; 
And  all  but  one  made  out  returns,  an'  niost'y  in  good  time; 
May  they  live  long,  and  finally  up  Jacob's  ladder  climl).  " 

The  Crrand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  accorded  i-ecoi»iii- 
tion  l>y  the  a(k)j)tioii  of  the  foUowino-  ivst)lution  : 

To  the,  M.  W.  (Irdtul  Lo(l<jc  of  Mirhifpni  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report,  and  recommend  the  adoption  thereof  : 

At  the  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1801 ,  our  late 
Brother  Innes,  then  chairman  of  this  committee,  made  a  report  upon  the 
request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zeland  for  recognition,  and  recom 
mended  that  action  be  deferred  for  a  year  or  more,  that  more  definite 
information  concerning  the  status  of  that  Grand  Lodge  might  be 
obtained. 

A  thorough  investigation  now  shows  that  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
regularly  organized  and  has  been  working  successfully  for  the  past  five 
years.  It  has  now  over  one  hundred  Ivodges  working  under  it,  and  htis 
been  officially  recognized  by  nearly  all  American  and  all  Canadian  Grand 
Lodges.  Your  committee  therefore  offer  ^lie  following  resolution  and 
ask  its  adoption  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zeland,  be  and  is  hereby 
recognized  as  a  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  and  is  fraternally  welcomed  into 
the  ever  lengthening  chain  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  that  an  exchange  of 
representatives  be  effected  between  our  (irund  Lodge  and  that  of  New 
Zealand. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JEFFERSON  S.  CONOVEK, 

Coinmitlee. 

Returns  show  IJ81  J^od^es.     37.701)  ineinlters. 

Report    on    (;orrespon<lenee  is  *»  l»oiled  <lown   and    run 
throuijh   (!onover's  condenser.  "      IJ.   C.   for  18U5  incliuled. 
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Bro.  Conovor  lias  wsirttwl  no  tiiiio  or  wonls  in  liis  report  and 
we  feel  sorry  to  .see  it  so,  as  lie  is  capahU'  of  j^ivino-  us  his 
ideas,  and  hope  that  his  "eontUMiser"  will  not  ot;t  out  of  order 
next  year. 

JoUN    J.    CJ.MiTKN,   Flint. 

M.    W.  Grand  Master. 

Jeffkrson  S.  CoNovKii,  (voldwater, 

A*.    W.   Gruuil  Seerctoi'ij. 

5;Jrd  Communication,  Saginaw,  2()th  January,  18JI7. 
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QRKPARATOiiV  to  openincT  the  Grand  Lodov,  iJro.  Calvin 
[^  Ia  lirown,  (Jrand  Master,  opened  a  Lod*;e  of  ISfaster 
Masons.  The  roll  having  been  called  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  opened  in  Ample  Form.  From  the  address  it  is  learned 
that  Drethren  to  the  number  of  fourteen  thousand  are  on  the 
roll  of  membership  and  are  esteemed  amono'  the  best  citizens 
of  the  State,  and  that  the  Gi'and  Lodge  rejoices  in  a  "  well- 
rej)lenished  treasury.  "  I>ro.  l>rown  found  it  wise  to  grant 
dispensations  for  the  formation  of  three  new  Lodges,  which 
were  afterwards  chartered  Other  dispensations  had  been 
granted,  but  they  were  in  the  line  of  precedent,  and  no  at- 
tempt to  establish  new  ones  was  indulged   in. 

Improbation  of  character  at  Masonic  trials  received  this 
illustration  : 

"  I  advised  that  the  impeachment  of  witnesses  in  a  Masonic  trial 
should  not  be  allowed,  I  mean  by  impeachment,  the  calling  of  one 
witness  to  testify  or  swear  that  he  would  not  believe  his  brother  wituess 
on  oath,  or  that  the  reputation  of  8U(!h  witness  for  truth  and  veracity  is 
bad.  There  is  too  much  personal  enmity  displayed  in  such  matters— too 
much  hatred  and  ill-will,  and  generally,  too  little  real  truth  or  real  fact 
to  the  impeaching  evidence  to  warrant  its  toleration  in  a  society  ^"hose 
members  meet  each  other  on  the  level,  and  among  whom  sbouid  exist 
those  sentiments  of  brotherly  love  and  affection  taught  and  inculcated 
by  the  symbolic  use  of  the  trowel. " 
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Ainonrr  the  tliint^s  tlie  Brother  refuse<l  to  do  were,  to 
suspend  tlie  operation  of  the  hy-lav\'  of  ,i  suhordinate  ;  ex<'ept 
ill  two  instances,  to  grant  permission  to  receive  and  act  on 
petitions  in  less  than  tlie  reo;nlation  time  ;  to  review  the  rnlin<r 
of  a  presiding  IVCaster  at  the  instance  of  a  floor  memher  hy 
direct  communication. 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  members  and  deca- 
dence of  one  of  the  Lodo;es  the  cliarter  was  withdrawn. 

I>ro.  Brown  presented  this  contrilmtion  on    the   subject 

of    charity — the    crrtatest   ashlar   in    the   foundation    of    the 

Onler,  and  one  which  is  attracting  as  much  attention   among 

the  thinkers  of  the   Craft   as  any   other,   in   the  relation   of 

<lonor  or  disj)ender  : 

"  Charity,  one  of  our  greatest  and  best  principles,  in  its  broadest 
sense,  means  kindness  of  heart.  It  is  not  acquired  by  habit,  by  cultiva- 
tion, nor  by  association.  It  is  a  sentiment,  or  condition,  of  the  heart 
given  us  by  our  Divine  Maker.  As  individuals  we  are  all  willing  to 
render  to  our  fellow-men  such  aid  and  comfort  as  our  circumstances  will 
permit.  As  Masons  we  are  not  only  willing,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  render 
such  aid  and  assistance.  Every  Mason  in  poor  and  destitute  circum- 
stances has  the  right  to  ask  and  demand  it.  How  best  to  extend  and 
bestow  it  is  a  matter  about  which  we  may  not  all  agree.  Whether  we 
consider  it  from  the  standpoint  of  kindness  or  of  duty,  the  question 
whether  the  Lodge  or  brethren  where  the  destitute  brother  hapi)ens  to 
be  located,  either  temporarily  or  permanently,  should  be  required  or  ex- 
pected to  provide  the  proper  and  necessary  relief,  or  whether  the  Lodge 
to  wliich  the  brother  belongs  should  do  so,  is  a  question  which  might 
very  properly  be  definitely  regulated  in  all  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  by 
some  suitable  and  uniform  rule." 

This  was  sii[)plemented  by  the  C/Oininittee  on  .lurispru- 

dence  in  the  following  language,  which  was  adojited  : 

"The  riile  adopted  and  which  prevails  in  this  Grand  Lodge  jurisdic- 
tion is  that  the  wayfaring  brother  in  distress  is  entitled  to  relief  from 
any  Masonic  brother  to  whom  he  applies,  so  far  as  his  ability  will  permit, 
without  injury  to  himself,  and  that  this  relief  should  be  extended  with- 
out hope  of  fee  or  expectation  of  reward.  This  Grand  Lodge  has,  by 
attirmativo  regulation,  enacted  that  no  brother  or  subordinate  Lodge 
extending  relief  to  a  wayfaring  brother  in  distress,  shall  apply  for  or  ask, 
directly  or  indirectly,  roimbursement  or  reward  for  such  relief,  and  we 
deem  such  rule  as  reflecting  the  true  and  correct  principle  and  basis  for 
Masonic  relief.  Your  committee  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge 
fraternally  decline  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposition  made." 

The  Grand  Orator  delivered  the  annual  oration,  which 
was  of  much  interest,  and  a  scholarly  production.  It  is  with 
reirret  that  it  cannot  bo  transcribed  as  a  whole  for  the  edtica- 
tion  of  this  constituency. 
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Tliis  I'eviewer  lias  tried  to  j)roparo  a  tw^iune  in  condens- 
ed form,  l)nt  lian  utterly  failed  to  reduce  the  oration  to  the 
means  at  his  disj)()sal  with  )ut  emasculation  of  essentials. 

From  the  Committee  on  Ancient  Landmarks  these 
thoutrhts,  with  the  poetical  nllusion  to  the  nautilus  : 

"  The  oriyin  of  the  ceremony  of  the  laying  of  corner-stones  dates  far 
back  in  the  history  of  ihe  venerable  past  in  connection  with  our  ancient 
craft.  What  the  institution  has  accompHshed  in  the  past  is  well  known. 
Its  productions  as  an  operative  society  are  no  mean  monuments  of  its 
{iflory.  We  are  indebted  to  it  for  most  of  those  splendid  and  magnificent 
structures  which,  even  at  the  present  day,  jjoint  theii*  aspiring  donifs 
toward  tlie  heaven  of  heavens,  and  beneath  which  man  breathes  his 
prayers  »)'  peace  and  gladness.  To  their  predecessors  in  the  craft  man- 
kind are  indebted  for  those  majestic  monuments  of  human  skill,  the 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  which,  though  many  thousand  years  have  passed 
away,  still  exist ;  also  the  temples  of  Thebes  and  Memphis,  whose  colossal 
ruins  are  to  this  day  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  traveler.  Per- 
copolis,  with  its  splendid  palatial  edifices  of  cedar  ;  Babylon,  with  her 
hanging-gardens  ;  Nineveh,  with  her  mighty  walls  ;  Baalbecand  Palmyra, 
majestic  even  in  their  ruinn ;  Lhe  labyrinths  of  Egypt,  Lemnos,  and 
Crete,  and  the  marble  glories  of  Greece.    *    *    * 

*'  An  American  poet  has  found  the  analogy  and  parable  of  such  a 
growth  in  the  shell  of  the  chambered  nautilus,  which,  beginning  with 
but  a  tiny  knob,  advanced  in  its  spiral  growth  year  by  year  until  it  ex- 
panded into  the  completed  nize ;  and  then,  when  its  life-work  was  ac- 
conipiished,  and  tlie  life  within  it  ceased  to  be,  was  left  upon  the  sandy 
seashore  tiie  deserted  tenement  of  a  life  which  had  fulfilled  its  task  and 
passed  away.  And  inte.preting  that  2)arablb  as  a  lesson  of  human  life, 
lie  san,'^  its  sermon  to  his  own  spiritual  nature  : 

"  MiiUd  tiiPO  more  statt'ly  mansions,  O  my  Honl, 

Ah  tlic  Hwift  Koasons  roU, 

Loiivp  tli(»  low  vhhIUmI  jwrnt. 

Let  ciicli  now  tcmplo,  Kmniler  than  tlio  last. 

SImt  tfiKo  from  lioaven  l)y  a  domo  more  vast, 

Till  thou  a   l«n«tli  art  free, 

LeuvinK  thii'o  unknown  sliell  on  Tinio's  unrostinp;  son  '  " 

llni.  Irvino-  Todd  presented  the  Correspondence  re])ort 
on  Itehalf  t)f  the  committee. 

In  reviewiuii'  New  .lersev  he  dissents  from  one  of  the 
decisions  rendei'cd  by  Iho.  Diiraiid  that  oiu' actintr  as  conn- 
s(^l  cai'.'iot  he  <lepi'ived  of  his  i-iojit  ol"  vole  as  menditM",  and 
says:  "  The  second  (lecisi(»;i  is  somewhat  snrpi'isinji;,  hias 
heino;  o-(Mier'dly  C()nsidei'e(l  a  prime  disipialitication  for  jii<l«ij- 
ino-  upon  the  merits  of  a  case.  '" 

There  is  no  esto|)pel  of  'i  he  vote  of  m  nuMuher  in  jj;ood 
standino;.  This  status  c;'.p  only  !><>  impuo;ne(l  by  due  process 
of  law — the  preiermeint  .»!'  ('haro;es  and  ct)nse(pu'nct>s  oi' jijuilt. 
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In  practice  in  the  courts  of  law,  notwitlistandino;  lii.s  forensic 
skill  ami  supi'cnie  (effort  in  defence,  counsel  sometimes,  in 
his  lieart  of  hearts,  consents  to  tlie  guilt  of  his  client.  The 
vote  in  this  instance,  in  a  Masonic  Lodge,  is  hy  secret  ballot, 
or  at  least  it  so  obtains  in  New  Jersey,  and  shouhl  be  gov- 
erned by  conscience. 

CaI-VIN    L.    IikOWN, 

Grant}  Mitater. 

TnoMAS  M()NT(i<)MKI4Y, 

(ira  lid  Set  Tt'ta  i  'y . 
■ :o'. 


cn  o  n  t  a  n  a 

iUsT    ANNI  AT, UKI.KNA OtU  OOTOIJKIi,    1S1>5. 


/?;v>.  Janx'fi  11.  Montt'ith,  M.   W.  Graml  Maxtor'. 

©V  \l  Representative  not  reported  present. 
The  (irand  Master's  address  reported  :  ''The  year  just 
closed  has  been  a  com])aratively  uneventful  oiu'  in  the 
history  of  ♦'his  Jurisdiction,  and  as  far  as  my  observation  has 
gone    we   have   e;ij«»yi  1    our  full   average   measure  of  peace, 
harmony  an<l  prosperity." 

Di^cisions  recorded  are  few,  and  contain  iiothini»;  of 
interest  outside  the  Jurisdiction. 

Ileturns  show  ))\)  Lodges  with  2,4U1  ii»embers-  gain  of 
VM  for  the  year. 

The  ''Fraternal  Correspondence  "  not  at  ail  an  un- 
appiopriate  name  is  by  tlu^  (rrand  Secretary,  13ro.  Cornelius 
Hedges,  which,  as  usual,  is  an  interestitig,  instructive  and 
carefully  prepared  review  of  (irand  Lodge  proceiMlings. 

I'ritirih  Columbia  foi*  LSl)4  huH  its  place  and  share  of 
comnuMit. 

<  )f  our  Correspondence  lieport  he  says  : — 


^ 
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"Past  (irand  Master  Marcus  Wolfe  gives  auother  correspondence 
report,  which  ho  t-ays  he  has  tuorviughly  enjoyed.  Prepared  in  such  a 
si)irit,  roaderK  will  enjoy  it,  too.  He  has  the  faculty,  a  fortune  in  itself, 
of  seeing  Romet! lint,' K'Jod  everywhere.  He  makes  generous  quotations. 
Montana  lias  a  plea.sjint  notice.  He  makes  a  good  suggestion,  not 
enough  heeded,  that  the  evil  of  non-afliJiation  springs  mostly  from  the 
introduction  of  i)()or  material  among  the  workmen.  Qnnlity'shonld  be 
regarded,  rather  than  ([uantity,  and  the  unquestioned  ri^ht  of  secret 
ballot  ought  to  guard  the  entrance  better  than  it  does.  Our  Bro, 
thinks  it  a  pity  that  there  is  such  a  difference  of  ojjinion  on  what  are 
the  ancient  landmarks.  The  very  implicit  respect  we  are  taught  and 
bound  to  pay  to  the  genuine  landmarks  of  the  Order  naturally  makes 
us  t?autiou8  about  thus  canonizing  many  modern  innovations.  When 
sifted  down,  there  are  very  few  of  these  landmarks,  and  the  prerogative 
of  making  new  ones  belongs  to  enlightened  reason,  guided  by  wisdom 
and  justice.  We  rejoice  in  the  many  evidences  of  prosperous  growth 
among  our  l)retliren  of  the  North  Pacific  slope." 

M.   W.  JaMKS    11.   ^IlLI,S, 

G  I'd  lid  Ma  titer,  Ueleiui. 

It.   W.   CORNELII  S    IIkIKJES, 

Grand  Secretary,  Helena. 
:}2m(1  Aiiiiiiul,  llutte,  ard  Wednesday,  Sept.  :8t)0. 
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mississippi 

7StII    ANN!  AI,       .IACKSON-  -2()|  II     I- KliUl!  A  K  Y ,     1  H'.*!*. 
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i\f.    ir.  Jaiiirs  T.  /farr/so/f,  (tr<tn<l  Master. 

y  \\  IJcpi'csciiliitive  not  recorded  |)r('seiit. 

'I'lic  ( Ji-aiid  Masfei'*s  opciiiiio;  I'cniarks  eoiituiii  a  I>eauti- 
I'lil  vein  of  scntiineiit  :    - 

"  r^et  luy  fu'st  act,  tlu^n,  on  this  oci'asion,  b(>  to  tliiiid;  you  for  your 
loving  kindness,  (expressed  by  gcnth'  forl)('arMn<'e  ;  for  I  can  of  a  very 
trut-ii  rt'inaik  my  hopes  have  not  been  in  vain  for  my 'trust  was  well 
founded.'  'J\>  admit  that  1  have  erred  is  l)ul  to  nay  that  I  am  human 
and  yet,  your  brotherly  love  has  so  encompassed  iiu'  that  my  ears  have 
lU'ver  caught  the  faintest,  (clio  of  a  chiding. 

I  (>ste(>in  it.  tiien,  a  proud  and  happy  distinction  to  luivc  held  the 
gavel  of  authority  over  such  an  im|)osiug  array  of  unsurpassable  niei'. 
i\lay  th(H<indness  that  you  have  bestowi'd  upon  me  bcM'eturiu'd  seven 
fold  to  y<tu  and  yours  by  Him  who  hohls  the  dcHiinies  of  nun  I'li  Mis 
hands  ;in, I  dispenses  mercies  in  tlu^  magndnd  of  His  al)un(liiiier.  May 
these  nuTcies  follow  after  you  as  regularly  an  '  unceasingly  as  the  <>bb 
and  How  of  the  tid(<of  the  sea  and  iie  as  certain  as  the  judgment  of  a 
(H)urt  of  romp(>leiit  jurisdiction,  which  im|)orts  absolute  verity. 
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And,  wbile  our  thonj^hts  arc  tbus  turned  to  Him,  let  us  bow  witli 
greatful  bearts  that  wo  bave  been  tluus  permitted,  HMiee  our  laatdrand 
Comnuinication  still  to  rest  in  tbe 'bollow  of  liis  hand,' and  that  the 
glory  of  His  smile  has  lit  the  pathways  that  have  broujjfbt  us  together 
again.  Let  us  also  rejoice  that  our  greiit  IlepuhHc  has  been  periiutted 
to  nestle  under  the  snowy  wings  of  the  white  Angel  of  Peace,  and  yet 
be  mindful  that  'wars  and  rumors  of  wars'  are  disturbing  outside 
nations;  and  with  uplifted  faces  and  ilewy  eyes  ask  our  (Irand  Master 
on  high  to  calm  the  storms  political  that  tlireateu  their  destruction. 

In  this  f!()ime(;tion  we  point  with  |»ride  to  the  fact  our  bretliren  in 
tbe  mother  country  and  this  are  actively  engageil  in  diffusing  the  grand 
twin  doctrines  of  charity  an<l  forl)earance,  so  ciose'y  united  in  Masonry, 
that  a  better  and  kinder  understanding  may  be  arrived  nt  by  and 
between  the  two  nations. 

Surely  it  is  not  an  idle  l)oast  that  l-'reemasonry  is  the  universal 
Order  of  humanity,  and  fully  recognizes  the  common  brotherhood  of 
man.  May  all  such  etlbrts  meet  witii  success  and  the  world  know  of  a 
trut''.  that  lore  is  a  heaven-inherited  iiuiiMty  and  that  man,  so  perfectecl 
by  this  divine  endowment,  is  not  only  nature's  grandest  possil)ihty,  but 
is  higher  in  the  order  of  existence  than  an  archangel. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  let  us  proffer  grateful  acknowledgements 
that  our  unrivaled  Order  has  not  only  been  [jermitted  to  shed  its  lustre 
ever  the  dark  ages  of  the  dim  past,  but  has  been  allowed  to  keep  not 
only  abreast,  but  in  advj\nce  of  modern  progress,  until  •  s  beacon  light  is 
like  a  sentinel  in  the  tower. 

It  gives  me  pleastire  to  announce  that  Freemasonry  in  this  (irand 
.rurisdi(!tion  '  ->  prospering,  and  it  goes  without  saying,  that  our  increase 
is  only  from  the  best  element  of  the  commonwealth. 

When,  as  is  kn(nvM,  the  unwritl<'n  rule  of  our  Order  is  neither  to 
pra  se  it  to  an  ortsider  nor  solicit  membership,  the  fact  of  said  increase 
can  only  be  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  itn  beuetlceuce. 

Let  me  welcome  you  then  to  this  (Irand  Communication  and  im 
press  upon  you  at  the  same  time  the  imjjortant  objects  of  its  convoca 
tion.     Tict   us  with  sobriety  and   wisdoui   attain    those  objiH'ls,  that  as 
individuals  wo  may  bo  improved,  »!nd  the  good  of  the  (Iraft  advanced." 

I'lic  ( Jrnnd  liodoi'  oi'  Oklalioi'iii  was  accoiwbd  I'ralcinal 
rocoo'tiition. 

A  11  (jiK^stidiis  oil  Masonic  I, aw  and  .1  m  ispiiHlt'iicc  arc 
rcfci'i'c(l  to  ilic  { '(tiiiiiiittcc.  w  lio  lia\('  made  a  most  cxliaiisl  i\ c 
report,  and  whose  riiliiios  ajipcar  to  l»c  in  haniiony  with  tjic 
hiws  of  the  jurisdiction. 

lie  ruled  lliat  an  Miiterc<l  A  |i|»re'ilice  who  has  had  his 
left  arm  amputated  since  initiation  could  he  ad\  aiiced.  (^)nite 
"irrccl. 

ThcCiraiid  Lodo'e  (tf  \'icloria  was  accorded  rraternal 
recognition. 
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Tlio  following,  on   the  Grand    Mai^tcM-'s   preroo;ative  to 
make  a  Mason  at  sinjlit  was  adopted. 

SPKOIAL  LAW  RF:P0KT  Ar-OPTED. 

The  specnal  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurispru- 
dence on  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  Masous  at  Hif,'ht 
was  then  read  and  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows: 

To  the  Most  Wom/iijifnl,  the  Grand  Lodge: 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to 
report  that  thoy  have  given  mature  consideration  to  so  much  of  their 
report  of  last  year  relating  to  the  making  of  Masons  at  sight  by  the 
Grand  Master,  as  was  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  report  at  this 
annual  communication. 

We  have  carefully  re-read  the  voluminous  arguments,  pro  and  con, 
whi(.:h  hav(?  been  written  on  this  subject,  so  far  as  they  are  accessible  to 
us,  a  mere  summary  of  whicli  would  exhaust  your  patience,  and  we  fear 
add  but  little  to  a  correct  solution  of  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Grand  Master  ever  possessed  such  a  prerogative,  for  the  reason  that 
most  of  wl)at  has  been  written  is  merely  assertive  or  in  denial  o/  the 
alleged  prer-ogative,  according  to  the  bias  of  the  writer,  without  citing 
historical  authority  for  or  against  the  doctrine. 

In  1853,  this  Grand  Lodge  adopted,  after  full  discussion,  as  we  infer 
from  the  record,  a  report  written  by  Past  Grand  Master  Mellen,  in  which 
it  is  distinctly  asserted  that  the  Grand  Master  has  the  i)rerogative  of 
making  Masons  at  sight  and  we  regard  tliis  as  fully  committing  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  the  doctrine.  The  argument  of  the  report  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  late  Dr.  Mackey,  who  claimed  that  it  was  a  landmark,  but 
as  Bro.  Mellen 's  report  embraced  extraneous  matter,  we  think  that  we 
can  best  present  the  precise  question  which  we  are  considering  by  fol- 
lowing the  line  of  Hro.  Mackey's  argument,  as  contained  in  his  work  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  where  it  is  as  clearly  and  forcibly  presented  as 
by  any  writer  who  has  written  on  the  subject. 

He  says  the  claim  that  the  Grand  Master  has  the  prerogative  of 
making  Masons  at  sight  is  based  upon  two  of  his  so-called  landmarks, 
which  were  by  him  numbered  seventh  and  eighth,  as  follows: — 

I.ANDMAKK  SEVENTH. 

The  prerogative  of  the  (Jrand  Master  to  giv<>  disj)ensations  for  open- 
ing and  holding  Ijodges,  is  anotjur  landmark.  He  may  gratit  in  virtue 
of  this,  to  a  Hullicieiit  ninul)er  of  Masons,  the  privilege  of  meeting 
tngi'tiicr  and  conferring  degrees.  The  Ijodges  tiiiis  establiwlied  are  called 
Lodgt's  and<'r  Dispensation.  They  are  strictly  creatures  of  the  (Jrand 
Master,  cnMited  by  his  authority,  e.xistmg  only  during  his  will  and  pleas- 
ure, and  liable  at  any  nionieiit  to  l)e  dissolved  at  his  iMtnuuantl.  They 
tiuiv  be  continued  for  a  diiy.  a  inontli,  or  six  months  ;  but  whatever  bo 
the  period  of  their  exisleiice,  tli(>y  are  indebted  for  that  existejice  solely 
to  the  grace  of  the  Grand  MasttM-. 

rjANDMAUK    KKini'II. 

The  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  Miisons  at  sight  is  a 
hnuimark  which  Im  closely  eoniieeled  witli  the  preceding  one.  There 
has  been  much  niisapiireliension  in  relation  to  this  limdmark,  which 
misappreheuMion  has  sonu>tini(\s  led  to  n  denial  of  its  existence  in  juris- 
dictions wherei  the  (Jrand  Master  was  perhaps  at  tlui  very  time  sui)Htan- 
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tially  exercising  the  preroj^ative,  without  the  slijjhtest  remark  or  oppo- 
sition. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  (Irancl  Master  can  retire  with  a 
profane  into  a  private  room,  and  there,  witliout  assistance,  confer  the 
degrees  of  Freemasonry  upon  him.  No  sucli  prerogative  exists,  and  yet 
many  beheve  that  this  is  the  so  miich  talked  of  right  of  '  making  Masons 
at  sight.'  The  real  mode  and  the  only  mode  ot  exercising  the  preroga- 
tive is  this :  The  Grand  ^Master  summoned  to  his  assistance  not  less 
than  six  other  Masons,  convenes  a  Lodge,  and  without  any  previous  pro- 
bation, but  o)i  f^igfitot  the  candidate,  confers  liie  degrees  upon  him,  after 
which  he  dissolves  the  Lodge,  and  dismisses  the  brethren.  Lodges  thus 
convened  for  special  purposes  are  called  '  Occasional  Lodges.'  This  is 
the  only  way  in  which  any  Grand  Master  wi  hin  the  records  of  the  insti- 
tution has  ever  been  known  to  '  make  a  Mason  at  sight.'  The  preroga- 
tive is  dependent  upon  that  of  granting  dispensations  to  open  and  hold 
Lodges.  If  the  Grand  Master  had  the  power  of  granting  to  any  other 
Mason  the  privilege  of  presiding  over  Lodges  working  by  liis  dispensa- 
tion, he  mpy  assume  this  privilege  of  presiding  to  himself;  and  as  no 
one  can  deny  his  right  to  revoke  his  dis[)ensation  granted  to  a  number 
of  brethren  at  a  distance,  and  to  dissolve  the  Lodge  at  his  pleasure,  it 
will  scarcely  be  contended  that  he  may  not  revoke  his  dispensaticm  for 
a  Lodge  over  which  he  himself  has  been  i)residing,  witliin  a  day,  and 
dissolve  the  Lodge  as  soon  as  the  business  for  which  he  has  assembled  it 
is  accomplished.  The  making  of  Masons  at  siglit  is  only  the  conferring 
of  the  degrees  by  the  Grand  Master,  at  once,  in  an  occasional  Ijodge, 
ctinstituted  by  his  dispensing  power  for  the  purj)08e.  and  over  which  ho 
presides  in  person.  Mackey's  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  page  22,  et  seq.: 
Wo  have  given  in  full  the  argument  of  tliis  illustrious  author  and  Ma- 
sonic stiulent  as  being  the  best  i)reseutation  of  the  claim  that  the  pre- 
rogative exists  which  we  have  met;  it  is  true  that  others  l.ave  used  mere 
words,  but  Bro.  Mackey's  statement  is  in  substam  e  the  entire  argument. 
With  all  due  respect  for  Bro.  Ma(;key,  we  are  forced  to  say  that  pr()l)al)ly 
no  claim  was  over  built  up  upon  a  flimsier  founilation  and  we  think  that 
it  would  be  imi)OSHible  to  tiud  a  greater  number  ctf  misstatements  of  the 
law  governing  any  important  (pieslion,  which  lias  occupied  Masonic 
writers  for  nearly  half  a  century.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  at 
the  time  when  Bro.  MacUoy  wrote.  Masons  were  much  more  credulous 
than  they  now  are,  in  the  light  of  recent  investigations  into  the  truth 
of  alleged  Masonic  history. 

It  is  not  true  now,  and  never  was,  that  Lodges  are  created  by  virtue 
of  any  i)rerngntiv«>  of  tlio  (irand  Master.  Originally  the  privilege  of 
meeting  and  conferring  degrees,  says  Hro.  Mackey,  in  a  '"ote  a|»p(Mided 
to  tlu!  quotation  from  him  which  we  have  made,  was  inherent  in  all  Ma- 
sons as  individuals  and  according  to  I'rcston,  page  IHO,  Illustrations, 
American  edition,  *a  sullicient  number  of  Masons  met  together  within 
a  certain  district,  with  the  consent  of  the  sluM'itV  or  chief  magistrate  of 
the  j)lace,  were  empowered  at  this  time  to  make  Masons,  and  praetieo 
tluM'ights  of  Masonry  without  the  warrai.t  of  constitution.  The  priv- 
ilege was  inherent  in  tluMuselves  as  individuals:  and  this  pnvileg*'  is 
still  enjoyed  by  the  two  old  Lodges  now  t  \tant,  wiiich  act  by  immemo- 
rial constitution.' 

According  to  the  same  authority  'on  the  27tli  day  of  Deceuibor, 
]()()l{,  II  gen(^ral  assembly  was  h(>ld  at  which  several  nsefiil  regulatiouH 
w«'re  iiiiide  ;' iimong  other  regulations  made  at  this  as«eml>ly  were  the 
following: 

I.  That  no  person  of  what  degre(>  soever,  be  nuide  or  accepted  a 
••''rjH'UuiHoii  ludesH  in  a  icgular  Lodge,  whereof  on(!  b(>  a  >raster  or  War- 
den in  that  limit  or  division  where  such  Lodge  is  kept,  and  nuotluT  lie  a 
(draftsman  in  the  trade  of  Freerausonrv. 
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5.  Tliat  for  the  future  the  suid  Fraternity  of  Freemasons  shall  be 
regulated  and  fjoverned  by  one  (Jrand  Master,  and  as  many  Wardens  as 
the  said  Society  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  at  every  annual  general  assem- 
bly.    Preston's  lUustraticms,  134:. 

To  understand  this  matter  more  clearly,  says  Dr.  Oliver  in  a  note 
to  Preston,  paj^e  109,  it  may  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  orif,'i!ial  institu- 
tion of  that  assembly  callod  a  general  or  (Jrand  Lodjtje.  It  was  not  then 
restricted,  as  it  is  understood  now  to  be,  to  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of 
private  Lodges,  with  the  (Jrand  Master  and  his  Wardens  at  their  head  ; 
it  consisted  of  as  many  of  the  Fraternity  (if  /"r(je,  as,  being  within  a 
convenient  distance,  could  attend,  once  or  twice  in  a  year,  under  the 
auspices  of  one  general  head,  who  wa^  elected  and  installed  ?.t  one  of 
these  meetings  and  who,  for  the  time  being,  ret^eived  homsge  as  the  sole 
governor  of  the  whole  body.  The  idea  of  confining  tlie  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry, by  a  warrant  of  constitution,  to  certain  individuals  convened  on 
certain  days  at  certain  places,  had  then  no  existence.  There  was  but 
one  family  among  Masons,  and  every  Mason  was  a  branch  of  that  family. 
It  18  true,  the  privileges  of  the  different  degrees  of  the  Order  always 
centered  in  certain  members  of  the  Fraternity,  who,  according  to  their 
advancement  in  the  art,  were  authorized  by  the  ancient  charges  to  as- 
semble in,  hold,  and  rule  Lodges,  at  their  will  and  discretion,  in  such 
places  as  best  suited  their  convenience,  and  when  so  assembled,  to  re- 
ceive pupils  and  deliver  instructions  in  the  art ;  but  all  the  tribute  from 
these  individuals,  separately  and  collectively,  rested  ultimately  in  the 
general  assembly,  to  which  all  the  Fraternity  might  repair,  and  to  whose 
award  all  were  bound  to  pay  submission. 

At  the  reorganization  of  Masonry  in  the  year  1717,  so  much  of  the 
Regulation  of  l()(5'i,  as  defines  what  ooi'stitutes  o  'regular  Lodge,'  was 
taken  into  a  new  draft  as  follows: 

"  The  privilege  of  ussembliug  as  Masons,  which  has  been  hitherto 
tinliiuited,  shall  be  vested  in  certain  Lodges  or  assemblies  of  Masons, 
convened  in  certain  pliKies  ;  and  cvcrij  Lodge  to  be  hereafter  convened, 
exoept  the  four  old  Lodges  at  this  time  existing,  shall  l)e  legally  author- 
ized to  act  by  ivarraul  from  the  (Jrand  Master  for  the  tinui  being,  granted 
to  certain  individuals  hi/  prtiUon  with  the  consent  aiul  ai)probatioD  of  the 
(Jrand  Lodge  in  communication;  and  without  such  warrant  x\o  Loi/f/r 
.ihail  be  hereinafter  deemed  rojnhir  or  constitutional.  " 

It  would  seem  tluit  no  intejligent  examination  of  the  histo'.y  of  the 
very  enactmeiitH  upon  which  it  is  sought  to  support  the  prerogative, 
could  result  in  any  other  ciuiclusion  than  that  the  time  nev.  r  was  when 
Lodges  were  the  cieation  of  a  (Jrand  Master;  they  havo  always  l)een 
sinc(>  h'A\\\  subject  to  the  regulation  of  tlie  general  a^T,embly,  whi(,'h  or- 
dained that  Masons  should  thereafter  be  matle  in  "  regular  Lodges,  "  and 
the  Craft  governed  by  a  (Jrand  Master  and  Wardens  of  its  appointing, 
and  the  only  (jiu^stiou  regarding  them  which  was  within  the  discretion 
of  the  (Jrand  Master  was  whetluM-  a  dispensation  should  issue  pursuant 
to  (!onsti>  tional  authority  and  regulation.  He  granted  or  refused  a 
dispcMisation  to  form  a  iKnv  l,ndgi>ii)  a  "sufticMent  number  of  Masons" 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Oiand  liodge ;  the  (Jraiul  Lodge  pre- 
scribing th(>  numl)cr,  fet>s,  jurisdiction  and  every  other  incident  of  their 
formation.  It  is  as  al)surd  to  say  that  a  Lodge  under  dispens -li ion  is  the 
creature  of  the  (Jrand  Mast(>r,  as  it  would  1)(>  to  say  that  an  (  tlicer  of  th<> 
United  States  appointed  purstiant  to  an  act  of  Congress  bv  th(>  President, 
is  a  creature  of  the  Trcsiilent,  instead  of  the  hivv  of  the  laml.  Mut  it  is 
said  "  tJie  privilege  of  meeting  and  conf(>rring  the  degrees  was  originally 
inherent  in  all  Masons,  as  individuals,  then  it  must  be  iidierent  ui  the 
(irand  Master,  and  was  therefore  his  prerogative,  as  well  as  every  other 
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member  of  the  Craft.  Hut  at  the  reorganisation  of  the  Order  in  1717, 
the  MaKons  as  a  body,  surrendered  this  prero^jative  to  the  (Jrand  Lod<,'e 
but  they  could  not  wnrrender  the  preroj^Mtive  of  the  (Jrand  .Mnster,  fer  it 
was  not  theirs  to  surrender.  "  Note  paj^e  23,  IVIackey  .fur.  Ft  seems  to 
ns  that  if  an  inherent  rif,'ht  could  be  taken  from  one  Mascn  that  it  could 
be  taken  from  another  and  that  the  (irand  Master  Burrondrred,  that  is  if 
there  was  one,  not  in  1717  as  Bro.  Mackey  states,  but  in  l(!(i.!.  whatever 
inherent  rights  he  may  have  had,  when  the  others  surrendered  the  iden- 
tical rij,'lit,  no  more  inherent  in  him  than  in  the  rest  of  them.  .\nd  if  he 
res;H'ved  dehors  tlie  record,  his  riyht,  is  there  not  the  same  evidence  that 
there  were  snnu'  others  wlu)  did  not  surrender  eitlier  juid  iui«ht  they 
not  have  Jissertetl  i  he  rifjht  to  j,'o  on  makiiijf  Masons  in  tiie  t,'<'od  old  way 
practiced  l)efore  lt'6;^  ?  There  is  nothing  whatever  to  show  that  the 
Karl  of  St.  Albans,  who  is  said  lo  have  presided  as  (Jrand  Master  at  the 
general  assembly,  reserved  any  prerogativi- to  himself  and  his  suci-essors. 
The  truth  is  that  the  whole  argument  is  as  tiimsy  as  cobwebs  and  will 
not  bear  e.xaminatiou  in  any  light. 

The  prerogative  of  making  Masons  at  sight,  says  Mackey,  is  closely 
connected  with  the  prerogative  (tf  ( irand  Miisters  to  give  dispensations 
for  opening  and  holding  Lodges  and  lie  illustrates  by  asserting  that 
whenever  the  Grand  Master  grnnted  his  dispensation  to  nn  unchartered 
bodge  to  dispense  with  the  necessary  probation,  and  was  present  and 
presiding  at  the  conferring  of  the  degnses.  he  was  virtually  making  a 
Mason  at  sight.  But  since  170;}  it  lias  not  been  within  the  power  of  the 
(Irand  Master  to  dispense  with  the  regulation  adopted  in  that  year,  'that 
no  Lodge  shall  ever  make  a  Mason  without  due  intjuiry  into  his  charac- 
ter.'  The  last  clause  of  this  regulation  authori/ed  him  to  grant  a  dis- 
pensation to  make  and  raise  a  biother  al  one  and  the  same  meeting,  but 
did  not  extend  to  dispensing  witii  due  inquiry  as  to  character.  This 
regulation  reads  as  follows  ; 

'That  no  Lodge  slutll  cri  f  make  a  Mason  without  ihic  i}i(/Niri/  into 
his  character  ;  neither  shall  any  Lodge  be  nerniitt;'  i  to  iniike  and  raist^ 
the  same  brother,  at  one  and  the  sjmie  meeting,  \vithi)ut  a  dispensation 
from  the  Orand  Master,  wlii(;h,  on  very  particular  occasions  only,  may 
be  retjuested. ' 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  reorganization  in  1717  the  regulation  of 
]{\()^  was  not  repealed,  but  rather  it  was  re-enacted  and  the  ;idditi(.n 
made  regarding  the  conferring  of  mon;  than  ^m^^  degree  on  the  same  day 
u[)on  any  one  individual,  whicli  coukl  only  be  l)y  ibspensatiou  fnmi  the 
(Jrand  Master.  It  seems  to  have  escaped  the  artfntion  of  th' st>  who 
contend  for  the  high  prerogative  iilea,  that  the  paragraph  is  broken  into 
two  distinct  |)arts  by  the  semi  c'lon  and  that  the  portion  relating  to  it 
is  i|uite  distinct  from  that  reganlnig  the  making  of  Masons,  and  while  the 
latter  is  pubject  to  tl.e  dispensing  fiower,  the  former  is  not. 

If  the  oHice  of  ( irand  Master  is  older  tlian  written  constitutions,  a 
theory  once  prevalent  but  which  has  l»een  refuted  time  iind  agan;  and  in 
sufiport  of  wiiich  not  a  shadow  of  authority,  sjivh  P.ro,  i'arvin.  itis  ever 
been  adduced,  then  it  is  certain  that  whatever  prerogative  he  ra>  have 
previously  had  to  create  Lodges^  of  his  own  will  iind  jili'asnre  t<-' iiniated, 
for  thereafter  dispensations  could  'uh  l>e  grantee  with  tlie  <  itm«««nt.  and 
approbati<'n  t)f  the  (Jrand  Lodge.  '  The  power  of  consenting  (!arri«H  with 
it  the  power  of  denying  and  thus  the  «'i)tire  matter  was  vested  in  the 
Orand  jjodge,  wher(>  it  hiis  reiuamed  ever  siiic(>.  The  privilege  ol'  meet 
ing  and  conferring  the  degrees,  lis  has  been  said,  was  originally  inh»^rent 
in  all  Mmsous,  as  individuals  ;  this  being  so  it  would  seem  that  when 
that  jirivilege  was  surrendered  that  it  ''Hrned  with  it  the  'prerogative' 
of  the  (jrand  Master  to  do  precisely  the  same  thing,  for  there  is  nothing 
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to  show  that  he  held  it  independent  of  all  other  Masons  ;  on  the  contrary 
the  fact,  if  tliere  be  any  foundation  of  fact  to  the  claim,  must  have  been 
that  he  held  it  in  ccnnmou  with  the  entire  body  of  the  Craft.  Iho.  Mac- 
key's  argument  was  that  the  wliole  body  of  Masons  could  not  surrender 
the  prerogative  of  the  (xrand  Master  because  it  was  not  theirs  to  sur- 
lender,  but  he  seems  to  have  overlooked  that  a  right  common  to  all 
cannot  be  a  prerogative  belonging  exclusively  to  one.  But  even  if  it 
were  a  prerogative  it  might  have  been  su -rendered  as  has  been  done  in 
numerous  instances  by  privileged  classes  since  the  world  began.  If  a 
right  couid  be  taken  from  one  Mason  it  could  be  from  all,  and  it  was, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  was  expressly  reserved.  Neither  the  al- 
leged regulation  of  lOGiJ  nor  that  of  1717  contains  any  such  reservation, 
exceijt  as  to  the  four  old  Lodges,  and,  by  every  rule  of  construction,  the 
absence  of  such  a  reservation  would  be  fatal  to  its  further  existence. 
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Tt  is  strange  that  such  a  prerogative  is  not  mentioned  in  Anderson's 
Constitutions  or  the  Ancient  Charges  or  Old  Ilegulations,  which  were 
published  in  1723,  but  that  it  was  left  to  slumber  until  Laurence  Der- 
mott,  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Sysmatic  (irand  Lodge,  April  16th,  1777, 
should  have  brought  it  to  light,  sixty  years  after  the  reorganization  took 
place  and  when  every  jjarticipant  was  dead.  Here  is  the  record  as  Der- 
molt  made  it  upon  that  day  at  the  Stewards  Lodge  or  Committee  on 
Charity.  Dermott  stated  that  'although  the  Grand  Master  had  full 
power  and  authority  to  make  (in  his  presence,  or  cause  to  be  made) 
Masons,  when  and  where  he  pleased,  yet  he  could  not  oblige  any  Lodge 
to  admit  the  persons  (so  made)  as  members,  without  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  such  Lodge,  and  if  the  Grand  Master  made  use  of  his  i)rivilege 
in  making  of  Masons,  he  ought  to  have  made  a  sufficient  number  of  them 
to  form  a  Lodge  and  grant  them  a  wan-ant,  by  which  means  they  would 
be  entitled  to  registry,  or  otherwise  not. '  '  This  ruling  of  the  Stewards, ' 
says  the  great  English  Masonic  historian,  Robert  Freck  Gould,  'was 
afterwards  inserted  by  Dermott  as  a  note  to  '  Old  Regulation  XI [I'  in 
'  Ahimau  Rezon,'  1778,  'and  has  served  as  the  foundation  of  authority, 
upon  which  a  strange  doctrine  called  '  Making  Masons  at  sight'  has  been 
erected,'  Gould,  page  4()'2,  Vol.  IV.  A  critical  examination  of  the  Old 
Regulation  to  which  Dermott  ai)pende(l  this  note,  fails  to  disclose  any- 
thing which  serves  as  a  fouud:»tion  for  the  note  itself  and  it  would  be  as 
appropriate  elsewhere  in  his  compilation. 


So  far  we  have  confined  ourselves  to  a  traverse  of  the  old  and  time- 
worn  arguments  which  have  amused  our  brethren  in  the  past,  when 
Masonic  history  wan  of  that  mythical  character  which  prevails  in  all  the 
earlier  Masonic  writings,  but  whic;])  has  been  dispelled  before  the  noon- 
day sun  which  in  recent  year  has  penetrated  its  veil  of  mystery,  and  to- 
day the  writer  who  treats  Masonic  history  as  he  would  a  work  on  myth- 
ology, would  suiiply  become  laughing  stock  for  all  intelligent  Masons. 
In  the  light  which  such  works  as  that  of  Robert  Freck  (iould  and  the 
labors  of  William  .lames  Hughan  and  others  who  have  investigated  and 
written  Masonic  history  as  pliilosophical  truth,  have  thrown  upon  which 
the  arguments  we  have  endeavored  to  meet,  the>  vanish  as  vap»)r  before 
the  noonday  sun,  and  must  be  relegattul  to  the  domain  of  fairy  tales;  for 
the  most  part  they  were  purely  the  eiVorts  of  the  immagiuation  of  those 
who  wrote,  and  the  mi>re  is  Iho  pity,  for  most  of  us  wlio  belong  to  the 
generation  of  Masons  who  read  as  gospel  (ruth  the  teachings  of  the  ven- 
erable array  of  frauds  who  catered  to  the  Masonic  thirst  for  knowledge, 
thirty  >ears  ago,  have  had  to  piunfuily  unlearn  mudi  tliat  W(>  learned 
with  painstaking  care.  It  would  d()ul)tless  have  startled  the  brethren 
who  composed  the  Grmid  Lodge  of  IS").'}  to  hear  us  now  say  that  we 
fully  agree  with  such  Masons  as  Albert  Pike  and  Theodore  S.  rarviu  in 
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the  statement  that  '  there  is  absohitely  no  evidence  that  ther<  over 
was  a  Grand  Master  in  Enjjlaud,  or  a  f,'eneral  assembly  of  Maso'  held 
there,  before  Sayer  was  elected  in  1717.' 

We  are  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  in  this  Grand  Lod},'e,  and  in  a 
number  of  others,  the  doctrine  that  the  Grand  Miister  possesses  powers 
and  perogatives  which  are  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Grand 
Lodfee.  has  been  maintained,  and  we  give  due  weiglit  to  the  learning, 
zeal  and  Masonic  character  of  the  large  number  of  eminent  Masons  who 
have  sustained  the  claim,  but  notwithstanding  the  great  array  of  names 
which  may  be  cited  against  us,  we  failt')tind  in  the  arguments  presented 
a  single  reference  to  any  ancient  law  which  gives,  as  we  conceive,  even 
by  implication,  to  the  Grand  Master  the  right  to  set  aside  a  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  without  so  doing  he  cannot  make  a  Mason  at  sight. 
But,  granting  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  he  formerly  possessed 
such  a  prerogative,  we  are  confrontpd  by  the  fact  that  every  Grand 
Master  in  modern  times  is  obligated  at  least  thrice  to  support  and  main- 
tain the  Constitution  and  regulations  of  the  (Jrand  Lodge,  and  we  think, 
therefore,  that  if  they  do  not  confer  upon  him  the  power  of  setting  aside 
their  provisions  regarding  the  initiation  of  candidates  that  lie  must  be 
deemed  to  have  waived  whatever  prerogatives  lie  may  have  anciently 
possessed,  by  assuming  the  obligation  of  olKce.  He  is  not  above  the 
law,  but  if  possible,  more  than  any  other  Mason,  bound  to  support  and 
maintain  it  in  all  its  integrity.  Without  entering  into  argument  to 
demonstrate  that  the  Grand  Master  is  a  consti'utioual  officer,  it  seems 
very  clear  to  us  that  he  is  at  least  bound  by  the  maxim  in  Masonry  that 
"  those  things  which  are  not  permitted  to  a  Mas  ju  are  clearly  prohib- 
ited." Drummond,  page  552,  History  of  Masonry.  "  It  is  not  permitted 
now,  nor  has  it  been  since  1717,  to  make  a  Mason  '•  except  in  a  regular 
Lodge,"  nor  since  1753,  until  due  iu<iuiry  has  been  made  as  to  his  char- 
acter, nor  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  members  of  a  Lodge, 
which  qualification  is  not  the  subject  of  a  dispensation.    Vlth  Keg. 

Our  conclusion  therefore  is  that  the  perogative  of  making  a  Mason 
at  sight  does  not  exist  and  has  not  since  1717,  or  if  those  who  contend 
for  exploded  Masonic  history  prefer  it,  since  1G03,  and  we  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  preroga 
tiveof  making  a  Mason  at  sight  does  not  exist  by  virtue  of  any  landmark 
or  ancient  regulation,  and  is  not  conferrred  by  the  Constitution  or  Laws 
of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED, 
WILLlAiNI  G.  PAXTON, 
H.  A.  VAUGHAN, 

Committee." 

The  "  Licjuor  (|}iu^sti(»ii  "  m  this  Jui'isdictioii  is  very 
strict  and  rigidly  eiit'orciMJ.  It  oxchwlcs  all  persons  tMio;{io;ed 
ill  solliufT  li(jUor  (Mtlior  hy  wholesale  or  retail. 

Kcturns  show  209  liodges,  with  8S91  niemhors. 
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Rej)()i't  oil  Cori't'spoiKkMice  is  hy  IJro.  Andivw  H. 
I'iii'kloy,  who  niv(.>s  us  n  fr;itei"ii;il  review  of  Sister  (iraiid 
Lodmis  ill  his  iisiiul  style  of  exti'iU't  iiiid  eoiiiiiieiit-  -I>i-itish 
(/oluiiihia  for  1894  iiiciw(kMl. 

I>ro.  Harklev   is   Jil-^)   soiiK^wiuit  of  a  humorist    -/r  our 

t.' 

(J rand  Lodu;e  l>aii(j[ii('t  lie  says  : — 

"The  bancjuet  tfiven  in  honor  of  thf^  Grand  Lod^^e^  and  to  whicli  its 
members  were  all  invited,  was  a  ^raud  success,  and  after  the  brethren  l)ad 
fully  discussed  the  luxuries  provided,  and  had  spent  some  time  in  toast- 
iufj  and  replying,  the  Grand  ^ecretary  informs  us  that  toward  the  end, 
it  is  safe  to  say,  '  fraternal  feeling  was  greatly  augmented,'  and  thus  the 
feast  ended,  every  brother  esteemed  his  neighbor  better  than  himself 
and  went  home  with  mellow  feelings  towards  his  spouse,  who  had 
anxiously  awaited  his  return  until  the  small  hours  of  tlie  morning." 

Jamks  f.  i^^(•(^)OI„ 

Grand  Mast(ri\  Kosciusko. 

J.     L.     I*OWKK, 

Grand  Secretary^  Jackson. 
TDtli  Annual,  Hiloxi,  2nd  Thursday,  February,  1897. 
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-/.  B    T/ioiiias,  M.  ^Y.  Grand  Mader. 

\Y^H()   reported:     "'That    peace  and    liarniony   exist   Ite- 
YY       tweeii  this  (Trand  Lodjre  and   all   the   (-Jrand    I.odo-es 
with  which  we  are  in  fraternal  iiitercourse." 

This  anioiiixst  his  decisions  : 

"A  Brother  asks  :  '  Will  I  be  sustained  if  I  refuse  to  ol)ligate  a 
candidate  who  refuses  to  swear,  Init  persists  in  afHrming  ? ' 

Decision  — Ltot  him  aiTirm.  An  alliruiation  is  as  binding  as  an  oath  ; 
all  civili/ed  countries  thiit  I  know  of  i-ecognize  an  affirmation  in  all 
couits.  And  an  individual  would  be  guilty  of  prejury  at  common  law 
for  falsely  testifying  when  allirniing  the  same  as  if  he  had  sworir.  The 
London  Frcemasoirs  Quarterly  ilH'28,  p.  '280)  says  that  'A  Quaker's 
anirmation  is  hiuding.'  Brother  (Miasc  (Masonic  Digest,  |),  tis)  Pays 
that  'Conferring the  degrees  on  allinnatiou  is  no  violation  of  the  spirit 
of  Freemasonry,  and  neither  overthrows  or  allects  a  landmark.'  And  in 
this  be  is  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine." 


SI 

1  am  iiieliiK'd  to  tlu'  view  Takt'ii  <ni  tlic  iil»)VL'  l>y  the 
IJoiii'd  of  Jiirisprn(U*Mct',  (tiuikI  Lodoeof  Caiiada  (see  extract) 
althouirli  tliere  may  he  a  distiiietioii  without  a  diff'ereiiee, 

Uepoi-t  oil  C()iTesj)()iideuee  is  hy  Iho.  John  I).  N'iiieil, 
(Irand  Secretai-y,  wlio  most  ahly  reviews  tlie  proceed iiius  of 
52  Cji'aiid  I.odoes.  IJritish  Columhia,  as  lie  remarks'"  Is  not 
ill  it,"  oiii'  Proceed  in  OS  luivino-  f'aih'd  to  reacli  him.  IJro. 
Yincil  has  heen  eiohteen  years  in  tliis  Held,  and  may  he  l«»nt>; 
continue. 

A.  ^r.    Iloron, 

Gi'tind   Miistti\    Jeffi'rson, 

John  I).  N'iNcii., 

(ffainl  Sivrchu  I/,   St.    I.oiiis. 

70th  Annual,  St.  Louis,  2()tli  Octoher,  IS'.M). 
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38tU     ANNIAL      -OMAUA l^TH    .ILNK,     18U5. 

M.   \V.  John  A    Khrh<n'dt,  Grand  M<isf,  r. 
N  the  "  Wisconsin  (Question  "  he  said  : — 

APPEALS   FOR   AID   AND   MASONIC    1U0I>IK1'\ 


"In  the  month  of  March  I  received  a  communication  fnmi  a  com 
mittee  appointed  by  the  firand  Lodj^e  of  ^\  isconsin,  compcsiMl  of  M.W. 


Win.  C.  Hwain.  PXJ.M.,  M.  >^  .  N.  M.  Littlejohn,  P.O.M.,  and  li.W.  .loh 
Corscot,  P.G.S.W  ,  wliich  communication  was  api)ioved  Ijy  tlio  Granv. 
Master  of  Wisconsin,  M.W.  Brother  H.  \V.  Sawyer,  toucliiiit;  tlio  ques- 
tion of  Masonic  rehef,  and  sui.'t,'estinj^  tlio  followin^jf  propnsition:  'It  is 
the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in  distress, 
wherever  they  may  be.  In  case  of  its  inability  so  to  do,  this  cbity 
devoh'es  upon  the  Grand  Lodjje  from  which  it  hohls  its  chatter;  it 
bein;,'  understood  that  in  no  case  is  the  JjodjLfe  furnishing'  relief  and  ask- 
ing reimbursement  to  go  beyond  actual  necessities  without  express 
authority  from  the  reimbursing  body.' 

I  submit  the  proposition  for  your  consideration  with  the  suggestion 
that  this  plan  is  diametrically  opposed  to  tlie  conclusions  of  the  Fra- 
ternal Masonic  Congress  held  in  ISiKi 

But  this  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  adopt  one  plan  or  the  other,  as  our 
experience  in  the  past  few  years  would  seem  to  indicate  that  we  are 
trying  in  part  to  carry  out  both  i)lans.    We  order  our  Lodges  to  make 
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reimbursenaento,  rb  whs  the  case  with  our  Jordon  Lod^e  in  1893,  nnd 
Oartield  Lodge  ia  1891.  Let  us  huve  u  definite  expression  on  tlie  sub- 
ject from  thia  Grand  Jurisdiction." 


The  Coiniiiittee  on  JiiriKprudeiice  Report  was  adopted, 


VIZ. 


"  This  Grand  liodfie  recoroniend  the  same  mt/difled  as  follows  : 

'  It  is  the  duty  of  each  lodf^e  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in 
distress,  wherever  they  may  be  ;  it  being  understood'  that  in  no  naae  is 
the  lodge  furnishing  relief  and  asking  reimbursement  to  go  beyond 
actual  necessities  without  express  authority  from  the  reimbursing  body.' 

I  made  very  few  decisions  during  the  year  that  are  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  reported. 

Returns  bliow  11,770  Master  Masons — net  gain  of  284 
for  the  year. 

Most  of  the  United  States  (irand  liodjres  liave  a  (irand 
Orator  who  delivers  at  the  Annual  Session  an  Oration 
which  takes  the  place  of  our  Sermon  by  the  (J rand  (Miaplaiii. 
Delaware,  in  the  person  of  Bro.  Hen  jam  in  V.  Thomas,  has  a'' 
Orator  and  Mason  to  bo  proud  of.  1  only  wish  s[)ace  would 
permit  the  reproduction  of  his  masterly  and  spirited  contri 
bution  to  Masonic  literature. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  Win.  R.  Bowen, 
who  has  a  very  happy,  humorous  view  in  his  writing.  As 
an  example  we  extract  British  Columbia  for  181)4  : 

"  If  the  deposit  be  made  m  the  corner-stone,  it  is  claimed  that  the 
stone  is  no  longer  perfect,  and  that  the  deposit  should  be  put  in  the 
stone  beneath  the  corner-stone ;  in  British  Columbia  it  is  put  withxn  tbe 
corner-stone. 

Nearly  fifteen  hundred  dollars  were  this  year  expended  foi  relief; 
'every  return  correctly  made  up  was  in  by  the  specified  time:'  the 
charity  fund  amounts  to  about  seven  thousand  dollars;  four  lodges 
were  chartered ;  lodge  expulsions  require  Grand  Lodge  confirniHtion; 
the  entire  revenue  of  the  charity  fund  for  this  year  was  rebated  [to  the 
lodges  in  proportion  to  charities  dispensed  by  them; '  the  banquet  was  a 
success.'  It  18  pleasant  to  find  as  Grand  Treasurer  our  brother  Henry 
F.  Histerman,  who  was  Grand  Secretary  with  us  in  'Seventy  two. 

Past  (.irand  Master  Marcus  Wolfe,  or  the  printer,  heavily  leads  the 
review ;  he  writes  of  *nister '  lodges  probably  because  the  apron  is  the  tie 
that  binds  ;  extracts  largely  from  our  Grand  Master  Davidnon's '  forcible' 
remiirkson  drunkennesf*.  Ho  thinks  stopping  an  elected  candidate  is 
like  hanging  a  num  without  trial ;  yes,  that's  often  the  quickest  way,  as 
is  stopping  a  profane  with  an  objecting  black-ball ;  we  hang  the  profane 
without  trial.  He  writes  of  R.  W.  John  Logan  Power,  Grand  Secretary 
ol  MiraisBippi ;  it  took  us  fifteen  yearn  to  learn  what  even  the  J  atoou 
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for.  He  asks  why  a  lod^e  under  dispensation  cannot  affiliate  brethren  : 
can  it  be  because  such  a  lod^e  is  the  modern  method  of  making  Mai-ons 
at  sight  ?  and  for  the  simihir  reason  that  our  territories  (;an't  elect  uon- 
groHsmen  ?  He  concludes  that  Hhe  non-affiliate  is  still  a  source  of  great 
annoyance;'  how  would  it  do  to  turn  the  tables  and  annoy  them 
awhile?  We  add  the  only  instance  he  has  noticed  where  a  lodge  met 
on  a  high  hill  or  in  a  low  valley,  that  one  of  our  Lodges  at  Nebraska 
City,  the  hall  of  which  wjis  burned,  made  a  Master  Mason  in  the  newly 
'broken  *  prairie  ou  a  high  hill  near  town,  and  the  Bod  and  closing  fur- 
row came  in  nicely." 

I>ro.  I>o\vcMi  liH!*  also  been  "  dubbed"  as  the  '*o;reat  eon- 

denser." 

M.  W.  IIknuy  II.  Wilson, 

Grain!  Mdsfi  v^  Liiieohi. 

K.  W.  Wm.    K     iioWKN, 

(fi'und  Serretarij^  Omaha. 
Next  Annual,  Onialia,  lOth  .June,  181)(>. 
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Nevada 

iUsT  ANNUAL—  KKNO       ll'lll  J  INK,    iHUf). 


M.   W.  p.  A.  Doyli,,  Grand  Master. 

l(ij^»lIItIN(i  tlieyear  I  have  been  asked  for  only  one  deeision, 
@/     whieli  shows  the  Lo(|cros  are  in  tlie  ha»i<ls  of  eonipetent 
officers. 

The  foUowin^  is  ee.'tninly  to  bo  re^rette<l. 

OONDrriON  OF   THE   OUAtT. 

I  regret  to  state  that  our  membership  is  every  year  growing  less. 
During  the  year  just  past,  notwithstanding  that  twenty  three  Brethren 
were  rained  and  eiglit  atliliated,  the  returns  show  a  Kiss  of  sixtysix 
members. 

Very  well  said  Hro.  l)«»yle. 

*'  Brethren,  I  have  been  taught  as  a  Mason  that  my  first  duty  is  to 
Ciod,  the  second  to  my  country.  In  performance  of  that  diity  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  lloman  I'ontitF,  who,  as  wi^ll  as  his  prede- 
cessors, have  for  centuries  tried  to  crush  our  beloved  Fraternity,  has  now 
placed  under  the  Papal  ban  three  distinctly  American  benevolent  orders, 
which  would  indicate  that  the  I'ope  feels  assured  that  he  has  sufficient 
control  of  the  (loverument  of  this  country  to  dictate  the  oouduct  of  its 
people.    Ab  MaBoUB  it  becomes  our  duty  to  the  country  to  carefully 
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watch  Bud  do  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  this  Hemi-barbitroiis  Potentate 
from  obtaining  control  of  our  country's  }foveriinient  and  thereby  setting 
civihzation  back  to  the  days  of  the  intjulHition,  " 

Tlie  ('ommittce  on  .1  iirisp  iidt'iifo  iv|)orte«l  on  the  ''Mis- 

slHaippi  link's." 

* 

Your  committee,  to  whom  wa»  loferrtd  .■  cummunication  from  the 
(irji'id  Lodge  of  MiHsisnippi  '*  rehitive  to  uniform  rulcH  as  to  jurisdiction 
over  CHudidates. "  with  instructions  to  report  at  this  (Jrand  Communica- 
tion, would  report  as  follows  : 

The  Grand  l^odgeof  Mississippi  in  February,  18!>-4,  adopted  two  rules 
relating  to  jurisdiction  of  Lodges  over  cauilichites  rejected  for  initiation, 
and  over  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  (!rafts  applying  for  advance- 
ment, whose  place  of  residence  is  permiint^iitly  rem«)ved  outside  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Grand  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  over  the  Lodges  to  which 
they  have  petiti<med,  or  by  which  Miey  were  initiated. 

Rule  I.  reads  as  follows  :  — 

Whenever  any  person  who  shall  have  been  rejected  for  initiation  in 
any  Lodge,  shall  have  romovevl  his  place  of  abode  into  the  jurisdiction 
of  another  Lodge,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  (irand  Lodge,  with 
the  intention  of  making  it  his  permanent  place  of  residence,  and  shall 
have  resided  there  not  less  than  one  year,  and  shall  again  desire  to 
petition  for  initiati<m,  he  may  present  his  petition  to  the  Lodge  under 
whose  jurisdiction  he  resides,  or  to  any  Lodge  which  has  (.'oncurrent 
jurisdiction  over  that  place,  which  shall  thereupon  certify  the  facts  to 
the  lA)dge  which  rejected  him,  and  if  said  Lod^e  shall  not,  within  six 
months  thereafter,  furnish  to  the  Lodge  to  which  said  peiitiou  is  uuule, 
the  grounds  upon  which  such  rejection  was  made,  it  may  proceed  with 
such  petitiim  as  in  other  cases,  and  that  Lodge  may  initiate  him  if  elected. 
Whenever  the  grounds  U|>on  which  the  i)etitioner  was  rejected,  are  fur- 
nished to  the  Lodge  to  which  he  makes  his  new  petition,  it  shall  judge 
of  the  sutHcienoy  thereof,  and  proceed  in  its  discretion. 

Under  this  rule,  an  applicant  who  has  been  rejected  for  the  degrees 
(in  the  Mississippi  jurisdiction,  Lodge  A.)  api)lies  to  Lodge  Ji,  in  Nevada, 
for  said  degrees,  one  year  or  twenty  years  after  his  rejo(!tiou.  If  he  be 
dishonest,  he  will  not  disclose  the  fact  of  his  previous  rejection.  If  he 
be  honest,  JiOdge  M  is  required  to  certify  to  Lodge  A  the  facts  of  his 
seccmd  application,  whereupon  said  Lodge  A  nujv  take  six  mouths  to 
furni(«h  Lodge  li  with  the  grounds  uj)on  which  tLe  candidate  was  re- 
jected, and  Lodge  B  nuiy  not  act  until  the  six  nu)i;ths'  time  has  expired. 

Our  objection  to  R'tle  I.  is,  that  Lodge  B  is  recjuired  to  apfJy  to 
Lodge  \  for  facts  whu-h  Lodge  A  ought  not  to  be  able  to  furnisb.  The 
party  who  cast  the  black  ball  <!annot  ilivulge  the  fact,  nnr  the  reason  of 
liis  act.  No  other  utember  of  the  Lodge  has  a  right  to  know  the  party 
or  the  reason.  How,  then,  umy  Lodftc  A,  one  year  or  twenty  years  there- 
after, be  al)le  to  furnish  Tiodge  B  with  stu^h  information  ?  But  Lodge  B 
must  wait  six  months  for  it  nevertheless,  even  though  the  applicant  may 
have  resided  in  the  jurisdicti(Ui  of  Lodge  H  for  twenty  years,  favorably 
known  by  all  men. 

liodge  H  is  supposed  to  use  all  reasoiud>le  means  to  ascertain  the 
status  of  an  applicant ;  if  in  so  doing  it  apply  to  Lodge  A,  it  should  be 
at  once  furnisluHl,  if  piissiblo  ;  but  we  can  see  nv)  reason  why  Lodge  A 
shonld  desire  to  retain  for  years  control  over  nuiterial  it  has  ou(^e  rejected 
as  unfit  for  Masonic  iiae. 
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Rule  II.  rends  ns  follows  : — 


Whenever  an  Entered  Apprentice,  or  Fellow  Craft,  of  a  Ijodj^e  in 
this  jnrisdiction  shall  permanently  clianue  Win  place  of  al)ode,  into  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  Lod^e  in  another  (irand  Jurisdiction,  and  slinll  have 
resided  there  not  less  than  one  year,  and  Hhall  desire  to  he  passed,  or 
raised,  he  may  apply  to  the  Lo(l«e  und«,'r  whosH  jurisdiction  he  lives,  or 
to  any  liodge  having  concurrent  jurisdiction  thereover,  and  if  it  shall 
signify  its  willingness  to  receive  him  and  so  certify  the  fact  to  the  Fxidffe 
which  initiated,  or  passed  him.  it  shall  thereupon  strike  his  name  from 
its  roll  of  Apprentices  or  Fellow  Crafts,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  all 
jurisdiction  over  him  shall  cease  ; /jro/V'/rf/,  that  if  the  Lodtre  to  which 
he  applies  shall  ieje<;t  his  petition  for  advancement  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Lod(;e  which  initiated  or  passed  him  shall  ipso  f'ai'lit  be  resumed 
and  his  name  shall  nuiiin  be  enterecl  upon  its  roll,  with  a  note  of  the  fact; 
iiuf/  pri)i'iil(i/,Jurt/i(  r,  that  nothing  »»  this  or  the  precedinj?  Rule,  shall 
prevent  a  Lodge  from  initiating,  passing;  or  raising' a  person  as  the  proxy 
of  another  Lod^e ;  in  which  event  the  person  so  initiated,  passed  or 
raised,  shall  become  a  member  of  the  Lod^re  for  which  it  acts,  if  that 
would  be  the  etTect  of  bein/Lj  raised  in  the  Lod^e  for  which  the  degree  is 
(conferred,  under  the  laws  of  its  (irand  Lodge. 

Under  this  rule  the  certiti<'ation,  as  in  the  foririer  case,  shall  be  made 
to  I/)dge  A,  with  reference  to  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts, 
and  said  Lodge  A  shall  strike  from  its  roll  the  names  of  such,  and  juris- 
diction of  Lodge  A  over  them  shall  cease ;  prorithif  '*  that  if  the  Lodge 
to  which  he  applies  shall  reject  his  petition  for  advancement,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  which  initiated  or  passed  him  shall  isptfj'urfo 
be  resumed,  and  his  nt>me  shall  again  be  entered  upon  its  roll  with  a  note 
of  the  fact." 

Even  in  this  case,  we  believe  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  candi- 
date with  the  second  Lt>dge  (as  he  had  been  undt;r  the  lirst  l^odge),  said 
second  Lodge  being  in  jiossession  of  facts  which  said  tirst  Lodge  pro- 
bably had  no  knowledge. 

Finally,  we  conclude  that  said  Rule  I.  is  inconsistent  with  Masonic 
pnx'cdure,  and  its  apparent  desire  for  perpetttal  jurisdiction  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  all  other  Lodges  than  the  one  Hrst  applied  to. 

Kule  II.  is  more  consistent,  but  in  that  we  would  strike  out  the  first 
proviso  ;  under  the  rule  that  tlu»  second  Lodge  is  as  able  to  judge  of  the 
((iialitications  of  its  candidates,  and  has  the  same  incentive  to  guard  the 
portals  of  Masonry  and  admit  none  but  those  duly  «|ualitied,  as  that  of 
the  Mississippi  Jurisdiction. 

H.  L.  FIHII,  ) 

W.M.  MrMlLLAN.       CnunHiffn: 

A.  LACK  FY,  ) 

K(»|)<>rt    »in    ( 'orrcspoiMli'iicc   owinjr   to  tlir    wiiiit  of 


riiiHis. 


M.  W.  J.  ('.  IIazi.ktt, 

(iraiol  Mastri^  DuytoM. 

V.    \\\  V.    M.   NoTIlMAKK. 

(innni  S(('r»'tonj^  Carson  City. 
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28tii  annual- -saint  JOHN — 27th  AU(iusT,  1895. 
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7?,  Tr.,/o/*//^  F.  mfitt  1\  G.  M.,  In  the  End, 

AS  the  Gminl  Master  and  District  Gn 
BoBtoii  attending  the  Triennial  Va 
Teni[)lar8. 

Our  Representative  not  recorded  present 


md  Master  were  at 
onclave  of  Ivniglits 


The  (irand  Master's  a(hh'e88  reported  :  '*  Our  rehitions 
with   Sister  Grand    Lodges  are   pleasant  and   liarmonious." 

'^  Within  our  own  jurisdiction  no  cause  of  dissension,  so 
far  as  \  am  aware,  has  arisen."  On  the  Wisconsin  propo- 
sition he  said  : 

"I  am  asked  to  submit  this  proposition  to  you  for  your  action,  and 
I  do  so  wiih  this  sinf^^le  remark,  that  charity  which  seeks  for  a  'eturn 
and  contines  itself  to  those  of  our  own  house  is  not  to  me  the  charity 
taught  us  in  the  LodjE^e,  but  would  seem  to  reduce  our  Craft  to  the  level 
of  a  modern  assessment  association." 

(in  tlie  Mississippi  propositions  the  Committee  reported  : 

"  Tlio  laws  governing  the  admission  of  candidates  for  Free  Masonry 
in  this  jurisdiction,  if  properly  carried  out,  api^ear  to  be  ample  to  pro- 
tect ourselves  as  well  as  sister  jurisdictions,  and  under  existing  circum- 
stances the  Committee  think  (Irand  Lodge  will  not  fail  in  courtesy  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  if  for  the  present  farther  action  is  not 
deemed  necessary." 

And  on  tlie  Wisconsin  pr(»|)08ition  : 

"With  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master  in  regard  to  the  principle  un- 
derlying? the  system  of  Masonic  charity  your  Committee  are  heartily  in 
accord,  i)ut  on  examination  of  the  circular  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Wisconsin  seems  to  indicate  that  a  tiecessity  exists  in  that  jurisdiction 
and  in  jurisdictions  contiguous  to  it  for  an  organi/.ed  system  of  adminis- 
tering relief  so  thi't  the  worthy  recipient  and  the  charitable  giver  shall 
be  justly  dealt  with.  The  conditions  in  this  province  do  not  require 
such  a  system  hero  at  the  present  time,  but  circumstances  may  make  it 
desirable  to  observe  with  interest  the  operations  of  the  plan  suggested 
by  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin." 

A  Ijodge  of  Sorrow  in  niemory  of  1*.  (i.  M.  li.  Li^ster 
Peters  was  hehl  on  18th  Decemher,  18114. 


■ 
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No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

M.  W.  Julius  F.  Whittock, 

Grand  Master^  Saint  Stephen. 

V.   W.   FUEKMAN  W.  AViSDOM, 

Grand  Seeretartj„  Saint  Jolin. 
29th  Annual,  Saint  John,  25th  August,  18116. 


:o: 


SKMI  ANNUAF- MANCnESTEK 27111   DKCEMIIEK,  1894. 


A    I  ELD  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying   the  work   and 

I    I      presentation  of  jewels  to  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the 

^'  Grafid    Treasurer    who  had    resnectivelv  tilled   their 


offices  for  over  twenty  years. 


:o:- 


lOOrii  ANNiAF. — (M^Nooiii) — 15tii  may,  18i)5. 


ChorltH  C.  Uayen^  M.  W.  Grand.  Master. 

©V\i    Representative    not    recorded   present.     The  Grand 
Master  reports  that  Masonry  has  been  prosperous   in 
this  State,  and  that   tlie   relations   existintr   with  other 
Grand  Jurisdicti«»ns  are  harnioni<Mis,  with  peace  reigning  in- 
ternally.    Grand  Lodge  had  suffered  the  loss  of  several  of 
its  niemhers,  feeliiigly  referred  to  hy  the  Grand  Master. 

Decisions  are  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  juris- 
diction. They  do  not  believe  \\\  perpetual  jurisdiction,  as 
is  indicated  hy  the  following: — 

"  A  Lodge  OBU  receive  an  application  for  membership,  even  if  the 
applicant  has  been  rejected  for  membership  by  some  other  Ixxlge,  the 
Lodge  rejecting  having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  rejected  applicant.'* 

Returns  siiow  78  Lodges  with  8838  members. 


wm 
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It.  \V.  l»ro,  A.  S.  Wait  |>n's«'ntH  tin*  Korfli^ii  (^>l•r^»spon- 
<K'iu't'  iu>|iort.      It  is  a  ivviow  oH   fifty-srvoii    (J rami    Kojlat's. 

Kritisii  ('oliiiiiMa  i'oi*   lSil|  is  iiicJiMlcil   with  fa\oral>l(>  coin- 

IIKMlt. 

ClIAKI.KS  (\    II.WKS, 

.)/.    ir.  (iniiiil  Most,  i\  Manclu'stcr. 

(iKoutiK  I*.  ('i.i:.\vi:s, 

//.   U  .  (ii'iUHl  S,  m  fiff'i/,  ( 'Oiiconl. 

lOTth  Ammai  will  Ik-  IicI<I  at  (\»nr».r<l,  on    'H)\\\    May,    ISJM;. 


-     :o; 


N^ui  Jersey 

lOnril     ANMAI.        IKKNTON        '^IHll   .lAMAKY,    I  S1M». 


}f.    W    (liarhs  li,l,'l„i\  iirantl   MustiV 


C\l  IJ  lu'j»n'st>ntativ»«,  |{.  W.  Ilcnrv  S.  Ilaiiu's,  was  pivsciit. 


0 


Tlu'  (iran«l  Master  was  pleasiMl  to  rop(»rt  on  : 


P 

i 


KOKKUiN   JrKI8l)UTH»N. 

"Tlio  fritMulIv  rolations  oxistin>;  iK'twotMi  our  own  and  Hintor  (Iriiud 
.1uriH«licti«)ns  still  ciMitiinio  to  ht*  hiicIi  as  oiiKlit  to  Ih>  looked  for  and 
oxpoctinl  anioni;  brothnMi  most  cordial  an^i  fraternal  and  I  ron^ratu 
lato  tlu>  ( I  rami  Fiodfje  upon  this  desirod  eontliti'Ui  of  atlairs,  ovidenciiit; 
in  a  nuirkod  dt  uroe  tlu>  inthuMice  of  tli«>  toaohiii^«  and  appreciation  of 
the  Hymbolisnis  of  cur  fraternity." 

**  MAKINC    A    M.\8*)N    AT   8U)HT." 

"  In  view  of  as-surances  uia«le  l)y  my  predecessor,  M.  W.  IJrother 
Ouranil,  which,  owin^,'  to  physical  cares  and  press  of  oilicial  duties,  he 
was  unable  to  ftiitil.  I  was  retpiested  to  perform  a  ceremony  Heldont 
witnessed  in  this  jurisdiction,  hut  thnri)U>;hly  within  the  province  «»f  the 
(Irand  Master-  that  t^f  conferring;  the  dejjrees  of  Masonry  at  sijjht.  Under 
tlirtH'tion  of  the  Grand  Mcster.  n  Lodjjeof  Master  Masons  was  opened  in 
the  rooms  «»f  HaddontieKl  I.chIkc.  \o.  11^),  on  the  evening  of  February 
I'nd,  lS\i.'>,  and  assisted  by  my  .Xssooiate  and  Subordinate  (I rand  Officers, 
Bnd  in  the  presence  (^f  a  number  i)f  Past  Grand  Ollleera  and  visiting 
brethren,  the  Syml>olio  Dejjrees  of  Masonrv  were  conferred  upon  Mr. 
William  (iarrett  Moore,  a  resident  of  Haddontield.  N..I.,  and  sou  of 
Worshipful  Brother  Henry  J).  Moore,  of  Haddontield  Lodjfe.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  all  present.  I  nm  informed  that 
the  Hrother  8ub8t»quently  nfliliated  with  Haddontield  Lodjje,  and  I  trust 
that  he  will,  in  course  of  time,  become  an  active  and  hrmored  member. 
He  has  a  distinction  of  which  he  may  well  l»e  nroud,  and  In  his  after  life 
can  1  ok  Imck  with  invuliar  feelintjs  of  |)riue  and  satisfaction  to  the 
circumstances  and  oeremoDies  attendiutf  his  Masonic  birth.'* 


H\) 


IlcturiiH  15,<)8(>  Mjihoiis  -  net  inereawu  of  441  for  tlio 
year. 

MASONK-    .UKISI'KIIDKNCK. 

Tlu'  (^oiiiiiiittett  on  XfuKoiiic  JuriHprndiMico  presented 
tlio  following  report,  wliicli  waH,  on  motion,  received  and 
adopted  : —  - 

To  the  M.  W.  (/rand  l,od<n\  F.  ami  A.  M.,  of  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey. 

*'  Your  (^minnttoe  on  MHHoi)icJuriH[>ru(1ence,  to  whom  was  referre<l 
tho  following  rt^Holutiou  at  the  liitit  annnal  C^)nin)uni(!ati()n,  vi/. : 

Rcsolreif,  That  inaHniiiuli  as  there  Ih  a  doubt  aH  to  the  couHtruction 
of  the  deuiHioiiH  aflei'tiuK  the  ri(;ht  of  a  subordinate  Lodue  to  deny  a 
diinit  to  a  nie.nl)er  clear  of  the  books  and  free  from  impending  charges, 
the  Oonimitteo  on  .TuriHprudence  report  to  the  Grand  lA)dge  a  definite 
interpretation  of  the  exiatiug  law  <m  thm  subject.' 

Would  report  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  as  follows  : — 

*In  grantiii^r  dimits  a  majority  vote  of  the  Lodge  (not  by  ballot)  is 
required.'    See  Digest  of  1893,  page  68. 

This  decision  re»iuire8  no  construction.  If  a  vote  of  tho  Lodge  is 
required  to  grant  a  dimit  the  Tiodge  necessarily  has  the  right  to  refuse 
it.  Whether  the  Lodge  will  gr:  nt  or  refuse  it  in  a  given  case  is  for  the 
meml>ers  to  decide,  upon  their  honour  and  conscience  as  Masons." 

\V(^  cannot  concur  in  the  above,  an  it  does  away  with 
the  established  nnwritten  law  of  Masonry  "  of  our  own  fvte 
will  iiml  OiU'ortl^''^  whicli  shonid  (in  my  opinion)  prevail, 
when  a  memltcr  desires  to  cpiit  a  Lodge,  provided  all  re<juire- 
ments  of  the  Constitntion  have  been  complied  with. 

FOREIGN   <!ORUKHI'ONDENCB. 

"  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presente<l  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was,  on  motion,  received  and  the  Committee  relieved 
from  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  on  motion,  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Grand  Master  for  him  t':  correspond  with  the  Grnnd 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  as  to  the  feasibility  of  a  congress 
of  distinguished  Masons,  to  l>o  held  in  London,  to  consult  upon  the  sub- 
jects contained  in  the  resolution  of  It.  W.  Itrother  Uingle.  (Fcr  resolu- 
tion, see  page  G9,  Minutes  1H94.) 

'  To  the  Urnnd  Lodyr  of  the  Most  Anrieu/  and  Ronorahle  Society  oj  Free 
and  Accepted  Afafons  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

•  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  re-com- 
mitted the  resolution  otTered  by  K  W.  Brother  Jncob  Uingle  at  the 
annual  Communication  of  the  (iraud  Lodge,  1894,  appearing  in  the 
printed  Proceedings  of  that  year  on  page  G9,  relating  to  the  calling  of  a 
congress  of  Free  Masons,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Loudon,  Engl  iiid,  Arc, 
and  upon  which  this  Committee  made  report  at  the  annual  Communica- 
tiou  of  1895,  which  report  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  with 
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''  instructions  that  they  examine  more  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  cnse 
and  to  report  attain  at  the  annual  Communication  in  1896  as  to  the 
expediency  tf  any  action  in  the  mattor."  beg  respectfully  to  report  that 
the  gravity  of  the  subject  has  by  no  means  les-sened  by  fuither  con- 
sideration, neither  does  the  good  faith  in  the  undertaking  of  the  R.  VV. 
Brother  who  proposed  the  resolution  wane  with  time. 

The  statement  of  the  existence  of  ditTerenccs  needing  correction  "  as 
a  fact,"  have  not  manifested  as  of  importance  attaching  the  universality 
of  MHSonry.  Differences  in  philology  and  variance  of  detail  in  cere- 
monial are  consequent  upon  development  by  habit,  language  and  mental 
adaptability,  and  are  of  indifference  so  long  as  the  great  truths  and 
priuciules  of  the  fraternity  remaiu  a  unit  of  recognition  among  the 
Craft." 

Unlike  the  creeds  of  religions,  the  canons  ',t  a  church  or  doumas  of 
faith,  which  are  framed  in  positive  language  and  orthodoxy  of  thought 
and  expression,  the  arcana  of  Masonry  are  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  its 
votaries.  Its  mode  of  communication  by  oral  observance  implies  diver- 
gence of  exactitude  and  arbitrary  unessentials,  yet  brings  into  bold 
relief  the  standard  of  originality. 

The  Committee,  on  reviewal  of  the  subject  (»f  the  resolution  from  its 
various  standpoints,  are  united  in  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of 
carying  out  the  intent  of  the  proposer  and  recommend  a  discontinuance 
of  further  consideration  on  the  subject.'  " 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  l)y  Brotlier  Geortre  13. 
Edwards,  presentinjr  a  carefully  prepared  review  of  68 
Grand  Lodges,  British  Columbia  for  1895  included. 

M.  \V.  G.  W.   FOKTMEYEK, 

Grand  Master^  East  Orange. 

R.  W.  Tiios.  H.  K.  Rkdway, 

Grand  Seeretartf^  Trenton. 


:o:- 


fleui  niexieo 

ISrn  ANNUAL — ALHiQUKRciUK — 7tii  OCTOUKU,  1895. 


!1 
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M,  ir.  J.  J.  Kelly,  Grand  Master. 

THE  Grand  Master  reported   "  Onr   relations   with  otlier 
Grand  »Iurisdictions  have  been   most   pleasant  during 
the  year,  nothing  having  arisen  to  disturb   the   peace 
and  harmony  that  should  exist  at  all  times  among  Masons." 
"  Masonry  in  this    jurisdiction  is  in  a  flourishing  coiulition, 
with  every  promise  of  a  bright  future." 
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No  cases  liad  ]>een  Hubmitted  for  decisions;  this  sneaks 
well  for  the  officers  who  have  charge  throughout  the  juris- 
diction. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  accorded  recognition 
as  a  legal  and  independent  Grand  Body. 

1  note  that  we  are  without  a  Grand  Representative  near 
the  Grand  L(jdge  of  New  Mexico,  while  we  have  one  repre- 
senting New  Mexico  in  l»ritish  Colninhia;  how  comes  this? 

Ileturns  show  21  Lodges  with  S8ii  memhers,  a  gain  of  88. 

A  beautiful  Masonic  Temple  erected  at  East  Las  Vegas 
is  shown  in  an  engraving. 

Ileport  on  ( ■orrt\'*pon(lence  is  hy  P.  G.  M.  Max  Frost. 
British  Columbia  for  1894-5  has  its  usual  place.  The  review 
is  nearly  all  selected  and  quoted,  being  very  similar  to  our 
own. 

Dr.  James  II.  VVoktii, 

Grand  Maftter. 

Alimikis  a.  Kkkn, 

Grand  Se^'ietanj^  Albuquerque. 

19th  Annual,  East  Las  Vegas,  1st  Monday  of  (October,  1896. 


—  :o: 


fizxxx  South  COales 

PON  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  Grand  Master, 
Hrother   His  Excellency  Sir  Robert  William  Duff,  an- 
nounced the  appointme)it  of  lirother  Sir  .loseph    Pal- 
mer Abbott  to  the  office  of  Pro  Grand    Master.     It   was  the 
occasion  of  thanks  and  congratulations. 

It  having  appeared  that  a  District  Grand  Inspector  of 
Workings  had  announced  his  opinion  that  a  Master  couhl 
resign  his  office,  it  was  declared  to  be  incorrect,  and  that  he 
was  bouiul  by  his  tenure  to  remain  until  his  successor  was 
elected  and  i;istalled.     One  Lodge  was  obliged   to  surreiuler 
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its  chartt^r.     Tlie  inimlu'r  of  nulmrdinates  is  reconled  as  ono 
liiiiKlrtMl  and  ninety- seven. 

The  Hoanl  of  (ieneral  Purposes  made  a  presentment  for 
tlie  legal  and  duly  eonstitutinjr  of  a  C'onnnittee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  accenting  the  departure  with  the  following 
reasons,  here  abbreviated  :  That  such  reports  will  tend  to 
the  assurance  of  the  universality  and  oneness  of  Masonry, 
the  displaying  of  differences  in  Constitutions,  and  lead  to 
the  correction  of  errors  ;  that  they  are  replete  with  useful, 
practical  and  instructive  matte/,  which  cannot  fail  to  benefit. 

The  recommendation  and  provision  of  the  Board  were 
adopted  and  the  Code  was  nuide  to  provi<le  for  the  eleetloti 
of  a  committee  of  tive,  to  be  chosen  from  ten  named  by  the 
bo»ird,  the  committee  to  select  their  chairman.  The  neces- 
sary expenses  were  provided  for,  same  as  others. 

The  following  case  is  of  singular  peculiarity.  It  is 
doubtful  if  one  like  it  could  occur  in  the  United  States  : 

"This  was  an  appeal  by  Brother  James  Joseph,  of  Lodge  La  Stella 
d*  Italia,  No.  200,  agauist  tb3  action  of  that  Lodf^e  in  iu vesting  a  brother 
as  Senior  Warden  before  the  minntes  relating  to  such  flection  had  been 
confirmed.  The  papers  showed  that  Brother  Joseph  had  been  elected  as 
Senior  Warden  of  the  Lodge,  but  that  the  minute  relating  to  his  election 
was  not  confirmed  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  the  Lodge  at  once 
proceeded  toelect  a  brother  to  the  po'^ition,  and  that  tbe  brotherso  elected 
was  invested  by  the  Wor.  Master  hs  Senior  Warden  on  the  Fame  even- 
ing ;  Brother  Joseph  appealed  against  Huch  investiture,  until  the  second 
election  of  the  Senior  Warden  wos  confirmed.  The  Board  resolved '  That 
the  ai)peal  be  dismissed.'  Brother  Joseph  has  appealed  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  against  the  decision  of  the  Board,  and  the  matter  will  come  be- 
fore you  this  evening.    *    *    * 

The  appeals  against  the  decision  of  the  Board  in  the  cases  of  Bro- 
J.  Joseph,  V.  the  W.  M.  of  Lodge  La  Stella  d'  Italia,  No.  200,  and  of  Bro. 
Jones  V.  the  same,  as  referred  to  in  Clauses  4  and  5,  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  General  Purposes,  were  fully  considered,  and  after  a  lengthy 
discussion  were  dismissed,  and  the  action  of  the  Board  of  General  Pur- 
poses upheld." 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  Graiul  IVIaster  was  absent  from 
the  previous  Quarterlies  on  account  of  sickness.  At  a 
Special,  lu^ld  in  IVIarch,  1895,  the  announcement  of  his<leatli 
was  the  subject  business  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
exercises  eonsisted  of  regrets  and  resolutions  of  sympathy  to 
the  widow  of  Brother  Sir  Robert  William  Duff.     At  a  sub- 


93 


.1 


sstHpient  Spt'fial  in  June,  nuniiiiatioiis  for  otticc  bfjiivrs  were 
niado  and  tlif  hretlireii  selecttMl  tlie  IVo  (Ti-aiid  MastiT,  IJro. 
Sir  Jost*j)li  Palmer  Abbott,  to  fill  the  liijrbest  otHee. 

The  Committee  on  Foreit^ii  Correspoiidenee  presented 
their  report  throuo;h  their  ehairman,  Hro.  Donnelly  Kisher, 
who  read  the  same,  and  it  was  adopted.  The  review  appears 
in  an  appendix. 

Of  the  seventy-four  Grand  Lod<»;es  holdin*^  fraternal  re- 
lations with  the  (irand  Lo<ltre  of  New  South  Wales  but  forty 
were  of  reeent  date.  To  these  the  Committee  j^ave  their 
eonsideration. 


At  ■ 
„  I. 


Upon   residential  qualifications  '■^  a  candidate,  to  enable 
him  to  petition,  the  committee  says  : 

"  We  reffret  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  our  Constitution  that  re- 
quires a  petitioner  to  have  resided  in  the  Colony  for  nny  specified  period 
before  petitioning  a  Lodge  for  initiation,  much  less  do  our  Constitutions 
require  that  a  petitioner  mus'  have  resided  for  any  definite  time  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  subordinate  Ix)dge  before  petitioning  for  initia- 
tion. All  that  our  Constitutions  provide  is  that,  except  in  cases  of 
emergency,  no  person  shall  be  made  a  Mason  without  having  been  pro- 
posel  and  seconded  at  one  regular  monthly  meeting,  and  balloted  for  at 
the  next  regular  monthly  meeting,  which  ballot  shall  not  take  place  un- 
less his  name,  age,  profession  or  occupation,  and  place  of  abode,  with  the 
names  of  his  proposer  and  seconder,  have  been  sent  in  the  summons  to 
all  the  members  of  the  Lodge  ;  and  that  a  Lodge  shall  not  ballot  for  or 
initiate  into  Freemasonry  any  person  who  is  not  a  resident  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Lodge  into  which  he  seeks  to  be  admitted  until  due  en- 
quiry shall  have  been  made  of  such  Lodge  or  Lodges  as  may  exist  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  residence  respecting  the  character  of  the  applicant 
for  admission,  and  a  satisfactory  reply  shall  have  been  received  and  read 
in  open  Lodge.  But  where  a  candidate  resides  within  an  area  com- 
prised within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  from  the  Masonic  Hall,  Sydney,  no 
such  enquiry  is  required." 

Among  the  reviewed  are  the  Proceed intrs  of  Xew  Jersey 
at  its  hundred  and  seventh  Annual.  The  case  of  the  reject- 
ed candidate  that  was  mode  in  New  York  and  was  tlie  sub- 
ject of  discipline  afterwards,  was  citt  1  "  as  an  instance  of 
the  jealousy  with  which  territorial  riglits  are  guarded."  The 
procedure  of  business  is  followed  and  extracts  from  the  ad- 
dress of  Pro.  Durand  find  place  in  the  report.     Th«  com- 
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mittee  is  cong'-atulated    upon   their  first  effort   under  sucli 
inauspicious  circumstances. 

Siii  Joseph  Palmek  Ahijott, 

Grand  Master. 

Akthuu  H.  Gkay, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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Heui  Zealand 

TIOTHER  Francis  Henry  Dillon  Bell,  (4ran(l  Master, 
with  associate  Grand  Officers,  opened  the  Graiid  Lodge 
in  Half-yearly  Communication  in   October,  1805. 

The  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  was  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  the  brethren,  and  seemed  in  a  fair  way  of  accom 
plishing  its  intent,  from  large  donations. 

The  fund  of  Benevolence  was  ordered  to  be  invested  in 
the  Post  Office  Savings  Hank. 

Lodge,  Star  of  the  North,  at  Whangarei,  cast  in  its  lot 
with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  formally  welcomed  and 
assigned  a  number  on  the  roll. 

That  the  staudino;  of  this  Grand  Lodjre  is  on  a  firm 
footing  may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  paragraph, 
a])pearing  in  the  report  of  a  committee;  the  terms  in  use  are 
not  in  vos»e  in  the  United  States: 

*' Return  OP  Original  Charters.  Actuated  by  an  earnest  desire 
to,  if  possible,  brinjf  about  a  restoration  of  complete  fraternol  omity 
between  the  different  Constitutions  working  in  this  colony,  the  Board 
has  heartily  concurred  in  the  proposal  made  by  the  M.  W.  (Jrand  Master 
that  he  should  be  authorized  to  remove  the  last  semblatjce  of  excuse  for 
jfrievanoe  on  the  part  of  the  Mother  Constitutions  against  Orand  Lodge, 
by  returning  tho  original  Charters  unconditionally.  The  Board  feels 
that  in  making  this  concession  iu  regard  to  what  is  considered  are  its 
legal  and  Masonic  rights,  no  loss  of  dignity  is  involved,  and  no  danger 
incurred.  Grand  Lodge  is  now  sufficiently  strong  to  be  under  no  appre- 
hension of  its  interests  or  those  of  any  of  its  Lodges  suffering  by  the 
return  of  the  Charters,  even  if  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  use  any  of 
them  in  an  injurious  manner.  The  Board  hopes,  however,  that  no  such 
attempt  will  be  made,  but  that  the  return  of  the  Charters  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  Mother  Grand  Lodges  and  their  officers  in  the  same  spirit 
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as  it  is  made.  Tn  each  case  a  request  has  been  preferred  that  the  original 
Charter  may,  after  cancellation,  be  returned  to  the  Lodge  as  a  memento 
of  the  source  from  which  it  sprung.  As  several  lodges  have  retained 
their  own  Charters  in  preference  to  leaving  them  id  the  custody  of  Grand 
Lodge,  the  Board  would  earnestly  request  each  such  Lodge  to  now  return 
its  original  Charter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  which  issued  it,  either  directly 
to  the  representative  of  such  Grand  Lodge  or  through  the  M.  W.  the 
Grand  Master." 

Complaint  was  made  of  the  invasion  of  "  Sovereij[^n 
Rights  "  by  the  Grand  Lodj^e  of  England,  in  having  granted 
a  charter  tor  the  formation  of  a  Lodofe  in  Christehiirch.  Of 
this  occurrence,  fraternal  Grand  Lodges  were  to  be  otficially 
notitied.  In  this  relation  and  in  enactment  of  the  status  of 
this  Grand  Body,  a  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"That,  to  avoid  any  future  misapprehension,  this  Grand  Lodge 
asserts  its  Sovereign  Kights  as  the  tiupreme  Masonic  Governing  Body 
in  and  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  protests  against  any  attempt 
to  invade  the  Territory  of  New  Zealand  as  being  contrary  to  well-estab- 
lished Masonic  Law." 

Appreciation  of  the  fraternal  recognition  emanating 
from  American  (rrand  Lodges,  found  expression  in  the 
following  : — 

"That  this  Grand  Lodge  desires  to  acknowledge  the  warm  and 
fraternal  character  of  the  Review  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  so  many  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  American  Continent,  and 
would  eHi>ecially  acknowledge  the  able  and  effective  criticism  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  as  printed -in  the  Proceedings  of  that  Grand 
Lodge,  1895.  The  best  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  tendered 
to  such  Grand  Lodges  as  have  thus  shown  so  great  an  interest  in  their 
youngest  sister." 

"  Patents  of  OfHce ''  were  handed  to  certain  of  the 
Grand  LodiXt^  office  hearers. 

Past  Graiul  AFaster  Malcom  Nicol  was  the  recipient  of 
a  complete  suit  of  regalia,  imported  for  the  presentation, 
and  the  addition  of  an  elegant  jewel  from  his  own  Lodge. 

Bro.  Francis  Henry  Dillon  Bkll, 

Grand  Maater. 

Bro.  William  Ronaldson, 

Grand  Secretary, 
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109X11    ANNUAL RALEIGUl 14tH  JANUARY,  189G. 


® 


M.  W.  Franeis  M.  Moije,  Grand  3f aster. 

UK  Representative    not   recorded    present.     The   (ii'and 
Master  reported  as  follows  : — 

"condition  op  the  order." 


After  a  careful  survey  and  study  of  the  Masonic  field,  which  I  have 
been  able  to  make  from  extensive  correspondence  with  the  Lod^'es,  and 
information  received  from  intelligent  Masous  in  different  sections  of  the 
State,  who  have  had  excellent  opportunities  to  judge  correctly  of  tbe 
situation,  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  say  that  the  Order  has  eujoyed 
a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity,  and  made  substantial  progress  the 
past  year. 

Peace  and  harmony,  like  faithful  sentinels,  have  stood  watch  at  the 
door  of  our  Lodges,  while  relations  which  are  of  the  most  cordial  and 
fraternal  nature,  remain  undisturbed  with  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictioi  s. 

Five  decisions  recorded,  are  sound  and  involve  no  in- 
tricate points.  The  address  is  concluded  in  these  beautiful 
words : 

"If  iu  this  life  we  would  be  faithful  to  our  trust  and  live  up  to  the 
full  measure  of  our  duty  as  Masons,  let  us  take  for  our  chart  the  four 
cardinal  virtues  :  Temper  a»!oe.  Fortitude,  Prudence  and  Justice,  and  to 
these  add  the  five  points  of  fellowship,  which  contain  the  very  essence  of 
Masonry  and  beautifully  illustrate  the  true  doctrine  and  tenets  of  the 
Order.  They  will  lead  us  in  the  right  way  and  teach  us  the  important 
duties  we  owe  one  to  another.  They  are  the  five  golden  lamps  that  never 
go  out,  but  arc  always  burning  in  our  Myatic  Temple,  gilding  with  rays 
of  dazzling  light  its  massive  pillars,  aud  adding  increased  grandeur  and 
magnificence  to  its  beautiful  proportions.  They  are  the  bright  cluster 
of  stars  that  sparkle  and  shine  with  purest  light  in  the  firmament  of 
Masonry,  giving  hope  and  good  cheer  to  a  disconsolate  brother  in  the 
darkest  night  of  adversity  and  sorrow.    Let  us  follow  their  precepts  and 

Graotice  their  teachings,  and  the  beautiful  white  doves  of  friendship  and 
rotherly  love  will  come  to  our  meeting  places,  fly  through  the  windows 
of  our  lodge  rooms  and  perch  upon  our  altars,  while  all  within  will  be 
peaceful,  harmonious  and  serene. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  this  Grand  Com- 
munication, let  us  look  first  to  the  City  of  Light,  where  reigneth  the 
Judge  Supreme,  from  whom  cometh  our  help,  and  most  earnestly 
beseech  His  divine  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  all  our  duties.  'May 
we  have  wisdome  from  on  high  to  direct  us,  strength  oommenBurate 
with  our  task  to  support  us,  and  the  beauty  of  holiness  to  adorn  and 
render  all  our  performances  acceptable  in  His  sight. '  " 

Returns,  283  Lodges,  10,155  Master  ISEasons.  No  re- 
port on  Correspondence  is  explained  by  the  following  letter  : 
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Enfield,  N.  C,  January  U,  1896. 

M.  W.  Db.  Fhanois  M.  Moye,  G.  M., 

Baleigh,  N.  C. 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  liro.:  After  the  Special  Communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  early  in  December,  and  the  announcement  of  the 
death  of  that  eminent  Mason  and  upright  man,  Bro.  G.  W.  Blount, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  you  graciously 
tendered  me  the  position  thus  made  vacant.  I  promptly  accepted  the 
appjintment,  both  as  a  matter  of  duty  and  as  evidence  of  my  apprecia- 
tion of  your  confidence,  and  hoped  that  whatever  was  lacking  in  fitness 
or  experience  would  be  supplied  by  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 
It  was  confidently  expected,  too,  that  the  few  weeks  left  could  all  be 
utilized  for  this  purpose,  but  the  demands  upon  the  time  of  a  country 
doctor  encroached  so  sadly  and  unexpectedly  upon  the  days  left  for  the 
examination  of  the  mass  of  proceedings,  that  the  attempt  to  read  care- 
fully any  one  of  them  had  to  be  abandoned.  A  cursory  glance  at  a  few 
of  the  Annual  Addresses  of  Grand  Masters,  shows  the  Craft  everywhere 
to  be  a  unit  in  the  advancement  of  all  good  works. 

Differences,  seemingly  radical,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  land- 
marks and  ancient  const! tutiois  still  exist,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
time  these  will  disappear,  to  be  followed  by  approximate  uniformity. 

Truly  and  fraternally, 

JOHN  A-  COLLINS. 

Francis  M.  Move, 

re-elected  Grand  M<(8ter, 

John  C.  Dkkwky, 

Grand  Sci'retarijs  Raleigh. 

llOth  Annuui,  Raleigh,  12th  Jamitiry,  181)7. 
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OtII   annual FAlttJO 18x11  .lUNK,  1895. 
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George  L.  McGregor^  Grand  Master. 

V\i    Representative   not   recoided   present.     The  (irand 
Master  was  pleased  to  say: — 


"  We  meet  to-day,  my  brethren,  under  favorable  circumstances,  for 
no  cloud  of  discord,  to  my  knowledge,  dickens  our  Masonic  canopy,  and 
perfect  harmony  reigns  supreme." 
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FRATERNAL  RELATIONS. 

"  I  um  pleased  to  state  that  the  must  fraternal  and  cordial  relations 
exist,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  between  onr  subordinate  lodges,  and  all 
sister  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  my  earnest  wish  is  tliat  it  may  ever 
prevril. 

But  few  decisions  were  given.     I  find   this  on  physical 
qualifications  : 

Question.  What  degree  oi  lameness  is  sufficient  to  make  a  candidate 
ineligible?    (  My  answer  should  apply  to  all  physical  defects.) 

Answer.  That  degree  which  prevents  the  candidate  from  communi- 
cating, receiving  or  performing  all  the  requirements  of  the  several  obli- 
gations and  lectures,  or  of  passing  through  the  various  ceretnonies, 
unaided  by  artificial  means. 

The  Grand  Master's  views  on  tlie  (Irand   Jiepresentative 
system  are  very  good,  if  only  carried  into  practice. 

•*  I  desire  here  to  express  my  approval  of  the  exchange  of  Grand 
Representatives.  Notwitnstanding  that  some  Grand  Jurisdictions  are 
doing  away  therewith,  I  believe  our  (jrand  Representatives  8h(»uld  open 
correspondence  with  the  (Jrand  Lodges  tiiey  represent  and  be  furnished 
witli  the  proceedings  of  both  Grand  Bodies,  and  by  the  study  thereof, 
be  able  to  make  some  report  to  the  regular  communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  near  which  they  reside,  of  whatever  they  may  find  of  interest, 
thus  making  the  position  of  Grand  Representative  one  of  interest  at  our 
annual  communication  and  a  source  of  much  instruction  to  themselves 
and  the  subordinate  lodges  to  which  they  belong." 

CONDITION  OF  THK  CRAFT. 

"The  condition  of  the  craft  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is 
good.  The  growth  during  the  past  year,  while  small,  has  been  taken 
from  among  the  best  specimens  of  material  to  be  found  in  the  quarries, 
such  as  in  time  will  materially  help  to  beautify  and  adorn  our  vast  fabric. 
The  brethren  generally  are  zealous  in  the  work,  and  when  I  consider  the 
times,  as  they  have  been,  not  only  throughout  the  length  and  bread;',  of 
our  own,  but  of  foreign  lands,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again  congratula- 
ting you  (m  your  present  condition." 

Report  on  ()orresj)ondence  is  by  P.(i.l\r.  I>ro.  Frank  »I. 
Thompson,  (irand  Secretary,  who  is  not  only  an  able  reviewer 
but  also  a  very  jrood  eommentator.  British  Columbia  for 
189+ is  included;  a  vein  of  sarcasm  permeates  it;  T  don't 
believe  in  beint£  tint  entlcal. 

William  H.  Bkst, 

Grand  Master^  Fargo. 

Frank  »I.  Tuompson, 

Grand  Secretary^  Fargo. 
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M.  ir.  Bro.  Wm.  F.  MeCoij^  Grand  Mauler. 

®UU  Representative  not  recorded  present. 
Headed    hy    the    Sydney    Brass   Band,    Grand    Lodi^e 
niarclu'd  to  St.  An<lre\v's  C'hnreli  to  listen  to  a  sermon 
("  Love  the  Brotlierliood  ")  hy  Bro.   Uev.   Donahl   Me^liUan, 
Acting  Grand  Clniplain. 

The    Grand    Master   placed  liiniself   on   record  on    the 

Grand  Representative  question  witii — 

"The  foUowiug  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  have  discon- 
tinned  to  have  Grand  Lodge  Representatives,  viz.,  Pennsylvania,  Iowa, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wyoming  has  declined  to  appoint  any  repre- 
sentatives. 

Conclusion  of  the  Masonic  Congress  on  this  subject  wait : — '  It  is  the 
conclusion  of  this  Congress  that  under  the  changed  condition  of  solicit- 
ing Grand  Reprc-entatives  too  little  time  has  elapsed  to  give  opportun- 
ity for  definite  judgment  as  to  the  usefulness  of  the  system,  and  it  shall 
therefore  be  continued.  Giand  Secretary  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  is  on  record  an 
opposed  to  the  system,  "  believing  the  Grand  Representative  system  as 
useless  and  harmful,  and  should  be  abolished.'"  Somo  of  those  opposed 
to  the  system  speak  of  it  as  cumbersome,  destroying  harmony,  of  doubt- 
ful iitility,  and  of  no  material  benefit.  This  has  not  been  the  experience 
of  this  Grand  L'ulge,  and  we  were  never  disturbed  by  want  of  cordial 
kind  feeling,  and  the  Representatives  when  mindful  of  attending  Grand 
Lodge  meetings  liave  generally  added  to  the  dignity  of  our  delibera- 
tions. Apparently  we  are  more  practically  disposed  than  the  Grand 
Lodges  who  may  from  some  trivial  troubles  about  State  rights  and 
jurisdictions  have  created  slight  differences  on  the  other  side  of  the  line. 
The  brethren  holding  commissions  from  the  Lodges  named  will  please 
return  them  to  the  Gr.:r  d  Secretary,  so  that  he  may  be  in  a  nositiou  to 
a  .  hat  our  cou'missions  to  said  (> rand  Lodges  be  returned  also  to  him; 
assuring  the  Grand  Lodges  named  that  we  do  not  consider  from  any- 
thing that  has  ever  come  under  our  notice  the  abolition  of  the  honor- 
able position  of  Grand  Lodge  Representatives  as  essf  ntially  necessary." 

Returns  show  3,2(h    members—  a  gain  of  44   for  the 

year. 

The    (\)mmittee's   report   on    tlie  "  Proposed    Tniform 

Rules  of  Mississippi  "  was  adopted. 

"Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  G»a»id  Lodge  has 
never  accepted  or  acted  upon  the  principle  of  perpetual  jurisdiction 
over  rejected  candidates,  and  cantiot  advise  that  these  rules  should  be 
adopted  as  a  pa'^t  of  our  Constitution,  believing  that  we  have  suilicient 
safeguards  against  unworthy  candidates. 
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Sec.  43,  chap.  14,  reads  :  '  No  person  shall  be  made  a  Mason  if  he 
resides  in  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge  without  the  consent  of  that 
Lodge;  such  conrtent  to  be  expressed  by  the  unanimous  vote  by  ballot 
of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting  of  such  Lodge,  subse- 
quent to  the  one  at  which  the  application  for  such  consent  is  made.' 

If  he  has  not  resided  for  12  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Lodge  to  which  he  seeks  admission,  he  must  be  recommended  in  writing 
by  6  members  of  the  Lodge  who  are  in  good  btanding. 

This  is  followed  by  sec.  44  :  Every  candidate  must  be  proposed  in 
open  Lodge  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  his  petition  referred  to  an  in- 
vestigating committee. 

The  investigating  committee  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
enquiring  into  the  character  and  antecedents  of  the  candidate  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  the  brethren  of  the  Lodge,  etc. 

To  the  first  resolution  we  would  submit  that  to  attempt  to  ascertain 
and  report  the  cause  for  which  a  petition  was  rejected,  is  to  attempt  to 
tamper  with  the  sacredness  of  the  ballot,  and  should  never  be  enter- 
tained as  Masonic.  Sec.  35,  chap.  14,  of  our  Constitution  is  very  biid- 
ing  on  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot. 

To  the  second  resolution  we  would  submit  that  it  embodies  sub- 
stantially existing  practice  with  us  and  is  therefore  not  necessary. 

We  are  pleased,  however,  to  note  that  a  liberal  tendency  is  making 
itself  very  apparent  in  recent  years  in     " 
exclusive  and  conservative  Sister  Grand 
standard  of  Masonic  worth  are  exceedi' 
noble  example  to  every  Mason  to  imitate. 
Jurisprudence  is  composed  of  brethren 

knowledge  of  Masonry.  It  is  a  privilege  one  cannot  but  appreciate  to  be 
able  to  read  the  result  of  the  research  and  findings  of  these  estimable 
brethren  on  questions  concerning  the  goverumeut  of  the  Craft 


the  government  of  this  very 
Lodge.  Her  ain.s  at  a  higher 
gly  commendable,  and  are  a 
Her  Committee  on  Masonic 
of  very  high  standing  in  the 


While  your  Committee  feel  compelled  to  report  adversely  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  (and  in 
this  we  are  helped  by  the  decision  of  many  other  writers  of  both  the 
United  States  and  Canadn),  at  the  same  time  we  think  it  desirable  they 
be  respectfully  acknowledged,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  t)f  Mississippi 
advised  of  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  we  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  made  according  to  the  wishes  of  our  most  respected  Sister 
Grand  Lodge. 


All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

(Sgd.) 


B.  SWENERTON, 
ALEX.  STEPHEN. 


-■I 


Report  on  C>orrospo!ulence  ie  by  R.  W.  Rro.  Tliomas  B. 
Flint  Hiul  W.  Bro.  Tlev.  Oharles  E.  Willets,  D.  C.  L.,  wliicli, 
considering  that  tiiis  is  their  first  attempt,  is  highly  creclitahle. 
They  have  added  a  valnable  contributioii  to  the  library  of 
Nova  Scotia.  We  welcome  you  to  the  Guild,  and  wish  you 
much  success  in  future  labors  along  this  line. 


101 

Britisli  Columbia  for  189-1:  \\r&  extended  review  and  very 

favorable  comment. 

Wm.  F.  MacCoy, 

Grand  Master  (re-elected),  Halifax. 

William  Koss, 

Grand  Secretary^  Halifax. 

iUst  Annual,  Halifax,  2nd  Wednesday  of  June,  1896. 


:o: 


Ohio 

SOtU  annual Sl'KINGFIELD OCTOHKR  23-24Tn,  1895. 


M.  W.  Bro.  Carroll  F.  Clapp^  Grand  Master. 


\  vS/hO    reported    tliat   ''No 
Y  Y      Canopy  ;  perfect  harmo 


cloud   darkens  our   Masonic 
lony  reigns  supreme  witliin  our 
Grand    Jurisdiction.  "      Of   the  departed   he   said  : 
''They  have  crossed  the  narrow  isthmus  lietween  the  eterni- 
ties and  to-day  are  assembled  upon  the  delectable  mountains 
of  life.  " 

Twenty  decisions  are  recorded.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
note  No.  10,  to  show  that  tiie  Grand  Master  over  Ohio  Masons 
iK'lieves  in  the  "Perfection"  theory. 

Dec^ision  No.  16.  475.  Held,  that  an  applicant  for  degrees,  being 
blind  in  one  eye,  but  otherwise  eligible,  would  not,  because  of  such  defect 
alone,  be  disqualitied  from  receiving  the  degrees  of  Freemasonry. 


All  the  others  an;  in  harmony  with  Masonic   law  and 


usatje. 


FOREIGN   JURISDICTIONS. 


So  far  as  I  know,  the  fraternal  relations  with  other  Jurisdictions 
have  been  mutually  agreeable  during  the  past  year.  This  Grand  Juris- 
diction is  under  special  obligations  to  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
New  Jersey,  West  Virginia,  and  New  Mexico  for  favors  hhown,  they 
having  either  released  jurisdiction  over  candidates,  or  conferred  degrees 
for  this  Jurisdiction  upon  candidates  that  had  removed  from  here  before 
completing  their  membership. 
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Grand  Master  Clapp  expresses  his  opinion  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  after  my  own  lieart,  and  wish  the  sentiment 
could  prevail  in  Hritish  Columbia. 


n^ 


ij' 


FOREIGN  COBRESPONDKNCE. 

"  It  is  only  necessary  to  glance  over  the  correspondence  from  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  to  be  convinced  that  no  mistake  ).as  been  made  in 
the  selection  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence for  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  for  he  receives  the  highest  comphments 
from  all  other  Jurisdictions.  While  his  criticisms  are  sometimes  pointed 
when  in  defence  of  his  own  Grand  Lodge,  yet  they  are  written  in  such  a 
spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  kindness  as  never  to  give  offense;  and  his 
opinions  are  regarded  and  respected  as  authority  in  every  Grand 
Jurisdicticm  of  the  world.  The  position  is  a  very  important  one  ;  forthe 
Correspondent  is  a  molderof  sentiment  either  for  or  against  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  he  represents.  The  fact  that  we  are  now  at  peace  with  every 
legitimate  Masonic  Body  in  the  world,  and  that  the  most  fraternal  re- 
lations exist,  speaks  more  for  our  present  Correspondent  than  anything 
that  can  be  said. 

I  regret  that  every  Master  Mason  in  Ohio  does  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  the  Foreign  Correspondence  so  ably  prepared  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Cunningham,  and  thus  secure  the  benefits  of  his  valuable 
thoughts.  Our  honored  Correspondent  has  for  forty  consecutive  years 
been  in  attendance  at  the  Annual  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
I  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  some  action  will  be  taken 
by  this  Grand  Lodge  which  will  render  it  possible  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  every  Mason  in  Ohio  a  complete  copy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Proceed- 
ings    What  a  great  Masonic  educator  it  would  prove  ! 

I  have  heretofore  expressed  myself  that  I  believe  that  the  greatest 
need  and  dema'>d  of  the  Masons  of  to-day  is  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
more  extended  Masonic  education.  If  a  copy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Pro- 
ceedings were  placed  in  every  Mason's  home  in  the  State,  I  doubt  if  we 
would  then  be  confronted  by  the  fact  that  one-tenth  or  more  of  the 
membership  was  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  indebted  to  their  Lodges  in  the 
sum  of  over  818,000.  Until  this  Grand  Lodge  feels  that  it  would  be 
justified  in  the  expenditure  that  would  be  required  to  carry  out  this 
plan,  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
and  also  the  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings,  should  be  placed  on  sale  at  the 
actual  cost  of  publication. 

THE  OHIO  MASONIC   HOME. 

The  Masonic  Home  has  grown  to  be  the  pride  of  our  Craft,  and  the 
liberality  and  generosity  of  our  members  is  growing  day  by  day,  and  be- 
coming more  apparent.  The  teachings  of  charity  by  our  Order  for 
nearly  a  century  in  this  State  have  at  last  crystallized  into  a  reality. 

The  Masons  of  Ohio  are  to  dedicate  to-day,  for  the  use  of  our  in- 
digent Brethren,  their  wives,  children,  widows,  and  orphans,  the  finest 
structure  that  has  ever  been  erected  in  any  Grand  Jurisdiction  by  the 
Craft  for  a  similar  purpose. 

It  is  simply  wonderful  and  grand  to  contemplate  how  the  Masonic 
heart  has  expanded  in  the  past  few  years,  and  how  much  more  liberal 
our  Order  has  grown  since  the  ideal  thought  of  a  Masonic  Home  has 
materialized." 


J  .  I    II 
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Tlie  fraternity  in  liritisli  Columbia  can  see  from 
tlie  followinjjr  remarks,  the  great  benefit  tliat  is  derived  by 
the  enactment  of  our  (irand  Lodge,  making  it  imperative 
that  a  candidate  must  j)ass  an  examination  in  open  Lodge  in 
all  the  degrees— more  especially  the  third  : 

"  I  recommeLd  that  some  action  be  taken  by  this  Grand  Body  that 
will  make  it  imperative  upon  the  Lodges  to  post  and  instruct  their  can- 
didates in  the  M.  M.  Degree  Work  Lecture,  requiring  also  an  examin- 
ation as  to  the  candidate's  proficiency  in  the  same,  as  in  the  pieceding 
degrees. 

One  of  the  questions  upon  the  District  Lecturer's  report  is  :  'Are 
candidates  examined  in  the  M.  M.  Degree  Lecture  ? '  In  tabulating 
these  reports,  I  find  the  question  answered  in  the  affirmative  by  very 
few  Lodges.  Twenty-three  hundred  or  more  Master  Masons  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  have  been  set  adrift  this  year  deprived  of  instruction 
and  information  to  which  tliey  were  entitled,  and  scarcely  one  of  them 
in  possession  of  facts  suiTicient  to  permit  him  to  visit  a  Lodge  other  than 
his  own.  I  earnestly  believe  that  this  should  be  considered  and  acted 
upon,  and  Lodges  required  to  instruct  and  examine  in  the  Master 
Mason's  Work  Lecture. 

•  He  loves  Masonry  most  who  knows  it  best,'  has  been  as  truthfnlly 
said  as  that  'A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing.'  " 

The  (Trand  Master  of  Ohio  has  no  easy  time  if  lie  at- 
tends to  his  duties  as  did  l>ro.  Clapp,  as  evidenced  by  his  re- 
port, covering  50  pages,  from  which  I  judge  he  left  nothing 
undone. 

Returns  show,  493  Lodges,  38,851  members— an  in- 
crease of  3,930  for  the  year. 

The  Committee  on  (correspondence  recommended  (at  the 
request  of  the  Grand  Master)  that  the  fraternal  relations  for- 
merly existing  between  the  Crand  Lodges  of  Ohio  and  Ten- 
m^ssee  be  fully  restored;  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Tlie  Conunittee  on  Jurisprudence  endorsed  the  Grand 
Master's  suggestion,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge: — 

"Having  had  under  consideration  that  portion  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master's  address  recommending  that  the  candidates  should  be  required 
to  master  the  Examination  Lecture  in  the  Third  Degree,  we  beg  leave  to 
report  that  we  approve  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Grand  Master,  and 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  W.  Master  of  each  and  every  Lodge  shall  require 
every  newly  obligated  Master  Mason  to  acquire  the  Examination  Lecture 
of  the  Master's  Degree,  and  that  the  W.  Master  certify  that  this  has  been 
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done  on  the  annual  returns  of  his  Lodge,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
cause  to  be  printed  a  blank  certificate  to  that  effect  on  the  blanks  sent 
out  for  the  annual  returns." 

How  beautifully  expressed  are  the  following  words  by 
the  Committee  on  Necrology! 

EMINENT   MASONS   OF  OTHER  GRAND   JURISDICTIONS. 

"  Nor  do  we  of  Ohio  alone  mourn  the  loss  of  jewels  from  our  Masonic 
crown.  The  winds  which  whisker  in  the  everglades  of  Fltrida;  lay  bare 
the  iron-bound  and  coal-lined  mountains  of  Pennsylvania;  blow  gently 
ovf  r  the  velvet-covered  valleys  of  Connecticut;  and  fan  the  Atlantic- 
washed  shores  of  the  Mother  of  Presidents  and  the  silver-veined  moun- 
tains of  Montana  and  Colorado;  that  sweep  across  the  Great  Salt  Lake 
of  Utah,  and  the  Pacific-kissed  coast  of  far-west  Oregon  and  California 
bear  to  our  listening  ears  and  sympathizing  hearts  the  story  of  the  loss 
of  Brethren  eminent  in  Masonry,  high  in  station,  and  of  commanding 
influence  in  every  walk  in  life— Brethren  whose  lives  have  borne  high 
testimony  to  the  value  of  Masonic  teachings  and  Masonic  practice, —of 
whom  it  may  be  justly  said,  "  The  world  was  better  for  their  living  and 
their  labors." 

The  Ohio  Masonic  Home  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  on  the  23rd  of  October,  1895.  The  structure 
cost  ^102,000,  all  practically  paid  for,  as  the  balance  owing 
is  only  $438  00.  The  site  and  contribution  of  ^11,000  was 
the  grand  offering  of  the  City  of  Springfield. 

The  Craft  of  Ohio  are  to  be  commended  and  congratul- 
ated on  their  grand  effort  in  erecting  "  A  Monument  to  the 
noble  tenets  of  our  profession,  and  an  incentive  to  practise 
brotherly  love  and  relief." 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  W.  M.  Cunningham, 
P.  G.  M.,  which  is  a  most  able  review  and  quite  up  to  the 
high  standard  attained  by  this  eminent  Brother  in  past  years. 
The  work  embraces  303  pages,  full  of  interest  and  courteous, 
fraternal  discussion. 

British  Columbia,  for  1804,  occupies  three  pages. 

Wm.  B.  Mellisii, 

Grand  Master^ 

J.  II.  Bkomwell, 

Grand  Secretary^  Cijicinnati. 

S7th  Communication,  3rd  Wednesday  in  October,  1896. 
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Oklahoma. 

3ri>  annual — KiN(iFisnEK — 12x11  FKimrAKv,  1895. 


M.  W.  Sehnyn  Doutjla-s,  Grand  MtiKter. 

ELOW  is  a  list  of  the  American  Gnind  Lodires  which 
l»ave  rec(>^iiize<l  tlie  (iniiul  Lodj^e  of  Okhihoiiia,  and 
also  a  list  ot  those  which  have  withhehl  recotrnition  : 


RECOONIZET). 

Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Colorado 

Delaware 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Manitoba 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota  ' 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  iJrunswick 

New  Jersey 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Prince  Edward  Island 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Virginia 

Washington 

Wyoming 

Uetnnis  show  19  Chartered  and  4  Lodijes  I'nder  Dis- 
pensation,  with  923  nienihers;  an  increase  of  19H  for  the  year. 

Considerable  business  of  importance  to  the  jurisdiction 
was  transticted  and  we  are  j)leased  to  see  steady  growth  and 
interest  manifested. 


NOT   RKCOONIZED. 

Canada 

Connecticut 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Massachusetts 

Mississippi 

Montana 

New  Hampshire 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

Quebec 

lihode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


!. 
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TIic  second  lu'port  on  C'orreBpoiMleiiee  is  l)y  Hro.  J.  S. 
Hunt,  iind  is  very  crcdituldt'.  liritisii  ColunilMJi  for  lSt>4 
lias  its  nsiKil  pisu'c  uinl  sliaro  of  fraternal  eoniinent.  Tlianks 
liro.  Hunt  for  kind  remarks. 

M.  W   Chaulks  a,  Newman, 

Gi'dtuI  Maxfer,  El  Keno. 

R.  W.  Jamks  S.  Hunt, 

Grand  Serrrtart/,  Stillwater. 

:o : — — 
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EMIiETJJSIIEl)  with  the  portraits  of  three  Past  Grand 
Masters,  the  Proeee<lin£r>^of  theGraiKl  Lo<l«*;e  of  Oreofon, 
on  its  forty-iifth  Annual,  are  presentiMl  in  a  volume  con- 
tain inn;  over  four  hun<lred  j)ao;es,tlieethcientproductionof  Bro. 
rlames  F.  Ilol)inson,  who  succee<led  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Secretary  made  vacant  hy  the  death  of  lirother  Stephen  F. 
(!ha<lwick,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Correspondence  since  1S67. 

Brother  Philip  S.  Malcolm's  hand  sounded  the  gavel 
at  the  openino;  of  the  Communication,  and  trraced  the  exor- 
dlain.  of  his  address  with  elej^ancies  from  Pike,  Herder,  and 
Ifolty,  of  Sprino-tide  frairrance,  and  such  beauty  of  thout^ht 
as  alone  can  flow  from  hearts  attuned  in  harmony  with  the 
the  designs  of  the  Great  ('reator  : 

"The  wliole  pleasure  of  life,  it  has  been  said,  is  dependent  on  the 
regular  recurrence  of  external  things.  The  changes  of  nature  are  the 
fountains  of  our  earthly  life. 

The  year  is  repeating  once  more  its  most  charming  chapter. 
Anotlier  year  has  come  for  is  all,  and  each  of  us  has  one  Winter  the 
less  through  which  to  live,  hoping  and  longing  for  Spring  ;  and  now  one 
more  Spring,  gay  and  glad  with  abundant  leaves  and  brillant  flowers,  is 
passing  away,  Icoking  archly  back  at  us,  as  she  makes  room  for  her 
sedater  sister.  Summer. 

Always,  the  coming  of  the  Spring  is  pleasant  to  us,  for  in  the  Spring 
nature  wakes  and  lives  again,  bright  and  hopeful  in  its  fresh  robes  of 
gold  and  green  ;  and  God  our  Father  reveals  Himself  anew  to  us  in  the 
abundfuit  foliage  and  the  delicious  flowers.  To  me  this  new  page  of  the 
book  of  life  is  more  especially  welcome  every  year,  because  it  brings 
with  it  our  reunion  and  that  renewal  of  familiar  intercourse  for  a  few 
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days  of  content,  which  is  so  soon  to  end  for  all  of  iis  in  this  world.  '  We 
build  on  the  ice,'  says  Herder,  '  we  write  oa  the  wrinkles  of  the  sea.  The 
restless  and  inconstant  undulations  pass  away  ;  the  ice  melts,  slaking  the 
thirst  of  the  mountains  and  feeding  the  rills,  eager,  like  children,  for  a 
larger  life  ;  and  all  our  castles  and  palaces  builded  ou  it  flow  away,  in- 
visible, like  idle  thoughts. ' 

The  thought  wbich  first  occurs  to  us  when  we  meet  after  a  long  sep- 
aration is  that  of  those  who  have  been  with  us  heretofore,  some  will  be 
with  us  here  again  no  more  forever.  '  Who, '  says  Holty,  '  can  stay  the 
flight  of  the  hours?  They  rush  onward  like  the  arrows  of  God.  Each 
))ulsatiois  ns  it  follows  another,  brings  us  nearer  our  deathbed,  nearer  to 
the  iron  sleep  of  death.  Very  short  is  the  longest  span  of  life  measured 
out  to  us.  To-day,  lighthearted,  we  dance  in  the  springtime  of  life  ;  to- 
morrow the  grass  waves  in  the  wind  over  our  graves. '  '  We  swim  in  the 
stream  of  Time  from  wave  to  wave, '  says  Herder  ;  •  and  the  stream  car- 
ries all  at  last  into  the  sea  of  forgetfulness. '  " 

Tlie  death  of  Bro.  Chadwick  is  *?reatly  felt  in  this  jnriis- 
(lictioii  where  he  was  so  prominent  a  part  ;  he  is  nionrned  by 
the  fraternity.  "  In  every  station  he  performed  liis  duty 
witli  iide-ilitv  and  extraordinary  ahilitv.  "  "Onr  iurisdiction 
lias  lost  its  hrijjhtest  jewel,  the  Order  everywhere  a  member 
who  was  a  cre«lit  to  it,  who  was  respected  for  his  ability,  and. 
loved  f  r  his  virtues.  " 

The  iuty  of  visitations  was  paramount  with  Bro.  Mal- 
colm, and  in  undertaking  the  work  his  first  visits  were  to 
those  outlying  Lodges  that  were  formed  on  the  extreme 
limits  of  the  state. 

This  feature  in  the  address  illustrates  that  requirement 
of  obligation  is  greater  than  command  of  unholy  legislation. 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  a  Special  C'Ommittee  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  Grand  Master  was  sustained. 

"  In  my  judgment  the  evil  of  hasty  legislation  is  well  shown  in  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  last  Grand  Lodge  m  the  closing  hours  of  its 
session,  having  for  its  object  the  printing  of  the  Unwritten  Work  in  what 
is  te  med  cipljer,  erroneously  supposed  to  be  intelligible  to  members  of 
the  Order  only.  I  helieve  that  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  there  is  no 
code  constructed  from  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  but  what  can  be  de- 
ciphered by  one  familiar  with  >uch  work.  Leaving  that  out  of  considera- 
tion, the  fact  that  the  resolution  referred  to  was  passed  by  a  vote  of 
forty-three  to  thirty-eight  out  of  the  ^5()  or  more  votes  that  should  have 
been  cast  on  this,  one  of  the  most  important  questions  that  can  come 
before  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons.  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  no 
action  in  this  matter,  because  the  printing  of  any  part  of  the  Unwritted 
Work  in  any  manner  that  may  become  legible,  or  intelligible,  even  to 
ourselves,  is,  I  am  firmly  convinced,  a  violation  of  our  obligation. 
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When  the  attentive  ear  ceases  to  receive  from  the  instructive  tongue 
and  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  are  no  longer  lodged  in  the  lepository  of 
faithful  breasts,  our  grand  old  Order  has  passed  over  the  sumtuit  of  its 
success  and  will  rapidly  move  on  the  downward  grade. 

If  any  change  has  been  made  in  the  ancient  obligation  which  will 
permit  any  Miison  in  this  jurisdiction  to  carry  out  the  action  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution  referred  to,  I  feel  confident  that  no  such  change 
was  ever  authorized  by  this  Giand  Lodge. " 

A  Brother  finding  it  impracticable  to  be  a  Mason  and 
remain  a  member  of  the  (Catholic  Churdi  desired  to  relin- 
quisli  Ills  jVIasonry.  It  was  decided  that  tlie  best  course  was 
to  treat  the  application  as  one  for  adimit,  which,  jr  ran  ted  and 
not  used,  would  naturally  annul  activity  in  the  Order. 

Finding  an  Entered  Apprentice  of  one  of  the  Lodges, 
that  had  lost  liis  right  arm  since  his  receiving  that  degree, 
in  the  largeness  of  his  heart,  and  in  sympathy  for  the  afHicted, 
the  (Irand  Master  conferred  upon  him  the  degrees  of  Fellow 
Craft  and  Master  Afason.      How  ? 

The  (committee  on  Jurisprudence  naturally  inquire  ar,  to 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  a  Grand  Master  in  making 
at  sight  one  who  cannot  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
law,  being  physically  incompetent.  The  act  was  approved 
out  oi  regard  for  the  doer,  but  it  was  not  to  be  considered 
to  he  a  ••precedent  to  be  followed  indiscrimimitely  by  Grand 
Masters  nor  as  allowing  sul)()rdinates  to  confer  the  degrees 
up(»n  maimed  candidates.  '' 

A  petition  was  received  from  one  who,  while  on  a  visit 
to  England,  was  made  and  raised  in  a  Lodge  in  Liverpool, 
and,  on  his  return  to  his  home,  applied  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  Lodges  in  the  vicinity,  and  was  refused.  Desiring  to 
be  healed  of  irregularity  he  was  instructed  to  apply  to  a 
Ii(Mige,  and  if  able  to  stand  the  test  of  qualifications  mentally', 
morally,  etc,  aiul  past-'ng  a  ballot,  the  Grand  Master  was 
authorized  to  play  the  Samaritan  act  and  heal. 

A  resolution  to  cotifer  the  degrees  npcn  clergymen  free 
of  fees  and  h(>ld  them  free  of  <lues  was  lost. 
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T^ro.  John  R.  Cleland,  Grand  Orator,  delivt're(i  a  tine 
address  upon  ••'  What  are  tlie  j)nrpose8  of  this  Order,  which 
has  endured  so  many  years,  and  gained  such  huge  mem- 
bership T' 

Bro.  Rol)ert  Clow  presented  a  good  review  of  the  pro- 
ceediniifs  of  the  Craft,  notwitlistan(lin<'  liis  misirivintrs  when 
lie  commenced. 

The  Brother  gives  hi.,  views  on  the  subject  of  objection 
to  advancement: 

"  Religious  belief  should  not  be  made  the  basis  of  an  objection, 
eitht  r  to  the  initiation  or  advancement  of  n  candiihite.  We  hold  that  a 
rejjulation  requiring  an  investigation  of  ♦!  e  ciuse  of  an  objection  to  be 
in  contravention  of  the  fundamental  law  which  requires  unanimity  in 
the  selection  of  material  in  that  its  tejdoncy  is  to  ob-struct  the  Master 
Mason  in  the  exercise  of  an  inherent  right  to  pass  upon  the  moral  and 
physical  qualifications  of  a  candidate,  and  to  introduce  an  element  of 
discord  in  the  Lodge.  8uch  a  regulation  places  an  Entered  Apprentice 
or  Fellow  Craft  upon  an  equality  with  a  Master  Mason  and  restricts  the 
latter's  judgment  of  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  a  candidate  for  advance- 
ment. If  an  objection  to  the  advancement  of  a  Fellow  Craft  is  over- 
ruled under  such  a  regulation  and  the  Master  Mason  degree  conferred, 
the  consensus  of  opinin  is  that  he  is  entitled  to  membership  in  the 
Lodge  conferring  the  degrees  without  any  additional  ballot  (and  such  wo 
understand  to  be  the  general  practice),  thereby  giving  him  precedence 
over  a  Master  Mason  applying  for  membership,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  files  a  dimit  certifying  to  his  good  character  as  a  Mason, 
must  undergo  the  ordeal  of  a  secret  ballot  before  he  can  be  admitted, 
and  if  rejected,  no  one,  we  opine,  will  be  found  to  assert  that,  because  of 
such  rejp.;tion,  the  Brother  casting  the  i  egative  ballot  should  be  re- 
quired to  assign  a  reason  for  his  action  or  that  the  act  be  made  the  basis 
of  charges  which,  if  not  sustained,  the  reason  would  be  deemed  not  valid 
and  the  petitioner  admitted  to  membership.  Yet  this  is  the  indirect 
result  of  overruling  an  objection  to  the  advancement  of  a  candidate. 
Fifty  years  ago  the  right  of  objection  was  held  to  be  as  sacred  as  any  of 
the  prerogatives  of  a  Master  Mason,  and  the  presumption  that  its 
exercise  was  prompted  by  unworthy  motives  hold  to  be  a  Masonic 
offence.  Even  the  open  avowal  of  an  objecting  Brother  did  not  author- 
ize the  Lodge  to  pass  upon  his  rights  or  upon  the  sufficiency  of  his 
reasons.  In  1844,  C.  W.  INIoore,  of  Massachusetts,  held  this  to  be  the 
hiw.  and  Ohio,  Indiana,  New  York  and  many  other  Grand  .lurisdictions 
are  upon  record  as  affirming  the  unquestioned  right  of  objection.  Tiie 
late  Brother  Albert  Pike,  whose  Masonic  knowledge  and  reseaich  none 
will  deny,  has  thus  expressed  himself  upon  this  question  :— 

'  If  I  believe  that  a  man  will  not,  in  good  faith  and  with  all  his 
heart,  comply  with  all  his  obligations  to  me  through  penuriousness, 
selfishness,  indolence,  personal  antipathy  or  other  defect  in  his  char 
rtcter,  I  not  only  may,  but  I  ought  to  refuse  to  assumo  those  obligations 
toward  him,  and  none  have  a  right  to  ask  my  reasons." ' 

Reviewing  the  address  of  Hrother  Durand  he  is  pleased 
to  say   it   is  ''  of  more  than  avi  rngo  merit."     Tiie  item  o?i 
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physical  qualifications  is  an  echo  evidently  of  his  own  mind 
and  that  of  the  Grand  Lodtre  of  ()ret£on. 

He  thinks  the  apolojry  of  Brother  Haines  at  the  end  of 
his  Correspondence  report  entirely  unnecessary,  for  he  has 
succeeded  in  presentino;  an  alniirahle  report." 

Bko.  MoKTOiV  D.  Clifford, 

Grrtfid  M<tf<t(>i'. 

\\\ii).  James  F.  IIoijinson, 

Graiiil  8ecret<irij. 
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Pennsylvania 

AT  the  Quarterly  Connnunicaation   held   at    Philadelphia 
on  the  5th  of  June,  1895,  the  M.  W.  (^rand    Alaster, 
l>ro.  Mathias  II.  Henderson,  very  feelingly  a  inounced 
the  death    of    R.  W    P.  G.  M.    Pro.    Richard    Vaux,   vhich 
occurred  on  the  22nd  of  March  last. 

The  late  Pro.  Vaux  had  heen  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodjj'e  for  ahout  fifty  years,  had  filled  niany  elective  offices, 
and  served  on  important  committees.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  Committee  o\\  (Correspondence  for  25  years,  ani'  his  fame 
as  a  Masonic  jurist  was  not  hounded  by  the  shctres  of  this 
continent. 

R.  W.  Pro.  Michael  Arnold,  P.  G.  M.,  prep-rred  a  most 
fitting  nuMiiorial,  and  we,  deeming  Pro.  ^'aux  one  of  the 
brightest  stars  in  the  Masonic  firmament,  reproduce  the 
greater  part  of  the  eulogy,  as  it  should  grace  the  library  of 
every  Alasonic  Grand  Lodge. 

THE  KULOOY. 

Riffht  Worshipful  Past  Graud  Master  Bro.  Michael  Arnold  enld: 

"  We  are  told  by  Masonic  tradition  that  there  was  a  time  during  tbe 
erection  of  the  til  Ht  Tern p!v)  when  the  Craft  was  thrown  into  ^jrent  con- 
fusion, by  the  sudden  death  of  one  of  the  three  Or  and  MiiHters  who 
suuerinterdod  the  erection  of  that  nia^nitit^ent  bnildiuK-  The  conse- 
quence of  that  loss  to  the  Craft  is  sjiid  to  have  continued  until  the 
erection  of  the  second  Temple.    This  Grand  Lodge  has,  during  its  long 
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existence,  had  its  losses,  and  suffered  bereavements  in  the  deaths  of 
(irand  Masters,  w^ose  lives  and  presence  were  very  dear  and  precious  to 
the  Craftsmen.  Ketiecting  upon  the  lonj^  line  of  distinguished  Brethren 
who  have  been  Grand  Masters  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  I  make  no  invidious 
comparison,  and  do  none  of  them  injustice,  when  I  say  that  this  Cirand 
Lr)dge  never  had  a  Grand  Master  who  was  the  superior  of  iiro.  Richard 
Vaax,  or  whose  death  is  more  sincerely  lamented.  Others  may  have  been 
his  equal  and  have  done  as  much  for  the  benefit  of  Fieemasonry  as 
J3ro.  Vaux,  but  I  claim  for  him  this  credit— that  no  one  has  done  more. 

Brother  the  Honorable  Richard  Vaux  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia on  December  19,  1816,  and  died  on  March  22,  1895,  being  at  the 
time  of  his  death  more  than  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  adopted  tlie 
law  as  his  vocation,  and  was  prominent  in  legal  matters,  in  public  poli- 
tics, in  philanthropic  works  and  services,  in  the  government  of  his  native 
city  as  its  mayor,  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  as  a  representative  in 
Congress,  and,  what  is  of  most  importance  to  us,  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  in 
the  station  of  R.  VV.  Graud  Master.  He  was  a  man  of  original  genius, 
fertile  in  the  conception  of  jlans  for  improving  and  cimtinu'ng  the 
works  in  whicii  he  was  engaged.  All  the  bodies  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber felt  the  impress  of  his  individuality.  He  did  not  content  himself 
with  simply  following  others,  but  he  led  them;  holding  fast  to  that 
which  was  good  wherever  it  was  found,  while  he  was  quick  to  discover 
that  which  was  bad,  and  to  suggest  plans  for  correcting  evils  and  sub- 
stituting good  forms  in  their  place. 

Brother  Vaux  came  of  Quaker  stock,  and,  notwithstanding  the  op 
position  of  the  members  of  that  religions  society,  he  at  an  early  day  con- 
ceived a  favorable  opinion  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  institution,  and 
freely  and  voluntarily  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Freemasonry. 

Brother  Vaux  was  made  a  Mason  at  sight  by  Right  Worshipful 
(itrand  Master  .Joseph  K.  Chandler,  although  the  records  of  the  Grand 
Lodfa  made  from  the  returns  of  Lodge  No.  3  state  that  he  was  initiated 
m  that  Lodge  on  December  20,  1842.  The  truth,  however,  as  shown  by 
tlie  minutes  of  Lodge  No.  3,  is  that  at  a  meeting  of  that  Lodge  held  on 
November  15, 1842.  a  petition  was  received  from  Brother  Richard  Vau.x, 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia:  nge,  twenty  six  ;  residence,  (iS) 
8.  uth  Seventh  Street.  Thi.s  petition  was  duly  referred  to  a  committee. 
The  Lodge  met  again  on  December  20,  1842,  but  the  minutes  do  not 
show  that  Brother  Vaux  was  present,  and  according  to  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Inciuiry,  his  presence  was  not  necessary  : 

'  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Richard 
Vaux,  an  applicant  for  initiation  and  membership,  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  diligently  discharged  the  duty  assigned  tlu^m  ;  and  fur 
ther  respectfully  report  that  the  Right  VVorshspful  (Jrand  Master,  in 
pursuance  of  the  powers  and  authorities  in  him  vested,  conferred  upon 
the  candidate  the  first  degree  in  Freemasonry.  Your  Committee  there- 
fore recommend  him  as  worthy  of  membership  ;  when  ho  was  balloted 
for  and  unanimously  ajjproved  of  to  become  a  member  of  this  Lodge.' 

He  was  in  due  course  crafted  in  Lodge  No.  3  on  January  17,  1843, 
and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  on  February  21, 1843. 

He  resigned  from  Lodge  No.  3  on  .fanuary  16,  1844,  for  the  purpose 
of  alHliating  with  Union  Lodge,  No.  121,  and  was  elected  a  mend)er  of 
that  Lodge  on  February  23,  1844.  At  the  same  meeting  he  was  elected 
Kenior  Warden  of  Lodge  No.  121,  and  at  the  next  annual  election,  on  St. 
John's  Day  of  that  year,  he  was  elected  the  Worshipful  Miister  of  the 
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Lod(fe  and  served  during;  the  following  Masonic  year.  After  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  he  at  once  became  pnimiuent  in  its 
councils.  H«^  served  as  a  Steward  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charily  Fund, 
as  Junior  Grand  DeBcon,  as  Senior  Grand  Deacon,  and  on  December  1, 
1862,  he  was  elected  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden,  serving 
in  that  station  the  usual  time,  two  years,  being  advanced  ou  December 
5,  1864,  to  the  station  of  Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and 
on  December  8,  1866,  to  that  of  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  His  predecessor.  Brother  John  L.  Goddard,  having  died  on 
July  15, 1867,  Brother  Vaux  acted  as  Grand  Master  during  the  remainder 
of  that  year,  and  was  elected  to  that  office  to  serve  for  the  two  Masonic 
years  beginning  on  St.  John's  Day,  1867  and  1868. 

It  was  during  his  administration  as  Grand  Master,  on  June  24, 
1868,  that  the  corner-stone  of  the  present  Masonic  Temple  was  laid, 
with  proper  Masonic  ceremonies.  He  liv*d  to  see  the  building  com- 
pleted, occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  large  debt  incurred  in 
its  erection  reduced  to  its  present  comparatively  small  amount.  On  his 
retirement  from  the  station  of  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  becoming  its  Chair- 
m;m  on  December  27, 1877,  and  continuing  in  that  position  down  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  also  served  for  two  years  on  the  Committee  on 
Landmarks.  The  most  important  position  he  occupied  in  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  one  which  has  given  him  the  most  reputation  and  dcme 
more  for  the  Craft  throughout  the  entire  Masonic  world,  is  that  of 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  This  gave  him  the 
World  of  Freeasonry  for  a  field,  and  enabled  him,  by  his  su{)erior  know- 
ledge, wisdom,  and  stroi  g  will  to  bring  about  a  harmony  in  thought 
and  action  which  is  so  necessary  in  an  institution  composed  of  many 
sovereign  Grand  Lodges.  Having  no  supeiior  to  command  them,  the 
only  way  to  bring  about  the  harmonious  relati  ms  which  now  exist  is  by 
the  free  use  of  the  vigorous  pens  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  on 
Correspondence  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges.  Among  rU  these  chair- 
men, 1  may  say,  without  derogating  from  any,  that  no  one  of  them  has 
been  the  superior  of  Brother  Vaux,  f)r  had  more  influence  in  the  Craft, 
or  had  his  just  claims  to  high  and  honorable  position  among  tbem 
admitted  by  all.  He  was  first  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  on  St.  John's  Day,  December,  1857,  and  continued  until 
St.  John's  Day,  December  27.  1862,  on  which  day  he  took  his  station  as 
Right  Worshipful  Junior  ({rand  Warden.  On  December  27,  1875,  he 
was  again  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
and  continued  to  hold  that  appoiniment  until  the  tune  of  his  death,  so 
that  he  served  in  that  import  mt  position  nearly  twenty-five  years. 

Some  idea  of  the  volume  of  Masonic  work  done  by  Brother  Vaux  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  o!i  Corrospondence  may  be  formed  from  the 
report  of  that  Committee  for  the  year  ending  St.  John's  Day,  1894, 
which  contained  throe  hundred  and  thirty-nine  pages.  In  that  report, 
as  in  his  former  reports,  Hr()ther  Vaux  thoroughly  digested  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  expressing  his  agreement  with  most 
of  the  work  which  was  done,  and  his  disapproval,  in  plain  Mascmio 
language  of  such  acts  as  he  considered  un-Masonic.  The  labor 
bestowed  by  Brother  V^aux  annually  in  the  consideration  of  t'  e  reports 
of  the  various  (^rand  Lodijes  m  ly  be  truly  styled  the  work  of  a  year. 
He  read  the  various  reports  as  he  received  them,  marked  such  parts  as 
required  notice,  and  then  wrote  out  his  views  with  his  own  hand,  thus 
adding  InboriouH  physical  to  intense  mental  labor.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  this  Grand  Lodge  will  ever  again  be  honored  l)y  a  member  who 
will  possess  the  knowledge,  the  disposition,  and  the  ability,  and  who 
will  give  the  time  reijuired  to  make  so  exhaustive  a  research  and  com- 
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parison  of  the  views  of  the  diflTerent  Grand  Lodfres,  ns  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  annually  favored  with,  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  ou  Corres- 
pondence written  by  Brother  Viiux.  There  is,  however,  this  satisfac- 
tion, which  the  Bretliren  have,  notwithsta  ding  tlie  great  loss  they  have 
suffered,  and  that  is  that  ne.irly  r-ll  of  the  important  question's  upon 
which  Grand  Lodges  differed  have  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  union 
obtained  on  many  of  thorn,  while  the  differences  are  plaiuly  marked  and 
fully  understood  on  both  sides. 

Cne  of  the  most  difficult  and  occasionally  exasperating  questions 
was  that  which  concern  »d  the  status  of  a  rejected  applicant.  Brother 
Vaux  vigorously  supported  the  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  a  rejec- 
tion cannot  be  removed  except  by  the  Lodge  which  made  it,  or,  to  put 
the  phrase  in  short  form,  that  a  rejection  is  perpetual  dnd  can  be 
removed  only  by  the  Lodge  in  which  it  was  made.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  consistency  of  this  view.  He  insisted  upoi  it  strenuously, 
and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  on  frequent  occasions  enforced  it.  The 
regulations  of  other  Grand  Lodges  are  that  an  objection  shall  cease  to 
be  of  any  effect  at  a  certain  time  after  it  is  made,  as  six  months,  a  year, 
or  other  length  of  time.  The  power  of  these  Grand  Lodges  to  make  and 
enforce  a  reguJation  of  that  kind  was  ndmitted,  although  Brother  Vanx 
strenuously  denied  the  Masonic  lawfulness  of  such  a  rule.  With  two 
Buch  rules  prevailing  conflicts  are  unavoidable,  btit  the  remedy  has  been 
easy  to  fiud  and  as  easy  to  apply.  It  is  now  the  established  rule  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  that  if  any  person  has  been  rejected  by  any  Lodge  under 
its  jurisdiction,  aid  shall  afterwards  be  approved  and  initiated  iu  a 
Lodge  of  another  jurisdiction  without  having  the  objection  removed, 
neither  this  Grand  Lodge  nor  any  of  its  subordinate  Lodges  will  give 
Masonic  recognition  to  the  person  thus  initiated.  Controverriies  con- 
cerning the  application  of  this  remedy  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl- 
vania have  arisen  and  have  been  always  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  We  deny  no  powers  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  we  will 
not  suffer  our  law  to  be  violated  with  impunity. 

Another  question  frequently  discus  <jd  was  that  of  public  installa- 
tions. It  is  well  known  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  always  firmly  de- 
clared that  none  of  the  work  of  the  Lodge-room  shall  be  done  in  public. 
Upon  this  point  Bro.  Vaux  wrote  frequently  and  forcibly,  p  )inting  out 
the  differences  between  public  ceremonies  done  by  a  Lodge,  such  as 
laying  the  corner-stone  of  a  building,  aud  the  secret,  and  therefore 
mysterious  work  of  a  Lodge,  as  a  Lodge,  in  a  Lodge-room.  The  ta^tti 
for  public  display  was  no  doubt  generated  by  the  public  exhibitions  of 
other  bodies,  which,  although  composed  of  Masons,  were  not  part  of  the 
original  body  of  Freemasonry,  which  we,  in  Pennsylvania,  are  taught 
ends  at  the  seventh  or  Itoyal  Arch  degree  ;  and  while  this  Gra'  d  Lodge 
disclaims  any  intention  of  d-  "ogating  from  any  other  bodies  any  of  the 
rights,  privileges,  formn,  ana  oeienumiis  which  they  possess  and  practise, 
yet  this  Gmnd  Lodge  insists  that  those  fnrms,  practices,  and  ceremonies 
which  are  of  •  public  nature,  do  not  belong  to  the  original  plan  of  Free- 
masonry, anu  that  this  Grand  Lodge  will  not  suffer  itself  to  be  misled 
into  following  those  practices  which  pertain  exclusively  to  other  bodies, 
of  which  the  public  in-^taliation  of  oHiccrs  is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous. 
Likewise  Bro.  Vaux  insisted  that  the  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge  did  not 
oountenancH  public  paradi-g  ii  freciuent  and  promiscuous  public  cere- 
monies. He  insisted  that  it  was  the  secrecjy  and  exclusiveness  of  Ma- 
sonic bodies  which  invested  them  with  their  mystery;  and  secured  and 
maintained  that  position  in  the  community  which  made  Freemasonry 
dignified  and  respectel  everywhere.  This  (Jrand  Lodge  owi^s  mu(!h  to 
Bro.  Vaux  for  the  position  which  it  holds  in  the  community,  and  it  was 
b^  his  resolution  a'ld  emphatic  protest  against  public  displays  that  he 
aided  in  creating  and  preserving  that  position. 
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The  Grand  Representative  System  was  another  matter,  which  ai- 
thouierh  of  comparatively  modern  growth,  was  soon  discovered  by  Bro. 
Vaux  to  be  fraught  with  danger  to  the  hiirmony  which  shnuld  exist  be- 
tween the  Grand  Lodges,  by  creating  dis]>ntes  and  contentions  npon 
mere  questions  of  etiquette,  which  did  not  atfect  tlie  Landmarks  of  Froe- 
maponry  or  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Brethren. 

In  his  report  made  in  December,  1801,  Bro.  Vaux  said,  *  V^e  take 
leave  moat  respectfully  to  suggest  that  a  system  of  permanent  grand  re- 
presentation between  any  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States  and  the  various  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe 
may  be  of  doubtful  propriety.  Of  this  system  it.«elf  we  are  by  no  means 
an  advocate.  Representation  of  one  Gr^nd  L  )dge  to  another  in  special 
cases  and  for  particular  purposes  is  no  doubt  Masonic  and  beneficial. 
Then  the  object  to  be  attained  is  special,  the  duty  circumscribed,  the  rn- 
sponsibility  fixed.  In  such  cases  we  believe  good  may  be  produced. 
But  a  representation  without  object  or  purpose,  only  to  co-relate  juris- 
dictions, to  mark  Madonic  respect,  to  indicate  friendly  relations  between 
Grand  Lodge8,'i8  not  essential  to  Masonic  interest,  to  say  the  least. ' 

Controversies  concerning  the  persons  who  should  be  appointed  re- 
presentatives, and  tbe  right  to  object  to  them,  led  to  strained  relations 
between  several  Grand  Lodges.  This  Grand  Lodge  suffered  but  little  in 
this  respect ;  but  it  did  have  at  least  one  unpleasant  episode,  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  any  more,  it  was  resolved  that  the  system  should 
be  abolished,  so  far  as  this  Grand  Lodge  is  concerned  This  action  was 
taken  with  the  approval,  advice,  and  assistance  of  Brother  Vaux.  It 
was  thought  that  the  system  brought  no  advantages  in  return  for  the 
perils  to  which  it  subjected  the  entire  Craft  throughout  the  world. 

While  Brother  Vaux's  aflfections  were  set  altogether  npon  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  its  mission  and  work,  yet  he  was  a  member  of  other  Mas  )nic 
bodies,  and  interested  in  their  welfare.  He  was  a  member  of  Harmony 
Chapter,  No.  52,  having  received  the  Capitular  Degrees  on  September 
24,  1846.  By  virtue  of  his  office  as  Past  Grand 
member  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter, 
of  Philadelphia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Knights 
knighted  on  November  17,  1855. 


Master,  he  was  Kisn  a 
He  was  also  a  member 
Templar,   having  been 


Besides  his  incessant  labors  as  Chairman  of  the  (Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence, he  was,  for  several  years  prior  to  his  death,  the  leading 
editoral  writer  of  T/ie  Keystone,  the  only  Masonic  paper  published  with- 
in the  juripdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Brethren  who  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  reading  his  articles  could  hardly  fail  to  know  who  wrote 
them  ;  they  were  so  original,  bold,  independent  and  convincing. 

Brother  Vaux  was  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  also  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  serv- 
ing in  high  offices  in  the  latter  body.  He  was  always  present  at  gather- 
iug«  of  lawyers,  and  was  the  centre  of  a  witty,  bright,  and  intellectual 
CO-    )any  of  conversationalists. 

'Te  was  also  prominent  in  public  politics,  and  held  several  important 

Eubiic  offices.  Immediately  upon  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  and  before 
e  was  of  full  age— that  is,  in  April,  1837  he  was  sent  to  London  as  a 
bearer  of  despatches  to  the  American  Minister,  the  Honorable  Andrew 
Stevenson.  On  his  arrival  there  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  legation, 
and  after  a  short  term  of  service  he  resig  ed  to  vi^it  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  returned  to  his  nntive  land  in  1839.  He  was  Recorder  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  seven  years,  commencing  in  1841,  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Controllers  of  the  public  schools.    He  was  an 
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Inspector  of  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary  from  January,  1842,  until 
tbe  time  of  his  death,  serving  over  fifty-threo  years  in  that  important 
position;  during  which  tinxe  he  wrote  more  Uteratnre  on  the  subject  of 
prison  management  than  perhaps  any  other  person  who  has  written  on 
that  subject. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Girard  College 
from  1858  to  IHOC,  and  from  1884  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In  all 
these  public  bodies  he  took  the  deepest  interest  in  their  aifairs,  and  gave 
au  active  and  efficient  service,  leaviug  an  impress  up:):i  them  which  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  He  was  iMayor  of  the  City  from  May,  185(3,  for  two 
years,  and  announced  views  concerning  the  proper  form  of  municipal 
government,  which  he  enforced  by  his  speeches  and  writings,  and  he 
lived  to  see  them  adopted  nearly  thirty  years  afterwards  in  the  present 
city  charter.  He  served  in  the  United  States  Congress  in  the  years  1890 
and  1891,  and  was  a  conspicuous  member  of  that  august  and  honorable 
assembly. 

He  was  taken  from  us  at  a  time  when  his  mental  vigor  was  unim- 
paired, although  he  had  reached  the  ripe  age  of  more  than  seventy-eight 
years.  During  all  his  life  he  was  active,  vigilant  and  industiious,  and 
when  principles  were  at  stake,  firm  and  combative.  As  I  have  before 
yaid,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  been  honored  in  thu  one  hundred  aud  sixty- 
five  years  of  its  existence  with  Grand  Piasters  who  were  learned,  able 
and  active  in  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  light,  but  no  one  of  them  h>.8 
shed  more  lustre  upon  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  Freemasonry  in  general, 
than  he  whose  death  we  so  much  lament  and  whose  memory  we  now 
celebrate.  • 

Further  tribiitew  were  eloquently  p.aid  by  distinguislied 
l)retliren. 

Tlie  Grand  Lodjre  of  Maryland,  in  their  resolutions  of 
condoleneo,  suid  of  l>rother  \"aux: 

"  In  ripe  learning,  long  ;ind  faithful  service,  broad  and  catholic  views, 
amiable  and  loving  regard  for  his  fellows,  and  in  all  that  goes  to  make 
up  the  good  man  and  true  Mason,  our  Brother  was  fairly  entitled  to  rank 
as  the  '  First  Mason  of  the  Republic'  " 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  British  ('oluinhia  proffer  fraternal 
condolence  upon  the  deatii  of  tliis  distino;uished  Hrother  to 
the  Grand  Lodm*  of  Pennsylvania,  and  svmpithize  with 
them  in  tiieir  irreat  bereavement. 

The  next  annual  will  be  held  on  27th  of  December,  ISiMJ 

Note  the  Grand  Afaster  on 

PHYSICAL  PERFECTION. 

One  of  the  quefitions  the  Grand  Master  is  often  obliged  to  decide  is 
that  of  the  physical  qualiflcntiona  of  candidates  for  initiation.  It  is  not 
a  difficult  one,  for  the  law  is  plain  ;  if  it  were  not  S')  pl'iin  it  would  not 
be  so  troublesome  as  it  is.  Though  the  Landmark  is  so  well  established 
and  the  usage  of  this  Grand  Lodge  so  well  known,  the  lame  and  the 
halt,  and  those  suffering  with  various  slight  mutilations,  have  come  be- 
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fore  me  to  ascertain  if  they  conld  receive  the  degrees.  To  refuse  some 
of  them  seemed  like  a  great  ha/dship  and  was  a  most  unplea^iant  duty, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  they  and  their  friends  left  me  feeling  that  I  was 
unsympathetic  and  unreasonable,  while  in  truth  I  was  neither,  and 
would  have  been  glad  to  decide  otherwise.  The  only  place  to  draw  the 
line  is  where  perfection  would  be  on  one  side,  atid  imperfection,  however 
slight,  on  the  other.  Once  cross  the  line  but  a  hair's  breadth  and  the 
Landmark  falls.  This  fundamental  law  of  our  Craft  has  been  so  often 
enunciated  from  this  station  that  it  should  not  be  necessary  to  say  more 
in  regard  to  it,  and  I  only  refer  to  it  now  to  show  the  great  pressure  that 
continues  to  be  brought  to  set  it  aside,  and  the  necessity  for  firmness 
against  the  least  semblance  of  relaxation. 

There  is  no  doubt  bnt  that  Masonry  in  tliis  jurisdiction 
must  "  hew  to  the  line."     The  Grand  Master  decided  that — 

"  It  is  not  proper  for  the  Worshipful  Master  to  receive  the  Tyler's 
avouchment  for  a  stranger  from  the  Pursuivant.  When  the  latter  an- 
nounces that  the  former  can  vouch  for  a  stranger,  the  Tyler  should  be 
required  to  come  into  tiie  Lodge-ruom  and  make  his  avouchment 
directly  to  the  Worshipful  Master.  There  will  then  be  no  danger  of  the 
identity  of  the  visitor  being  lost.  Any  other  method  is  not  proper  and 
cannot  be  permitted. 

A  man  who  cannot  write  cannot  be  made  a  Mason.  An  applicant 
must,  with  bis  own  hand,  sign  his  name  in  full  to  the  petition.  A  mark 
X  ctnnot  be  accepted.  A  man  who  in  this  age  of  free  rcIiooIs  has  arriv- 
ed at  years  of  maturity  withou*^  one  of  the  rudiments  of  the  most  ordinary 
education  does  not  manifest  intelligence  and  ambition  enough  to  be  a 
useful  member  of  our  Fraternity.  We  cannot  condone  or  tolerate  that 
degree  of  ignorance. 

As  it  has  been  decided  that  it  is  improper  to  send  notice  of  Lodge 
meetings  on  postal  cards  (Pro.  1889,  p.  142),  and  to  publish  the  same  iri 
a  newspaper  (Pro.  1892,  p.  133),  it  is  evidently  the  intention  that  such 
notices  should  be  a  private  communication  between  the  sender  and  the 
recipient.  To  carry  out  that  intention  to  the  fullest  extent  I  decide  that 
all  notices  contemplated  by  Article  XVIII,  Section  9,  of  the  Ahiman 
Rezon,  must  be  sent  in  sealed  envelopes. 

1  quite  agree  with  No.  2.  No.  1  smacks  too  much  of 
formality,  as  the  Grand  Tyler  can  vouch  outside  the  door  as 
well  as  inside  and  have  the  same  eifect.  No.  f\  is  purely  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  we  Cfuinot  see  any  harm  to  Masonry 
in  the  puhlisliintr  of  notices  for  meetinjrs  only;  if  business  of 
a  private  nature  such  as  balloting  or  conferring  degrees,  then 
tile  sealed  envelope  method  is  the  correct  one. 

A  rare  occurrence — 

OONFERRINO  THE   nEQREKH  AT   SIGHT. 

"  September  7,  I  exercised  the  prerogative  of  a  (irand  Master  by  con- 
ferring the  degrees  at  sight  on  Samuel  B.  Huey,  a  resident  of  Phila- 
delphia. While  some  jurisdictions  deny  this  right  to  the  Grand  Master, 
Pennsylvania  has  adhered  tenaciously  to  the  ancient  Landmark,  and 
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there  have  been  but  few  of  our  Qrand  Masters  who  have  not  observed  it 
at  least  once.  We  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  custom  green  in  the 
minds  of  the  Brethren,  and  lest  it  become  forgotten  and  fall  into  decay 
by  reason  of  disuse.  The  Grand  Master  always  endeavors  to  select  a 
candidate  worthy  of  the  honor  conferred— one  who  conforms  physically, 
mentally,  and  morally  to  the  requirements  of  the  Craft." 

Past  Grand  Master  the  Elon.  Joliii  W.  Cliarnpliu  of 
Micliigan  thus  explains  this  "  Prerogative  "  : — 

"  It  is  also  a  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  '  make  Masons  at 
sight.'  Perhaps  there  has  been  no  subject  which  has  aflForded  more 
dispute  among  Masons  than  this  Landmark.  Some  deny  that  there  ever 
was  or  is  any  such  Landmark.  Others  assert  that  if  it  ever  existed  it 
was  never  exercised.  The  trouble  arises  over  the  meaning  of  the  expres- 
sion *  making  Masons  at  sight.'  if  that  expression  be  rightly  understood, 
there  is  no  question  that  the  Landmark  has  always  existed.  SSome 
suppose  that  the  expression  means  that  a  Grand  Master  can  take  a  pro- 
fane into  a  private  room,  and  there,  at  sight,  declare  to  him  '  I 
make  you  a  Master  Mason.'  No  such  prerogative  exists.  What  is  meant 
by  the  Landmark  is,  that  the  Grand  Master  may,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
summon  to  his  assistance  not  less  than  six  other  Masons,  convene  a 
Lodge,  and  without  any  previous  probation,  but  on  sight  of  the  candi- 
date, confer  the  degrees  upon  him,  after  which  he  dissolves  the  Lodge 
and  dismisses  the  Brethren. 

"This  is  the  only  way  in  which  any  Qrand  Master  within  the 
records  of  the  institution  has  ever  been  known  to  make  Masons  at  sight. 
It  is  readily  seen  that  the  prerogative  is  the  same  as  that  of  granting 
dispensations  to  open  and  hold  lodges." 

The  Grand  Master,  speaking  of"  Unaffiliates  "  desiring 
Masonic  burial,  concludes  by  saying  : — 

"Masonry  is  for  Masons,  for  Masons  in  fact,  and  not  for  Masons  in 
name  only,  and  those  who  wish  to  receive  Masonic  burial  should  make 
such  provision  during  life  that  a  dispensation  will  not  be  needed." 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  Arnold,  P.G.M. 
British  Columbia  for  1894  has  considerable  space,  and  is 
fraternally  reviewed.  The  Chairman's  opening  remarks 
conclude  : — - 


"  The  best  tribute  whicli  we  of  Pennsylvania  can  pay  to  the  memory 
of  Richard  Vaux  is  to  practise  the  Masonry  he  taught  and  so  firmly 
believed  in  and  upheld  ;  the  Masonry  which  has  come  down  to  us  from 
'  the  aforetime  ; '  which  resists  all  attempt  at  modern  improvement,  and 
whicli  does  not  seek  to  adapt  itself  to  nineteenth  century  ideas  of  what 
Masonry  should  be.  Let  us  endeavor  to  do  this  that  as  he  looks  upon 
us  from  the  realms  of  light  it  may  be  with  oommeudation  and  approval. 
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As  a  reviewer  he  had  a  style  of  his  own  which  we  have  not  attempted  to 
imitate  or  even  to  approach,  nor  have  we  continued  the  discussions 
which  engaged  his  attention  in  his  last  report." 

it.  W.  Mathias  II.  IIkndkhson  (re-elected). 

Grand  Master. 


\i.  W.  MicnAKL  Nkshktt, 


Grand  Se(^ret<try. 


—  :o: 


Ppinee  Edu4atrd  Island 

'20th  annual — summkrsidk— 24th  .june,  1895. 


M.  W.  Thomas  A.  McLean,  Grand  Master. 

THREE  (leeisions  in  haniiony  with  local  law  are  reported. 
Returns  show  12  Lodges  witli   501)    Master   Masons. 
Tlie  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  accorded   fra- 
ternal  recotrnition. 

No  report  on  ( 'Orrespondence. 

M.  W.  RoDKRirK  McNeill, 

Grand  Master.,  Staidey  Rridge. 

R.  W.  Neil  MacKelvfe, 

Grand  Secretary.,  Sununerside. 
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Quebec 

2r>TH    ANNUAL MONTREAL 29tH  .lANlAKV,   ISDO. 


® 


M.  W.  F.  Jfassey,  Grand  Master. 

VR  Representative  was  present,  R.  W.    Bro.    D.    Ander- 
son.    The  Grand  Master  said  in  his  address  : 


"The  most  superficial  observer  of  Freemasonry  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  forcibly  impressed  with  the  great  advances  our  Order  is 
making  throughout  the  Dominion,  and  especially  in  this,  our  Province  of 
Quebec. 
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At  no  time  in  onr  history  have  we  been  so  progressive,  and  so  ad- 
hesive, both  as  individual  Masons  and  as  Subordinate  LodgeH  compos- 
ing our  (irand  L  )dge  of  Quebec.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  living 
in  such  an  intelligent  age  as  the  Nineteenth  Century,  where  education 
is  so  free  and  so  general,  that  an  Order,  such  as  ours,  founded  upon  its 
firm  foundrttions  and  spie  did  prin;*iples,  should  be  fully  appreciated 
and  taken  advantage  of,  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

As  far  as  our  foreign  relations  are  concerned  they  remain  very  much 
as  heretofore,  the  Lodges  having  Jurisdiction  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  being  still  in  existence  in  the  City  of  Montreal.  There  are  not 
wanting  in  my  opinion,  signs,  that  these  Lodges  will  possibly  in  the 
near  future,  consider  seriously,  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  them 
from  being  in  much  closer  contact  to  their  Grand  Body  than  they  are  at 
present. 

Without  going  closely  into  this  question,  which  has  been  so  fully 
discussed  heretofore,  I  dismiss  the  subject  with  the  remark  that  it  is  to 
he  hoped  that  ere  long  Lodges  referred  to  will  recognize  it  as  their  duty  to 
relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  from  the  somewhat,  no  doubt  to 
them,  embarrassing  position  of  still  allowing  Lodges  to  work  under  Eng- 
lish charters  in  this  Province  of  Quebec  ;  a  position  which,  undoubtedly, 
no  Grand  Lodge  cares  to  maintain,  and  one  which  has  now  become  so 
solitary  as  to  be  marked  among  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Masonic  World. 

At  the  last  Session  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada,  an  amendment  was 
made  to  Consolidated  Statutes,  which  places  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Que- 
bec beyond  all  question  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  privileges,  as  those 
heretofore  exteuted  by  the  law  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  and  Grand 
Lodge  of  England.  The  amendment  was  applied  for  on  the  suggestion 
of  M.  W.  Bro.  R  T.  Walkem,  Q.  C,  of  Kingston,  Past  Grand  Master  of 
Canada,  he  having,  in  the  course  of  his  friendly  mediation  between 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  ourselves,  deemed  it  in  the  interest  of  our 
Grand  Lodge  as  finally  and  fully  disposing  of  any  claim  which  had  been 
made  regarding  our  position  as  Masons  in  this  Province." 

Two  rulings  are  reported  : 

"  A  member  of  this  Lodge  having  exercised  his  privilege  of  balloting 
for  Candidates  continued  to  object  to  their  initiation  after  their  election. 
Tlie  W.  M.  asked  for  a  ruling  as  to  the  Brother's  right  to  continually 
object,  thus  causing  the  work  of  the  Lodge  to  be  completely  arrested 
and  upsetting  the  By-law,  which  required  two  black  balls  to  reject,  thus 
controlling  all  admissions  by,  in  reality,  his  objecting. 

t  therefore  ruled  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  to 
allow  any  Brother,  by  objecting  continually,  to  prevent  the  admission  of 
candidates,  and  ordered  them  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  initiation  of 
the  two  gentlemen  in  question  pending  any  necessary  amendment  to 
Constitution." 

I  was  not  aware  that  any  juristliction  allowed  uiore  than 
one  hlack  ball  to  reject  candidates  ;  it  appears  that  Quebec 
allows  two.     The  (J rand  Master  was  sustained  in  his  ruling. 

A  most  eloquent  discourse  on  "  Masonry  and  Relii/ion" 
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by  the  R.  W.  liro.  Rev.  R.  W.  llenton  was  delivered  before 
Grand  Lodije. 
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lietunis  sliow  that  tliere  are  50  Lodges  with  3530  Mas- 
ter Masons  in  Quebec. 

Report  on  Foreign  (correspondence  is  by  Bro.  E.  T.  1). 
Clianihers,  wlio  pn-sented  his  tentli  annual  review,  which  is  in 
every  respect  fully  up  to  the  high  standard  attained  by  this 
writer,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  uidiappilyinterferred  with 
in  his  work  by  the  sickness  and  death  of  a  beloved  son.  Our 
deepest  sympathy  is-  extended  you,  Bro.  Chambers,  in  your 
sole  afHiction. 

British  Columbia  for  1895  was  reviewed  and  consider- 
al)le  space  accorded  to  extracts  from  V.  W.  Grand  Chap- 
lain's (Bro.  Logan)  "  admirable  sermon." 

We  deem  the  following  opening  remarks  of  Bro.  Cham- 
bers of  sufficient  interest  to  the  Craft,  to  be  reproduced. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  ORDER. 

"  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  continued  prosperity  and  progress  of 
our  Order.  M.  W.  Bro.  Jense  B.  Anthony,  Past  Grand  Master  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  prepared  a  statistical  table  in  June,  1895,  showing 
a  net  gain  in  membership,  upon  the  North  American  continent  alone, 
since  1894,  of  19,510,  and  a  total  of  76/,761  Master  Masons,  belonging  to 
11,807  Subordinate  Lodges.  Less  than  four  years  ago,  in  May,  1892,  the 
total  membership  of  Lodges  owins,'  obedio.  ~  ^r»  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  North  American  continent,  was  estimatea  uj  . .  ^'^  B'-o.  Drummond 
of  Maine  at  (595,193.  An  increase  of  over  72,500  since  that  period  is  cer- 
tainly something  of  which  we  have  reason  to  be  proud.  Including  non- 
affiliates,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  members  of  our  Order  number 
over  a  million  of  men  in  North  America  aloue.  So  vast  an  army,  banded 
together  in  the  bonds  of  fraternal  union  and  brotherly  iove,  ought  cer- 
tainly, if  true  to  its  obligations,  to  be  a  great  factor  in  tht  preservation 
of  peace,  and  certainly  between  neighbors  speaking  the  same  language 
and  tracing  their  origin  to  a  common  stock. 

ONE  OF  THE  MISSIONS  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

When  the  peace  of  the  world  is  endangered  by  the  sayings  and 
doings  of  reckless  individuals  who  ure  prepared  to  caler  to  the  lowest 
prejudices  of  the  worst  elements  of  the  times,  for  the  promotion  of  their 
own  personal  or  political  ends,  then  may  Masons  well  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  the  world  over  for  international  peace,  as  good  men  in  all  times 
have  done  before  them,  whose  lives  have  been  dominated  b^  ac  active 
and  living  faith  in  "the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
Man." 

'  A  time  "ike  this  demands 

Strong  minds,  great  hearts,  true  faith  and  ready  hands  ; 

Men.  whom  the  lust  of  oflRci»  does  not  kill  ; 

Men.  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy  ; 

Men,  who  possess  opinions  and  a  will  ; 

Men.  who  liavt  honor  ;  men.  who  will  not  lie  ; 

Men^  wlio  lan  sie.ad  before  the  demagogue. 
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And  damn  IiIh  treacherous  flatterieB  without  winking- 
Tall  men,  sun  crowned,  who  live  Hl>ove  the  fog. 
In  public  duty,  and  in  private  thinicing. 
For,  while  th«  rabble,  with  their  thuml>-worn  creeds, 
Their  large  profeHaions.  and  their  little  deetbt. 
Mingle  in  Hellish  Btrife,  lo  !  Freedom  weeps ! 
Wrong  rules  the  land,  and  waiting  justice  sloeps.' 

The  fraternal  sentiments  recently  exchanged  between  representative 
bodies  of  Masons  in  Montreal  find  New  York,  in  Manitoba  and  Minne- 
sota, show  that  the  great  her.rt  of  American  and  Canadian  Freemasonry 
throbs  aright,  and  is  alive  alike  to  its  privileges  and  its  responsibilities. 

A  true  Masou  is  a  true  patriot,  because  Masonry  teaches  its  initiates 
to  pay  due  obedience  t<j  the  laws  of  a!)y  state  which  may  for  a  time 
become  the  place  of  their  residence  or  afford  them  its  protection,  and 
above  all  to  never  lose  sight  of  the  allegiance  due  to  the  legitimate 
authority  of  their  n?itive  land.  And  when  international  misunderstand- 
ings and  disputes  threaten  the  public  peace,  the  good  Mason,  like  the 
good  patriot  that  he  must  needs  be,  while  ready  at  all  times  to  give 
practical  proof  of  his  attachment  to  the  land  of  his  home  and  family, 
will  still  take  for  his  motto  the  song  of  the  angels,  'Peace  on  earth  to  men 
of  good  will,'  and  for  his  country's,— so  far  as  he  can  influence  it—the 
prudential  and  patriotic,  yet  not  unfriendly  or  offensive  device, '  Defence, 
not  defiance.' 

FREEMASONKY   AND  THE   POPE. 

There  has  recently  been  brought  to  our  notice  a  circular  letter 
addressed  to  the  various  Masonic  governing  bodies  of  the  world  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  Italian  Masonry,  iuviting  them  to  send  representatives 
or  assurances  of  fraternal  adhesion  to  the  celebration  in  September  last, 
at  Home,  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  termination  of  the  tem- 
poral power  of  the  Papacy. 

We  have  not  learned  what  responses  were  received  by  Italian  Free- 
masons to  this  appeal,  but  we  should  not  like  English-speaking  Free- 
masonry to  be  he'  responsible  for  any  sympathy  extended  to  the 
authors  of  the  circx  ^r  by  the  so-called  Masonry  of  the  Latin  countries 
of  Europe  and  South  America.  Of  much  that  passes  for  Masonry  under 
the  government  of  the  Grand  Orients,  we  are,  not  unreasonably,  very  sus- 
picious. Only  a  year  ago,  for  invasion  of  our  territory  and  for  ignoring 
our  protest  thereanent,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  withdrew  its 
recognition  of  the  so-called  Grand  Symb  >lic  Lodge  of  Spain  and  severed 
all  fraternal  intercourse  therewith.  The  alleged  Masonry  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  has  been  repudiated  by  legitimate  Freemasons  every- 
where, because  of  its  wicked  and  un-Masonic  ignoring  of  the  God  of 
Miisonry, — the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe.  The  so  called  Free- 
masons of  some  other  Latin  lands  are  deservedly  repudiated  by  legiti- 
mate Craftsmen  for  their  prostitution  of  their  Lodges  to  religious  and 
political  plots.  Whatever  part  they  may  have  taken  in  the  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  loss  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Papacy, 
legitimate  Masonry  is  not  responsible  therefor.  English-speaking  Free- 
masonry, at  all  events,  could  have  no  part  in  such  celebration.  It  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  plots,  the  politics  or  the  revolutions  of 
other  lauds.  Such  things  dare  noi  so  much  as  be  mentioned  within  its 
Lodges.  It  has  no  quarrel  with  the  Pope  of  Rome,  and  the  question 
of  either  his  spiritual  or  temporal  power  is  none  of  its  concern.  Succes- 
sive Popes  have  banned  Freemasonry,  attempting  to  punish  the  Masonry 
of  Britain  and  Amerio.i  that  they  know  nothing  of,  and  that  never  did 
them  or  thought  of  doing  them  any  harm,  for  the  misguided  actions  of 
Grand  Orients  and  Symbolic  Grand  Lodges  that  it  repudiates,  which 
having  departed  from  the  spirit  and  teachings  of  Freemasonry  have 
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embroiled  themselves  in  political  and  religious  feuds,  diametrically 
opposed  to  tbe  teachings  of  the  Order.  Yet  Masonry  goes  on  the  even 
tenor  of  its  ways,  strong  in  the  confidence  that  there  is  a  good  time 
cominsr,  in  which  the  eyes  of  the  blind  will  be  opened,  and  those  who 
now  sit  in  the  bl  adow  of  darkness  and  prejudice  will  recognize  the  fact 
that  in  teaching  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man, 
with  all  the  mondity  and  obedience  and  faith  and  love  that  such  rela- 
tions imply,  neither  Pope  nor  Cardinal,  Bishop  nor  Priest,  Evangelist 
nor  Presbyter  has  any  more  faithful  ally  than  genuine  Freemasonry. 

The  English  translation  of  the  Italian  circular  herein  referred  to, 
which  strangely  enough  is  dated  from  the  Borghese  Palace  in  Eome,  is 
as  follows  : — 

'  Honored  and  Dear  Brethren, 

On  the  20th  September,  this  year,  Italy,  united  in  nation,  will 
solemnly  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  deliverance  of  her 
Capital. 

With  the  restitution  of  Eome  to  the  Fatherland,  the  temporal 
pow^er  of  the  Popes  came  to  an  end;  therefore  the  feast  of  the  20th 
September  does  not  concern  our  nation  only,  but  all  civilized  nations. 

Italian  Masonry  which  had  such  a  share  in  the  work  for  the  unifi- 
cation of  Italy  and  tht.  destruction  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Papacy, 
has  resolved  to  take  a  public  part  in  the  festivity. 

Will  not  the  Masonic  ffimilies  of  other  lands  likewise  attend  the 
commemoration  of  the  greatest  event  of  our  century  ?  We  feel  sure 
they  will.  Therefore  we  hereby  invite  your  Supreme  Masonic  Power  to 
send  its  delegates  to  the  feasts  of  September  next,  or,  should  this  be  ab- 
solutely impossible,  to  forward  us,  at  least,  officially,  its  fraternal  ad- 
hesion. 

May  it  be  said  that  in  that  most  prosperous  day,  the  thought  and 
love  of  the  Masons  of  the  world  do  palpitate  in  R'  me  redeemed  to  free- 
dom ? 

Waiting  for  your  prompt  response,  we  beg  you  illustrious  Brethren  to 
accept  our  three-fold  fraternal  salute. 

Adriano  Lemmi,  33. 

The  Grand  Master. 
Ettoes  Ferrari,  33. 

The  Grand  Secretary. 
UtiiHSE  Bacoi,  33. 

The  Head  of  the  Grand  Secretariate.'' 

OUR  HURR0UNDIN08. 

Some  of  the  pictures  drawn  in  our  former  Reports,  of  the  peculiar 
surroundings  of  Freemasonry  in  this  Province,  tiiough  presenting  noth- 
ing novel  to  tlie  Brethren  of  our  own  Jurisdiction,  have  excited  the  ut- 
most curiosity  and  surprise  among  some  of  our  Brethren  of  the  Masonic 
Corps  Reportorial.  Within  the  last  few  months  there  has  appeared  here 
a  novel  of  the  twentieth  century,  from  the  pen  of  an  anti- Masonic  writer 
— the  same  who  was  referred  to  i)y  us  some  years  ago  in  one  of  those  Re- 
ports, as  having  entered  U|)oii  a  crusade  against  a  French  Canadian  beer 
bottler  for  employing  upon  his  labels  a  red  triangle,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  M  isojiic  emblem  ;  and  who  also  appealed  to  (Cardinal  Tascher- 
eau  to  ban  both  bjttler,  beer  and  buttles,  with  boll,  book  and  candle. 
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The  Ca'dinal  decided  that  the  triangle  was  not  a  Masonic  emblem,  and 
there  the  matter  ended,  but  the  author  of  the  attack  has  followed  up  bis 
arraigomcDt  of  Freemasonry  by  writing  the  novel  already  referred  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  his  contention  that  Masonry  is  devil  wor- 
ship, and  Masons  a  Society  of  plotters  against  law  and  order,  whether 
human  or  divine,  who  seek  the  subversion  alike  of  religion  and  of  con- 
stitutional government,  and  whose  Lodges  are  not  only  the  headquarters 
of  lawless  conspiracies  against  both  their  God  and  their  fellow  men,  but 
little  hells  upon  earth,  in  the  shape  of  private  cabinets  in  which  the 
Prince  of  Darkness  in  material  form  is  called  up  and  communicated 
with  at  will  ! 

Little  surprise  as  may  be  occasioned  by  these  representations, 
amongst  those  acquainted  with  the  methods  >md  tenets  of  anti-Masonio 
ignorance  and  fanaticism,  it  will  not  be  without  some  wonderment,  we 
believe,  that  the  facts  will  go  forth,  that  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec  has  purchased  some  hundreds  of  copies  of  this  book  for 
distribution  as  prizes  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools  ! 

AN   ANTI-MASONIC  LEA(}UE   IN  FRANCE. 

There  has  been  recently  established  in  France  an  organization 
called  *la  ligne  du  Inbaruw  anti  rnnconnique,''  which  is  described  as  'a 
militant  Catholic  Order  for  the  defence  of  the  faith  and  of  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  Church  against  Freemasonry.'  Hupremest  pity  is 
excited  for  the  ignorance  that  arrays  men  in  the  name  of  religion  against 
the  teachings  of  the  highest  and  best  morality  and  most  boundless 
charity.  Little  as  we  admire  some  of  the  practices  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  it  is  interesting  to  note  its  influence  and  ramifications 
as  described  in  the  first  number  ot  •  V Anti- M aeon,''  -\.\\6  official  organ  of 
the  league  above  referred  to,  which  was  issued  iu  Paris  on  the  Ist  Jan- 
uary, 1896.  This  publication  is  ornamented  with  a  picture  representing 
an  archangel,  presumably  Michael,  (though  we  have  no  means  of  tracing 
its  resemblance  to  the  original,)  trampling  down  an  uncommonly  for- 
bidding looking  Mephisto  into  the  bottomless  pit,  and  with  his  javelin 
so  close  to  Lucifer's  breast,  that  if  the  pictorial  representation  be  correct, 
nothing  but  the  most  criminal  neglect  of  a  plain  fluty  and  most  blessea 
opportunity  upon  the  part  of  the  Archangel  ip  responsible  for  any  degree 
of  life  that  may  still  be  left  in  the  downed  monster. 

The  paper  before  us  declares  in  its  very  first  article  that  the  present 
government  of  France  is  a  Misonio  Ministry,  and  an  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance  against  F)  oomasonry  is  justtiied  by  it  on  the  conten- 
tion that  the  fraternity  threatens  the  existence  of  the  religious  com- 
munities and  is  the  enemy  of  youth,  of  woman,  of  religion,  of  the  family, 
of  authority,  of  the  Church,  of  the  republic  and  God.  We  give  as  near 
us  possible  in  the  very  words  ot '  L\tidi- Macon  ^  n  translation  of  the 
origin  of  the  new  anti-Musonic  league  : 

'  As  in  the  days  of  Ignatius  of  Loyola,  a  humble  little  group  of 
friends  and  of  brother-in-arma  assembled  at  Montmartre,  at  the  feet  of 
the  VirP'n,  under  the  rays  of  the  Sacred  heart,  not  far  from  the  statue 
of  Ig  'H'<  as  of  Loyola,  and  without  having  alas  !  neither  the  holiness 
nor  the  genious  of  the  companinns  of  the  immortal  founder  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Jesus,  but  with  a  faithful  heart  and  an  entire  good  will, 
promised  (Jod  to  form  the  nucleusof  a  new  militia,  of  a  now  military  «)rder, 
under  the  iustruction  of  the  Holy  See,  under  obedience  of  the  diocesan 
bishops,  to  combat  the  Sata;  ic  Sect  which  hold'-^  the  Christian  people 
of  France  under  its  insupportable  tyranny.' 

The  'ounders  of  the  League  claims  that  unlike  Freemascmry  tliey 
have  no  secrete.  Yet,  their  members  tnke  fictitious  names  and  unlike 
Masons  avoid  the  publication  of  their  real  ones.    They  have  pass-words 
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and  secret  initiation  ceremonies.  They  have  even  the  audacity  to  add 
that  Freemasons  do  not  print  certain  of  their  secret  words,  because 
spelled  in  certain  order  they  are  found  to  coiiceal  infamies,  which  the 
leajfuers  [pretend  to  expose  by  giving  as  examples  'Nikai '  and  '  Zahob.' 
The  League  confers  different  degrees  upon  men  and  women  ;  the  latter 
being '  Sisters  of  Joan  of  Arc,'  while  men  may  receive  three  degrees ; 
those  of  the  'Legion  of  Constaatine,'  'Soldier  of  St.  Michael'  and 
'Knight  of  the  Sacred  Heart.'  Fac-similes  are  printed  in  J/Anti-Mncon 
of  the  certificates  issued  to  '  Sisters  of  Joan  of  Arc,'  and  of  the  plan  of 
the  halls  of  Labarum.  An  altar  stands  at  tho  back  of  the  hall  upon 
which  is  a  statue  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  having  on  its  right  the  statue  of 
St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  and  c^  its  left  that  of  '  the  Venerable  Joan 
of  Arc'  Amongst  the  engagements  assumed  by  the  members  of  the 
League,  we  may  mention  a  couple.  One  is  to  offer  their  lives  to  God 
each  morning  on  rising,  for  the  conversion  of  Freemasons.  Another  is 
to  have  no  business  relations  with  them  whatever.  While  we  can  have  no 
cbj«^ction  to  the  prayers  of  good,  though  misguided  men  anywhere,  so 
long  as  tbey  desire  an  expansion  of  our  charity  and  an  extension  of  our 
good  works,  the  anti-Masonic  leaguers  will  not  increase  our  gratitude  to 
them  b;'  desiring  for  us  any  narrowing  circle  of  influence  for  good, 
whether  in  our  business  relations  or  otherwise,  such  as  they  have 
circumscribed  for  themselves. 

While  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  undoubtedly  departed  very  far 
from  the  conditions  of  legitimate  Freemasonry,  and  is  perhaps  partially 
responsible  for  the  existence  of  the  new  league,  it  will  not  likely  ba 
tempted  to  go  into  hysterics  over  the  establishment  of  a  counter  irritant. 
It  is  probably  too  much  to  expect  that  the  new  condition  of  affairs  in 
France  will  prove  useful  to  the  Grand  Orient  or  lead  to  its  renunciation 
of  modern  errors ;  and  therefore,  while  still  entertaining  the  broadest 
charity  and  sincerest  pity  for  the  anti-Masons  of  France,  we  must  regret 
our  inability  to  wish  that  success  to  the  new  League  which  we  desire  for 
all  bodies  of  men  properly  banded  together  upon  hroad  humanitarian  and 
unsectarian  lines,  for  the  betterment  of  their  race  and  the  furtherance 
of  the  Masonic  virtues  of  morality,  faith,  hope  and  charity. 
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In  glancing  back  over  the  ten  years  of  service  that  we  have  given 
our  Grand  Lodge  as  Chairman  of  its  Committee  of  Correspondence,  it  is 
impossible  to  avoid  a  feeling  of  sadness  as  we  contemplate  the  many  gaps 
that  have  occurred  in  the  ranks  of  those  of  our  Brethren  who  have  been 
called  to  the  performance  of  similar  duties.  Bro,  Stevenson  of  Idaho 
remarks  that  of  the  forty-eight  Brothers  who  annually  contribute  to  our 
literature,  but  twenty-three  of  those  who  greeted  his  entrance  eight  yeard 
ago  are  now  members  of  the  guild.  The  last  year  or  two  has  witnessed 
the  "  calling  home  "  of  an  unusually  large  number  of  eminent  Maso  ic 
authorities  with  whom  we  had  been  associated  in  correspondence,  either 
as  (irnnd  Secretaries  or  Grand  Lodge  Reviewers.  Amongst  those  whose 
uamew  thus  occur  to  us  are  those  of  the  leading  Masonic  jmist  and  his- 
torian, Past  (iraud  Master  Richard  Vaux,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondenc^e  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Pennnylvania ;  the 
brilliant  and  versatile  George  C.  Connor,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Tennessee  ;  P.  G.  M.  and  Grand  Secretary  John  Frizzell,  of  the  same 
jurisdiction  ;  the  veteran  William  B.  Isaacs,  for  over  tifty  years  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  (Jrand  Ijodge  of  Virginia  ;  the  learned  Henry  Vehslagfs 
for  years  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Jersey  ;  the  well-known  stateBinan,  author  and  Masrm,  S, 
F.  Chad  wick,  of  Oregon,  who  had  been  Guveruor  of  his  State,  and  wau 
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Past  Grand  Master,  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Corresijontlence  ;  and  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Chairmaii  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  sweet  poet 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

They  are  At  Rest  from  their  labors.  May  it  be  in  blessed  peace  ! 
Their  memories  will  ever  be  warmly  cherished,  and  the  Brethren  with 
whom  they  associated  in  life  have  our  sincere  sympathy  in  the  bereave- 
ment they  have  been  called  upon  to  sustain  by  their  death.  May  the 
knowledge  that  they  have  been  summoned  from  their  labors,  stimulate 
us  to  perform  our  allotted  task  while  it  is  yet  day,  knowing  that  the  night 
Cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work. 

Frkdkkick  Massey, 

M.   W.  Gicnid  M(f.stet',  Montreal. 

John  H.  Isaacson, 

li.  W.  Grand  Secretary^  Montreal . 
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t^hode  Island 

iODrn  ANNUAL — pkovidenck — 20th  may,  18*J6. 


M.  W.  Elisha  II.  Rhodex,  Grand  Master^ 

\  YeyllO  reported    "  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  tlironghout 
YV       *^*"''  jnrisdietion  and  distnrbing  (piestions  have  heen 
tew  and  easily  settled.  " 

lire  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  reported  on 
the  Mississippi  Rules,  viz: — 

•'  A  I  that  is  proposed,  therefore,  in  this  matter  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Miss'asippi,  is  that  a  compact  or  treaty  should  be  entered  into  between 
it  and  'ither  Grand  Lodges  sharing  its  views,  these  ( Jrand  Bodies  coming 
into  B'ich  an  alliance  being  bound  by  the  Rules,  as  aforesaid,  while  no 
ntten.jpt  is  to  be  made  to  bind  other  Grand  Lodges  to  the  terms  set  forth. 
Thi.<  proffered  treaty  bears  the  stamp  of  an  ecjnitable  and  fraternal  feel- 
in-/  ;  yet  there  is  a  (lueaticm  as  t  >  tlio  formation  of  the  proposed  alliance, 
(juite  apart  from  the  merits  of  the  li<<li.-  which  are  recommended.  The 
, 'solute  sovereignty  of  each  (Jrand  Lodge  is  a  fundamental  doctrine  of 
V'oorican  Freemasonry,  and  any  alliance  or  compact  which  might  pos- 
h  •  .;  restrict  the  action  of  a  Cirand  Lodge  in  legislating  upon  matters 
nttLtiting  its  own  atfairs,  should  be  regarded  with  disfavor.  Even  a  most 
desirable  uniformity  of  action  ought  not  to  be  obtained  by  any  weaken- 
ing of  this  principle  of  complete  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  with  its  own 
i  rritorial  jurisdiction.  Your  Committee  would  hesitate,  therefore,  be 
cause  of  this  suggested  objection,  to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Ixidge 
of  Rhode  Island  should  become  a  party  to  the  alliauce  proposed. 
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As  regards  the  Rules  enacted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi, 
and  now  brought  under  review,  much  difference  of  opinion  prevails  upon 
the  (^juestions  interwoven  therewith.  The  first  of  the  proposed  Rules 
pertains  to  jurisdiction  over  rejected  petitioiers  who  shall  have  taken  up 
their  residence  within  the  territory  of  another  Grand  Lodge.  How  long 
shall  a  rejection  within  the  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  be  regarded  as  a 
disqualification  in  another  jurisdiction  where  the  petitioner  has  taken  up 
bis  residence  ?  How  shall  the  disqualification  be  removed  ?  Under  a 
strict  construction  of  the  rule  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  a  rejection  of  a 
petitioner  operates  as  a  bar  against  any  other  Lodge,  at  any  time,  re- 
ceiving and  acting  upon  the  application  of  such  petitioner,  unless  the 
permission  of  the  rejecting  Lodge  be  first  obtained.  The  old  Masonic 
rule  was  rigid  in  this  respect.  The  equities  involved  seem  to  favor  a  less 
permanent  disqualification.  Many  Grand  Lodges  in  recent  years  have 
legislated  upon  this  subject,  and  have  fixed  a  limit  of  jurisdiction,  giving; 
an  absolute  release  over  rejected  applicants,  residing  in  other  Grand 
Lodge  territory,  after  a  term  of  one,  two,  three,  five  or  seven  years.  The 
first  named  period,  as  named  in  the  'Mississippi  plan,  seems  too  brief, 
inviting  as  it  might  the  removal  of  oai  J  »  from  one  jurisdiction  to 

another  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  tu  ,;Tees  ;  the  last  named  limit 
appears  rather  long.  Perhaps  three  or  ti..  years  would  be  an  ample 
time. 
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Your  Committee,  however,  find  themselves  unable  to  favor  the  Mis- 
sissippi Rule,  which  fixes  the  limit  as  stated,  because  of  other  reaa<ms 
besides  those  which  pertain  to  the  term  of  jurisdiction  or  disqualification. 
They  deem  it  improper  and  inexpedient  to  seek  information  as  proposed, 
from  a  rejecting  Lodge,  ^nfthegronntls  on  w/iic/t  the  pctitiori  uui.s  re- 
jected. '  How.  indeed,  shall  such  information  be  given,  if  thr>  invio- 
lability of  the  secret  ballot  is  maintained?  Unless  the  brother  who  casts 
an  adverse  ballot  chooses  to  avow  his  reasons,  which  strictly  speaking, 
he  has  no  right  to  do,  neither  the  Subordinate  Lodge  nor  the  Grand 
Lodge  having  original  jurisdiction  would  be  able  to  furnish  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  rejection  of  a  petitioner  was  made.  It  does  not  seem 
proper  to  ask  a  Lodge  to  do  this  in  order  that  some  other  Lodge  might 
'  pass  upon  the  sufficiency  thereof. ' 


As  regards  the  several  elements  included  in  the  second  Rule,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee  that  while  the  proposition  for  release  of  juris- 
diction over  Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts,  under  the  conditions  stated, 
has  much  to  commend  it,  there  would  be  a  constant  liability  to  confusion 
and  friction  in  applying  the  first  proviso,  contained  in  the  Mississippi 
plan,  viz.  :  'that  should  the  Lodge  which  has  acquired  jurisdiction  by 
the  proposed  new  rule  reject  the  petitioner  for  advancement,  then  the 
Lodge  from  whose  record  the  name  has  been  erased  is  to  resume  juris- 
diction. '  The  second  proviso  is  but  tlie  statement  of  a  generally  pre- 
valent Masonic  law,  though  it  is  not  universal,  and  to  it  no  objection  is 
likely  to  be  made. 


The  first  named  proviso,  however,  does  not  meet  the  approval  of 
your  Committee  ;  and  because  of  its  re«iuirement,  and  also  for  the  inde- 
flniteness  of  statement  as  to  what  constitutes  a  Lod?e  certificate  of 
•willingness,'  there  would  appear  to  be  good  grounds  for  withholding 
assent  from  the  Rule  as  a  whole. 
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Recognizing  the  fraternal  feeling  which  prompted  our  sister  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mississippi  to  take  the  action  herewith  reviewed,  and  to  pro- 
pose the  enactment  of  the  Rules  which  are  made  a  part  of  this  report, 
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your  Committee  would  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  on  said 
'  Kules, '  and  that  the  circular  referred  to  be  placed  on  tile.  " 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  W.  RUGO, 
JOSEPH  W.  FREEMAN, 

Committee  on  Foreiqn  Correspondence. 

Providence,  May  20th,  1895. 

Whereupon  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  received,  recorded  and  placed  on  tile, 
and  that  the  recommendation  contained  therein  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  approved. 

Returns    show  4768  nienil»ers.     No  report  on  Corres- 
pondence. 

Edward  P.  Lowden, 

M.   W.  Grand  Master. 

ICdwin  Baker, 

R.   W.  Graml  Secretary.,  Providence. 

South  Australia 


(?J 


The  Earl  of  Kintore.,  Grand  Master., 

AVING  been  elected  and  [)roclainied  at  the  previous 
(Quarterly,  was  saluted  accord! ucr  to  ancient  form  at 
the  (Quarterly  Conininnication  of  July,  1894. 

The  installation  of  tlie  Afasters-elect  of  six  of  the  Sub- 
ordinates, and  investiture  of  the  Wardens,  was  made  the  oc- 
casion of  a  successful  function,  with  ceremonial  display  and 
musical  embellishment. 

Two  stated  C/ominunications  a  year  bein<r  deemed  sufH- 
cient  for  the  requiremetits  of  the  (Jraft,  the  Constitution  was 
amended  in  this  relation. 

A  Special  was  calkMl  to  presc^nt  to  the  Crand  Master  the 
adieus  and  express  the  loyal  sentiments  of  the  Craft  on  thy 
withdrawal  of  the  IJrother  from  the  Colony. 
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From  the  address  presented   to   the   f^eparting  Brother, 

these  exeerpta. 

"  During  the  last  few  days  there  have  been,  and  during  the  next  few 
days  there  will  be,  a  series  of  farewell  demonstrations  manifesting  Ihe 
admiration  and  esteem  which  have  been  inspired  by  the  residence  of  onr 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  M.-ster  amongst  us.  One  of  the  most  interest- 
ing of  these  demonstrations  is  this  Masonic  fnrewell,  because  of  the 
closer  relationship  which  exists  between  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  and  his  brethren,  than  between  himself  and  the  other  colonists 
of  South  Australia.  We  are  united  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  not  merely  by  a  common  nationality,  not  merely  by  a  common 
citizenship,  not  only  by  the  loyalty  which  we  owe  to  Her  Majesty's  re- 
presentative, not  merely  by  social,  friendly  and  official  relationships, 
but  by  a  more  sacred  tie — by  a  bond  of  common  brotherhood  and  by  the 
fealty  which  we  owe  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Craft  in  this  country. 

The  prestige  which  you  brought  to  the  Grand  Master's  office  as  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Colony  was  accentuated  by  the  historical  associations  of 
your  name  with  our  Order.  During  the  last  five  years  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Constitution  has  enjoyed  the  unique  distinction  of  having  as  its 
head  a  collateral  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  Grand  Masters  of  the 
English  and  Scottish  Constitutions.  But,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter, you  brought  something  more  than  an  illustrious  name  ;  you  brought 
to  us  a  superb  record  of  service  to  the  Craft  in  the  mother  country  as 
Substitute  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  >cotland,  and  as  Past 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Mark  Ijodge  of  England  and  the  colonies. 
And  you  came  to  us  also  with  qualifications  shadowed  out  in  the  Ancient 
Charges  of  being  nobly  born,  a  gentleman  of  the  best  quality,  and  of 
singularly  great  merit  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  Lodges. 

Until  April  next.  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  you  will  continue 
to  hold  your  present  office,  and  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, as  Grand  Master  of  South  Australia  you  will  be  able  on  the  high- 
est possible  authority  to  assure  our  brethren  on  tne  other  side  of  the 
vorld  of  our  loyalty  to  Masonic  principles,  and  of  our  fraternal  regard 
.  >'  ihe  Scottish  Constitution.  Masonic  union  and  Masonic  indepen- 
dence in  these  colonies,  so  far  from  separating  us  from  our  brethren  iu 
the  venerable  Constitutions  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  have 
rather  drawn  us  closer  together  and  made  union  more  apparent." 

From  the  rtv^ponse,  these  : 

"  When  I  first  came  amongst  you  I  received  a  welcome  which  could 
nowhere  have  been  surpassed,  neither  by  my  own  Scottish  brethren  nor 
by  the  brethren  of  the  Mark  in  England,  and  that  is  a  circumstance 
which  you  may  trust  me  not  to  forget.  Six  months  after  my  arrival  in 
the  colony  I  was  honored  by  being  elected  by  your  unaninious  suffrages 
to  the  office  of  Grand  Master-  an  expression  of  your  confidence  which 
has  been  repeated  each  year  since  then.  Brethren.  I  lave  valued  this 
compliment  all  the  more  -first,  as  identifying  myself  and  my  title  more 
closely  than  ever  with  Mnsonry  on  both  sides  of  the  world  ;  and  second- 
ly, as  an  expression  of  the  loyalty  of  South  .Australia  Maso  s,  for  it 
is  to  Her  Majesty's  representative  that  this  great  personal  tribute  has 
been  paid.  M.  W.  G.  Sir,  before  my  arrival  in  Australia  the  movement 
in  favor  of  Masonic  union  had,  first  in  this  colony  and  afterwards  in 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  been  crowned  with  victory.  It  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  witness  the  good  effects  of  that  principle  both 
in  iiniting  us  more  completely  within  our  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
also  in  drawing  more  closely  the  ties  of  brotherhood  which  unite  us  with 
our  brethren  outside  our  own  territories.    *    *    * 
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"  My  Grand  Mastership  has  been  marked  by  a  conservative  and 
statesmanlike  amendment  and  consolidation  of  the  Constitutions,  and  by 
a  careful,  a  reverent  and  scholarly  revision  of  the  Ritual.  Without  in- 
troducing innovations  into  Masonry,  the  revised  Ritual,  based  chiefly 
upcm  the  English  Ritual,  incorporates  some  of  the  more  valuable  and  im- 
pressive features  of  the  Rituals  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland.  I  feel  that 
we  are  under  substanti;il  obligations  to  those  brethren  who  were  primarily 
charged  with  this  revision,  and  1  am  glad  to  pay  my  tribute  to  their  fra- 
ternal zeal.  Another  most  satisfactory  feature  of  my  tenure  of  office  has 
been  the  c  )mplete  freeing  from  debt  of  the  handsome  and  commoJious 
premises  of  which  this  hall  forms  part.  *  *  *  These  premises  are 
now  the  unencumbered  property  of  the  South  Australian  Constitution, 
and  its  revenue  is  to-day  devoted,  not  to  the  payment  of  the  inteest  or 
of  rent,  but  to  benevolence  and  relief." 

From  the  record — 

"The  brethren  saluted  the  Grand  Master,  who  then  left  the  hall 
escorted  by  Grand  Officers.  During  his  exit  His  Excellency  ♦urned 
round,  and  addressing  the  brethren,  said:  'I  cannot  leave  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  last  time  without  asking  you  to  believe  that  from  the  bottom  of 
my  he  irt  I  wish  this  Grand  Lodge  and  every  member  of  it  everythii  g 
that  is  good.' " 

•'  We  live  in  deedn,  not  years;  in  thoughts,  not  breaths; 
In  feelings,  not  in  figares  on  a  dial. 
We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs.     He  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most— feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best." 

All  article  appearing  in  a  newspaper  called  ''  Masonry," 
reflecting  upon  the  management  of  the  funds,  and  re])lete 
with  inaccuracies,  it  Avas  thought  proper  to  print  the  para- 
graphs and  the  refutation  side  by  side,  vindicating  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  putting  the  author  of  the  lihel  to  shame. 

At  the  Semi-annual  iiehl  April,  1895,  Hrother  Sanson, 
Deputy  (irand  Master,  nominated  the  l*ro  Grand  Master,  l^ro. 
S.  J.  Way,  Lieutenant-Governor,  for  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  stating  that  it  was  exactly  t^leven  years  that  night 
since  his  installation  as  the  first  Grand  Master,  a  position 
occupied  hy  him  many  years.  On  being  invested  with  the 
insitrnia  of  the  office  the  hrotlier  was  welcomed  hack  to  the 
chair  which  he  had  previously  filled  "with  conspicuous  ahil- 
ity."  Proclamah'on  was  then  made,  and  the  (irand  Master 
was  "saluted  according  to  ancient  custom." 

M.  W.  S.  J.  AVay, 

Grand  Mantet'. 

It.  W.  J.  H.  (yUNNINdllAM, 

Grand  Secretary 
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South  Carolina 

liyril   A-NNUAL CHARLKSTOX lOl'ir   DEOKMUEK,    1895, 
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M.  W.  Claude  E.  Smnijci\  Grand  Ma8tei\ 

ITR  Representative  not  present.  The  Grand  Master 
said  :  "  Masonry  is  improvint^r  in  Sontli  Carolina.  It 
is  not  growing  very  rapidly  in  nninbers,  but  taken  as  a 
whole  the  character  and  tone  is  tending  npward."  The  Dis- 
trict Deputy  system  appears  to  have  proven  another  failure  in 
this  State.  Grand  Master  Samper  gives  the  Craft  some  very 
plain  talk  and  wholesome  advice,  which  is  worthy  the  pe- 
rusal of  every  Lodge  and  Mason. 

*'  Brethren,  I  ask  you  to  examine  the  reports  during  all  tbese  years 
and  you  will  ftnd  that  we  were  busy  all  that  time  manufacturinf?  Masons. 
Where  are  they  ?  I  believe  the  number  of  unaffiliated  in  S«mth  Carol- 
ina is  as  great  as  the  atHliates.  There  must  be  some  r  ^ason  for  this,  and 
I  believe  I  can  jjoint  out  to  you  some  of  the  many  ret  oons. 

Dr.  Mackey  says  — Ahiman  Rezon,  page  153  : 

*Too  little  attention  is,  in  general,  paid  to  the  qualification  of  Mas- 
teis  of  Lodges.  It  is  not  alone  sufficient  that  they  are  honest,  good 
men  ;  but  they  must  be  well  acquainted  witli  Masonry  as  a  science,  with 
the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  Craft  and  able  to  teach  them.  They 
muHt  be  men  of  education  ait  i  general  information,  and  such  as  are  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  Anihiiion,^  seekers  of  honors  awl  intriguers 
for  office  must  be  discouraged.  Everything  like  party  must  be  dis- 
countenanced.'   (Italics  mine.) 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our  ancient  and  horourable  institution* 
founded  upon  friendship,  morality  and  brotherly  love,  whose  purpose  is 
to  encourage  the  search  for  truth  through  the  medium  of  the  tirst  and 
deepest  of  all  sciences,  that  it  should  have  for  ita  principal  officers,  men 
who  have  pushed  themselves  forward  till  they  liave  reached  the  highest 
places  in  their  Lodges,  and  yet,  do  not  understand  the  simplest  rudi- 
ments of  the  science  which  they  undertake  to  teach. 

What  can  be  more  discouraging  to  a  man  of  education  and  refined 
feeling  and  cultivated  tastes,  than  to  have  our  beautiful  and  impressive 
ceremonies  bungled  through  in  the  most  slipr^hod  manner,  without  any 
semblance  of  the  true  symbolism.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  such  men  drop 
out  and  join  that  ever-increasing  army  of  non-affiliates  ? 

Many  of  our  laws  are  plain,  but  none  but  those  who  have  been 
through  the  Orand  East,  and  the  Grand  Secoetary,  can  form  any  idea 
of  the  ignorance  of  Masonic  law  that  prevails  in  Houth  Carolina. 

Brethren,  do  not  ask  me  wliat  is  to  be  done,  if  a  Lodge  should  rciich 
that  condition  where  no  member  has  sulHcit^nt  learning  to  fill  the  im- 
portant offices  of  Master  and  Secretary.  The  answer  is  too  plain.  Let 
them  take  demits,  surrender  the  charter,  and  affiliiite  with  Lodges  that 
have  men  of  sufficit  nt  intelligence  to  properly  perforin  the  duties  of 
these  two  important  offices. 
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Most  of  our  brethreu  have  learned  that  more  importance  is  placed 
on  fingers  and  toes  than  heart  ami  brains  ;  they  are  learning  that  a 
whole-hearted  man,  with  the  first  joint  (»f  his  little  toe  of  the  left  foot 
wanting,  cannot  be  made  a  IMason,  wiiile  a  half-hearted  man  with  five 
toes  can  be  welcomed  into  our  ranks,  even  though  he  have  an  unpolished 
brain  also . 

One  other  reason,  my  observation  teaches  me,  is  the  material  often 
taken  in.  We  are  strict,  very  strict,  as  to  the  physical  qualifications, 
and  sometimes  look  after  the  moral  qualifications,  but,  my  brethren,  let 
me  again  quote  that  greatest  Masonic  jurist  of  the  present  century, 
Brother  Mackey,  in  speaking  of  the  qualifications  of  cnndidates  on  page 
135,  Abiman  Rezui.  : 

*  He.  must  likewise  have  an  estate,  oj^ce,  trade,  occupation,  or  some 
visible  way  of  acquiring  an  honest  livelihood  and  working  in  his  craft,  as 
becomes  the  tnembers  of  this  ancient  and  honotirahle  Frato'uiti/.  Free- 
masons must  not  only  earn  what  is  sufficient  for  themselves  andjamilies, 
bid  likewise  something  to  spare  for  works  of  charity,  and  for  sujjporting 
the  ancient  grandeur  and  dignity  of  the  mystic  Craft.'    (italics  his.) 

How  often  do  we  look  into  those  prerequisites  ? 

Let  us  in  the  future  look  as  well  into  these  qualifications  as  fingers 
and  toes,  and  we  will  not  have  so  many  'Dropped  for  N.  P.  D.' 

I  also  find  a  tendency  in  many  lodges  to  rush  as  many  through  the 
East  as  possible.  This  is  wrong  again.  I  know  of  many  Lodges  that 
were  built  up  and  kept  flourishing  by  the  efforts  of  one  intelligent,  ener- 
getic, true  Mason,  possessed  of  that  rare  qualification  of  a  presiding 
officer— executive  ability  coupled  with  a  judicial  mind.  When  a  Lodge 
is  flourishing  under  a  Master  be  should  not  be  removed  till  a  man  is 
found  who  is,  at  least,  a?  good  an  officer  as  himself.  The  office  of  Wor- 
shipful Master  was  never  inteoded  to  confer  honors  upon  men,  but  to  . 
benefit  the  Craft.  He  who  benefits  the  Craft  is  honored  by  the  title  of 
P.  M.,  but  he  who  has  passed  thr'jugh  the  chair  and  left  the  Lodge  in  a 
worse  condition  than  he  found  it,  is  dishonored  by  having  made  himself 
ridiculous  from  incapacity,  or  undeserving  for  lack  of  qualifying  himself 
when  competent. 

Some  years  ago  a  brother  came  to  me  and  told  me  his  Lodge  bad 
adopted  a  by-law  providing  that  no  W.  M.  should  be  re-eligible  for  office 
a  second  time.  It  told  him  they  ought  to  have  said  the  W.  M.  shall  be 
re-elected  from  year  to  year  till  a  better  man  can  be  found.  When  a 
man  has  been  initiated,  hold  him  back  until  he  has  mnstered  that  degree. 
Let  him  be  proficient  in  reality,  not  merely  by  the  response  of  some 
brother.  Hold  him  in  each  degree,  it  matters  not  bow  long  it  may 
require,  till  he  becomes  proficient,  before  allowing  him  to  advance,  and 
when  raised  urge  upon  him  the  necessity  of  studying  the  Abiman  Rezon, 
Maokey's  Jurisprudence,  the  Digest  and  the  Proceedings  of  each  an-  ual 
Communication,  and  especially  the  Keporfc  of  the  Grand  Secretary  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.  Teach  the  brother  that  Masonry  is  something 
more  than  signs  and  pass-words;  encouriige  him  to  delve  down  into  the 
science  of  morality,  and  he  will  there  find  so  many  beautiful,  sparkling 
gems  that  he  will  bleaa  the  day  he  became  a  Mason,  and  will  make  a 
shining  light  in  his  Lodge. 

Oftentimes  the  brethren  are  too  eager  to  get  through  and  get  homo 
if  there  are  no  degrees  to  be  conferred.  Thi;.  should  not  be.  Let  some 
brother  deliver  an  address,  and  if  no  brother  feels  lil-e  extempore  speak- 
ing, let  him  read  it.  Read  something.  Turn  back  and  read  somebody's 
address  delivered  years  ago.     Many  of  them  will  always  be  new. 
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I  notice  year  after  year,  Lodges  submit  amendments  to  their  by- 
laws reducing  their  dues.  TJiis  is  another  source  of  evil.  Many  seem 
to  count  nothing  but  a  few  dollars.  They  want  to  get  Masonry  too 
cheap.  The  tyler  and  secretary  must  be  paid,  and  when  this  is  done, 
Grand  Lodge  dues,  lights  and  incidentals  paid,  uothiug  is  lelt. 

In  my  opinion  the  Grand  Lodge  erred  when  it  amended  the  Consti- 
tution so  as  to  allow  each  individual  Lodge  to  fix  its  minimum  dues. 
They  are  like  children  and  do  not  know  what  is  best  for  them. 

Brethren  what  have  you  for  charity?  What  have  you  to  give  to 
your  deceased  brothers'  widows  and  orphans  ?    Do  you  visit  them  ? 

Do  you  even  visit  your  living  brethren  in  their  distress  ?  Now  let 
us  come  nearer  together,  let  us  practice  Masonry  outside  of  the  Lodge  as 
well  as  inside  of  it,  especially  remembering  the  '  widow  and  orphan  in 
their  distress,'  which,  after  all,  is  the  true  religion,  and  is  a  part  of  true 
Masonry. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  complaints  of  disputes  arising  from 
horse  trading  and  other  business  transactions.  Masons  should  be  honest 
and  true,  remembering  never  to  wrong  a  brother  out  of  the  value  of  any- 
thing, but  what  is  horse  swapping  ?  Who  wants  to  swap  horses  unless 
he  is  displeased  with  the  one  he  has  ?  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  evil  on 
both  sides  of  most  of  these  horse  swapping  cases,  and  if  brethren  will 
resort  to  such  practices  they  should  keep  their  horse  swapping  diffi- 
culties out  of  the  Lodge.  One  whr  will  take  advantage  of  his  brother 
in  a  horse  swapping  trade  violates  his  obligation,  and  is  unworthy  to  be 
called  a  brother. 

PHYSICAL  QUALIFICATIONS. 

I  have  had  numerous  applications  for  dispensations  and  to  construe 
Article  III  as  to  physical  qualifications.  It  is  my  duty  to  enforce 
the  law  as  I  find  it,  and  our  Grand  Lodge  has  gone  so  far  on  this  ques- 
tion of  physical  qualification  that  I  think  it  is  time  we  should  amend  our 
Constitution.  I  have  had  to  rule  out  men  with  one  eye,  the  loss  of  the 
first  joint  of  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand,  a  little  toe  of  the  left  foot, 
the  first  joint  of  two  or  three  toes  of  the  left  foot.  Brethren, '  we  learn 
to  subdue  the  passions,  act  upon  the  square,  keep  a  tongue  of  good 
report,  maintain  secrecy,  and  practice  charity.'  Can  we  not  do  all  these 
things  with  one  eye  ?  What  has  fingers  and  toes  of  the  left  hand  and 
feet  to  do  with  'subduing  our  passions,  acting  upon  the  square,  keeping 
a  tongue  of  good  report,  and  practicing  charity.' 

Article  III  says,  the  candidate  '  must  oe  upright  in  body,  not  de- 
formed or  dismembered  at  the  time  of  making,  but  of  hale  and  entire 
limbs,  organs  and  members,  as  a  man  ought  to  be.'  Up  to  the  time  I 
assumed  the  obligation  of  Grand  Master,  I  felt  a  kind  of  pride  in  our 
rigid  rule,  but  after  the  experience  of  one  year,  and  having  receive'd  the 
many  inquiries  as  to  the  chances  of  men  who  were  slightly  maimed,  who 
in  every  case  were  men  of  good  moral  standing,  above  the  average  in 
intelligence,  and  endowded  with  a  competency,  I  have  changed  my 
mind.  We  are  wrong.  Wo  have  carried  the  construction  of  this  Land- 
mark too  far. 

What  are  *  members '  and  '  organs  ?'  If  we  carry  this  to  its  logical 
conclusion  men  with  cross-eyes,  near-sighted  men,  Ixjwlegged  men,  men 
with  decayed  teeth,  with  dyspepsia — why,  brethren,  even  corns  on  their 
toes— would  all  be  disqualified.  The  simple  test  is,  "ought  a  man  to  be 
so  ? '    If  not,  then  we  must  reject  him. 
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Ou(?ht  he  to  have  corns  ?  Ought  he  to  have  cross-eyes  ?  Ou(;ht  he 
to  be  near-sighted  ?  Ought  his  shoulders  to  stoop  ?  Is  one  leg  longer 
than  the  other  ?  Thvse  are  members  and  organs.  The  eye  is  the  organ 
of  sight  and  should  not  be  crossed.  No  man  should  have  myopia.  The 
stomach  is  an  organ.     Who  has  a  perfect  one  ? 

Brethren,  let  us  amend  this  article  and  let  good,  moral  men,  who 
can  conform  to  all  our  ceremonies,  and  are  otherwise  qualified,  c  me  in. 
In  1891  one  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  elected  as  their  Grand  Master  a 
man  who  was  born  with  both  feet  badly  deformed.  1  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  him  in  1889  and  a  better  Mason  I  have  never  seen.  Had  he 
lived  in  South  Carolina  he  could  never  liave  been  a  Mason.  Do  not  tell 
roe  that  we  are  not  progressive  in  anything.  We  progressed  from  an 
operative  to  a  speculative  science. 

How  did  the  Holy  St,  John  get  into  our  ceremonies  if  we  are  not 
progressive  ?  We  are  taught  that  our  ancient  brethren  dedicated  their 
Lodges  to  King  Solomon,  but  we  dedicate  ours  to  the  Holy  St.  John. 
Formerly  there  were  no  Lodgeb,  only  Grand  Lodges. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  Master  Mason  Lodges 
held  in  the  city  of  Charleston  within  the  present  century.  Masonry 
teaches  us  to  seek  for  truth,  let  that  search  lead  us  whither  it  may,  and 
when  found,  we  must  accept  and  embrace  it,  though  to  do  so  overturns 
all  our  pre-conceived  ideas.  The  Holy  Church  persecuted  Gallileo  and 
executed  Bernodino  for  teachmg  that  the  earth  was  round  and  moved. 
Here,  in  free  America,  the  boasted  land  of  liberty,  and  the  refuge  of  the 
oppressed  of  all  nations,  poor,  helpless  innocent  women  were  burned  as 
witches.  Who  w<?uld  dare  do  such  things  now  ?  Who  would  dare 
preach  such  doctrines  to-day  ? 

Light,  a  glorious  light,  has  dawned  upon  us  since  those  dark  days  of 
horror  and  chased  away  the  gloom  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and 
Masonry,  the  champion  of  truth,  is  always  in  the  van  marching  on, 
embracing  one  truth  after  another  as  she  discovers  it,  to  glorify  God; 
but,  my  brethren,  we  are  being  left  behind.  It  is  but  the  simple  con- 
struing of  an  ancient  landmark,  and  we  have  placed  a  ridiculous  con- 
struction upon  it. 

This  jurisdiction  adheres   to  "  Perpetual  Jurisdiction." 

Mark  the  following  by  the  Grand  Master. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  nind  of  the  correctness  of  our  position 


as  to 


PERPETUAL   AIjLEGIANOE. 


When  a  profane  applies  and  is  blackballed  he  then  be«"  r  (^.j  the 
rasiterial  of  that  Lodge.  That  Lodge  know«»  why  the  man  was  rejected, 
and  it  is  wrong  for  another  Lodge  to  thrust  upon  the  Craft  material  be- 
lieved by  one  Lodge  to  be  unSt  for  the  Temple. 

It  is  a  source  of  constant  discord  and  annoyance. 

A  man  was  rejected  in  Georgia,'  moved  to  South  Carolina  and  desired 
to  apply  to  a  Lodge  here  ;  according  to  our  construction  of  the  law  he 
could  not.  I  advised  the  Lodge  to  communicate  with  the  Georgia  Lodge 
and  urge  them  to  receive  his  application.  They  refused,  but  in  a  very 
warm,  fraternal  resolution,  waived  all  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  this 
material,  and  I  advised  the  Lodge  to  receive  his  application.  I  could 
see  no  other  way  out  of  the  dilemma  ;  we  have  our  views,  but  we  cannot 
force  them  upon  Georgia.  I  trust  that  some  amicable  arrangements  can 
be  made  that  will  be  acceptable  alike  to  all  Grand  JurisdiotionB. " 
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Decisionr^  reported  and  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge  deal 
mainly  vviili  local  law  and  are  all  very  sound  in  their  con- 
struction an  1  practice. 


Grand  Master  Sawyer  concludes  his  very  able  address 
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"  Masonry  is  founded  on  that  whioh  is  eternal,  perfect  and  unchange- 
able, friendship,  morality,  love  and  TttuTH,  and  we  are  fortunate  to  be 
members  of  the  ancient  and  honorable  society  tL^t  has  withstood  the 
shucks  of  centuries,  the  crash  of  kingdoms  and  empires,  the  ravages  of 
wars,  pestilence  and  all  the  enemies  to  mankind  and  liberty." 

**  Crowns  have  i^own  playthings  since  tir>*t  we  united, 

"  Glory's  frail  fabric  has  fallen  to  nangh^ , 
'■  Nations  have  risen  like  larzps  ne^ly  lighte(i 
"  And  then  in  oppression's  dark  mantle  been  cangbt, 

'■  While  like  a  sunny  rill, 

"  Silent,  thoni^h  (gaining  still, 
"  Deeper  and  wider  our  influence  is  sprcwd, 

"  Drylnp  the  orphiins'  tears, 

"  Soothing  the  widows'  i'ears, 
"  Strength  to  the  weak,  to  the  hungry,  bread.  " 

CLAUDE  E.  SAWYER, 

Grand  Master. 

Returns  show,  181  Chartered  Lodges.  Five  Under 
Dispensation.     Total  Master  Masons  5902. 

Brother  Cluis.  Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary,  prepared  the 
Report  on  Coricspondence  which  received  high  compliments 
from  both  Grand  Mister  and  Grand  Lodge. 

British  Columbia  for  1894  is  included  and  has  very 
favorable  fraternal  notice. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  pleasure  it 
affordfc  me  to  represent  this  venerable  Grand  Lodge  and 
desire  to  conv^ey  my  highest  fraternal  respect  and  best  wishes 
for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  South  Carolina  Masonry. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Claude  E.  Sawyer, 

Grand  Master,  Aiken. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Charles  Inglesby, 

Grand  Secretary,  Charlcaton. 

120th  iNnnual,  Charleston,  8th  December,  1896. 
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South   Dakota 

21sT   ANNUAL PIKKRK IItH  JUNE,   189(). 

Wm.  C.  Allen,,  M.  IF.  Grand  Master,, 

\  Xv  ^^^^     reports    that     with    few    exceptions    the    Lodge 
YY      ^''^  i'^  ^  prosperous  condition,  and   is   pleased  to  b( 
able  to  report  a  flattering  increase   in   membership. 
"  We  are  at  peace  with  all  our  sister  jurisdictions  and  har- 
mony prevails  i)etween  all  Grand  Lodges  upon  this  continent.  " 

Decisions  reported  art?  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  the 
jurisdiction,  involving  no  new  points. 

Grand  Master  Allen  has  expressed  my  views  exactly  in 

the  followintj : 

"In  the  jurisdiction  of  every  Lodge  a  number  of  non-affiliated  Masons 
are  to  be  found.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  m&iiv  of  these  brethren  are 
prevented  from  seeking  affiliation  by  reason  of  the  fees  required  by  many, 
if  not  all  Lodges,  of  those  asking  admission.  Tliese  brethren  rightfully 
feel  that  they  should  not  be  forced  to  jjay  for  the  privilege  of  be-* 
coming  contributing  members.  Believing  that  our  membership  will  be 
larj.'Hly  increased  thereby,  I  recommend  that  a  By-Law  be  prepared  per- 
mitting affiliation  without  fee." 

Foreign  (, Correspondence  from  the  al)le  pen  of  Bro.  Wm. 
Blatt  is  given  us  in  an  attractive  form,  being  bright  and 
newsy.      British  (Columbia  for  1894:  is  included. 

Frkderic  II.  Files, 

M.  ir.  Grand  Master,,  Sioux  Falls. 

Geo.   a.    PETTKiREW, 

R.  IF.  Grand  Secretary^  Flandreau. 
22nd  Annual,  Huron,  9th  June,  1896. 
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Tennessee 

82Nr)  ANNUAL-     NASUVILLE 29  .lANUARY,   1896. 
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M.  W.  George  II.  Morgan.,  Grand  Master^ 

TS  opening  remarks  were  : 

"  With  a  profound  sense  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  his 
protecting  care  and  many  blessings  vouchsafed  to  us  during  our 
Masonic  year  now  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  I  extend  to  you  a 
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cordial  fraternal  greeting  to  this,  the  Eighty -second  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Tjiodge  of  Tennessee.  Organized  a  few  months 
more  than  eighty-one  years  ago,  by  eight  Lodges,  chartered  under  the 
mother  Grand  Lodge  f  North  Carolina,  said  Lodges  representing  an 
individual  membership  of  less  than  two  hundred,  this  august  body  has 
grown  and  expanded  until  now  it  numbers  430  Lodges  within  its  Juris- 
diction, with  a  membership  approximating,  if  not  a  little  in  excess  of, 
twenty  thousand.  During  this  period  of  Grand  Lodge  life,  from  the 
boundaries  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  on  the  north  ;  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia  on  the  south  :  from  the  Blue  Mountains  and  lovely 
valleys  on  the  east  to  the  Great  Father  of  Waters  on  the  west,  Masonry 
has  SiTiead  its  benign  influence  among  the  people  until  to-day  there  is  a 
Masonic  Lodge  in  every  county  of  Tennessee  save  one.  During  this 
period  there  have  been  in  this  Jurisdiction  fifty-five  Grand  Masters.  Of 
this  number,  t'nirty-six  have  crossed  ever  the  river  to  the  Great  Beyond, 
while  nineteen  remain  on  the  nearer  shore,  not  yet  Laving  finished  the 
work  allotted  them  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe." 

Among  the  twenty  official  rulings  I  find  of  interest  Nos. 

I.  "  It  is  not  improper  for  a  Masonic  Lodge  to  participate  in  the  fun- 
eral procession  of  u  Brother  entitled  to  Masonic  burial,  with  Knights  of 
Pythias  or  other  civic  societies  or  military  body  to  which  he  may  have 
belonged,  the  Masonic  ceremonies  to  be  separate  from  that  of  other 
bodies,  and  such  as  prescribed  in  the  Text  Book.  I  take  this  view  from 
what  I  conceive  to  be  a  proper  construction  of  all  of  the  law  on  the  sub- 

•  ject. 

10.  The  rejection  of  a  candidate  for  Masonry  does  not  give  the 
Lodge  rejecting  him  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  such  candidate. 

II.  It  18  in  the  discretion  of  the  W(>rshipful  Master  and  Brethren 
whether  or  not  visitors  shall  l)e  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Lodge  when 
charges  are  to  be  read  against  a  Brother.  Visiting  is  a  matter  of  grace 
and  not  of  right,  at  any  time." 

Under  the  Grand  ^Master's  advice  to  Lodges  I  deem  tlie 
foHowing  wortiiy  of  repri?)t  for  its  nohUi  sentiments  and 
object  lesson  : 

*'0n'>  Worshipful  Master  wrote  to  this  effect:  'We  have  in  our 
Lodge  an  old  Brother  who  was  always  a  very  zealous  Mason,  but  he  has 
become  totally  deaf.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  Lodge  meet- 
ings until  he  lost  his  hearing,  since  whiih  he  docs  not  come  so  often. 
Has  become  so  poor  that  he  is  unable  to  pav  his  dues.  He  wants  to  be 
in  good  standing  when  he  dies,  so  he  o»m  have  a  Masonic  burial.  What 
shall  we  do  wi'^h  him  ?  "  I  do  not  desire  to  report  all  that  I  said  in  re- 
ply. I  wrote,  howeve.',  lu  substance,  the  following,  after  looking  to  see 
the  number  of  membeiT  in  said  Lodge:  'It  will  cost  your  members 
about  one  and  a  quarter  otmts  a  year  each  to  pay  the  good  old  Brother's 
dues.  Carry  him  on  till  he  reaches  the  brink  of  the  river  and  God  will 
carry  him  safely  over,  and  you  will  all  feel  better  by  even  having  given 
the  good  old  Brother  a  cent  and  a  quarter  apiece  for  a  short  time.  lUiry 
Ills  remains  with  Masonic  honors  when  he  dies,  and  in  the  aweet  by-aud- 
i)ye,  when  his  henriiifc  is  restored  to  him  in  the  Celestial  Lodge  above, 
where  ho  can  hear  the  voices  of  the  angelic  hosts,  may  he  never  hear 
that  you  asked  the  (jrand  Master  the  question  :  What  shall  we  do  with 
him  ?  Go  learn  again  the  early  taught  lessons  in  Ma8our>,  of  brotherly 
love  and  relief.'    Akin   to  this,  was  a  quebtiou  from  another  Lodge, 
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'  What  shall  we  do  with  a  Brother  who  was  in  good  standing;  and  became 
deranged  and  is  now  in  the  insane  asylam,  and  left  uo  one  to  paj  his 
dues  ?'  I  answered  :  '  In  the  name  of  cha'ity,  remit  his  lodge  dues, 
and  carry  him  on  the  Grand  Lodge  roll,  and  you  will  never  die  poorer 
for  haviog  done  so.'  I  try  to  think  that  it  was  thoughtlessness  in  the 
Brethren  of  these  Lodges  to  raise  the  question  as  to  this  poor  old  Broth- 
er's dues,  as  well  as  that  of  the  insane  Brother,  and  in  charity  withhold 
the  names  of  the  lodges  asking  the  question,  trusting  that  no  such  little- 
hetiited  stinginess  will  ever  enter  another  Masonic  Lodge,  nor  either  of 
these  again.  Let  us  not  forget  always  to  meet  our  Brethren,  whether 
rich  or  poor,  upon  the  level. 

'  To  meet  upon  the  level 

Ib  an  easy  thing  to  say, 
But  ^t\en  it  comeB  to  practice, 

Do  we  do  it  every  day  ? 
Do  we  meet  him  on  the  level, 

If  the  Brother  chance  to  be 
Just  a  little  out  at  elbow 

Or  baggy  at  the  knee  ? 

When  we  meet  him  in  the  workshop. 

Do  we  greet  him  with  the  grip 
That  we  do  i  he  noted  afatesman 

On  a  European  trip  ? 
Do  we  meet  him  on  the  level 

And  give  him  just  the  chance 
That  we  do  the  dashin^^  fellow 

With  the  zreases  in  his  panta  ? 

If  fortune  does  not  smile  on  him 

In  snnBhine  and  repose, 
Do  we  meet  him  on  the  level 

In  his  second-handed  clothcB  ? 
Do  we  invito  him  to  our  church, 

And  seat  him  in  our  pow, 
And  warm  our  hearts  by  clasping  hands 

As  Brothers  ought  to  do  ? 

Yes.  we  meet  him  on  the  level, 

On  the  broad  Masonic  plan, 
Whenever  we  know  him  to  be 

A  mason  and  a  man. 
We'll  mt'ot  him  on  the  level. 

And  part  upon  the  square, 
And  then  perhaps  he'll  voucli  for  us 

When  wo  meet  him  over  there.' 

Tlie  Grand  Tyler,  Clias.  L.  Fuller,  departed  tins  life  at 
his  liotne  in  Nashville,  on  March  28,  18U5. 

"  Faithful  in  every  station  of  life,  we  sadly  miss  m.  Though  mod- 
est and  unassuming  iu  disposition,  he  was  well  '  jwn  to  those  who 
usually  attend  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  none  knew  li  m  but  to  esteem  him. 

While  we  mourn  for  the  dead,  we  should  remember  that: 

*'  There  is  no  flock,  however  watched  and  tended, 

But  one  dead  lamb  is  there! 
Thore  in  no  tireBide,  hownoeer  defended. 

But  lias  one  vacant  chair! 

Let  us  bo  patient!    These  severe  afflictions 

Not  from  the  ground  arlHe. 
But  oftentiniOB  celestial  Iwne'Jiotions 

AsHume  this  dark  disguise. 

We  see  but  dimly  tln-ough  the  mists  and  vapors, 

Amid  those  eartlily  damps. 
What  seem  to  us  but  sad  funeral  tapers 

May  be  Heaven's  distant  lamps. 
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There  ix  no  d«a^/t  /    What  eeeme  so  is  transition ; 

This  life  of  mortal  breath 
Is  bwt  a  suburb  of  the  life  elysian, 

Whose  portal  we  call  death. 

I  am  pleased  to  8ee  that  (xrand  Master  Morgan  takes 
this  seiisil)le  aiul  charitable  stand  against  "perpetual  juris- 
diction : 

"  In  responce  to  a  request  from  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  1  addressed  a  letter  to  M.W.  Bro.  L.  A.  Goddard 
Grand  Master  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  stating  to  him  that  according  to  Ma- 
sonic law  in  Tennessee  a  Lodge  rejecting  a  cfindidate  for  the  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree  does  not  thereby  obtain  perpetual  jurisdiction  of  said 
candidate.  A  contrary  rule  is  certainly  not  in  harm  ny  with  the  great 
Masonic  idea  of  right  and  justice  that  should  prevail  under  all  circum- 
stances. Under  the  perpetual  jurisdiction  idea,  a  young  man  for  "sow 
ing  wild  oats"  might  properly  be  rejected.  Removing  to  a  distant 
country,  he  gnjws  into  good  citizenship  and  good  Masonic  material,  but 
under  tliis,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  unreasonable  rule,  he  is  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  becoming  a  Mason,  because  the  Lodge  that  rejected  him  will 
not  waive  jurisdicti(m,  only  knowing  him  in  the  reputation  he  established 
in  his  youthful  days." 

Note  the  beautiful  sentiments  on 
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peace! 

"  How  sacred  the  word  !  Whether  considered  in  relation  to  frater- 
nities like  ours,  to  individuals,  to  States  or  to  nations,  it  presents  to 
humanity  tiie  same  sweet  benison.  It  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  happi- 
ness, contentment,  joy,  brotherly  lovt,  and  human  elevation. 

Whi  !  its  opposite,  is  the  hnrbinger  of  woe,  want,  sorrow,  the  shed- 
ding of  fraternal  bloou,  and  human  degradation. 

I  would  not  invade  the  jjolitioid  domain  nor  assume  tl>e  role  of 
statesmnn.  I  would  not  cill  in  (luostion  the  wisdom  an  1  patriotism  of 
tliose  who  have  the  maniigement  of  the  allairs  of  civil  government  in 
their  hunds.  but  I  do  not  doom  it  improper  to  say  that  the  great  Miisonic 
Fraternity  is  a  iirotherliood  of  Peace,  iiiul  in  these  times  of  tnrinoil  and 
trouble,  when  the  thoughtless,  tlie  hot-headeil,  the  giddy  and  tlie  am- 
bitious talk  flippantly  of  war,  Masons  should  not  hesitate  to  speak  out 
for  peace  and  'the  things  that  make  for  peace. ' 

If  the  two  great  English-spefiking  nations  of  the  world,  and  the  other 
powers  between  whom  war  is  now  thrciitcned.  should  engage  iti  deadly 
combat,  after  the  thousands  up  )n  thousands  have  been  slain,  millions  of 
treasure  spent,  cities  sucked  and  destroyed,  land  and  ocea  h  drenched  in 
blood,  and  widows  and  orphans  made  by  hutidnnls  yea,  by  thousands, 
diploujacy  will  still  have  to  step  in  iind  make  treaties  and  sctHe  the  dis- 
putes. Let  us  have  the  diplomacy  first,  and  let  all  honorabh;  means  be 
used  to  avert  the  dire  calamity  of  war,  with  all  of  its  untold  horrors. 
Believing  that  the  great  Masonii;  heart  of  Tennessee  beats  in  unisni  up 
on  this  subject  and  responds  to  the  voi(!e  of  (}od  in  the  sentiment,  '  on 
earth  peace  and  good  will  to  men, '  I  give  iitterance  to  these  thoughts 
here,  trusting  that  they  may  touch  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of 
our  Brethren  everywhere  in  this  country  and  beyond  the  seas,  and  aid  in 
liringing  id)out  a  peaceful  settlement  of  tlie  present  «li tie reiices,  in  a  man- 
ner alike  honorable  to  ill.    If  these  views  meet  your  approbation,  I  sug- 
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gest  that  the  Committee  od  Jurispruderce  prepare  and  report  a  dispatch 
embodying  the  same,  to  be  transmitted  by  wire  throughout  the  world, 
that  our  fraternal  Brotherhood  everywhere  may  know  where  the  Masons 
of  Tennessee  stand  upon  this  momentous  question. " 

CONCLUSION. 

"  It  had  occurred  to  us,  Brethren,  to  conclude  this  rt-port  with  a 
sketch  of  early  Freercasonry  in  Tennessee,  recalling  the  political  and 
social  conditions  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  the  sharp  party  strife  between 
Federal  and  Republican  parties,  and  the  bitter  prejudices  begotten  of  it; 
the  Order  of  Cincinnati,  founded  by  theofSoers  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  the  rival  organization  of  the  Tammany  Society  ;  the  ardent  sympathy 
of  the  settlers  on  the  Ciimberhuid  with  the  Kepitblican  cause,  and  their 
consequent  petition  that  the  first  Lodueiii  the  new  State  be  chartered  at 
Nashville  by  the  name  of  '  St.  Tammany, '  No.  1,  of  Tennessee,  which  was 
granted  on  December  17th,  1790  ;  how  four  years  later  the  spirit  of  Free- 
masonry overcame  political  animosity,  and  our  pioneer  Brethren  ex- 
changed '  St.  Tammany  '  for  '  Harmony ' ;  how  it  was  succeeded  by  Cum- 
berland Lodge,  w.ho^e  tiv^l  raising  under  a  Tennessee  charter  was  our 
revered  Brother  Wilkins  Tannehill,  the  greatest  of  our  Masonic  fathers 
in  Tennessee— and  much  more  of  interest  to  the  Masonic  student.  But 
we  were  restrained  by  the  reflection  that  this  was  not  matter  for  a  Cor- 
respondence report,  and  so  reserve  it  for  some  proper  occasion. 

Let  it  suffice  now,  in  conclusion  of  tliis  report,  to  note  the  chief 
movements  and  tendencies  of  Freemasonry  as  disclosed  in  the  Proceed- 
ings and  the  Correspondeme  of  other  (xrand  Jurisdictions. 

I.  WASHlMiTON    MKMORIAIi. 

Colorado  proposes  that  the  Freemasons  of  the  United  States,  by 
delegates  from  Grand  Lodges,  in  llie  yeiir  1K<»!)  unite  in  a  Centennial 
Memorial  of  the  doatli  of  the  '  Father  of  his  Co  .ntry.  '  The  proposition 
meets  with  general  favor,  and  in  that  year  M(/iiit  Vernon  will  witness 
one  of  tlie  moat  notable  Mascmic  meetings  of  this  century.  Such  an  oc- 
casion is  worthy  of  the  grandest  efforts  of  Freemasonry  ! 

II.  PllATEUNAL   KEIilEF. 

Wisconsin  proposes  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  relief  by  all  the  Grand 
Lodges,  whereby  eiu^li  Lodge  sluill  be  primarily  responsible  for  all  necos- 
sarieM  furnished  to  any  of  its  membi-rs  in  distress,  and  the  (Jrand  Lodge 
sha'l  stand  ns  surety  Iherefor.  This  proposition  has  been  unfavorably 
received,  and  has  calked  out  criticisin  and  protest  as  unmasonic  in  essence 
and  in  tendency.  It  will  be  many  yeais  after  the  Washington  celebration 
before  this  i)roi)08ition  is  adopted. 

III.   PKUIT/rrAL  .TUUiHnKnroN. 

Mississippi  invites  the  (Jraiid  Lodges  to  unite  with  her  in  adopting 
a  formal  statement  of  true  Masonic  doctrine  on  tliis  niu(!h  mooted  sub- 
ject, and  submits  two  iiropositions  as  et|uitable  and  necessary  for 
uniformity. 

Tlie  subject  demands  consideratioii,  and  the  welfare  of  Freemasonry 
requires  some  accord  upon  it,  or  ,)nr  peace  and  harmony  will  constantly 
be  subject  to  disturbance,  llut  the  Mississippi  proposition  has  been  in- 
dorsed by  very  few  (Iraiid  Lodges;  while  many  have  r(>jeeted  it,  others 
amended  it,  and  yc^t  others  ignored  entirely.  Nor  can  Mississippi,  Miss- 
unyon(>-else,  formulate  a  sclii»nie  that  will  meet  with  general  approvalon 
this  subject.    One-third  of  the  Orami   Lodges,  including  many  of  the 


■Hi 


w 


"t 


m 


% 


140 


largest,  cliug  tenaciously  to  the  dogma  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  :  "Who- 
ever petitions  a  Lodge  for  the  dajfrees  of  Freemasonry,  though  rejected, 
forever  afterward  belongs  to  tluit  Lodyo,  and  can  only  make  future  ad- 
vances toward  the  Fraternity  with  ils  consent.  The  remaining  two-thirds 
reject  this  dogma,  and  asseit  their  jurisdiction  over  all  new  material  in 
their  borders.  The^e  two  repugnant  doctrines,  maintnined  with  more 
or  less  tenacity  by  sister  Grand  Lodges,  will  constantly  occasion  discord, 
and  may  seriously  disturb  fraternal  relations  if  left  to  their  own  natural 
tendencies  and  inevitable  results.  Much  discussion  has  been  tried  by 
Grand  Masters  and  Correspondents,  with  the  usual  result ;  each  writer 
confirms  himself  and  his  Grand  Body  in  the  soundness  of  his  or  its  posi- 
tion.   What  shall  be  done  to  promote  peace  and  harmony  ? 

A  Masonic  Congress  or  Convention  seems  the  true  solution.  Let 
each  Grand  Master  dejiutize  a  representative  to  meet  at  some  central 
city— say  Cincinnati—to  discus  the  suhject,  and,  if  possible,  formulate  a 
plan  to  recommend  to  their  Grand  Lodges  for  adojjtion.  Such  a  cou- 
giess  could  surely  devise  a  feasible  plan  for  the  settlement  of  a  differ- 
ence which  seriously  threatens  the  peace  of  the  Fraternity,  is  the 
danger  not  sufficiently  portentous  to  c.ill  for  the  effort  ? 

IV.    PROHIBITION   LEGISLATION. 

The  saloon  thr<  atens  the  home,  the  family,  the  State.  Freemasons 
are  moving  in  many  States  for  more  strenuous  regulation  of  the  evil.  In 
many  States  the  saloon  keeper  is  no  longer  eligible  to  admission,  while 
in  others  tippling  is  a  Masonic  oflFense,  punishable  by  suspension  or  ex- 
pulsion. In  others,  no  special  regulations  exist— the  decision  being  that 
no  new  qualitications  can  be  added  to  the  requirements  of  the  Ancient 
Regulations. 

This  subject  is  being  greatly  agitated,  and  is  greatly  agitating  the 
Grand  Lodges,  and  intemjjerauce  often  characterizes  the  proceedings. 
The  logical  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  that  any  Grand  Lodge  has  the 
inherent  power  to  declare  a  noxious  occupation  disreputable,  and  thus 
prevent  tlie  admission  of  a  saloon  keeper  as  not '  of  good  repute.'  With 
Brethren  following  the  occupation  it  is  not  so  easy  to  deal.  But  (Jrand 
Lodges  may  admonish  members  by  declaratory  resolutions  ;  and  Sub- 
ordinates mny  surely  i)rotect  themselves  by  discipline,  and  it  will  not  be 
long  before  the  business  will  be  so  disieimtable  that  we  shall  be  free 
from  it.  Meanwhile  the  eanlinul  virtues  of  Prudence  and  Justice  are 
needed  to  restrain  the  Prohibitionists  from  intempereuce  and  excess. 
Let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  Brethren. 

V.    IMJINTED   RITUAIiS. 

An  unaccountable  mnnia  for  printing  cijther  rituals  seized  our 
members  in  certain  State-t  during  the  last  decade,  and  still  more  un- 
accountably, Masons  of  intelligence  and  standing  found  such  a  course 
not  inconsistent  with  Masonic  oi)ligati()n.  They  seemed  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  what  is  ciphered  may  bo  deciphered.  A  prophet's  eye  was  not 
needed  to  foretell  the  result  of  the  experiment,  and,  of  course,  a  pretty 
mess  was  made  of  it.  Now  repentance  has  expelled  folly.  But  how 
miioh  harm  this  pliiin  violatiou  of  this  primal  obligation  has  ell'ected, 
who  can  tell  ?    '  What  fools  we  mortals  be  ! ' 

OFFICE   SKEKINQ. 

This  nuisance  ebbs  and  liows  in  the  Grand  Lodges ;  but  on  the 
whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  better  spirit  seems  now  to  be  in  the 
usceuduut,  and  the  olllce  is  seeking  the  muu,  generally. 


, 


^ 


141 


VII.   MASONIC  HOMES. 

There  is  a  decided  movement  all  over  our  country  towards  organized 
charity.  Many  good  Brethren  of  the  old  school  still  mointain  that  this 
is  unmasonic,  because  not  voluntary  and  individual,  and  therefore  had 
in  tendency  and  in  practice.  Hut  the  prevailing  idea  is  now  that  the 
epidemic  excels  the  sporadic  metliod,  as  a  means  of  practical  relief,  and 
also  that  organized  effort  does  not  exclude  or  excuse  individual  dis- 
pensation. And  so  the  Homes  for  widows  and  orphans  and  aged 
Masons  are  springing  up  all  over  the  country,  all  substantial  tokens 
that  Freemasonry  is  not '  a  souadiug  brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal,'  but 
that  it  is  earnest  and  sincere  in  its  lofty  professions  of  brotherly  love, 
relief,  and  charity  !  Lodges,  and  halls,  and  temples,  even,  we  have  in 
every  city,  and  town,  and  village  in  this  goodly  land  ;  but  the  truest, 
noblest,  grandest  proofs  of  the  vital  energy  and  elevating  power  of 
Freemasonry  are  the  Masonic  homes  for  the  widow,  the  orphans,  and 
the  helpless  !    May  they  all  succeed  and  prosper  ! 

Finally,  Brethren,  we  submit  our  gleanings  from  foreign  fields  with 
confidence  that,  however  badly  bound,  the  sheaves  are  full  of  good  grain 
for  nourishment ;  that  as  you  partake  of  it,  you  will  bo  strengthened  for 
the  daily  duties  Masonry  calls  upon  you  to  perform  and  elevated  in  life 
and  purpose,  so  that  you  may  aiil  in  the  endless  labor  of  uplifting  man- 
kind toward  the  lofty  ideal  of  FreemaHonry — the  perfect  man. 

HENKY    H.    iNGKRbOLI^, 

Chaitinan." 

The  Committee  on    Arasonic  Jiirispnideiiee  submitted 
the  following,  whicli  was  adopted  :— 

"  To  all  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  thronghont  the  World — 

Greeting : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  now  sitting  in  Annual  Communica- 
tion in  the  city  of  Nashville,  do  send  this,  their  fraternal  greeting,  to  the 
Brethren  of  the  Mystic  Tie  wheresoever  dispersed,  and  sincerely  hope 
and  pray  that  the  war  clouds,  which  now  seem  hovering  over  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  will  soon  be  dispersed,  and  thu  white  wings  of  peace  will 
again  cast  their  lengthening  shadows  over  the  world. 

To  this  end  we  urge  upon  every  (Jrand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  meeting  during  the  year  1S!)(),  to  issue  some  fraternal 
sentiment  favouring  a  peaceful  termination  of  all  internaticmal  strife. 
Also  that  they  use  their  great  intiucnce  with  the  war-making  and  peace- 
keeping powers  of  the  two  worlds  to  exhaust  all  honorable  and  peaceful 
means  to  settle  all  contention  before  resort  to  arms. 


War  between   naticms  means 
agonies,   and   we  who  believe  in 


death   and  destruction   and  untold 
the  'Fatherhood  of    God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man  '  cannot  refrain  from  raising  our  voice  ii  condem- 
nation of  the  needless  shedding  of  human  blood, 


Brethren,   we  greet  you,   and  strike  hands  with  you  in  briiging 
about  a  peaceful  solution  of  impending  dangers  of  war. 

We  H8k  that  the  AssocMatod  Press  send  this  priper  over  their  wire.* 
to  all  parts  of  the  habitable  globe  where  the  touch  of  electricity  is  felt." 
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MASONIC   REIilEF. 

"  The  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  ^V^isconsin  in  regard  to  the 
relief  of  traveling  Brethren,  though  not  approved  by  our  Grand 
Master  and  not  entirely  acceptable  to  this  committee,  contains  a  state- 
ment of  a  Masonic  duty,  which,  with  proper  qualifications,  meets  our 
approval. 

We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty,  p  imarily,  of  every  lodge  to  care  for  its 
own  members  in  distress,  wherever  they  may  be,  bo  far  as  its  Lodge 
means  of  relief  will  permit.  And  we  recognize  alst?  a  special  duty  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  aid  its  subordinates  in  caring  for  its  worthy  distressed 
members,  as  has  been  so  nobly  done  by  our  sister  of  Nebraska.  But  we 
prefer  and  approve  the  declaration  of  the  World's  Masonic  Congress,  as 
follows  :— 

'  Worthy  Masons  are  entitled  to  relief  from  Brethren  and  Lodges 
wherever  they  may  be  found  in  need  of  relief,  and  the  brethren  of 
Lodges  granting  such  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand  reimbursement 
from  the  Lodges  in  which  they  hold  their  membership  ;  but  wlien  a 
member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  another,  and  the  financial  condition 
of  his  Lodge-  is  such  as  to  permit,  common  courtesy  and  duty  alike 
demand  that  it  should  reimburse  a  poorer  Lidge  relievi  )g  its  members.'  '» 

Returns  show  17,760  Master  Masons. 

Report    on    Correspondence    is    by    Bi'os.    Walton    and 
IngersoU. 

Britisli  Columbia  for  1804:  is  reviewed. 

M.  W.  PiiiMP  X.   Matlock, 

Grand  Mader^  Kenton. 

R.  W.  JonN   13.  Gakkktt, 

Grand  Secretary^  Nashville. 
83rd  Annual,  Nashville,  27tli  January,  181)7. 

:o: 


Tex  as 

GOtu  annual   -HOUSTON  -3ki>  dkckmukk,  L85)5. 
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M.  W.  Guii  Gari'isiHi^  Grand  Mader. 

UR   Representative  T.  II.   Haynie  at  his   post  as  usual. 
Tlie  Grand  Master  was  pleased  to  I'eport : 


"Temporarily,  we  are  perha])H  poorer  than  over  before.  The  chise, 
hard,  fltumcial  condition  of  tiio  country  has  maile  its  iin|)ro!  s  upim  all ; 
yet  we  are  richer  in  experience  and  wiser  in  that  which  is  best  for  us  than 
we  have  ever  been. 
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Although  the  hard  and  stringent  financial  condition  of  the  country 
has  made  its  impress  upon  all  the  institutions  of  the  country,  yet  we  can 
say  with  gratification  that  Masonry  still  prospers  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 
Not  that  it  has,  in  the  year  just  past,  made  those  wonderful  strides  in 
progress  that  have  compelled  the  admiration  cf  the  world,  yet.  with 
steady  step,  it  has  marched  forw.ird,  onward,  upward.  Of  one  thing  we 
are  assured,  that  the  standard  of  Masonry  is  being  gradually  elevated. 
Slowly  but  surely,  the  disciples  of  the  square  and  compass  are  tending 
to  a  fall  realization  of  the  fact  that  the  success  of  Masonry  depends  upon 
its  high  standard  of  morality,  and  that  the  low,  the  vile  and  the  immoral 
have  no  place  in  our  ranks. 

From  every  portion  of  the  State  come  words  of  good  cheer.  We 
are  slowly  but  surely  prospering.  We  are  taking  hold  of  a  permanent 
and  lasting  prosperity  that,  if  rightly  divined,  will  insure  to  our  pos- 
terity all  that  hag  ever  been  contemplated  by  the  most  sanguine  of  our 
supporters." 

Sixteen  corner-stones  and  thirty  Public  Institutions  are 
noted — quite  a  "  boom." 

FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  has  enjoyed  the  most  pleasnnt  relations 
with  all  other  grand  bodies  with  whom  we  are  in  fraternal  correspond- 
ence. Nothing  has  i  ccurred  in  any  way  to  mar  the  long  continued  fra- 
ternity of  feeling  that  has  characterized  Masonry  through  all  the  years 

Eleven  decisions  are  reported,  all  very  liberal,  but  none 
which  I  deem  necessary  to  reproduce. 

The  Committee   on    Correspondence   reported    on    the 
"  Mississippi  Ru'es,"  and  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lod^e. 

"To  the  subject  has  been  given  such  consideration  as  its  importance 
demands,  and  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  believes  that 
this  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

Tne  question  of  jurisdiction  over  candidates,  both  of  applicants  for 
the  beueHts  of  Masonry  and  also  those  who  have  been  rejected,  has 
caused  and  is  causing  more  friction  between  Grand  Lodges  than  all  other 
questions  combined,  and  it  would  be  the  best  thing  possible  for  the 
general  peace  of  the  Craft  if  some  solution  of  the  subject  ciould  be  reach- 
ed which  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

Your  Committee  does  not  regard  the  rules  proposed  by  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  as  such  a  solution,  nor  does  it  believe  that 
it  will  be  at  all  generally  received  as  such. 

In  fact,  with  some  two  or  perhaps  three  exceptions,  they  have  already 
been  rejected  by  all  the  Grand  Lodges  which  have  spoken  upou  the 
subject. 

Rule  1  is  mainly  objectionable,  and  cannot  be  concurred  because, 
if  for  no  othei  reas  m  than  that  its  effect  would  do  away  with  or  destroy 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot.  Without  investigating  the  ballot  and  endeavor- 
ing to  find  out  who  cnst  the  blnck  bnll  or  balls,  it  w<  uld  be  impossible 
for  the  rojt>(!tiiig  Lodg  •  'to  "urnish  to  tlie  Lodge  to  which  said  petition 
is  made  the  grounds  upon  which  the  rejection  was  made.'    It  may  be 
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said,  too,  that  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  is  a  landmark,  and  any  attempt 
to  penetrate  that  secrecy  would  be  an  innovation  upon  the  body  of  Ma- 
sonry ;  and,  moreover.  Edict  No.  136  of  this  Grand  Lodge  makes  any  such 
attempt  a  Masonic  offense. 

To  Rule  2  your  Committee  can  see  no  serious  objection  if  the  first 
proviso  be  left  off  and  it  could  be  agreed  upon  by  all  the  Grand  Lodges. 

Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  solution  of  the 
matter  and  the  one  upon  which  there  is  the  greatest  probability  of  a 
general  agreement  among  the  Grand  Lodges,  would  be  the  fixiug  of  a 
certain  time,  after  the  lapse  of  which  jurisdiction  over  rejected  appli- 
cants should  cease  by  limitation.  Your  Committee  believes  that  it  is 
possible  for  a  man  to  reform  and  mend  his  ways.  That  a  man  may  at 
one  time  be  unfit  for  admittance  into  the  portals  of  the  Temple,  but  that 
afterwards  he  may  repent  and  so  change  as  to  become  good  material. 
But  your  Committee  also  believes  that  after  such  profession  of  change  is 
made  there  should  be  a  probationary  period  of  a  length  sufficient  to 
prove  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  such  reform  is  sincere  and  real. 

Many  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  have 
already  adopted  such  a  rule  as  is  here  indicated,  the  length  of  time  dur- 
ing which  the  jurisdiction  obtains  varying  in  the  several  Grand  jurisdic- 
tions, though  five  or  seven  years  seem  to  be  the  period  most  generally 
adopted. 

Holding  these  views  and  believing  that  it  will  be  for  the  best  in- 
terests and  inure  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  general  Craft,  your 
Committee  respectfully  reoommeuds  the  adoption  cf  the  following  : 

Resolved,  (1)  That,  after  the  period  of  five  years  shall  have  elapsed 
since  the  rejection  of  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  he  having 
moved  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge  either  in  this  or  any  other 
Grand  jurisdiction,  and  having  applied  for  the  degrees,  then  the  Lodge 
applied  to  shall  oorrespund  with  the  rejecting  I  ^ge  as  to  the  former 
standing  and  character  of  the  applicant,  and  if  upon  the  information  so 
obtained  he  be  deemed  worthy,*  the  Lodge  may  proceed  in  the  case 
without  further  reference  to  the  action  of  the  rejecting  Lodge. 

Resolved,  (2)  That  a  Lodge  in  this  Grand  jurisdiction  may  give  at  its 
option,  by  unaniiious  vote,  a  certificate  to  one  of  its  Entered  Appren- 
tices or  Fellow  Crafts  about  to  move  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
Lodge,  dismissing  and  recommending  him  for  advancement,  and  that 
upon  I  he  issuance  of  such  certificate  his  name  shall  be  dropped  from  the 
roll  of  the  Lodge  thus  dismissing  him,  the  Lodge  thereby  losing  further 
jurisdiction  over  him. 

Resolved,  (3)  That  all  resolutions  and  edicts  in  conflict  herewith  be 
and  that  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Report  oil  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  by  Bro.  Thos. 
M.  Mattliews.  British  Colnnil)ia  not  appearinjr  we  infer  our 
Proceedings  did  not  reach  in  time. 

The  Report  is  well  prepared  ;  not  only  in  its  matter, 
but  also  in  the  styles  of  opinions,  very  courteously  expressed. 
A  very  interesting  history  of  "  Freemasonry  in  Mexico"  is 
an  "Addendum."''     This  "  Gran  Dieta  "  has  been  recognized 
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by  Texas, and  bein^  very  close  neighbors  they  (Texas)  shonhl 

know  the  condition  of  Masonry  there  in  all  its  pliases.      Bro. 

Matthews  conclndes  his  resnnie  with  tlie  followintj  : 

"Ever  since  the  rocognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas,  up  to  about  August  10  last,  Bro.  Parvin  has  been  condemning, 
criticising  and  belaboring  it  for  recognizing  an  '  irregular,'  '  illegitimate,' 
'  spurious,'  *  bastard,'  '  clandestine  body.'  And  yet  mirahUc  dictu,  we 
find  that  he  himself  has  been  visiting  this  same  body,  and  associating 
with  its  members  as  Masons,  and  says  he  '  would  do  so  again  were  he  to 
go  there.'  Why  ?  We  have  too  much  respect  for  Bro.  Parvin  to  believe 
for  a  moment  that  he  would  visit  a  Lodge  of  which  he  even  had  a  sus- 
picion that  it  was  clandestine.  When  formerly  writing  of  this  matter 
he  honestly  believed  that  the  Masonry  of  Mexico  was  'irregular,'  '  illeg- 
itimate,' and  therefore  'clandestine,'  and  as  in  duty  bound  so  contended. 
But  later,  by  personal  observation  he  found  it  was  not  so,  that '  they  were 
legitimate  by  their  law '  and  that '  hy  their  law  and  their  law  only  can  we 
judge  them.'  Trying  them  by  that  test  he  found  out  as  we  all  along 
have  contended  that  they  were  not  illegitimate,  irr»»gular  or  clandestir.e, 
and  do  deserve  recognition,  and  thus  finding,  he  personally  recognized 
them. 

Bro.  Parvin  did  exactly  right,  just  what  the  pure,  honest  Mason  that 
he  is  should  have  done,  and  while  it  is  possible,  though  we  much  ques- 
tion if  probable,  he  may  bot  have  so  intended,  he  certainly,  as  we  think, 
makes  one  of  the  strongest  possible  arguments  for  the  recognition  of  the 
Gran  Dieta  and  its  subordinates,  by  all  true  Masons  everywhere.  As 
said,  he  did  just  exactly  right  in  visiting  the  Mexican  Lodges,  and  now 
to  be  consistent  he  should  do  everything  in  his  power  to  undo  and  cor- 
rect the  harm  that  in  the  past  he  has  done  to  our  Mexican  Brethren, 
and  openly  and  boldly  urge  his  Grand  Lidge  to  recognize  them.  We 
have  now,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  made  good  our  promise,  so  frequently 
repeated  in  our  foregoing  report.  We  believe  in  all  honesty  we  have 
proved  that  the  Masonry  in  Mexico  deserves  recognition  -that  it  is  pure 
in  its  works,  its  professions,  and  its  principles,  and  we  know,  too,  that 
by  its  benign  and  healthful  influence  it  is  to-day  doing  more,  far  more, 
to  elevate,  refine  and  n't  free  a  long  priest-ridden  people,  ti.an  all  other 
forces  combined.  In  view  of  these  facts,  let  us.  Brethren, 
extend  a  welcoming  and  a  helping  hand,  and  i)id  it  God 
'  noble  and  glorious  undertaking.'  " 

M.  W.  B.  R.  Ahernethy, 

Grand  Master. 

II.  W.  John  W.vtson, 

Grand  Setm'tary^  Houston. 

Gist  Annual,  Houston,  1st  December,  18U6. 


one  and  all, 
Hpeed  in  its 
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Vermont 

102nI)  annual UUKLINGTON 12Tn  JIINK,   181)5. 


® 


M.  W.  John  H,   Whipple^  Grand  MaMer. 
Ull  Representative  not    recorded    present.     Tlie  (Iraiid 
Master  reported  8  decisions,  all,  1  jud^e,  within   tiieir 
immediate  laws,  and  eliciting  no  new  point. 
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I  quite  agree  with  Bro.  Whipple  in   what  he  says  con- 


cerning the  ornamental 


m 


m 


ORAND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

"  A  number  of  nomiuations  have  been  made  to  fill  Vficanoies  where 
commissions  have  expired  durinpr  tlie  year,  and  several  Grand  Lodfjes 
have  withdrawn  all  their  Grand  Representatives.  The  names  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary.  For  myself,  while  I  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  Grand  Representatives  are  often  only  ornamental,  I 
believe  they  stand,  if  only  on  paper,  to  testify  to  the  fraternal  spirit 
which  obtains  among  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  the  catholicitv  of  our 
Order."  * 

STATE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

"  The  statistics  for  the  year  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  member- 
ship, a  sound  and  conservative  policy  in  accepting  propositions,  and  a 
salutary  observance  of  discipline,  rules  and  regulations,  while  peace  and 
harmony  prevail  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

With  our  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  our  relations  continue  as  ever, 
fraternal  and  friendly.  No  discordant  sound  disturbs  the  peace,  and 
everywhere  our  banners  float  to  the  breeze  with  the  true  inscription, 
'  Peace— good  will.'  " 

Vermont  is  about  to  erect  a  new  Temple  to  cost  |50,()U0 
at  the  City  of  Burlington. 

MASONIC   RELIEF. 


; 


;^^i 
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"  Upon  the  question  of  Masonic  Relief,  the  position  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  defined  by  P.G.IM.  Bowman  in  187G,  that '  Charity  in  all  cases 
must  be  voluntary,  not  compulsory.  Wh^le  it  is  a  Mascnic  duty,  the 
Lodge  or  brother  bestowing  it  must  be  the  judge  of 
this  question  we  adopt  the  language  of  the  Finance 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  which  .seems  to  us  to  be 
viz:— 


that  duty.'  Up  n 
Committee  of  the 
the  true  doctrine, 


Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  obligation  to  aflbrd 
relief  is  only  limited  by  the  Masonic  standing  of  the  brother  applying 
for  aid,  and  is  not  a  matter  of  Lodge  membership.  It  is  obligatory  upon 
all  Masons  everywhere  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  needy  brother  without 
regard  to  the  Lodge  to  which  he  may  be  specially  allied  as  a  member. 
He  is  first  and  above  all  a  member  of  the  Fraternity,  anil  entitled  to  be 
recognized  and  hospitably  treated  as  a  memb^'r  of  the  great  Masonic 
family.  Modern  inventions  have  brought  the  organized  membership 
into  close  and  familiar  converse,  and  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  communicate 
with  the  Lodge  of  which  the  brnther  is  a  member,  and  ascertain  its 
ability  and  readiness  to  contribute. 

Your  C  immittee  coincide  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Masonic 
Congress,  held  in  Chicag), 'that  the  brethren  of  Lodges  granting  snch 
aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand  reimbursement  from  the  Lodges  in  which 
the  beneficiaries  hold  memlnvship,  but  that  when  a  member  of  oue  Lodge 
is  relieved  by  another,  and  the  financial  situation  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as 
to  permit,  common  courtesy  and  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reim- 
burse a  poorer  Lodge  relieving  its  members.'  " 


d 
r( 
in 
tl 

tl 
ei 
qi 
tr 
of 
th 

01 

al 

ye 
th 
ot 

th 
at 
nu 


147 

Report  on  Foroifru  (Correspondence  is  by  P.  G.  M.  Bro. 
Marsh  ().  Perkins,  who  is  one  of  tlie  able  writers  nnder  this 
head,  presentinjT  a  very  valnable  record  for  his  Gvand  Lodge, 
and  instruction  to  his  brother  reporters. 

Britisli  (\)lumbia  for  18U4  is  thorono;hly  revieM'ed, 

M.    W.   KiTTKKDOK   HaskINS, 

Grand  Ma.ster^  Brattleboro. 

a.  W.  AVarren  G.  Kkvnolds, 

Grand  Secretary^  I>urlin<»;ton. 

lOBrd  Annual,  Burliiurton,  June  10th  and   11th,  LSOG. 
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Otah 

25Tn  ANNUAL SALT  LAKE 21sT  JaNUARY,  189(). 
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M.   PT.  Charles  Emerson,  Grand  Master. 

UK  Representative    not    recorded  present.     Tlie  Grand 
Master  reported  the 

"condition  of  the  craft." 

"  It  has  been  said  that  Masonry  runs  in  lines  parallel  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  in  which  it  exists.  This  may  be  reasonably  true 
regarding  some  localities.  The  affairs  of  men  undoubtedly  influence, 
in  a  more  or  less  degree,  all  things  created  by  man,  and  the  condition  of 
the  Craft  in  Utah  has,  perhaps,  in  some  measure,  been  affected  by  the 
general  depression. 

But  the  men  of  the  Great  West  have  a  happy  faculty  of  rising  above 
the  conditions  that  seemingly  hinder  the  progress  of  those  in  '  more 
enlightened  '  regions,  and  believe  that  their  greatest  glory  is  in  rising 
quickly  after  every  fall,  whether  enforced  or  self-afflicted.  That  this  is 
true,  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  the  material  prosperity  of  the  denizens 
of  this  '  un-enlightened '  region  compares  most  favorably  with  that  of 
the  people  of  any  other  section,  and.  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  one  of 
our  most  vital  aud  remunerative  industries  has  had  the  life  so  effectu- 
ally crushed  out  of  it  that  our  people  were  semingly  completely  stunned, 
yet  have  they  raised  themselves  above  these  conditions  and  have  proved 
that  Utah  has  been  a  paradise  for  rich  and  poor  alike,  as  co'n pared  with 
other  sections  of  our  country. 

Thus  Masonry  in  Utah,  upheld  by  this  class  of  men,  despite  the  fact 
that  conditions  have  not  materially  changed  during  the  past  three  years 
at  least,  has  grown  steadily  and  healthily  the  past  year,  and  the  gain  in 
numbers  and  kind  of  material  has  been  great  in  comparison. 


148 


It 

1 

[i  j 

I      ^'' 

y  \ 
H: 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among  all 
our  Brethren  and  a'.nong  the  Lodges,  The  zeal  eviuced  by  the  members 
of  the  Craft  is  beyond  praise,  and  they  are  f  nlitled  to  our  highest  com- 
mendation for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  accomplished  this  work. 
The  oflBcers  of  tht>  constituent  lodges  have  studiously  ej^deavored  to 
perfect  themselves  in  a  uniformity  of  work,  thus  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  this  Grand  Lodge,  It  is  n  pleasure  to  report  their  faithful 
work  and  the  splendid  results  achieved. 

The  social  features  have  been  given  a  prominence  truly  commend- 
able, and  it  has  been  a  veritable  pleasure  to  attend  on  such  occasions. 
I  desire  to  especially  commend  the  promptness  and  ability  which  the 
Brethren  display  at  these  times  of  festivity  in  their  speeches  and  re- 
marks which  have  done  so  much  to  make  these  meetings  enjoyable  and 
instructive.    This  should  be  encouraged  by  all  means. 

'  Let  UB  B°e  tbe  old  faces  beam  in  tjie  old  place ^  ; 
Let  us  taste  the  old  dishes,  and  wish  the  old  wishes  ; 
Let  us  sing  the  old  sonKS  and  forgot  the  old  wrongs.' 

Some  of  our  Subordinate  Lodges  still  adhere  to  their  plan  of  keep- 
ing away  i'rom  Lodge  banquets  all  intoxicating  beverages.  All  praise 
be  given  them.  The  inflexible,  invariable  rule,  should  be,  among  all  the 
Lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  to  never  permit  the  use  of  intoxicat- 
ing drinks  of  any  kind  or  character  m  or  about  the  Lodge  room,  or  at 
any  Masonic  banquet  or  spread. 

To  permit  this  is  subversive  of  the  great  principles  and  teachings  of 
Masonry  ;  it  is  wrong  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  It  is  a  pollution  of  our 
sacred  altar  to  thus  place  a  temptation  before  a  Brother  who  has  been 
sworn  before  that  same  altar  to  discountenance  and  avoid  such  unneces- 
sary excess.  We  obligate  ourselves  at  the  altar  to  protect  the  widows 
and  the  fatherless,  and  the  honor  and  characters  of  each  other ;  yet  if 
these  things  are  permitted,  tbe  defenceless  and  the  dishonored  may  hurl 
back  our  words,  and  say  that  at  the  very  fo.  't  of  the  altar  did  we  permit 
the  temptation  and  countenance  the  indulgence. 

There  is  no  middle  path  to  be  pursued  in  this  matter.  There  can 
be  no  temporizing  with  this  potent  spirit  of  evil,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
that  never  again  will  it  be  said  of  any  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
that  it  permitted  the  use  of  or  indulgence  in  any  spirituous  or  intoxicating 
liquors  at  its  festal  board." 

We  commend  the  remarks  on  the  "  social  features." 
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pbattsrnaij  relations. 

"  The  same  friendly  and  Fraternal  relations  that  have  long  existed  be- 
tween this  Grand  Lodge  and  those  of  other  Jurisdictions  still  continue. 
To  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Diehl,  is  this  largely 
to  be  attributed.  In  the  correspondence  between  this  and  other  Grand 
Lodges  never  does  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  suffer  at  his  hands.  His 
watchful  care  keeps  the  lamp  well  filled  and  the  light  brightly  burning." 

We  note  tliis  decision  : 

Question.  Has  a  Brother  who  visits  a  Lodge  where  he  is  unknown, 
and  where  he  must  be  examined  before  being  admitted,  the  right  to  de- 
mand that  he  be  shown  the  Charter  or  Warrant  of  such  Lodge  ? 

Answer.  No.  A  Brother  takes  no  more  chances  than  does  a  Lodge  ; 
but  if  there  is  any  doubt  in  either  or  both  cases  it  should  be  resolved  in 
favor  of  the  Lodge  rather  than  the  individual.    If  a  Brother  is  satisfied 


a 


V 
J 

e 
C 


^"'' 


149 


that  the  Ltodge  is  le^^ally  constituted,  then  a  demand  for  the  Charter  is 
discourteous  and  indelicate,  and  subjects  the  Lodge  to  the  hnmiliHtion 
of  having  its  Charter  and  actions  questioned,  and  the  Brother  constitutes 
himself  a  judge  against  the  present  evidence  of  all  the  surrcundings 
and  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  Charter  itself  (should  he  be  permit- 
ted to  inspect  that  instrument),  and  his  judgment  or  opinion  then  ex- 
presfied  would  not  alter  or  change  anything.  If  he  is  not  satisfied  before 
he  applies  for  admission  he  ^ill,  rather  than  do  violence  to  his  own  feel- 
ings and  his  obligations,  remain  away  until  he  can  obtain  satisfactory 
information  one  way  or  the  other. 

« 

Our  li.  W.  Grand  Lecturer  informs  me  that  never  at  any  time  has 
the  Board  of  Custodians  required  it  of  him,  nor  has  he  given  such  in- 
struction to  a  candidate  in  any  lecture. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  accorded  Frater- 
nal recognition. 

Report  on  Correspondence  for  the  twentieth  time  is  by 
the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Diehl.  British  Cohimbia  for 
1895  have  more  than  favorable  comment. 

Thanks,  Bro.  Diehl,  for  the  information  :  "  Happy  to 
meet— Sorry  to  part— Happy  to  meet  again." 

Dr.  Wm.  T.  Dalby, 

Grand  Master^  Salt  Lake  City. 

R.  W.  Christopher  Diehl, 

Grand  Secretary. 

2()th  Annual,  Salt  Lake  City,  19th  January,  1897. 
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Victoria 

A  T  the  "Grand  Anniversary  Festival  Meeting,"  in  May, 
^  1895,  the  Grand  Muster,  Sir  William  J.  (larke,  Bart., 
opened  the  Grand  Lodge.  After  the  reading  of  that 
portion  of  the  previous  meeting  relating  to  the  election,  the 
Brother  retired,  and  the  Throne  was  occupied  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Geoi'ge  S.  Coppin,  who  received  the  Grand  Master- 
elect,  addressed  him.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  followed  by  obligating,  investing  and  proclaiming. 
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The  Quarterly  was  held  in  June,  1895,  presided  over  by 
Bro,  Sir.  William  J.  Clarke,  and  a  large  number  of  present 
and  Past  Officers  and  the  Representatives  of  ninety-three 
Lodges. 

Certain  Past  Masters  were  involved  in  difficulty  from 
the  non-payment  of  dues  1)y  the  Subordinates  to  which  they 
were  attached,  while  they  had  indivi<lually  paid  their  Grand 
Lodge  fees  into  said  Lodges.  Agreeable  with  the  Ilegul- 
ations,  these  brethren  were  excluded  from  taking  any  part  in 
the  proceedings. 

From  the  summoning  of  a  brother-member  of  one  of  the 
subordinates,  who  had  been  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor,  to 
attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  show  cause 
w  hy  he  should  not  be  expelled,  it  is  presumed  that  subordin- 
ates do  not  have  the  authority  to  discipline. 

A  circular  was  prepared  coiidemning  innovations  that 
had  been  introduced  in  "  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
Poard  of  Installed  Masters,  and  the  wearino-  of  unauthorized 
jewels." 

The  various  statement  of  account  bear  the  endorsement 
of  a  special  officer,  the  "  Incorporated  Accountant  "  "  A 
hearty  vote  of  tlianks  was  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Grand  Ltxlgc  to  liro.  Ang(4  Ellis,  for  the  work  performed  by 
him  durino;  the  time  he  has  held  the  office  of  Grand 
Treasurer." 

An  election  lor  tlu^  office  of  Auditor  was  taken  ;  there 
being  two  nomination,  the  Graixl  Master  ordered  the  pro- 
cedure by  "•  show  of  hands,  and  put  them  to  the  (irand 
Lodgci  in  alphabetical  order." 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  be  had  conferred 
Past  (J rand  rank  on  twenty  brethren. 
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Virginia 

118th  annual lilCllMONI) 3kD  DECP:MBKIi,   1895, 


M.   W.  J.  P.  Fitzgerald^  Orand  Master.     . 

©UH  Representative  not  pret^ent.     On  tlie  Dth  J\ine,  1895, 
the  GrMnd   Secretary,  R.  W.   Bro.  William   B.  Isaacs 
(lied.     The    Grand    Mastei'    pays    him  a    well   earned 
trihute.     lie  also  reported  ''  Fraternal  relations  hetween  this 
and   other  Grand  Jnrisdictions  continue  to  be  cordial   and 
fraternal." 

On  '•'Perpetual  Jurisdiction  "   the  Grand  Master  places 
himself  on  record  viz.  : — 

"  An  inquiry  came  from  the  Grand  Master  of  iJlinois,  desiring  in- 
formation as  to  our  views  upon  the  question  of  perpetual  jurisdiction 
over  rejected  candidates  for  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry. 
I  replied  that  I  had  nut  been  able  to  dieover  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  had  ever  made  a  deliverance  upon  the  subject,  or,  that  a  Grand 
Master  had  ever  been  called  upon  to  decide  a  case  in  point. 

I  gave  him  succinctly  the  provisions  of  the  Methodical  Digest  re- 
garding qualiticatinns  of  candidates  for  initiation,  and  what  the  petition 
for  initiation  must  state,  and  informed  him  that  if  it  should  appear  that 
a  petitioiicr  to  one  of  the  L  idges  in  Virginia  had  been  rejected  by  a 
Lodge  in  another  jurisdiction,  an  1  the  case  was  referred  to  me  for  in- 
struction, I  should  order  that  action  be  deferred  until  by  correspondence 
through  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  information  cuuld  be  obtained 
f'-om  the  Lodge  which  had  rejected,  of  the  cause  tliereof,  and  the  moral 
qaaliti(!ations  of  the  [jfititioner  wlion  he  resided  within  its  juri8di<!tion, 
and  that  when  such  information  was  obtained  I  would  determine  whether 
I  would  permit  the  Lodge  in  Virginia  to  entertain  the  petition.  I  further 
i  formed  him,  that  I  do  not  and  caiuiot  approve  the  doctrine  that  a  pro- 
fane I'ejected  l)y  a  Lodge  in  one  jurisdiction  is  ipsoj'dfto  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  obtaining  the  riglits  and  l)i'netits  of  Masonry'  in  another,  ex- 
(!opt  and  until  tlie  consent  of  the  subordinato  Lodge  which  rejected  him 
has  been  obtained.  To  sanction  any  other  view  and  to  act  thereon, 
might,  in  my  opinion,  without  just  cause,  deprive  some  worthy  men  who 
hav(Miiist  their  lots  in  with  iis,  of  tlie  great  and  important  privilege  of 
being  a  Mason.  I  also  maintain  that  each  subordinate  Lodge  in  this 
(traiid  .iurisdiction  is  the  sttle  judge  of  the  quHlitication  of  profanes 
resiiiing  within  its  territory,  to  receive  the  rights  and  benelits  of  Ma- 
sonry, anil  that  Masonic  comity  does  not  require  that  a  veto  upon  the 
exorcise  of  that  right  shall  be  lodged  in  another  subordinate  Lodge  out- 
side of  this  jurisdiction. 

I  have  noted  with  pleasure  that  in  his  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois,  the  (Jrand  Master  states  that  out  of  forty-tive  responses  re- 
ceived to  his  innuiry,  'sixteen  Grand  Lodges  recognize  the  law  of  per- 
petual jurisdiction  and  twenty -nine  do  not.'" 
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Tlie  Committee  on  the  Address  reported  on  this  qiies 
tion  viz  :  and  which  was  adopted. 

"  The  Grand  Master  does  uot  recoj?nize  as  valid  any  claim  of  a 
Lodge  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  profanes.  In  this,  his 
views  are  in  full  conformity  to  what  we  regard  ts  the  established  Masonic 
law  of  Virs[inia,  and  we  entirely  approve  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master 
and  the  reasons  assigned  by  him  for  it.  We  deplore  the  ignorance  of  the 
laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  of  Masonic  propriety  on  the  part  of  a 
brother  of  one  of  our  subordinate  Lodges  which  led  to  the  communica- 
tions from  the  Grand  Masters  of  Nebraska  and  Wisconsin  reported  by 
the  Grand  Master.  His  action  in  the  matter  seems  to  us  to  have  been 
eminently  wise,  and  while  pronouncedly  firm  in  its  vindication  of  the 
violated  law,  it  was  tempered  with  that  discreet  charity  which  is  so 
characteristic  of  the  tenets  of  our  order  and  of  the  sound  head  and  good 
heart  of  our  <jrrand  Master." 

Decisions  reported  are  of  local  interest  only. 


CONCLUSION. 

''  Brethren,  I  have  taxed  your  patience  and  consumed  your  time 
more  than  I  ought  to  have  done.  My  love  for  Masonry  I  plead  as  my 
excuse.  I  love  her  for  the  truths  she  teaches  ;  I  lOve  her  for  the  ties 
with  which  she  binds  rae  to  my  fellow-men  ;  I  love  her  for  her  antiquity  ; 
I  love  her  because  she  is  the  one  institution  which  in  her  forms,  her  cere- 
monies, and  her  tenets,  changes  not,  and  because  in  all  these  respects,  of 
all  human  institutions,  she  most  resembles  her  heaven-born  mistress, 
whom  as  an  handmaid  she  follows. 
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From  the  far  oiT  east,  where  our  Mysteries  had  their  birth,  there 
comes  the  legend  that  Abi)u  Ben  Adhem  awoke  one  night  from  a  deep 
dream  of  peace,  and  saw,  within  the  moonlight  of  his  room,  making  it 
rich  and  like  a  lily  in  its  bloom,  an  angel  writing  in  a  book  of  gold.  He 
asked.  *  What  writest  thou  ?  '  Ai\d  the  angel  answered,  '  The  names  of 
those  who  love  the  Lord.'  '  Is  my  name  there  ?  '  he  asked.  '  Nay  ! '  re- 
plied the  angel.  Then  Abou  softly  and  cheerily  i-aid,  '  I  pray  thee,  then, 
write  me  as  one  who  loves  his  fellow-men.'  The  vision  vanished.  The 
next  night  it  came  again— 

'  And  showed  the  names  whom  lore  of  God  had  blenRed, 
And  lo  !  Ron  Adhom's  name  led  all  the  rest.' 

Brethren,  it  is  my  wish,  my  prayer,  that  when  you  awake  from  that 
sleep  called  death,  yon  shall  iind  that  the  recording  angel  has  written 
your  names  in  the  Golden  Book  of  God's  rememberance." 

There  is  no  Report  on  Foreign  (\)rresponden('e,  l>ut  a 
(committee  was  appointed  who,  no  doubt,  will  make  a  show- 
inir  at  the  next  Communication. 


As  we  are  a  member  of  the  General  Masonic  Tlelief 
Association  of  tlie  Fnited  States  and  (^auada,  we  extract  the 
foUowing  Ile])ort,  with  thaidvs:-^ — 
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REPORT  OF   REPRESENTATIVE   TO   G.  M.  R.  ASSOCIATION   OP   UNITED   STATES. 

"  lit.  Wor.  L.  T.  Christian,  Represtative  to  the  General  Masonic 
Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report : — 

'As  the  representative  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  the  biennial 
meeting  of  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  held  in  the  City  of  New  York,  September  10  and  11,  1895, 
I  beg  to  report  tbe  Association  at  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  yet 
attained,  but  leaving  much  to  be  accomplished,  wbich,  with  a  united 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  is  i)08sible  in  the  near 
future. 

■^here  is  no  appropriation  made  by  this  Grand  Lodge  which  has 
yielded  such  fruitful  returns  as  your  annual  membership  of  §50.00  to 
this  Association.  By  your  membership  eacii  Lodge  in  Virginia  is 
entitled  to  the  warning  circulars  published  by  the  Association,  thereby 
warning  the  Lodges  against  the  vast  army  of  imposters,  both  male  and 
female,  who  live  at  the  expense  of  the  Craft.  Where  Boards  of  Relief 
exist,  the  circulars  are  sent  them,  as  the  item  of  postage  must  b'e 
watched. 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  oighty-eight  unworthy  applicants 
have  been  detected  and  published  during  the  brief  existence  of  the 
Association. 

The  following  Grand  Lodges  hold  membership  :  Arizona,  British 
Columbia,  CanaJa  Ontario,  Canada  Quebec.  Delaware,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Idaho,  Manitoba,  Maryland.  Masp.ichiisetts,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
New  Mexic  \  New  York,  North  Dakotu,  Nova  Scotia,  Ohio,  Oregon, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Utah,  Virginia. 

There  are  ninety-one  Boards  of  Relief,  members  of  the  Association, 
located  in  States  whoso  Grand  Lodge  have  not  affiliated  with  the  Asso- 
ciation. Their  membership  is  highly  esteemed,  as  it  saves  them  from 
frequent  imposters. 

Following  is  the  location  of  the  several  Boards  which  have  sent  our 
Secretary  the  address  of  their  office,  v  hich,  no  doubt,  will  be  of  service 
to  the  Lodges  in  this  State  : — 

BOARDS   OF   RRLIEP. 

Albany,  N.  Y.- Secretary,  S.  Goldring,  18  N.  Pearl  Street. 

Alexandria,  Va.— Secretary,  Edgar  Warfield  :  Business,  300  Princess 
Street;  Private,  218  S.  Fairfax  Street. 

Auburn,  N.  Y.     Secretary,  Jan.  H.  Hoakins,  50  State  Street. 

Baltimore,  Md.- -President,  D.  F.  Pennington,  221  N.  Liberty  St. 

Belville  (Ont.)  Can.— Secretary,  Wni.  Snieatoa,  P.O.  Box,  No.  807. 

Binghampton,  N.  Y.    President,  W.  VV.  Babcock,  Masonic  Hall. 

BufMo,  N.  Y.     President  Chas.  F.  Sturm,  200  Genesee  Street. 

Charleston,  8.  C.     Secretary,  A.  E.  (lough,  Masonic  Temple. 

Cincinnati,  O.    Secretary,  C.  L.  liii)pert.  Cor.  Court  and  Main  Sts. 

Concord,  N.  H.    Secretary,  (}e".  P.  Cleaves,  II  N.  Main  Street. 

Denver,  Col.    Secretary,  J.  C.  Johnston,  Masonic  Temple. 

Indianajjolis,    Ind.-  Secretary,     Rev.    Willis    D.    Engle,  01   East 
Market  Street. 
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Lookport,  N.  Y. — Secretary,  Horace  H.  Servoss. 

London  (Ont.)  Can. — Secretary,  R.  B.  Hungerford,  22  King  Street. 

Louisville,  Ky.— Secretary,  H.  R.  Mitchell,  Masonic  Temple. 

Meadville,  Pa.— Secretary,  E.  T.  Hoffman,  7  Atlantic  Avenue. 

Memphis,  Tenn. — Secretary,  J.  F.  Sellers,  Masonic  Temple. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.-Secretary,  W.  N.  Pennell,  13c  W.  Water  Street. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  —  Secretary,  B.    L.  Perry,  5  and  6  Lumber 
Exchange. 

Montreal,  Can.— Secretary,  George  H.  Wray,  P.O.  Box  No.  752. 

Nashville,  Tenn.— Secretary,  B.  A.  Phillips,  164  Union  Street. 

New  Albany,  Ind.— President,  W.  E.  Grove,  New  Albany,  Ind. 

Newark.  O. — Secretary,  S.  Stacker  Williams,  Newark,  O. 

New  Orleans,  La.  -Secretary,  Richard  Lambert,  Masonic  Temple. 

New  York  City— Secretary,  Wm.  Uelamater,  300  Mulberry  Street. 

Norfolk,  Va. — Secretary,  James  J.  John  ^on.  Masonic  Temple. 

Oakland,  Cal. — Secretary,  J.  J.  Warner,  S>72  Broadway. 

Omaha,  Neb.— Secretary,  Jno.  W.  Westburg,  1G08  Capitol  Aveiue. 

Portland,  Me.— Secretary,  Warren  O.  Carney,  Portland,  Me. 

Richmond,  Va.— President  L.  T.  Christian,  1012  E.  Broad  Street. 

Sadalia,  Mo.— Secretary,  Jno.  Wamsley,  223  Ohio  Street. 

Springfield,  Mo. — Secretary  J.  M.  Clyde,  Springfield,  Mo. 

St.  John,  N.  B.- Secretary,  J.  A.  Watson,  30  Dock  Street. 

St.  Joseph.  Mo.  -Secretary,  E.  F.  Hartzel,  122  S.  Fourth  Street. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.— President,  Martin  Collins;  Secretary,  Eden  Reed, 
3123  Magazine  Street. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Secretary,  S.  D.  Solomon,  1  Empire  Block. 

Tacoma,  Wash.  -  Secretary,  II.  F.  Norris,  315  California  Block. 

Toronto,  Can.— Secretary,  Alex.  Paterson,  24  Toronto,  Arcade. 

Troy,  N.  Y.  -Secretary,  E.  W.  Loth,  88  Congress  Street. 

W  ashingtou,  D.  0.— Secretary,  Lurtiu  R.  Ginn,  1219  M  St.  N.  VV. 

Williamsburg,  N.  Y.— Secretary,  T.  A.  Powell,  145  Oakland  Street, 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Wilmington,  Del. — Secretary,  Roscoe  F.  Baylis,  P.  W.  &  B.  R.  R. 

Depot. 
Windsor  (Ont.)  Can.— Secretary,  E.  S.  Wigle,  Wiusor,  Can. 
Worcester,  Mass.— Secretary,  A.  IT.  Hurtoa,  P.O.  Box  514. 

OFFICRKH. 

/Vc.stV/cM<—L.  Cabell  Williamson,  478  Louisville  Avenue,  Washing 
ton,  D.  0. 

First   Vicc-Prcsulcnt--'D.   F.  Pennington,  221  N.  Liberty  Street, 
Boltimore,  Md. 


155 


Second  Vice-President—^.  B.  Hungerford,  22  King  Street,  London, 
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Ont. 

Secretary— John  R.  Pope,  224  East  25th  Street,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer— William  Delamater,  300  Mulberry  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Advisory  Board— Thomas  Moore,  New  York  ;  T.  John  Newton, 
Washington,  D.  C;  James  Fyfe,  Montreal,  Can.;  L.  T.  Christian,  Rich- 
mond, Va.;  C.  W.  Baker,  Omaha,  Neb. 

The  General  Association  earnestly  desires  that  you  make  diligent 
inquiry  if  possible,  before  assisting  transients  ;  use  the  telegraph  freely, 
and  in  every  instance  report  the  case  at  once  to  the  General  Secretary. 
You  will  find  eight-tenths  of  them  im posters. 

If  Cfise  is  suspicious,  gather  up  all  papers,  etc.,  purporting  to  be 
Masonic,  until  the  applicant  proves  himself,  or  herself,  to  be  worthv. 
Give  these  applicants  nothing  with  your  address  thereon.  Masonic 
examinations  are  practically  unnecessary,  as  the  professional  is  well 
posted.  Satisfy  yourself  especially  on  the  line  of  affiliation.  Care 
should  be  taken  in  permitting  applicants  for  relief  to  visit  your  Lodge, 
as  their  visits  are  for  the  purpose  of  Masonic  information,  and  forming 
the  acquaintance  of  the  brethren.  Have  a  relief  committee  in  your 
Lodge,  or  organize  a  relief  board  where  more  than  one  Lodge  is  located 
in  a  town,  to  whom  all  cases  for  relief  should  be  referred.  Your  com- 
mittee will  soon  become  familiar  with  the  miraculous  escape  from  the 
shipwreck  ;  or  the  widow's  pathetic  story  of  her  only  support  sacrificing 
his  life  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

Record  should  be  kept  of  all  cases  applying.  Where  relief  is 
given  do  no  more  than  is  necessary.  Begging  is  encouraged  in  some 
sections  by  liberal  donations. 

The  tender  and  affectionate  regards  so  modestly  yet  appropriately 
expressed  by  the  Association  for  one  who  served  this  Grand  Lodge  so 
long  and  so  well,  is  worthy  of  especial  mention.  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  W.  B. 
Isaacs  assisted  in  organizing  the  General  Association,  cherishing  its 
development  with  peculiar  interest  and  characteristic  zoal. 

Hoping  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  well  represented  at  the  next 
meeting  of  Association, 

Fraternally  yours, 

L.  T.  CHRISTIAN." 
Returns  show  252  Lodtjos  witli  12,572  Masons. 

M.  W.  J.  P.  FiTZcnoRALi),  (re-elected) 

Gmnd  Master^  Farniville. 

R.  W.  Gko.  W.  Cakkinoton, 

Grand  Secretary,  Richmond. 
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tJUashington 

38th  annual — oLYMPiA — IIth  junp:  1895. 


M.    W.  Joseph  Marion  Taylor,  Grand  Master. 

THIS  (Trruiul  Lod^e  opens  on  the  Tliird  Degree  of  Ma- 
sonry in  Ample  Form.  The  Grand  Mastei*  opened 
his  address  witli  a  beautiful  tribute  to  Masons  and 
Masonry  in  Wasliington.  He  says:  "■  The  auspices  are  most 
favoral)le  and  encouragino;.  Peace  and  liannouy  prevail 
throucrhout  the  Jurisdiction,  Our  relations  with  all  Sister 
Jurisdictions  are  most  pleasant." 

Among  the  40  Decisions  reported,  I  find  the  following: 

9.  "Could  you  kindly  arrange  with  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Juris- 
diction of  British  Columbia  to  allow  applicants  wlio  live  just  across  the 
line  in  British  Columbia  to  affiliate  and  join  this  Lodge,  which  would 
save  them  going  to  New  Westminster.  There  are  some  holding  dimits 
and  o'her  good  men  who  would  like  to  become  Masons,  but  say  it  is  too 
far  to  go  to  New  Westminster.  If  you  could  bring  about  such  a  con- 
dition where  brethren  and  applicants  could  join  here,  ib  would  be  for 
the  good  of  Masonry  aud  these  brethren  in  i)articular. 

A?iswcr.  After  giving  your  question  in  regard  to  the  waiver  of  juris 
diction  c  ver  applicants  residiug  in  British  Columbia  most  careful  consid- 
eration, I  must  say  that  I  di*abt  whether  a  (/cncnti  waiver  would  be 
practical  ov  aihisablc.  Such  a  course  might  lead  to  confusion  and  un- 
pleasant relations  between  the  two  Grand  Jurisdictions.  The*Terri 
torial  limits  of  Masonic  Jurisdictions  should  be  clearly  defined,  and 
confined  as  they  are  at  present  to  the  political  limits  of  states  and 
provinces,  therefore  1  would  advise  Lodges  within  this  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion not  to  seek  material  for  Masonry  Hmong  residents  of  another  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  except  in  extreme  r'^ses  vture  it  may  be  clearly  shown  tl  it 
the  applicant  would  be  greatly  cliHcummoded  by  applying  to  a  liodge 
under  the  Grand  Jurisdietinn  in  which  he  lives,  on  account  of  distance 
or  geographical  barriers,  and  then  only  for  these  reasons.  Each  indi- 
vidual case  should  be  tested  on  its  own  merits.  A  general  waiver  would, 
in  my  opinion,  lead  to  endless  confusion." 

We  think  this  is  quite  proper,  and  the  point  is  well 
taken. 

I  Tiote  that  tlu^  "  Past  INFasters  Deoree  "  has  been  abol- 
ished  in  Washini>ton. 

The  decisions  aj)pear  to  be  in  liannony  Avith  the  laws  of 
tiu' .lurisdiction  and  are  very  (dearly  given  by  the  Grand 
Master. 
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Tlie  addross  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Taylor  is  so  full  of  good 
thi/Kjs,  that  it  would  be  spoiled  by  takiiio;  extracts. 

He  concludes,  viz  : 

"  And  now,  in  returning  to  you  the  emblem  of  authority  entrusted 
to  my  care  one  year  ago,  the  best  advice  I  can  leave  with  you, my  Breth- 
ren, is  that  given  by  the  noble  Festus  : 

•  One  generous  feeling— one  great  thought— one  ,teed 

Of  good,  ere  night,  would  make  life  longer  seem 

'i'han  if  each  vear  might  number  a  thouwand  days,— 

Spent  as  is  this  by  nations  of  mankind. 

We  live  in  deeds,  not  years  ;  in  thoughts,  not  breaths  ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial. 

We  should  count  time  by  heart- thrf)b8.    He  m<»8t  lives 

Who  thinks  most— feels  the  noblest— acts  the  best.' 

It.  W  Bro.  Win.  Ilnptoii  delivered  an  address  "  Some 
phases  of  Freemasonry,''  such  only  as  a  student  of  his  class 
could  formulate,  and  wish  every  Brother  of  this  Jurisdiction 
(British  Columbia)  couhl  have  an  opportunity  of  readinir  it. 

Returns  show  4:,959  Master  Masons. 

Report  on  ^[asonic  Correspondence  is  by  Wm.  II. 
Fpton,  P.  M,,  v>  hich  is  as  full  of  '■'  Masonic  Lio;ht  "  as  a  nut 
is  full  of  meat,  and  which  makes  me  sink  into  insignificance. 
However,  we  cannot  all  be  '*  IMasonic  Students." 

British  (Columbia  for  181)4  has  favorable  review. 

The  Proceed  in  OS  of  Washington  are,  on  the  whole,  most 

creditable,   and   a   very    valuable    addition    to    any    Masonic 

Library. 

M.  W.  Wm.  W.  Wkatherspoon, 

Gh'and  3[at<te7\  Spokane. 

li.  W.  Thomas  Milhi  knk  IIkko, 

Gpintl  Sevretarij^  Olympia 
:jUrh  Annual,  Seattle,  Dth  June,  18U0. 


:o: 


UUest    Virginia 

31ST  ANNUAL CHAULKSTON 12111    NOVKMHKR,    181)5, 


3r.  W.  G.  W.  FehlU  Grand  Modev. 

MONGST  the   decisions   of   the   (Jran<l    AFaster   1    find' 
these  bearing  on  "  Physical  1\  'fection  " 

"  A  profane  may  be  made  h  MuHon  who  is  niinas  the  Hecond 
finger  and  has  the  third  flnger  off  at  the  tirst  knuckle  on  the  right  hand. 
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A  profane  whose  rigbt  ankle  is  stiff,  with  foot  somewhat  smaller  than 
the  left  and  turned  out,  may  be  made  a  Mason  if  the  deformity  does  not 
prevent  him  from  conforming  to  the  ritual. 

A  profane,  one  whose  leg  is  two  and  one-half  inches  shorter  than 
the  other,  is  eligible  to  be  made  a  Mason. 

A  profone  cannot  be  made  a  Mason  whose  left  hand  is  crippled  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  him  from  flattening  it  out.'' 

The  address  concludes  by  advocating  the  erection  of  a 
Masonic  Home  ;  and  action  was  taken  at  tliis  session  in 
accordance. 

lleturns  show  107  Lodges  with  5,507  members. 

Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  G.  W.  Atkinson,  P.  G. 
M.,  Grand  Secretary,  being  Ids  tentli,  and  fully  up  to  the 
standard  of  his  preceding  reports.  He  is  a  vigorous,  forci- 
ble writer,  but  as  he  says  :  "  What  I  wrote  was  actuated  by  a 
sincere  love  for  Freemasonry,  and  for  its  maintenance  and 
advancement  among  men." 

British  Columbia  for  1895  is  included  with  a  three- 
page  review,  he  finishes  with  :  "  We  send  greetings  to  our 
Jirethren  'across  the  line '  and  wish  them  great  prosperity." 
We  most  fraternally  reciprocate  the  sentiment,  Bro.  Atkinson. 

M.  W.  JouN  M.  Collins, 

Grand  Master,  Charleston. 

li.  W.  Geo.  W.   Atkinson, 

Grand  Secretary,  Wheeling. 


:o:- 


CUiseonsin 

51sT  ANNUAL MILWAUKEE UtII  JUNE,  1895. 


Hiram  W.  Saicyer,  Grand  Master. 

THE  Fraternity  in  this  Jurisdiction  is  prosperous,  and, 
generally  sj)eaking,  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
Grand    Master   gives  the  following  "  three  most  es- 
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sential  reqnisits  to  tlie  liigh  character  and  best  interest  of  the 
Fraternity."  They  are  very  worthy  tlie  careful  attention  of 
Lodges. 

First.  That  the  examination  as  to  the  character  and  qualitications 
of  candidates  for  the  degrees  should  be  most  careful  and  critical ;  and 
should  any  intimation  against  ones  character,  whether  before  or  after 
ballot,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Master,  from  a  Mason  or  otherwise, 
he  should  cau.se  it  to  be  fully  investigated,  and,  if  in  his  judgment,  the 
interest  of  the  Craft  at  large  demand  it,  stay  proceedings.  The  desire  of 
a  Lodge  to  increase  its  membership  or  revenues,  and  the  friendship  and 
wishes  of  individual  members  are  subordinate  to  the  interest  of  the  Craft. 
N'»r  should  it  be  sufficient  that  the  candidate  be  a  'good  fellow'  as  the 
word  goes ;  that  he  has  never  done  anything  very  bad  ;  that  in  these  days 
of  rush  and  money  making,  he  is  about  as  good  as  the  average,  and  is 
able  to  look  out  for  No.  1.  This  is  not  Masonry.  We  have  use  neither 
for  sharpers,  nobodies  nor  moral  wrecks.  The  candidate  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Lodge  should  be  able  to  comprehend,  appreciate  and,  in  his  daily 
walk,  teach  Masonry.  Let  it  be  remembered  that,  although  valuable 
lessons  are  taught,  yet  the  reputation  of  the  Craft  is  not  made  in  the 
Lodge  room.  The  important  duties  of  Masonry  are  not  performed  by 
the  Lodge.  Masonic  duties  are  personal  to  every  Mason  and  admonish 
him  to  walk  uprightly  before  God  and  man.  Would  he  be  a  Mason,  he 
must  be  a  man  in  all  that  the  term  implies,  ^o  it  is  that  the  character 
and  daily  walk  of  every  candidate  admitted  to  the  Lodge  redounds  to 
the  honor  or  dishonor  of  the  Craft. 

Second.  The  right  of  any  member  to  cast  the  black  ball,  or  by  ob- 
jection, to  prevent  the  initiation  of  any  candidate,  without  question  and 
without  having  his  motives  impugned,  should  be  carefully  guarded. 
Any  member  and  any  number  i-f  members,  however  friendly  to  the  can- 
didate, or  however  much  they  desire  his  admission  to  the  Lodge,  who 
in  any  manner  try  to  circumvent  or  defeat  this  right,  commit  a  serious 
ofFense  against  Masonry. 

Third.  That  he  loves  Mfisonry  most  who  knows  it  best.  That  *  a 
little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing'  is  a  truism  in  Masonry.  The  inclination 
is  quite  too  common  to  hurry  candidates  through  the  degrees.  Pressure 
of  work,  anxiety  of  candidates  to  'get  through'  and  other  reasons  are 
urged  for  rushing  to  and  through  the  M.  M.  degree.  The  result  is,  that 
although  each  degree  contains  valuable  lessons  which  every  Mason 
should  learn  and  appreciate,  the  lessons  are  not  tlioroughly  taught,  no 
deep  and  lasting  impressions  are  made,  and  the  candidate,  though  a 
Master  Mason,  is  left  in  the  best  possible  condition  to  overlook  his  duties 
and  obligations  as  such . 

Harmony  and  fraternal  regard  exist  between  this  and 
other  Grand  Lodges. 

Speaking  of  the  movement  on  foot  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
to  adopt  a  uniform  system  as  to  Masonic  Charity,  the  Grand 
Master  said: 

"  The  objection  has  been  urged  that  'to  relieve  the  distressed'  is  an 
individual  obligation  incumbent  upon  every  Mason,  and  that  the  ten- 
dency of  this  movement  is  to  shift  this  obligation  from  the  individual  to 
the  Lodges.    I  believe  that  no  Grand  Lodge  goes  farther  in  asserting,  and 
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that  DO  individual  Masons  go  farther  in  assuming  (ind  discharging  their 
duty  to  contribute  to  the  rehef  of  the  distressed  to  the  best  of 
their  abihty  than  those  of  Wisconsin.  Hut,  in  the  nature  of  things,  such 
rehef  must  be  principally  local.  Ability  to  contribute  is  frequently  ex- 
hausted before  necessity  ceases.  The  needy  brother  may  be  a  member 
of  a  Lodge  in  some  other  Grand  Jurisdiction,  or  he  may  be  a  non-affili- 
ated Mason,  nevertheless,  and  in  either  case,  a  Mason  in  g  od  standing 
in  these  cases,  where  and  to  whom  may  he  or  his  family  lock  for  relief  ? 
An  unaffiliated  Mason  is  entitled  to  the  same  recognition  and  relief  as 
members  of  Lodges,  except  '  Lodge  '  privileges.  It  is,  tlierefore,  the 
equal  duty  of  all  Masons  wherever  he  may  be,  to  contribute  to  his  relief 
according  to  their  ability. 

With  an  affiliated  Mason  it  is  somewhat  different;  membership  in  a 
Lodge  carries  with  it  a  more  direct  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge 
and  its  members,  to  take  the  initiative  and  furnish  relief.  I  take  it  that 
in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  such  relief  to  members  is  contributed  from 
Lodge  funds,  and  n  material  qtiestion  is,  therefore  raised,  to-wit:  Should 
a  member  of  a  Lodge  require  immediate  relief  when  abroad  has  he  any 
of  these  Lodge  advantages;  if  so,  should  his  own  Lodge  or  some  other 
stand  the  burden?  " 

Twenty-fonr  Decisions  are  recorded,  mostly  all  of  which 
were  approved  by  the  Coiuinittee  on  Jurisprudence;  we  pro- 
duce No.  5,  as  new  to  us  and  for  its  very  lotvical  construction. 

'■  A  regularly-chjartered  Lodge,  while  its  Lodge  room  was  undergo- 
ing repair,  was  allowed  to  occupy  the  hall  of  a  sister  Lodge,  and  there 
conferred  three  degrees.    By  an  oversight,  the  charter  was  not  present. 

Questions— 1.  Was  the  presence  of  the  Charter  in  the  Lodge  room 
necessary  to  a  valid  communication  ? 

2.    Is  work  done  in  the  absence  of  the  charter  illegal  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  some  writers  of  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence  maintain  that  the  literal  presence  of  the  Charter 
is  indispensible  to  a  valid  communication.  While  I  would  not  knowingly 
depart  from  either  a  laadmark  or  any  of  the  principles  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  I  am  unable  to  see  why,  under  our  system,  such  a  rule  should 
be  adhered  to  when  the  fact  that  the  Lodge  is  a  chartered  Lodge  is  well 
known.  In  this  case  the  Lodge  was  regularly  chartered  and  the  Charter 
was  in  its  possession  and  under  its  control.  Though  not  within  the  room 
when  the  work  was  done  it  could  and  would  have^been  produced  if  called 
for.  Such  being  the  case,  it  would  be  extremely  technical  to  hold  that 
the  proceedings  were  invalid  becau.se  the  Charter  was  not  present.  I 
therefore  held  that  while  the  proper  place  for  the  Charter  is  in  the  Lodge 
room,  its  literal  presence  is  not  indispensible  to  a  valid  communication. 

It  necessarily  follo^vs  that  work  done  under  such  circumstances  is 
not,  for  that  reason,  illegal." 

Our  Grand  Representative  was  not  recorded  ;  are  we 
without  one  'i 

The  CouTniittee  on  Masonic  Relief  asked  Grand  Lodge 
to  adopt  the  following  proposition,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly : 


ICl 


"  Your  Committee  ask  this  Grand  Ixjdge  to  adopt  the  followiog  pro- 
position, which  is  in  accordance  witii  the  uniform  custom  of  Wisconsin 
Liodges,  and  this  Grand  Lodge.  Your  committee  underjstand  that  upon 
its  adoption  it  becomes  practically  an  agreement  between  us  and  all 
Grand  Lodges  taking  similar  action,  and  we  hope  and  believe  that  it 
will  eventually  become  universal. 

It  is  the  dnty  of  eaca  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in  dis- 
tress, where vei  they  may  be.  In  case  of  its  inability  so  to  do,  this  duty 
devolves  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  it  holds  its  Charter.  It 
being  understood  that  in  no  case  is  the  Lodge  furnishing  relief  and  ask- 
ing reimbursement  to  go  beyond  actual  present  necessity  without  ex- 
press authority  from  the  reimbursing  body." 

The  folloM'intij,  to  my  iniiid,  is   a   very    fuir   and    liberal 
construction  of  the  "■  Landmark  :  " 

"  The  amendment  offered  by  Bro.  A.  L.  Brown,  relating  to  physical 
qualification  being  under  consideration,  Bro.  J.  S.  Block  offered  the  fol- 
lowing substitute,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Edict,  as  amended  by  the  substitute,  to  read  as  follows  : 

PHYSICAL  QUALIFICATION. 

The  landmark  as  to  physical  qualification  to  be  strictly  construed. 
The  candidate  must  be  hale,80und,  of  entire  limb,  unmutilated,  not  de- 
formed, dismembered,  lame,  maimed,  stiffened  or  defective  in  body,  limb 
or  member  of  the  body,  that  will  in  anywise  prevent  or  impair  a  perfect 
conformity  to  and  performance  of  all  the  reciuirements  of  the  ritual  and 
obligations.  If  the  applicant  has  any  defects  on  which  the  question  of 
physicial  qualification  may  arise,  it  shall  be  referred  by  the  Worshipful 
Master  to  the  Grand  Master  for  his  decision. 

This  landmark  applies  only  to  the  making  of  Masons,  not  advance- 
ment." 

Returns  show  1G,001  members. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence    Report  does    not   include 
our  Proceedings,  which  evidently  had  not  been  received. 

^Y.  AV.  Pkrky, 

Grand  Ma><:tet\  Madison. 

JouN  W.  Laflin, 

Grand  Secretary^  Milwaukee. 

52nd  Annual,  Milwaukee,  2nd  Tuesday  in  June,  1896. 
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M.  W  Jethro  T.  IlallUlaij^  Gratul Master. 

()  record    of    Grand     Representatives    present.      Tlie 
Grand  Master  in  liis  address  said  : 


'*  Although  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  past  our  country 
was  still  suffering  from  the  great  financial  panic  and  business  depression, 
our  Lodges  have  generally  been  growing  in  numbers  and  are  in  a  satis- 
factory financial  condition.  With  the  return  of  prosperity  throughout 
the  country,  and  especially  in  these  sections  near  us  which  suffered 
greatly  from  an  unprecedented  drouth,  and  directly  affected  our  State, 
we  can  confidentially  look  forward  to  a  prosperous  year  among  our  peo- 
p  e,  and  prosperity  within  our  several  Lodges.^ 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  nothing  has  occured  during  ray 
term  to  mar  the  peaceful  relations  heretofore  existing*  between  this  and 
sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.  May  the  same  fraternal  peace  and  harmony 
continue  to  prevail." 

Decisions  reported  are  of  local  interest  only,  and  appear 
to  be  in  liarniony  witli  Masonic  law  and  usage. 

GRAND  BEPRESENTATIVE. 

*'  The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Communication  having  repealed  the 
third  standing  Resolution  and  abolished  the  Grand  Kepresentative  sys- 
tem, all  representatives  of  Grand  Lodges  near  our  own  were  notified  and 
requested  to  resign  their  positions  and  return  their  commissions  to  the 
respective  Grand  Lodges  that  issued  the  same.  The  representatives  of 
our  Grand  Lodge  were  also  notified  of  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  matter." 

Returns  sliow  16  Lodges  with  976   Master   Masons,  an 
increase  of  60  for  tlie  year. 

A  very  good  idea  and  wortliy   the   attention   of  British 
Columbia  : 

PORTRAITS  OF  PAST  GRAND  MASTERS. 


y-' 


"  Proceedings  each  year  of  many  Grand  Jurisdictions  contain  the 
portraits  of  the  retiring  Grand  Master,  whilst  others  are  working  -^ 
several  at  a  time  to  catch  up,  and  thus  show  a  continuous  line.    i5ro. 
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S.  A.  Bristol  has  suggested  putting  in  each  year  two  or  three  of  those 
we  have  honored,  until  we  reach  the  point  where  the  then  retiring  Grand 
Master  will  appear  alone.  Believing  the  idea  a  good  one,  and  well 
worthy  consideration  at  this  time,  has  im'aced  me  to  thus  call  attention 
to  w  hat  has  been  and  is  being  generally  adopted  by  Grand  Lodges." 

The    United    (xraiid    Lodixe    of    Victoria  was  extended 
recoixnition. 

KEPORT  OF    COMMITTEE    ON    JUUISPRUDENCE   ON   WIPCONHIN    I'UOPOSITION 

To  the  M.  W.  <h'(ind  Lodge  oj  Wijoming : 

"  Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Wisconsin  proposition,  after  due  examination,  tind  that  it  does  not  con- 
flict with  Masonic  law  nor  with  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  this 
Grand  liodge,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the  CouHtitution  be 
amended  to  cover  the  same.  We  submit  herewith  an  amendment  to  be 
numbered  Article  12  in  the  Constitution,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

ARTICLE  12. 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in 
distress,  wherever  they  may  be.  In  the  case  of  its  inability  so  to  do,  this 
duty  devolves  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  it  ho  ds  its  charter,  it 
being  understood  that  in  no  case  is  the  Lodge  furnishing  relief  and 
asking  reimbursement,  to  go  beyond  actual  necessities  without  express 
authority  from  the  reimbursing  bodies." 

"  On  motion  of  Bro.  "^.  P.  Rohrbaugh,  said  report  was  adopted  and 
the  foregoing  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  designated  as  Article  12  was  adopted  by  the  necessary  two-thirds 
vote." 

The  Constitntion  is  appended.     I  see  tliey  "  prohiliit  " 

•the   conferring  of   the  Past  Master's  Degree,     "  Completed 

service   as   a  Master  of  a   Lodge  sliall   qualify  him   to   be 

designated    and    take    raidv    as   a  Past    Master  without  any 

ceremony." 

Them's  my  sentiments. 

"  Perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  except 
as  between  Lodges,  in  this  Jurisdiction  is  hereby  al)olishe<l." 

A  very  good  enactment. 

Bro.  W.  L.  Ivuykendall  presents  his  tenth  Peport  oi» 
Correspondence,  which  is  as  briglit,  interesting  and  newsy 
as  ever.     British  Columbia  for  J 894  is  included. 
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"  Bio.  Marcus  Wolf  is  again  the  Reporter,  and  presented  a  very 
readable  report  on  correspondence.    For  a  second  attempt  it  ranks  well. 

Re»?ardiug  Masonic  excluaiveness  at  funerals  we  extract  what  he  has 
to  say  thereon  under  the  head  of  'Tennessee,  as  follows  :  — 

'  We  fail  to  see  where  Masonry  loses  any  of  her  prestige  by  the  co- 
minghng  with  other  sooi.eties  at  fauerals,  provided  always  they  are  con- 
ducted in  accordance  with  "Mabonic  r;l„.o  and  custom."' 


1 


We  are  pleased  to  find  our  brother's  head  level  on  this  subject.     In 
tolerance  and  the  'better  than  thou  '  idea  in  Masonry  are  not  among  the 
lessons  taught,  and  we  are  opposed  to  both  as  repugnant  to  Masonic 
principles  and  the  ordinary  dictates  of  humanity. 

Our  brothor  notes  the  absence  of  Grand  Represegtatives  from 
Grand  Lodge  sessions.  Why,  brother,  it  was  ever  thus.  Half  of  them 
have  forgotten  they  were  ever  such." 

F.    CuATTKltTON, 

Grand  Mader,  Rtiwliiis. 

Wm.   L.  Kuvkk.voall, 

Grand  Secretary,  Saratoga. 
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Alabama 6 

Arizona, 7 

Arkansas, 8 

California, 10 

Canada, 13 

Colorado, 15 

Connecticut, 18 

Di  laware, 18 

District  of  Columbia, 20 

England, 24 

Florida, 2fi 

Georgia, 28 

Idaho, 29 

Illinois, 31 

Indiana, 34 

Iiidiau  Territory 3.S 

Iowa, 40 

Ireland, 41 

Kansas, 42 

Kentucky, 44 

Louisiiina, 46 

Maine, 51 

Manitoba, 53 

Maryland, 56 

Masaachusetts, 63 

Michigan, (56 

Minnesota, 68 

MissisHippi, 72 

Missouri , 80 

Montana 71 

NelM-aska, 81 

Nevadii, 8.3 

New  Btunswick 86 

N(nv  Haaip.^hire 87 

New  .rersey, 88 

New  Mexico, 9O 
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New  South  Wales, 91 

New  York,  (included  in  our  1895) 

New  Zealand, 94 

North  Carolina, , 96 

North  Dakota, 97 

Nova  Scotia, 99 

Ohio 101 

Oklahoma, 105 

Oregon, 106 

Pennsylvania, HO 

Prince  Edward  Island, IIH 

Quebec, 118 

Rhode  Island, 125 

South  Australia, 127 

South  Carolina v 130 

South  Dakota 1B5 

Tennessee, 135 

Texas, 142 

Utah, 147 

Vermont, 145 

Victoria, 149 

Virginia,  1«^1 

Washington I'^O 

West  Virginia, 157 

Wisconsin, IBB 

Wyomiug, 162 
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M.  W.  ALEX.  CHARLESON       -       -       ■      Grand  Master 
NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.  C. 


^^•<f^ 


V.  W.  W.  J.  aUINLAN,      -      -       -      -     Grand  Secretary 

VICTORIA,  B,  C. 
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M.  W.  MARCUS  WOLPB,       -  Com,  on  Foreign  Cor. 

NANAIMO,  B.  C. 
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The  Twonty-sixtb  Annufil  Commnnicfttion  will  be  held 
in  the  MaRoiiic  Temple,  in  the  City  of  Vietoria,  coniineiicing 
on  Thursday,  17th  of  June,  A.  D.  1897. 
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